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hit tk&th, at Princeton^ 6th May i 795, by John ' 
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D* John Witherspoon was defcendtd from » 
refpeftablc parentage ; which had long pof- 
fefled a considerable landed property in the eaft 
6f Scotland. His lather was minifter of the pa- 
flfh of Yeftef , a few -miles From Edinburgh, where 
he was born on the fifth day of February, 1722.* 
This worthy man was eminent for his piety, his 
literature, and for a habit of extreme accuracy in * 
ail his writings and diftouf fes. This example 
contributed not a little to form in his fon that 

a taftc 

* Dr Wkiierfoota was lineally descended 
from the Rev. Mr Joan Knox, whofe daugh- 
ter Elizabeth raarrUd tbe famous Mi John Wel(h f 
who ftrongly rtfembled his fithti in law in genius, 
chara&er, and ufefalnefs in the church: And in 
Us Une Dr Witherfpoon descended from this ho- 
nourable ancetfry. 
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tafte and that love of accuracy, united with a no- 
ble fimplicity, for which he was fo diflinguifhed 
through his whole life. He was fent, very young, 
to the public fchool at Haddington^:' tiis father 
ipared neither erpence nor pains, in hiseducati-* 
on. There he fparr acquired jreputaJri<Mt~for his 
affiduity in his ftudies, and for a native fcund- 
©efstof judgna£m,jamLdLeaxnefr and qnicknefs cf 
conception, ampng his fchool-feUows^iaaany'.cf 
whom have fince filled the higheft it-ations in the 
literary and political world. 

At the age of fourteen, he was removed to the 
umverfity of Edinburgh.. JHeceihs continued, at- 
tending the, different profeflbrs, with a high de- 
gree of credit, in all the branches of learning, un- 
t^l the age o£ twenty-one, when he was licenfed 
to prea.qh *bc GofpeL . In the theological hall, 
particularly* he w,as remarked for a moft judici* 
ous tafteinfacred.criticifn^T^and for a precifion 
of idea and, perfpicuify ©£ expreffion rarely attain* 
ed at that earlyjperiotL . - 

Immediately on his leaving th£ uniycrfity, he 
was invited to be affiftant ,minifter wjth bis far- 
ther, with, the right of ftncccfiion to the charge. 
But he chofe rather to accept nn.ioykati on from the 
parifh of Beith, in the wefhnfScotland. Here he 
was ordained to the work a>£ the Gofpel roiniftry* 
and fettled witli-the f univerfaL acquiefcence, and 
«vfei* with the fervent attachment of the people. 
His character as a preacher, which rendered him 
ip acceptable and popular, will come mote natu- 

-»* . rally 
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rally before us in another place. Let it fuffice 
to remark here, that, always interefting and in- 
ftra&ive in the pulpit, he was afliduous in the 
difcharge of every parochial duty when out of it. 
And his ■ preaching gemratty turned on thofe 
great, cfrftmguifhing, andrpra&ital truths df tlie 
gofpel, which, in every Chriftian country^ moft 
dffeft and attach the hearts of the great body of 
die people; ' > . 

TromBeith he was, af?er* a* Jew years, tranflat- 
ed to the larger and flouriihing town pf Paifley* 
fo celebrated for its various and fine manufac- 
tures.— -Here he^refided in the' height of reputa- 
tion and ufefblnefs % and riveted in the affe&ions 
of his people, and his fellow citizens, when he 
wafc called to the presidency of this college. 

During his refidencfe at Paifkry, he was. invited 
to Dublin, in Ireland, to affume the charge of a 
numerous and refpe&able congregation in that 
city. He was alfo called to Rotterdam, in the Re- 
public of the United Provinces—— and to thd town 
ttf Dundee, in his own country* Bat he could 
net be induced to quit a fphere of firch refpefla- 
bihy, comfort and ufefulnefs. He declined alfo, 
in the flrft inftancej the invitation of the truftees 
of tiro college. He' thought k almoft impoffible 
for him td break Gdnnedioifs at home, that had 
been fo long endeared to him— to violate all the 
attachments and habits of the female part o£ his 
family-*— to leave the fcene of his.happinefs and 
honoux****and, in his middle career, to owry him* 

a z (elf 
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felf, as Jhe appr$heade4, in a new and difbnt 
country. 

But warmly urged ky all thofe friends whofe 
judgment he moft reflected, and whafe frieocU 
(hip be, moft efteemcd-*-and hoping that h«. 
might repay his facrifices* by greater ufefulnefs tc* 
ttie.caufeof the Redeemerrand to the inter^fts 
9f learnings in tjbis new worl^— -*nd knowing 
that this institution had been confecrated, from* 
its foundation, to thofe great objeits to which he 
had devoted, his, life, he finally confented, on a, 
fecond application, to wave every other confide* 
ration, to crofs the ocean* and to take among ua 
that important charge to which he had been cal~ 
led, with the concurrent wifhes> and the higheft 
expectations,, oi all. the friends of the college-* 
Their expectations have not been, difappointed. 
Its reputation and fuccefs, under his adminiflra-* 
tion, have been equal to our moft fanguine hopes- 

Almoft thefirft benefit which it received, be- 
ildes the eclat, and the acceffion of ftudents* pro* 
cured to it by the f^me of his literary character^ 
was the augmentation of its funds. The college; 
has never enjoyed any refources from the ftate* 
It was founded, and has been fupported, wholly 
by private libfrajity and zeal. . And its finances* 
from, a variety of caufes, were in a low ^nd der 

elining 

*Dr Whherfpooiv arrived with his family at 
Princeton in the month of Auguft, 176& He was 
the fixth Piefidewt of the, College, face its fcundiu 
tiqa in the year 1746* 



[ vii ] 

dining condition, at the period when Dr Withtr- 
fpoon arrived in America. But his reputation 
excited an uncommon liberality in the public ; 
and his perfonal exertions, extended from Maf- 
fachufttts to Virginia, foon raifed its funds to a 
flourifhing;ftate. The war of the revolution, in- 
deed, afterwards^ proftrated every thing, and al> 
moft annihilated 1 its refources; yet we cannot' 
but with 1 gratitude recolleft, how much the infti- 
tution dWfed, at that time, to his enterprize ancf 
his talents. 

But the principal' advantages it derived, were* 
from his literature ; his liiperintendfcrtcy 5 his ex- 
ample as a happy "niodel' of gobd writing'; and 
from the tone and tafte which he gave to the li- 
terary purfuits of the college. 

In giving the outlines of the character of this 
great man,, for I attempt no more, I fhall begin 
with obferving, that perhaps his principal . merit 
appeared in the pulpirr He wds 1 , 1 ih. many reft 
pe£te,,oae of the beft* modeH btT which a r young 
preacher could. form,himfelf. It. was a 'Angular 
felicity to the- whole college, but efpedally to 
rhofe who had the* profeffion of the ininiftry hv 
view, to have fuch an example conftantly before 
them. Religion, by the manner in which it was 
treated :by him, always commanded the refpe& of 
thofe who heard him, even- when it was not able' 
to engage their hearts. An admirable textuary, a 
profound theologian, perfpicuous and,jimplg in ; 
his manner; an univerfal fcbolar, acquainted. 

1 a. 3, *i deeply* 



C iffi J 

deeply with human nature *, a graven dignified* 
and fqjemn fpeakcr, he brought all, the advanta T 
ges derived from, thefe.fouijces to the illuftratioii 
and ejaforcetnsnt of <Uvipe truth. Though not a 
Jjervenfc agd animated orator,* fce. was always a 
fpiejpflj aff^tiog, jipdv m ftrmaive peeach*r» It 
F^iQii|>Qff^m f l^»rhw^hovt attention,, or 
tp ( aftqnd 40 bioi w^hom improvement. He had 
^ h?f|)y t4ej^M^W^oM^,U^ ftricT; and proper 
Rpawn^-irf >tfce fared iwrite^.Jn any te*t from 
which he chafe to di&ourfc £ at concentrating 
and^nieg psrfc&MftitJ 1» <prery fubje& which 
Jae tjrg*te4 * wkjFS&Qtmg *o the hearer the moft 
f lear and cosapreheufive \iiews of it. His ferv 

■ monf 

• » 

, • A peculiar afredion of his nerves y which al- 
ways overcame him when he allowed himfelf to 
feel very fervently 4a any fiibjcc\, obliged him, frost* 
hit -eatlieft entrance on public Hfe«, to iatpofe a 
Jha&reftraiitt and guajd upon his fenfibilky* He 
was, therefore, under the neceffity of fubftituting 
gravity and fenoufnefs of manner, in public fpeak* 
jhg, In the room of that fire and watmth, of which 
hi was well capable, by nature * r and which he far 
*$wh admired in others, wfcen mpnaged witfi ptu- 
ience# 

He never read his fermons, or ufed io much 
ii (hort ftotes, in the pulpit. His practice was, 
to .writ* his frrfuonsat fell length, and commit 
them .to memory : but apt confine himfelf to the 
preciie words he had penned. He often took great 
liberties, in the delivery of bis dHcourfes, to alter, 
add to, or abridge what he had written $ but this 
sever infringed upon the fiiiclefl accuracy. 
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mom were diftinguHhed for their judicious and 
perfpicuous divifions-— for mingling profound re~ 
marks qn human life, along with the illuftratioa 
of divine truth-— and for the lucid order that 
reigned through the whole* In his difcourfes, 
beloved to* dwell chiefly on the great doctrines* 
of divine grace, and on the diftinguifhing truth* 
of the -gospel* Thefe he brought, as far as pof-r 
fible, to the level of every undemanding, and the 
feeling of every, heart. He fekjom cbofe to lead 
his hearers into fpeculative difcuflions, and never 
to entertain the.-;* by a mere difplay of talents, 
All oftentatieu in the pulpit, he viewed with the 
utmoft averfion and contempt. During the whole 
of his preficjency, he was extremely fohcitous to 
train thofe ftudious youths* who had the minjftry 
of the gofpel in view/ in, foch a manner, as to fo-r 
cure the greateft ^efpec>*bUity, as well as ufeful* 
nefe, in that holy profeffipR, . It was his content 
advice to young p*ea,ehers, never tp enter the put- 
pit without the moft careful preparation. It was 
his ambition |m4 his hope* to repd^r the facred 
lokiiftry th?mo$ tear^ed,^ well a$ \te moft pi- 
ous and e*ea»piary fcpdy ol fnqp in the Repub- 
lic. 

As a wrker, his ftile is fenpje and cpqnprebeAt 
five— -hi$ remarks judicicftis* a#d often reined—* 
(us information* w every fobjeft w&ieh he treats, 
accurate and extei^ve— -rhis'matfer always weigh- 
ty and iinporta^t— clofely condeirfed; and yel 
Bell srran^ and clear? §is>»W^y* perfpt, 

$uity 
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cuity, precifion, comprehension oi thought, and 
knowledge of the world, and of the human heart, 
reign in every part of 'his writings. Three vo- 
lumes of effays, and five volumes of fermons, be- 
fides feveral detached difcourfes, already publifh- 
ed- — and treating chiefly on the moft impor- 
tant and practical fubjects in religion—— have de- 
fervedly extended his reputation, not only through 
Britain, Ireland, arid America, but through moft 
of the proteftant countries of Europe. His re- 
marks on the nature and effects of the ftage, en- 
ter deeply into the human heart.' We find there 
many refined observations, after the example of 
the MefEeurs de Port-Royal in France, not obvi- 
ous to ordinary' minds, but perfectly founded in 
the hiftory of man, and the ftate of fociety. Hie 
pernicious influence of that amufement on the 
public tafte and morals, was* perhaps, never more 
clearly elucidated. On the following interefting 
ftfbjefts, the ' nature and neceffity of regenerati- 

* on — Juftificafion by frfee grace, through Jefus 

* Chrift '; . alfd* the importance of truth in religion, 
4 or, the cdnriexion that ftibfifls between found 

* principles and £ holy practice/ there is per- 
haps, nothing fuperior in the Englifh language.- 
But Dr Witherfpoon's' talents vtere varidus. He 
was not only a ferious Writer, but He pofleffed a 
fund of refined humour, and delicate fatire. A 
happy fpecimen of this is feen in his Ecclefiafti- 
cal Characteristics. The edge of his wit, in that? 
performance; waa directed againft certain corrup- 
tions 



tions ia principle » and prance present in the 
church of Scotland* . Ajad ; no. attack that was 
era? m&U, uppq then*, g^ve.them fp de^p a ground - 
or was (b fever$}y fclt^ Dii* W^iburton^tbqcele^ 
bratpd;Bi%Qg : of Giqucejfteiy ^p^^^^Cha^ 
racjterUEcs >^U^, p^tkular ,apj^obiiUon # ;ajfid cx- 
preftes Jus wi0i f ,,.that ,t]^ ,^§l}fh church, a* the 
needed too* tyad Jike^jf^fuch^ f coa-<;^p^ ,. 

Thjs> may. t>e the p^PP^tflflfS *9, n^enjjpn^ his 
general character^ as $ x^c^bqr of the counfels, 
and courts, of the churchy and the; part particular** 
iy that he took in the ecclefi^ftical politics of hist 
native country. The church pf Scotland was di- 
vided into twp parties? with re4yec]t to ( their ideas 
of ecclen>,fticaj difc^pliQek /£he one was willing 
to confirm, ^nd| even .extend the rights of p itro-j 
nage-^-the other wiihed, if poffible, to abvo^ate^ 
or at leaft limjt them, and to extend the rights 
and influence of the people, in. the fettlement and 
removal of minifters. The. latter were zealous 
for the doctrines of grace, and the.articles p£ re&* 
gion, in all their ftrictnefc, as contained in tiieir. 
national confeffioa of faith* The former were 
willing to, allow a greater latitude of opinion ; an4 
they preached in a ftile that feemed to the peopla 
lefs evangelical, and left affecting to the hear$ and 
cpnfcience, than that of their opponents. In their 
concern*. Ukewife, to exempt the clergy .of their 
party from {be unreafonable dfectp of popular ca» 
price* they too frequently protected them againf^ 
the. juft complaints of the people. Theie were 

ftiled 



ftitedmodofatrraen, while their antagoiiffts were 
diftinguHhed bj the name <& tihe^t)ithodox: Dr 
Witberfpoan, in his church politics/ early and 
warmly embraced the fide of the orthodox. This' 
he did 4rom convi£tion, and a fcnfeof duty ; and, 
by degrees^ acquired inch an influence in their 
councils, that he was confidered at length as their 
head and leader. Before he had acquired this 
influence, their* councils were managed without 
union and addrefs/whilcthe mesfures of the mo-* 
derate party had, fora- long time, been conduc- 
ted by fome of the greateft literary characters irr 
the nation. It had happened among the ortho* 
dox, as it often does among fcrupulous and con* 
ftientious men, who are not verfed in the affairs' 
of the world, that each purfued inflexibly his 
own opinion, as the di&ate of an honed confer- 
ence. He could not be induced to make any mo* 
diflcation of it* in order to accommodate it to the 
views of others. He thought that all addrefe 
and policy, was uflag too much management 
with confidence. Hence refulted difunion of mea~ 
fures, and confequent defeat*-~But Dr Wither*- 
fpoon's enlarged mind did not rcfufe to combine 
' the wildom of the ferpent with the harmleflhefi 
* of the dove/ He had, probably, the principal 
merit of creating among them union* and harm®-* 
ny of defiga \ of concentrating their views-, and 
giving. fyftem to their operations. One day, iaf* 
ter carrying fome important queftions in the Ge- 
neral Aflemirfy, agairfft the celebrated Dr Robert- 

fon 
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fcB^vwko.wacs at that, time considered a&the lead- 
er of the oppofite party, ithe latter fardto him r 
ia a pleafimt, and eafy manner, < 1 think yon have 
4 your men. better disciplined than formerly.' ' Yes 
c (replied- Dr Whheripoffln) by urging your poli- 
€ ties too far, you have compelled us to beat you* 
* with yo*u%owm weapons.' , . >• ,. 

We have feen him in our own. church judica- 
tories, in America, always upright in his views—*- 
remarkable for his 'punctuality in attending upon 
them*— and able to Seize, at xraee^the right point 
of view on every queftion— *-able to difentaiigle 
the moft embarafied fubjec]teH— ►dear and conclu- 
sive in his reafoxking9—*<uid from habit in bufi* 
nefs, as well as from a peculiar fonndnefs of judg- 
ment, always conducting every difcufiion to the 
moft fpeedy an^ decilive termination- The 
church has certainly loft in him, one of her 
greateft lights.; and, if I mayufethe term in ec« 
<kfiafticat affinrs, one.of her/greateft politicians*. 
Before entering on his talents as a prefLdent^ 
fuffer me, in a Sentence or two, to call to your 
mind his facial, qualities. When not engaged in 
the great and fexious buftnefles. of life, he was> 
one of the moft companionable of men.' Furnifli- 
ed with a rich feud of anecdote, both amufing 
andinflruclive; his moments of relaxation wer$ 
as entertaining, as his ferious ones were fraught 
with improvement* One quality remarkable* 
and highly deferving imitation in him was, ' his 
d attention to young perions.' Ho neverfuflfer^ 
- •♦ ed 
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efl tm "5pp6i (Unity to eicape faun ot imparting the 
160ft tSfeftii adWec *o them, according to {heir cir- 
tamfbtnees, wlitn &cy TCappened to be in tits 
company. Aoli dnVwas always cfone in fe agreea- 
ble a way, that tjiey cotrtd r neither be inattentive 
to tt, rK^riras tt poffiWe to Forget it. 

On his domeftk tirtnes 1 firaH only fiy, he 
Was an affo&onatehttfband, at tender parent, and 
a kind mafter ; to*whfch ? I may add, he was a fin- 
tere and a warm frfend.**~But, 1 haften to con- 
fider him as a fcholar, and a drre&or of the lyl- 
tem of education in The college. 
' Ah nntverfal fcholar hsmfelf, he endeavoured 
to eftabliffi the fffkem of education Jh this infti- 
tution, upon the molt ektennve and refpe&able 
bafis, -that its Situation and its finances would ad* 
AA. Fofmefly/ the courfe of inftru&ion had 
been too Superficial 5 ind its metaphyfics and phi- 
lofbphy were too touch tin&ured wfch the dry 
and uninftruAive forms* df the Tchobfe. This, 
however, Was -b/ho'^means to v be imputed as a 
defeft, to thofe-'greWa&a ckceUent men, wno haid 
flrefided trirer the l tafHtutiori before hhh ; hut ra- 
the* to the recent ongiri of the country— the im- 
perfeffion of its ftate of fociety**-and to the fiate 
tf Ikfcrature in 'it. Bftce hfe preftdenty mathe- 
matical fcience ha* * received an extenfioti, that 
was not known before in : the jftmerican'ftmina- 
ries. He introduced into pbilbfophy, "all the 
moft liberal and modern improvements of Europe, 
He extended At phflofopbical courfe to embrace 

the 
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the geficral principles of policy and public lav ; 
he mcorporatcd with it *a farad and rational me- 
taphyfics— equally remote from the doctrines of 
fatality and ccmtidgency— from the barrenneis 
and dogmatifm of the fchools^*and from the 
€*eeiBve refinements of thofe cotttracjifiary, but 
*q«afly impious fe£b of feeptjeifm, who wholly 
deny the exigence of matter, ot maintain that 
nothing but matter cfcifts in the imiverfe* 

He kid the foundation of a cOurfp of hiftory 
m the college-*-and* the pri&tiples of tafte, and 
the rules of good writing, wtte both happily ex- 
plained by him, and exemplified in his manner. 
The ftile of learning, if ytm *?ifi allow ine the 
pbraft, has been changed by hin> Literary in- 
quiries and improvements haye ljccoxne more li- 
beral, more extenflve, and mof e profound. An 
admirable fatuity for governing, and of exciting' 
the emulation of the yotmg gehtfemen under Jxis 
tare, contributed to give fhecefs ter al ttis clefign* 
fct j*rfe#ing theconrfe of ; inihrxflSoti. TTu* 
aumbefrs of men of diftmgniflied taUnt% in the 
different liberal profeffiotts, hi this country, who 
have received the dements of their education un- 
der him, teftify his ftrviecs to the college^ Under* 
his aufptces hart been formed a large proportion 
of the clergy of our church •, and to his inftru&i- 
cms, Am<trica o^lts many of harmoft diftngtuV 
ed patriots and legiflators. . , . • 

Thus he proceeded, guiding with uneoihtnon 
reputation an^l fuccefs lfe$ t .<$|!cjfe *f fttacttion in 

" b 4 ' " tliis 



C xiv ] 

this inftitution, until the war of the American re- 
volution fulpended Jus functions and diiperfed 
the college. 

Here he entered upon a new fcene, and appear- 
ed in a newchara&er } widely differing froin any. 
In which he had been heretofore prefented.t© the 
public. Yet, here alfo, he fhone^ with equal 
hiftre ; and his talents as a lcgiflator and fenator 
ihewed the extent and t^e varjpty of the powers 
<jf his mind. Inhere are few foreigners who can, 
with fuch facility as he did, lay afide their preju- 
dices, and enter into the ideas and habits of a 
new country, and a new ftate of fociety. N He be- 
came almoft at once an American, on his landing 
among us, and in the unjuft war which Great Bri- 
tain waged againft us, he immediately adopted 
the views, and .participated in the councils of the 
Americans. His diftinguifhed abilities foon point* 
ed him out to the citizens of New-Jerfey, as one 
of the. moft proper delegates to that convention 
which formed their republican confutation. In 
this refpe&able afiembly be appeared, to the af- 
toniihment of all the profeflors of the law, as 
profound a civilian, as he had before 'been known 
to be a philofopher and divine. 

From the revolutionary committees and conr 
ventions.of the ftate, be was fent, early in the 
year, 1 776, as a reprefentative of the people of 
New-Jerfey to the congrefs of United America j 
he was fcven years a member of that illuftrious 
body, which, under providence, in the face of in- 
numerable 
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numerable difficulties and dangers, led us on tp 
the eftablifhment of our independence. Always 
firm in the moft gloomy and formidable afpects 
of public aftairs, ie always discovered the great- 
eft reach and prefence of mind, in the moft em- 
barraffing fituatiozis. 

It is impoffible here to enter info all his poli- 
tical ideas. It is but juftice however to obferve, 
that on almoft all Subjects on which he differed 
from the majority of his brethren in congreis, his 
principles have been juftified by the refult. I 
fhall felect only one or two examples. lie con- 
ftantly oppofed the expenfive mode of Supplying 
the army by commiffion, which was originally 
adopted ; and combated it, until after a long ex- 
perience of its ill effects, he, in conjunction with 
a few firm and judicious ailbciates, prevailed to 
have it done by contract. 

He oppoled, at every emiuTon after the fir ft or 
fecond, and even hazarded his popularity for a 
time by the ftrenuoufaefs of his oppofition, that 
paper currency which gave fuch a wound to pub- 
lic credit, and which would have defeated the re- 
volution, if any thing could. 

In the formation of the original confederation, 
he complained of the jealoufy and ambition of 
the individual ftates, which were not willing to 
entruftthe general government, with adequate 
powers for the common intereft. He then pro- 
nounced inefHcacy upon it. But he complained 
and renionftrated in vain . 

b z Overruled 
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Overruled, however, at that time, in thefe and 
in other objefts of importance, he had the fatis- 
faction of living to fee America revert, in almoft 
every inftance, to his original ideas— --ideas found- 
ed on a found and penetrating judgment, and 
matured by deep reflection, and an extenfive ob- 
fervation of men and' things. But I forbear ta 
trace his political career farther ; and {hall only 
add here, that while he was ■ thus engaged in fer- 
ving his country in the character of a civilian, he 
did not lay afide his mini (by. He gladly em- 
braced eveiy opportunity of preaching, and of 
difcharging the other duties of his office, as a. 
gofpel minifter. This he considered as his High-- 
eft chara&er, and honour in life. 

The college having hcen collected as foon as^ 
poffihle after its difperilon, inftruction was recom-^ 
menced under the immediate care of the vice-*, 
prefident.* Dr Witheripoon's name, however^ 
continued to add celebrity to the institution, and 
it has fully recovered its former reputation. 

The glorious ftruggle for our liberties drawing 
ro an honourable period, and the doctor feeling 
age advancing upon him, was deiirous. of refign- 
ing his pkee in congreis : and would have fain 
retired, in a meafure, from the burdens of the 
college. 

But notwithftanding his wifh for repofe, he 

wass 

* The reverend Dr Samuel S. Smith, who was 
unanimoufly chofen Dr Witherfpoon's fucceffpr o4V 
the 6th day of May, 1795. 



w*$ induced, through, his attachment to the in* 
ftitution, oarer which he had (b long preiided, 
enee more to crofs the ocean to promote its bene* 
fit. The fruit of that voyage was not indeed 
anfweraUe to our wifhes ; but we are not theld* 
indebted .ta his enterprise and zeal. 

After his returajto this country, folding no* 
-thing to obftro&.hai entering od that retirement, 
which was now become more dear, to him ; he 
withdrew,, in a great xaeafure, except on fomc 
important Qccauons* from the exer^ile of tliofc 
public fun&ions that were not immediately conr 
jie&ed with the duties, of his office, as prefident 
-pf the college, or his characler as a minifter of 
•the gofpd. 

Accu domed to order and regularity in bufi- 
nefs from bis youth, ne perfevered in his attention; 
to them through his whole life. And I may add 
there was nothing in which his pun&ualky and 
exactnefs were more facredty obferved, than in 
the deyotional exercifes of the chriftian life. Be^ 
fides the daily derations of the clofet, and the 
family, it was his ftatcd practice to ^bfexfve the 
laft day of every year, with his family, as a day 
of fading, humiliation ai*d prayer; and it was. 
alfo his practice, to fet apart days for fecret fa(U 
ing and prayer, as occasion fuggefted. 

Bodily infirmities began at length to come u- 

pon him. For more than two years before his 

death, he was afflicted with the lofs of fight ; 

which contributed to haften the progrefs of his 

other 
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other disorders. Thefe he bore with a patience* 
and even a cheerfulnefs, rarely to be met with, in 
the moil eminent for wifdom and piety. Nor 
would his a&ive mind, and his defire of ufeful- 
nefs to the end, permit him, even in this foliati- 
on, to defift from the exercife of his miniftry, and 
his duties to the college, as far as his health and 
ilrength would admit. He was frequently led in* 
to the pulpit, both at home and abroad, during 
his blindnefs ; and always acquitted himfelf with 
his ufual accuracy, and frequently, with more 
than his ufual folemnity and animation. And 
we all recollect the propriety and dignity with 
which he prefided at the laft commencement. He 
was bleft with the ufe of his reafoning powers t<* 
the very laft. 

At length, however, he funk under the accu- 
mulated preiTure of his infirmities ; and on the 
1 5th day of November, 1 794, in the feventy third 
year of his age, he retired to his eternal reft, full 
of honour and full of days-— there to receive the 
plaudit of his Lord, " well done thou good and 
faithful fervant, thou haft been faithful over a few 
things, be thou ruler over many things; entee 
thou intothe joy of thy Lord*" 



*~ • - 



* 



1 



I , '■ ' fc 



SERMON L 



MinifteriaLGhara&er and Duty. 



+mm*~+~ 



2 Cof. iv. 13. 
We alfo believe y tftfrf therefore fpeah 

TO underftand what ought to be the cha* 
rafter, and what principles fhould animate 
the conduct of a minifter of the gofpel, cannot 
be without profit, even to a private Ghriftian. 
It will teach him whom to prefer, when he is 
called, in jprovidence, to make a choice. It will 
teach him to hold fuch in reputation for their 
office-fake, and to improve the privilege of a 
regular gofpel-mimftry, if he himfelf is favour- 
ed with it. And I think it muft incline him to* 
make dairy fupplication* to the Lord of the har- 
veft, to fend forth faithful labourers into his 
harveft. 

But though there were no fuch general advan- 
tage to be derived from it, my particular charge, 
and the very afpeit of this audience, would eafily 

A juftify 
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juftify me in making this, for once, the imme* 
diate fubjeft of difcourfe. 

Now if we would know the character of a 
faithful minifter, we cannot better, or more im- 
mediately reach our purpofe, than by looking 
into the chara&ef*, and obferving the conduft, 
- «nd fprings of aftion, of the Apoftles of our 
Lord, who received then; commiflions immedi- 
ately from himfelf, . and were not only the firft, 
but the beft and moft fuccefsful minifters, that 
ever were employed in the Ghurch of Cbrift.. 

The Apoftle Paul, whofe call was fo fingular, 
and wiiofe labours were fo diftinguifhed, has ? in 
his Epiftles to the feveral churches, planted or 
watered by him, given us a great light into the 
chief aims he had in the exercife of the miniftry. 
In tliis chapter, and the preceeding part of this- 
Jlpiftle, he fliews the Corinthians, with what 
viiible faithfulnefs and fincerity : he had a&ed, 
and what diligence he hajl ufed in promoting 
their eternal happinefs. 

To fave time, I forbear going through the 
connection of his difcourfe, and only obferve, 
that in the words of our text, he fhows what 
kept him faithful, and influenced him to fo 
much diligence in the work to which he was 
called, by alluding to an expreffion in the 1 16th 
Pfalm. It is written, ' I have believed, there- 

* fore have I fpokeri. We alfo believe, and 

* therefore ( (peak.* In this he intimates, that 
jour inward perfuafion of the great truths of thfe 

ever- 
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cvcrlaftihg gofpel, could not but have a powerful 
influence upon him and others, to prels the imi< 
portant mefiage, and watch over the fouls of 
thofe committed to their charge. ' % ' " 

In difcourfing further at this time, I intend to 1 
confine myfelfto this fingh truth, which may 
be eafily deduced from the text : that one of the 
4 moft effentially neceffriry, and the moft cxten- 
fively nfeful qualifications of a good minifter, is. 
that he be a good man, that he have a firm be* 
lief of that gofpel he is* called to preach, and a 
lively fenfe of religion upon his own heart. Af- 
ter I mall have explained and confirmed this ob- 
fervafion, I will conclude v/itli foitie i*rac*Hcal 
reflections* 

Though I have mentioned real religion as one 
ofthe moft effentially necefiary qualifications^ *I 
am not ignorant, that taking the words in a- 
ftriftfehft, gifts are more neceflary to the being 
of the miniftry, than even grace itfelf. To make 
the efficacy ofthe ordinances to depend upon the 
mward ftate of the administrator, is a Popifii 
error, and is exprefsly guarded againft by the 
Affembly of Divines, in* our ihorter Catechifms 
in the following words : * The Sacraments/ and 
it is equally true of every other ordinance, * be- 
' come effectual to falvation, not from any virtue 

* in them, or hi him that doth adminifter them, 
1 but only by the bleffing of Chrift, and the 
' working of his fpirit in them that by faith re— 

* ceive them.' 

- - .' * A 2 But 
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But feme clegree of capacity is evidently need* 
fary in the mo& abfolute fenfe. A man who. is 
altogether void of knowledge and utterance, or 
who is deaf and dumb, may be a faint, but can* 
not be a'minifter. This concefiion, however, 
takes nothing from the force of the ohfervation> 
that real religion is of the greateft importance, 
and moft abfolutely neceflary to the faithful dis- 
charge of a minifter's facred truft. That I may 
let this in as clear and ftrong a light as I am able, 
let me intreat your attention to the following ob- 
servations : 

I, Real religion in a miniftec, will make him 
knowing, and able for his work. It-is neceflary 
for any one who intends himfelf for the office, of 
the miniftry, by diligent ftudy, andthe life of 
thofe means, with which .God -in his providence 
hath furniflxed him, to improve his underftand- 
ing, and acquire a ftock of knowledge, that be 
may be a workman that needetb not to bje 
a&amed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Ih 
this he can have no fuch incitement as concern 
for his matter's glory. Nay, he that is truly re* 
ligious, is taught of God, the beft of mailers, 
and will havefomeof his moft profitable leffoBS* 
from his own .experience. 

Let me the rather intreat your attention to 

this, that thofe who are moft apt to difparage 

* piety are alfo apt to fpeak in terms of high ap-* 

probation on the fubjecTt of literature and fcience* 

V - — -Obferve 
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— OMerve, therefore, that true religion ferves 
both to give a man that knowledge which is ne- 
ceflary to a minifter, and to direct and to turn 
into its proper channel the knowledge which he 
may otherwife acquire. It is an approved max-'- 
im in every fcience, that practical and experi- 
mental knowledge far exceeds that which is 
merely fpeculative y at leaft, though the laft may 
make the prettieft fhow, the firft is by much 
to be preferred for ufe» Any wife man, if he 
was to go a dangerous- voyage, would readily 
prefer, as his pilot, one, who had much experi- 
ence, and had failed often that way himfelf, to 
one, who had ftudied navigation in the moil per- 
fect manner afhore. So, my brethren,; every 
man who regards his> foul would choofeforhis 
fpiritual guide, one, who appears to have the 
wifdom to fave his own, and would expect by 
niin to be beft directed, how to avoid th£ rocks 
and (helves in his paffage, through, this danger- 
•us and tempeftuous ocean of life. 

But if this maxim holds true in other fcience, , 
it holds yet more ftrongly in religion* which 
cannot be truly known unlefs itt>e felt. There 
is an infeparabk connection between faith and 
practice, trufh and duty ; and therefore he that 
it a ftranger to the one, is ignorant, of the ofKer* 
I am not infemible that a bad man may efpoufe, 
and plead for a great part of the fyftemof di* 
vine truth \ but as he cannot cordially embrace 
it) fo I am inclined to think that he never truly 

A 3* underftandst . 
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understands it. *Fbc Apoftle Paul declares, thai 
it is only by the Spirit of God which is given to* 
every real chriftian, and. move efpecially to every 
faithful mimfter, that a man is enabled to treat 
Rightly of divine things : * Now we have receiv- 

* ed, not the fpirit of the workl, but the fpirit 
\ which is of God, that we might know the 
\ things- that . are freely given to as of God \ 

* which things we fpeak, not in the words which 
\ * man'* wifdom teacheth, but which the Holy 

* Ghoft teacheth, comparing ipiritual things 

* with Spiritual. But the natural man receiveth 

* not the things of the Spirit of God, for they 
- * ate fooli&nefs unto him, neither can he know 

* them, for they are fpirtually diScerned.' A* 
ths real Chriftian from that character is beftdif- 

. pofed tofeek after, fo heia by the fame means 
beft fitted to improve and apply 'his knowledge 
of fpiritual things* This will appear, if we con- 
fider what ought tor be the great work of a mini*- 
fter. He hath 10 4o chiefly with the hearts and 
consciences of his people. His bafinefs is to con- 
•• vince the ungodly; to, awaken die fecure; ta 
enlighten the ignorant } t0 direct and ftrengthea 
the iteak in the faith, and in general as a wife 
phyficiati, to adminifter the medicine proper ta 
the various conditions and diforders of his hear* 
ers. Nowitmuft, at fir ft fight, appear, that he 
who is a ftranger- to the power of godlinefs, and 
knows nothing of the fpirituai life himfelf, rauft 
be utterly unfit for difcerning how it thrives, or 

affifting 
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affiffcing-and promoting it in others. That man 
mult furdy be moil powerful in fearching, and 
moft fkilful in guiding the consciences of others, 
who has been accufbomed to examine and direct 
his own* 

I only farther obferve upon this particular, 
that true religion will purify, and direct into its 
proper channel, the knowledge he may other- 
wife acquire. It is a great xniftgke to think, 
found learning is an enemy to religion > and to 
fiippofe that an ignorant miniftry is the beft of 
fafeft. There is no branch of human knowledge 
of which a divine may not be the better, or 
which a good man will not improve to the glory 
of God and the good of others \ though fome of 
them are more important than others ; - and it is 
neceflary to give to any of them, only finch pro- 
portion of our time, as is confident with our 
great and principal aim. Now true religion is 
the great prdervative againft miftakeor abufcof 
any kind on this fubjeft. A bad. man is apt to 
ftudy, merely to gratify his own fancy ; and there 
is a fahe luxury and delicacy in feeding the mind 
as well as the body. A bad man is alfb exceeding-* 
ly prone to inteUe&ual pride and fetf-fufficiency ; 
than which, there is not a vice more dangerous 
in itfelf, or more contrary to the character of a» 
mimfter of the New Teftamsnt. But he who is; 
fan&ined' by divine grade, as he has every motive 
tx> . diligence in aspiring ^knowledge, fo ther 
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fingle purpofe to which he will wifli to apply it> 
is to ferve Cod in the ^jofpeL of his Son. 

happy and chearful, ready and willing to do his 
duty. There is a great difference between the 
prompt, and fpeedy obedience of a (errant who 
loves -his matter and his work, and the relu&ant 
labour .of him who only deceives him* that he 
may eat of his bread. A truly pious man, un- 
dertakes the office of the miniftry from love to 
God, with a view to promote his glory, and: 
what he hath counted his intertft in the world, 
viz. The welfare of the fouls of men. An un- 
holy minifter undertakes this employment only as 
a trade to earn by, and has it at leaft as his: 
higheft aim to promote his own wprldly advan- 
tage. It is eafy to fee : ia what a different man T 
ner thefe different perfons will a&, and in what 
different light they will view the faered duties of 
their function." He who truly believes the gof- 
pel and loves its Author, will reckon it hist 
higheft honour when he is called to recommend 
k to the belief of others. He will be apt tat 
teach, and will find a pleafure in carrying hist 
meffage, befides the reward he expe&s from him 
who employs him, and will undergo with chear-* 
fulnefs every fatigue he is fubjeded to in the 
execution of his office. On the other hand, he 
who is a&uated by a contrary principle, though 
he is obliged, that he may raife his wages, in 

foroe 
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feme fort to do his duty;* yethotor heavily muft 

it go on, how tedious and burdeofoiisc - muft k 

be, both ib preparation and performance! He 

will count his fervice at the altar,, and his work 

among his people, as a toil and drudgery, and 

reckon aH that redeemed time that he can favfc 

for himfelf, from the duties of his office* * ; - 

Perhaps it may be thought that there lies i 

ftrong objection againft this obfervatioh from ex* 

perience ; as it appears that fuch minifters as 

-have leaft of religion, commonly go moit tightly 

sunder the charge, and are far from feeling any 

Inirden m what is committed to them •, whereas 

the moft pious and faithful minifters feem to 

have a weight upon thfcir iplrks, and fuch a con- 

fcern for the falvatioc of their people, as cannot 

but take much from their chear&lnefs in thte 

iwbrk to which fAey are called. In aafwer to 

:this, obfenre, that an unfaithful minifter is not 

eaiy and cheftrfui becaufe his work is agreeable to 

him, but becaufe he takes as little of it' as may 

be, and feek^s his plearare more than his duty. 

Certain it is, that the work of the miniftry muft 

be irkfome and uneafy to him that believes nor, 

except fb far as he makes it fobfervient to\ an>- 

. bition, and difptays hfc own talents when he 

fhould be feeding his people's fouls. This, I con- 

fefs, which the Apoftie juftly calls preaching 

ourfehres, may be abundantly gratifying to the 

moft corrupt hearf. On, the other hand, that 

concern, for his people which is upon the heact 

of 
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©f every faithful paftor, is far from being mcort- 
fiftent with the moft folid peace and defirablc 
pleafure ariiing from the difcharge of his duty* 

. It is like the exercife of pity and companion to 
ihe'diftrefied, in him, who is ac"b'ng for their re- 
lief, "which, though mfomefenfe painful, is yet 
accompanied with the approbation .of God, and 
confcience, as flowing from a rightly difpofed 
mind, and therefore to be cberifheoHihd culti- 
vated rather than fupprefled. There is a time 
for every good man to mourn, and a time to re- 
joke, and perhaps the one is even more falutary 

"-than the other \ for we are told, that God will 
appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, * to give 

• * unto them .beauty for aihes, . the oil of joy for 
.' mourning, and the garment of praife for the 

• * fpirit of heavinefs.' 

III. Real religion in a minifter will make him * 
faithful, and impartial in the difcharge of his 
truft. The God in whofe prefence we ftand, 
and in whofe name we fpeak, is no refpe&er of 
perfons, and neither fhould we be, in dbing h» 
work.. There is commonly a great variety of 
perfons, of diflefeht ftations, and of difltrent 
characters, committed to the infpeclion of a mi- 
nifter \ the ' pleating or difpleafing of whom, 
• has a confideraWe, influence on his wordly eafe 
andintereft. This is a great temptation to be 
unfaithful, and often leads to fpeak unto them 
€i fmooth things, and prophecy deceit " or at 
kaft, not to deal with aU that freedom and im- 

par**. 
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fwtiality, that his duty to God requires. In 
every unregenerate man, worldly iatereft in one 
ihape or another, either vanity or gain* is- the fu~ 
preme motive of action a , and therefore, as moft 
men are impatient of reproof, it cannot be fup- 
pofed, that an unfan&ified minifter will venture 
to provoke their difpleafure, or to gall them with 
unacceptable truths. .The favour of the great, 
or the applaufe of the multitude, he certainly will 
feek more than the edification of any* On the 
othp: hand, he who truly fears God, and believes 
what he teaches, will att with faithfulnefs .and 
jboldnefs. He will remember, that if he feek 
to pleafe men, he ' cannot be the fervant of 
Chrift. He will therefore no farther obtain, and 
indeed no farther wifh to obtain their favour, 
than as a diligent difcharge of his duty approves 
him to their confeiences in the fight of God, or 
forces the approbation of the impartial, notwiths- 
tanding the refentment . of particular offenders. 
It is only the fear of God can deliver us from 
the fear of ihan. I do not pretend that all who 
fear God are wholly delivered from, it ; but fiire- 
ly, bad men muft be far more under the govern- 
ment of this {infill principle. The one may fail 
occasionally, the other is corrupted wholly. 
There axe two reafpns which incline me particu- 
lary toinfift on that faithfulneft, which can only 
flow from true piety* 

i. That preaching, in order to be ufeful, muft 
be very particular, and dofe in the application. 

General 



General truths, and aBfrra&reafomng have little 
or no influence upon the hearers, as the igno- 
rant cannot, and the wife will not apply diem -to 
themfefves. 

a. The other reafon is, that private admoniti- 
on, and pergonal reproof, are a great part of a mi- 
tetttfer*s duty, and a duty that cannot be performed 
by any Man who hath not a fteady regard to the 
crefence and command of that God, who hath 
fethim to watch for the fouls of his people, to one 
that muft give an account. 

IV. Real religion fii a minifter wHl make him 
fcttive and laborious in his work* Diligence is 
nbfolutely necefiary to the right difcharge* of the 
Y>aftbral duties, whether public or private. It re* 
'quires no finall attention and labour to feek 'out fit 
and acceptable words, as the preacher exprefses it, 
to ftir up the attention of the inconflderate, to 
tiwaken fccure, and convince obftinate finners,to 
linmafk'the covered hearts of hypocrites* to fet 
fright the erring, and encourage the fearful. Anun- 
-beBeving mirrifter muft be carelef? and flothfuL 
•As 'he is unconcerned about the fuccefs of his 
Work, he cannot have any great concern about the 
manner of performance, cut he who believes the 
tinfpeakable importance of what he is employed 
about, hoth to himfelf, and his people, cannot fail 
to be diligent, lie knows, that Jie himfelf muft 
tofwerto God for the "care he has taken of the 
-fouls committed to his charge, and that if he does 
--"- - not 
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not faithfully warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways, their blood will be required at his hand. 

Oh ! my brethren, what a ftriking conlidera- 
tion is this, to fuppofe ourfelves interrogated by 
the Supreme Judge, concerning every finner un- 
der our charge ! Did you earneftly warn this un- 
happy foul, by earned exhortations in public, and 
by ferious afleclionate expostulations in private to 
confiderhis ways? It is aneafything,bya partial 
or curfory performance of our duty, to fcreen our- 
felves from the cenfure of our fellow men ; but 
to ftand at the judgment feat of Chrift, and anf- 
wer there for our diligence, is a more awful trial. 

"Will not alfo a concern for his peoples intereft* 
animate a pious minifter to diligence ? If he is 
truly pious, as he loves God, he loves his brother 
alfo. The Apoftle Paul fays, " Knowing there- 
fore the terror of the Lord, we perfuade men." If 
a man in good earneft, believes, that cverlafticg 
mifery muft be the portion of all who die in an un- 
renewed ftate, what pains will he not take, to pre- 
vent finners from going to that place of torment ? 

One "who could fee a fellow creature, in the 
rage of a fever, ruming to the brink of a preci- 
pice, and not retrain him, would fall und^r laf- 
ting infamy. Muft not the fame companion move 
the heart of a ferious perfon, who fees his fellow- 
finners going blindfold to the pit of perdition ? 

It is their not believing thefe things, that makes 
themfo fearlefs in finning $ if you truly* believ 
them, will you not make an effort to alarm tlvsu 

B * Ther 
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There are no motives like thefe to diligence 
that believes, will certainly fpeak. 



V. In the laft place, real religion will make a 
minifter fuccefsful in his work* This it does, both 
as it fits him for doing his duty to his people, which 
has been illuftrated above* and as it adds to his 
precepts the force of hisexample* Firft, it makes 
him fuccefsful, as it fits him for his duty* It is 
true indeed, that God only can give the bleffing 
ttpon a minifter's labours, and that he can fave by- 
many, or by few, by the weakeft, as well as by the 
ableft inftrument; yet we fee from experience f 
that in all ordinary cafes, he proportions the fuc- 
cefs to the propriety, or fufficiency of the means. 
Neither is there any furer mark, that God intends- 
effe&ual benefit to any part of the world or the 
church, than when he raife's and commifEons mea 
eminently qualified to plead his caufe. Therefore, 
Teal piety, even in the refpeft, contributes to a mi- 
nifter's fuccefs. If diligence in all other things pro- 
duces fiiccefs, it muft be fo alfo in the miniftry. 
If he that lays out his ground with the greateft judg- 
ment, prepares and drefles it with the greateii: 
care, has the moft plentiful crop; if the fliepherd 
diat waits moft diligently upon his flock, feeds 
them in the beft pafture, and leads them to the faf- 
eft fhelter, has the moft increafe j then that mi- 
xiifter, who dbeshis duty moft wifely and powerful- 
ly, will alio fee moft of the fruit of his labours. 
JButreal and unaffected yet vifiblc ferioufnefs, 

ha* 
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has alfo ite own proper additional influence on & 
ininifters fuccefs. .An apparent and vifible im- 
preffion upon the fpeaker's mind, of what he fays, 
gives it an inexpreflible weight with the hearers. 
There is a piercing heat, a penetrating force, in 
that which flows from the heart, which diftin-* 
guifhes It not only from the coldnefs of indiffer- 
ence, but alfo, from -tfie falfe &e of enthufiafhx or 
Tain glory. Befcdes all this, the example of a 
pious minrfter, is a conftant mfbrtftion to his peo- 
ple. It ratifies his doctrine while he not only 
charges them to do what he fays, but to be what he 
is* This will receive much illuftration from its con- 
trary. • . / 

A mmifter who has-a carelefs, untender walk* 
defeats, by his life, the intent of his preaching* 
Though ' in ;resrfbn, it cannot juftify.any one in 
drfobeyhig wholefome inftrultions, that the in- 
ftra&or defpifes them hinrfetf ; yet it is one of 
the moil common excufes men make for them- 
iHves, atndfew'excufes feemto ki their conscien- 
ces more at eafe. Loofe and carekfs perfons 
think themfelves quite 'afclibertyto defpife the re- 
proofs of their paftof^ if, while he teaches others- 
he teaches not himfeHL 

Nay, not onlj* isit*hus with the profane, but. 
even thofe who ha*e tJie greateft regard for re- 
ligion, are not fo much affected with the fame 
truths; when fpoken by one they think indifferent 
about themj as when fpoken by one, who feems 
t& feel tvhat he fpeaks> and who lives as he teaches* 
: - B; Experience 
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Experience greatly confirms the whole of this 
reafoning — for wherever an eminently pious mi- 
nifter has lived, and laboured long, there is com- 
monly to be found the moft knowing, ferious, 
fobcr-minded, and judicious people : nay, the 
very memory of fuch a minifter is often long con- 
tinued after Jie is gone, and his example is pro- 
pofed by his hearers to their children's chil- 
dren. 

From all thefe confiderations, I conclude, that 

-the moft important qualification of a good mini- 
fter, is, to be a believing preacher, and that, if he 

♦ faves his own foul, he will be the probable mean 
of faving them that hear him. 

I proceed now to make fome improvement of 

,. the fubject: 

Reverend Fathers and Brethren ; * 
As we would wifh our people to do,. let us take 
heed how we hear, and make a faithful applicat- 
ion to ourfelves, of what 'hath been faid upon the 
fubject. Let it engage us to a ferious examinati- 
on of ourfelves, left while we preach the gofpel 
to others, we ourfelves fhould be reprobates. 

. This ought to be the fubject of our frequent and 
ferious thoughts, for feveral reafons. We are in 
danger of thinking ourfelves too eafily fafe, by 
comparing that outward regularity, to which 
cur office itfelf, even from fecular motives, obli- 
ges us, with the licentious extravagance of pro- 
fane finners. We ar^e in danger of miftaking our 
frequent thinking and fpeaking of the tilings of 

God 



.God, in the way of our calling, for an evidence of 
Inje religion* in ourfelves. We may alfo, perhaps, 
npifoke thofe gifts with which God hath furni- 
. flied us, for the benefit of his own people, as the - 
fonts of the. Spirit, and of gracious difpofitions in 
our hearts, A minifler .is as much liable to felf- 
decek as others, and in fome refpecls .more fo. 
.We have therefore much need* often to make 
trial of our ftate, as well as tq give all diligence 
to make our own calling and election fure. 

But let us beware of imagining, that this dif- 
-.courfeis only applicable to fuch aa have no real, 
faith in Chrift. God forbid ! that there were 
any minifter among us, a complete unbeliever, 
counting the gofpel a fable. But faith, and every 
other gracious difpofition grafted upon it, are ca»- 
pable of many degrees of improvement and 
firength j and in proportion to the ftrength of 
our faith, and the impreffion we have of divine 
things, will be our diligence, and confequently 
^ur fuccefe, in the wosk of the miniftry. Let us 
therefore imprefi our minds, witlj. a more and 
more iwely fenfe, of the important truths which 
•we teach and hear.. Let us not ftarve- ourfelves* 
while we are. feeding others; but fiudy to . arrive 
at a greater degree of love to God, and delight in 
him; a greater .'conformity to his blefled image, 
m purity $f heart, and integrity of life. Let us 
in a fpecial manner*, ftudy to attain to more and 
more intimate communion with God in fecret 
which is the fign of our dependence upon him* 
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and the very exercife of love to him, which is tie 
means of conftancy, and the fource p£ joy in re- 
-ligion. 

Above all, let us fet our -affections upon the 

things that are above, where our Redeemer fits, 

at his Father's right hand. As our profcifion is 

to be pilgrims, and ftrangers in th?' earth, to live 

by faith, and not by fight ; let f us ftudy, to raife 

our hopes of, and defire after, the heavenly in- 

. heritance. By this, we fhall not only believe, but 

•know and feel the value of true religion, which 

cannot fail to make tis diligent in feeking the 

: good of others. 

Oh ! my brethren, what reafon have we to he 
inwardly aihamed at the weaknefs of our faith, 
and the coldnefs of our love, as they fhew them- 
felves, by our indifference in the duties of our 
office ! We are often ready both to complain and 
wonder, that our hearers are fo little afiefted 
with the moft awful confiderations j that they 
can hear with indifference of everlafting happi- 
nefs, and fit without fear under the denunciati- 
ons of eternal wrath ; that we cannot perfuade 
them, it is of importance to think what fhall be- 
come of them for even But is it not alfo to be 
wondered at, that we ourfelves can often fpeak of 
thefe things with fo little emotion ? Can we ever 
be fufficiently affecTaed with the danger of ourr 
hearers, when we confider, tHat we muftr either 
fave them by convincing and converting their* 
jiQW> or deliver our own fouls, by witneffing, ju& 

tiding; 
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tlfying, and perhaps pleading for their condem- 
nation at the laft day ? However plain and fimpfe 
thefe truths are, of the final judgment of mini- 
fters and people, they are quite unfathomable in 
their meaning and importance to both. It is 
ftrange that we can think of them without the 
deepeft concern, or even fpeak of them without 
•tears. 

Let us pray that the Lord would encreafe oiir 
faith, that believing we may fpeak, and that our 
fpeech may be with fuch efficacy, by the bleffing 
of God, as many finners may be thereby brought 
to everlafting life \ that we may approve ourfelves 
to him that fent us ; and that when Chrift, the 
chief Shepherd fhall appear, we may receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
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Man in his Natural State* 



Rev. iii. 1 7. 

Secaufe thou fiyeft, 1 am rich, and ittereafed imih 
goods , and have need of nothing ; and knowefl not 
that thou art wretched, and miferable, and poor y and 
blind, and naked. 

I- « 
N order to preach the gofpel with fuccefcj it is 
neceflary that we fhould begin, by eftabliihing 
the great and fundamental truths, on which all 
the reft are built, and to which they conftantly 
refer. Nay, it is neceflary that we fhould often 
look back to thefe, andiee that we be not off the 
foundation, or that it be not weakly, or imper- 
fectly laid. Of this fort, I take the guilt, mifery, 
and weaknefs of our nature to be ; and therefore 
fcaye chofen the words now read, as the fubjecT: of 

difcourfc 



k • 



Man in his na t ural State. 2 1 

.difcourfe, in which the Spirit of God reproves the 
fufficiency, and felf-righteoufnefs of the church 
ofLaodicea. 

rc Becaufe thou fayeft, I am rich, and increafed 
in goods, &c." I fuppofe you will all eafily under- 
ftand, that the words are figurative, and are fpoken 
entirely with a view to the fpiritual ftate of that 
church. In this light, let us confider what is pre- 
cifely their meaning. 

We may either fuppofe, that this charge is 
brought againft .the church of Laodicea, becaufe 
there were many there, under the profeffion of the 
gofpel, who were notwithstanding, ftill in a natural 
unrenewed ftate — ftrangers to the power of religi- 
on ; of which, their being thus unhumbled, and 
infenfible of their guilt and mifery,was the evidence \ 
and for which, the remedy is prefcribed in the fol- 
lowing words : «< I counfel thee to buy of me gold, 
1 tried in the fire, that thou mayeft be rich, and white 
< raiment that thou mayeft be clothed, and that the 
« fliame of thy nakednefs do not appear •, and a- 

noint thine eyes with eye-falve, that thou mayeft 

fee.' 

, Or we may fuppofe, that this . reproof was in a 
great meafure applicable to them all in general,; be- 
lievers and unbelievers 5 the beft of them, being 
exceedingly prone to truft in themfelves, that they 
were righteous \ inftead of that humble depen- 
dence on the merit and grace of their Redeemer, 

which ought not onlyto be the refuge of the fin-' 

ner* 
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iter, but the confidence of the faint. And there 
is no queftion, that this is a proper caution to pro- 
feffing Chriftians in every age, to. beware of iplit- 
ting on the rock of felf-fufficiency. 

But as this difpofition reigns in the heart* of e- 
very one that is yet at a diftance from God, is the 
foundation of their fecurity and impenitence, and 
is what they muft be brought off from before they 
can be reconciled to God ; it is for their benefit 
♦that I chiefly defign this difcourfe, though it may 
alfb be ufeful, and fhall be in part applied to the 
children of God. It is an affedting thought when 
purfued to its confequenCes $ yet, alas ! it is un- 
queftionably true, that in every aflembly, fuch as 
this, of profeffing Chriftians, there are not a few*, 
who are in u the gall of bitternefs, and in the 
bond of iriquity,* uriMer the wrath of God, and 
liable to the condemning fentence of his law ; and 
at the fame time, that the far greater part of them 
are ignorant of it, and know that they are c< wret* 
ched, and poor, and blind, and naked.'* 

In difcourfing farther upon this fubjeft, therefore, 
I fhall, • 

I. Endeavour to prove and illuftrate this truth 
that all mankind are by nature in a ftate of fin antt 
mifery, under the bondage of corruption^ and Ha* 
ble to the wrath of God. 

II. I (hall briefly fhew you,^ that being brought 
to a lively fenfe a and genuine conviction of this, is 

the 
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-the firftand a neceflary ftep to the faving know- 
ledge of God in Chrift. — And, in the laft place, 
{hall make fome practical improvement of the fub-^ 
jeft. 

I. In the firft place, then, I am to prove and il-» 
luftrate this truth, that all mankind are, by nature, 
in a date of fin and mifery, under the bondage of 
corruption, and liable to the wrath of God. What 
is (aid in this pafiage of the Laodiceans, is univer- 
fally true of the pofterity of Adam. Unlefs an in- 
ward and eflential change has been wrought upon 
*hem by the grace of God, they are c wretched, and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked/ It is 
alfo true of them, as well as the of Laodiceans, that 
they know it not ; but vainly prefume themfelves 
to be rich, and increafed with goods, and to have 
need of nothing. If thefe two things are jointly 
true of many of you my hearers, there is nothing in 
which you can have fo great a concern j therefore, 
let me earneftly befeech your moft ferious attention 
to what fliall be faid, as the fuccefs of this conviftion 
is neceflary to your underftanding, or profiting^ 
by any other part of divine truth, as I fhalli after- 
wards fhew you. 

The proof of -the truth here aflerted, can be onfjr 

of -two kinds : i . From Scripture, which is thetef- 

timony of God declaring, it •, 2. From the vifible 

ftate of the world, and our own experience finding 

it to be fo 

i« That all mankind are by nature in a ftate of 

* fiBt 
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fin and mifery, appears from the exprefs and repeat- 
ed teftimony of the word of God. And this tefti* 
mony we have, not only in particular pafiages car} 
rying the truth, but in the ftrain and fpirit of the 
srhole, and the feveral difpenfations of Divine pro- 
ridence there recorded, which are all of them built 
upon this fuppofition, and intended to remedy this 
univerfal evil. 

See what God declares: Gen. vi. 5. c And God 
€ faw that the wickednefs of man was great in the 

* earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 

* of his heart, was only evil continually/ And again, 
4 the imagination of man's heart is evil from his 
f youth.' We may take the Pfalmift David's teftimo- 
ny of himfelf, as a fample of the reft of mankind ; 
and indeed he plainly intimates that it is a common 
calamity : € Who can underftand his errors ? Cleanfe 

* thou me from fecret faults. Behold ! I was fhap- 
4 en in iniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive 

* me/ 

We may take alfo the teftimony of the«Apoftle 
Paul in his epiftle to the Romans, which is the more 
full to our prefent purpofe, that as he had never 
been at Rome, he is there laying the foundation 
of religion in general, and the Chriftian difpenfa- 
tion in particular, by a clear and explicit proof of 
the need the world had of a Saviour, from its uni- 
verfal corruption and depravity. See then what 
he fays—' What then ? Are we better than they ? 

* No, in no wife 5 for we have before proved both 
4 Jews and Gentiles^ that they -are all under fin. 

As 
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s it is written, c There is none righteous,no not 

* orie/ AncI again-^ c Now we know 4 that what 
** things foever the law faith, it faith to them who 
**£& under the law," that every mouth maybe flop-' 
f ed, and all the world may become guilty before 
4 God.— for all have finned and come fhort of 
«* tlie glory of God.' 

You may alib fee, that the Apoftle traces this 
dSbrderto its very fburce.-—' Wherefore as by 

* one man fin entered into the world, and death 

* T>y fin ; and fb death patted upon all men, for 
*' that all have finned/ 

I fhall add but one exprefs faigture-teftimony 
more,— c And you hath he quickened who were 

* dead in trefoafles and fins/ 

But, befides the particular paflages of fcripture, 
pofitively declaring this truth, the whole frame 
and contexture of the fcriptures, and all the 
difpenfations of divine providence recorded in 
them, are a proof of the fame thing. Man is 
every 1 where considered as in a fallen and finful 
ftate. Every thing that is prefcribed to him, 
and every thing that is done for him, goes upbij 
Chat fiippofition. It is not one man, or a few- 
jnen that are in fcripture called to repentance, 
But all without exception* Now repentance is 
only the duty of a finner. An innocent perfon 
cannot repent, he has nothing to grieve for in 
his heart, or to ferfake in, his life. It k alfd 
proper to obferve, that one of the fcripture-cha- 
Rafters of God is, '* mferciful and gracious, flow to 

C anger, 
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1 anger, forgiving iniquity, tranfgref&on and fin. 1 
Now, he could not be to us a forgiving God, 
9nd there would be no need that he fhould be 
revealed under that character, unlefs we were 
finners that flood in need of pardon. Mercy, 
indeed, is the diftinguifhing attribute of God* 
and this can only have refpeA to offenders. All 
the other perfections of God might be exercHed 
towards pure and holy creatures, but mercy only 
♦towards finners. He might be a good, holy, 
juft, wife, powerful God to perfons in a ftate of 
innocence, but he can fhew mercy only to the 
jttilty. 

Do not the difpenfations of God's providence 
, fhew the fame thing ? He fent the flood as a 
teftimony of the wickednefs of the world, and 
for the punifhmeht of a guilty race. Remember 
' * $fo the facrifices which were appointed and ac- 
}■ **" cepted by God from the beginning of the world. 
Sacrifices are for atonement and expiation. They 
* ?re plainly a fubftitution in the room of a for- 
; ^ feited life. It is doing violence to common 
fenfe, to make them any thing elfe. The whole 
" Jewifli oeconomy, which had in it fo many fac- 
rifices, fo many offerings, fo many warnings and 
^> purifications, does plainly fuppofe the perfon 

ufing them to be infe&ed with fin or moral pol- 
lution. Had not this been the cafe, they had 
been extremely abfurd and improper, * 
But the ftrongeft teftimony of all that God 

Rath given to the guilt and corruption of man- 

kind, 
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kind, is his fending his own Son into the world 
to redeem them by the facrifice of himfelf.— -Tc* 
what purpofe redeem them if they were not in 
bondage ? Why fo coftiy an expiation if ottf 
lives had not been forfeited to divine juftice ? 
But that it was for this purpofe that Chrift came 
into the world, is fo plain from the whole of the 
fcripturesi that I fhall felect but one paflfage out 
of many to prove it.— ' Whom God hath fet 

* forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his 
9 blood, to declare his righteoufnefs, for the re-* 
4 sniffion of fins that are paft, through the for-- 
9 bearance of God/ 

What is faid already, oh this head, is a full 
proof from foipjture, that man is now by nature 
in a ftate of fin : that he is alfo, in confequence* 
of .that, in a ftate of milery, and Kable to the ~ 
wrath of God, is proved by many of the fame 
pafiages, and by many others.—* For the wrath 

* of God is revealed from heaven againft all un- 

* godlinefs and unrighteoufnefs of men, who hold 

* the truth in unrighteoufnefs.— ~For the wages of 
4 fin b death, &c* But I need not multiply paf- 
iages to this purpofe, for in all God's difpenfa*- 
tions, the deferved punifhment of finners is as- 
evident as their finfiilhefs itfelf. It is, indeed, 
fully proved from the eflential perfections of 
God, particularly his holinefs and juftice. He 
is of purer eyes than that he can behold ini<prf- 
ty. * Evil cannot dwell with him, nor fools, that 

* is, finners, ftand in his fight/ • 
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Is not all this thai, my brethren, a fufficiect 
proof from the teftimony of God, that man in a 
natural ftate is iinful and miferable? Shall we 
affirm ourfelvcs to be whole if he faith we are 
unfound ? Do we know more than God ? Will 

m 

we not give credit to the fountain of truth? Nor 
as it any objection to this, that we ourfelves 
know it not, or are frit little fenfible of it. One 
confiderable > part of the difeafe is bjindnefs of 
underftanding ; fo that we may and muft, till 
pur eyes are opened, be ignorant of our danger. 
•—We may think and fay that we are rich, and 
increafed in goods, and have need of nothings 
yrhile we are ' wretched, and miferable, and blind 
' and naked.' 

2. The fame thing appears from the vifible 
ilate of the world, and our *own experience. 
Unbelievers are apt to hear with indifference and 
neglect, what they are told from fcripture-tcfti- 
mony, unlefs otherwife confirmed to them : and 
it is with the unbeliever we have now to do. 
Befides, the eftabliftunent of this truth, upon 
oth£r evidence than that of fcripture, ought to 
have a powerful influence in inducing men to 
.believe the other, truths in fcripture, that are 
connected with and founded upon it. I think it 
therefore highly proper to lay before you what 
evidence we have of our loft ftate, from the ob- 
fervation of the world, though the fcriptures had 
.been fiient. I would likewife recommend to all, 
what fliall be faid on this fubject, to preferve 

your 
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your faith, unihaken, and keep you from blaf- 
phemous, unbelieving thoughts, if at any time 
you fhould be tempted to them : fince, even 
tmenlightened reafon confirms the foundation of 
divine truth, and nature and providence con- 
fpire in preaching the doftrine of divine grace. 

Now, doth not our experience, as well as the 
ebfervation* of others, (hew us, that we are born 
in fin, and conceived in iniquity ? May we not 
fay from our own knowledge, that the imagina- 
tions of the heart of man are only evil from his 
youth, and that continually ? Is there not a prone- 
nefs and tendency to* evil, univerfally to be 
obferved in mankind^ and a backwatdnefs and 
averfionto that which is good ? Is not this ap- 
parent even in children, upon the firft dawn of 
reafon in their minds, and the firft > fight of 
choice or inclination in their hearts ? Surely it 
tnuft be owned, that in that early) period* they' 
are at leaft comparatively innocent.-— If any a- 
roong us is without fin, it muft be the youngeft ; 
* yetfoUyisboundin the heart of a child.'— -How 
hard is k to ' guard > them from* evil* and to in* 
fpire them* wkh good difpofitions, even by the 
wifeftrand'earUeft care in tl^ir inftruftion ! And 
even^ after the moft iuccefsful pains, are there 
not ftill many remaining blemifhes, through the 
jirevaknce x>f . corrupt nature, which fhfew, that 
the N ground-work itfelf was faulty ? But, on the 
contrary, how eafily do men learn that which is 
«*il-? Do they need to be taught^? h it. not 

Cj enough 
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enough to give them licence ? How juft is that 
defcription in Jeremiah ! ( They are wife to da 
* evil, but to do good they have no knowledge/ 
I am far from denying, that men arc improved 
and forwarded in fin, by inftruclion and ex- 
ample, as well as in that which is good : but it is 
plain, they are far apter icholars in the firft tharx 
in the laft : which plainly fhews, they are more 
powerfully difpofed to it by nature. Nay, is it 
not evident, from the univerfal experience and 
teftimony of tbofc who act from a^rinciple of 
religion, that it is extremely difficult, with all 
the care they can take, to refift the propenfity of 
nature to the contrary 5 and that in the beft, it 
often gets the fuperiority, when they are off 
their guard ? Is not this an evidence of the de- 
pravity and corruption of human nature, and its 
tendency to evil ? Are thofe who hate fin often 
overcome by it, and fhall tboie who love it, pre- 
fume to fay they are free from it ? * 

If any ihould afk, how I prove that that courfe 
pf action to which human nature is inclined is 
evil, without the affiftance of fcripture ? I an- 
fwer, from reafcn * and that many ways*-— from 
its pernicious effefts on fbcieties, and private 
perfons \ from the' teftimony of the world in ge- 
neral, when others than themfehres are concern* 
ed, and from the teftimony of every man's con* 
fcience, in his own cafe. Who is there, that 
does not , often feel in himfelf a powerful ten* 
dency to what he cannot but in his heart con* 
* demn ? 



' Man hi bis natural State. 31 

demn? Is not his confidence. God's vicegerent? 
and doth not natural religion, as well as the re- 
ligion of Chrjft, declare him corrupt ? So that I 
may fay with the Apoftle Paul, not citing the 
paffage as a proof, but as an ilhiftration and de- 
icription of the charafter and ftate of natural 
men——* For when the Gentiles which have not 
' the law, do by nature the things contained in 
' the law: thefe having not the law, are a law 
( unto themfelves, which {heW the work of the 
1 law written in their hearts, their confeience al« 
1 fo bearing witneis, and their thoughts, the 
' mean while, accufing or elfe excufing one 
' another.' 

Thus there is as much light remaining with 
us fince the fall, as to {hew, that we are but of 
the way, but not to bring us back to it again. 

As a ferious confideration of the ftate of the 
wicked may {hew us our natural impurity, fo it 
hath been Ibng ago difcavered, and confefled by 
many of the ancient Heathens, who never heard 
of the name of Chrift, nor knew of the remedy. 
Theft, decerning by nature the perfectly purtf 
and holy nature of God, and comparing it with 
the difpontions prevalent in man, could not re* 
concik them together: but concluded, that at 
creature fo corrupt could not come in that con- 
dition out of the hands of its Creator. This dif- 
ficulty fine of them endeavoured to fblve by a' 
ftate of pre^exiftence, which bears fome refem- 
blxnce to the true folution given of it in the ho- 
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!y fcripture, viz. the apoftacy of our firft parentsy 
which entailed a corrupted nature upon their 
pofterity, in which the light of nature and re- 
vealed truth feem almoft wholly to coincide. 

It is to the fame thing that I cannot help at- 
tributing the practice that fo univerfally prevail- 
ed over the Heathen world, befbre the coming 
.of Chrift, of offering facrifices, to* appeafe the 
wrath of the deity fuppofed to be offendedl 
That the ctrftom of facrificing prevailed very ge- 
nerally, perhaps univerfally among the Heathen 
nations, at the greateft diftance from, and hav- 
ing no correfpondence with each other, is a cer- 
tain and unqueftitmable fa&. Neither do I fee 
to what caufe we can afcribe it, unlets to one of 
thefe two ; either an ancient tradition from the 
beginning of the world, and fpread with the in* 
habitants' through the feveral parts of it, as they 
fcparated and peopled it, or to the common* 
condition of human nature, which di&ated the 
fame thing to perfons in fuch diftant places* 

If the firft of thefe fuppofitions is embraced*. 
Which indeed I fuppofe to be the truth, itap* 
pears, that facrifices were appointed by- God ta> 
man in his fallen ftate, for the pardon offin, and* 
that they had reference to the great propitiatory 
iacrifice of Chrift upon the crofs. 

If we prefer the laft fuppofitionj it would/ 
fecm as if the confcioufnc& of guilt had uniform- 
ly prompted men in all ages and nations: to offer 
up. feme atonement for their offences. la both": 

<&fes*i 
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cafes, it equally ferves to prove the corruption 
and finfulnefs of human nature. 

Now, as what hath been faid plainly proves 
the impurity of man in his natural ftate, fo h» 
mifery and HaHenefs to puniihment may alfo be 
proved, both as a natural confequence of his fin.- 
fulnefs, and even more plainly by itfelf. There 
is not only a considerable degree of a&ual mifery 
in the world, but plain prefages of more to foJU 
low it in the world to cojne # . Need I take up 
much time in enumerating the rfeveral miferies 
and calamities incident to human life ? Are not 
opprefnon an£ injury fronvone another, poverty* 
jGcknefs, pain and death, the plain fruits of fin, 
and viable tokens of Cod's difpleafure ? Man, 
with fome marks of fiiperiority and excellence of 
nature, is even, by means of his fuperiority, his 
.knowledge, and forefight of his own fufierings, 
more miferable than any other of the creatures 
.that is equally fubjeft to the ftrokc of death. 

To the whole, I fball only fubjoin. one con*, 
fideration more, which is applicable to both 
parts of -the argument—— I have often thought, 
that the ' natural terror and fear with which 
' men arc poflefled, of the prefence of God, or 
* any remarkable token of his power, is nothing 
' elfe but an indication of guilt, or an apprehen- 
c fion of wrath.' 

Ton may fee fome incidents in fcrjpture, from 
which it is natural to conclude, that when God 

make* 
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An Inducement to come to Chrift. 



Rev. Hi. 17. 

1 

Becaufe thoufayefi, Lam rich, and increafed with 
goods, and have need of nothing ; and hnoweft not 
that thou art wretched, and nuferable, and poor, 
and Mind, and naked. 

HAVING, in a former difcourfe, proved 
and illuftrated this truth, that all man- 
kind are by nature in a ftate of fin and mifery, 
under the bondage of corruption, and liable to 
the wrath of God :— I proceed now to the fe- 
cond thing propofed, which was to (hew you, 
that being brought to a lively fenfe and genuine 
conviction of this, is the firft, and a neceflary 
ftep to the faving knowledge of God in Chrift, 

On this 1 fhall not need to fpend much time, 
as it is fo exceedingly plain, both in itfelf, and 
from what hath been already faid.— It is, how- 
ever, 
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ever, ftecefiary to fet it clearly before you, in or- 
der to lay a foundation for the improvement of 
the fubjeft. 

If the doflrine of Chrift, and of him cruci- 
fied, proceeds upon the fuppoiition of our finful 
and miferable condition by nature, then furely it 
an neither be valued, embraced, nor improved ; 
and indeed, I think hardly underftood, by thofe 
who know not this their natural ftate. What 
Chrift hath done, and promifes to do in our be- 
half, is defigned as a remedy for our diftrefled 
condition ; and therefore, till the diftrefs is 
known, the remedy will be fet at nought. If a 
phyfician fhould offer his care and flrill for the 
recovery of a man, who efteemed himfelf in 
perfeft health, would he not deride the propofal* 
fo long as he continued in that opinion ? If any 
toan fhould offer a charitable fupply of clothes 
and food to one, who imagined himfelf immenfe- 
ly rich, and gloried in his riches, would he not 
look upon it as the groffeft infult? 

Juft fo is the gofpel treated by all fuch as fee 
not their mifery. What is the fubftance of the 
gofpel ? c To you, O men, I call, and my voice 

* is to the fons of men. Behold ! I preach to you 

* Chrift crucified, a Saviotir, fuited to your ne- 

* ceflities, able to fave to the uttermoft, all that 
' come to God through him. He is well fitted 

* to be a Mediator between you and your offen- 

* ded maker. He hath offered l^imfdf up, a 

* facrifice to the juftice of God, for your fins, by 

D i the 
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€ the merit of which, you maybe faved from 
f deferypd and impending ruin. He offers him- 
' felf as a guide, to direcl: your feet in the way 
( of peace— to ftand by you in the difficulties 

* and dangers to which you are expofed, and to 

* give you, by his communicated ftrength, a 
' complete victory over all your enemies/ 

What reply doth the unconvinced firmer 
make to all this ? Why he faith, ' I know 
c nothing of this mifery you fuppofe ; wherefore 

* then a Saviour ? I fee no fin ; what necefllty 

* then for an atonement ? I fear no wrath ; 
c therefore will ftek for no interceflbr. My 
f eyes are open, therefore I will have no guide. 
' I know of no enemies, and therefore will not 

* enter into contention with a fhadow, or flee 

* jvhen no man purfueth.' 

Thef©, my brethren, are either direcfly or' 
implicitly the thoughts of men, in a fecure and 
unconvinced ftate *, and while they are fo, they 
can fee no form nor cdmelinfefs' in the Saviour, 
nor any beauty that they fhould defire him. 

It is otherwife with the brdken in (]?jrit. He 
fees his own vilenefs and unworthinefs, and 
therefore cannot lift his eyes' to God, but 
through the atoning blood of Chrift. ' He fears 
the avenger of blood, and therefore! * flies to the 
c city of refuge'-—^ The menage of the gofpelis to 
him indeed glad tidings of great joy, and he 
counts it a faithful faying, and c worthy of all' 

* acceptation,* 

: The 
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The juftice of this representation you may fee 
from what our Saviour himfelf fays, of the end 
'of his coming : € They that be whole need not a 
i phyfictan, but they that are fiek : But go ye 
1 and learn what that meineth, I will have mer* 
' cy atfd not facrifiee j for I am not come to call 
4 the rightepus,. but finners to repentance.' 

See alfo the terms of his invitation. ' Come 
' unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden> 
1 and I will give ydu refl/ 

Appetite and knowledge of neceffity is firft re- 
quired, or fuppofed to the beftowing of gofpei 
bfeffings. ' Ho ! every one that thirfteth, come 
' ye to the waters/ 

I fhall only add, that we find by the inftances 
recorded in fcripture, of fuch as were converted 
bf the preaching of the gofpei, that their converfiott 
1 took its rife from conviction of fin.*— * Now 
1 when they heard this, they were pricked in 

* their hearts, and faid unto Peter, and to the 
c reft of the apoftles, Men and brethren, what 
f fhall we do V See alfo the iriftance of the jailor 
~ c Then he called for a light, and fprang in, 
c and came trembling, and fell down before 

* Paul and Silas : and brought them out, and 
1 faid, Sirs, what muft I do to be faved ?' 

Repentance unto life, and the return of the 
finner to God, proceeds from the fame caufe in 
every age. Who are the perfbns who believing- 
ty a Pply to Chrift for the pardon of their fins, 
but thofe who fee they are undone without him ? 

D 2 Who 
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Who are the peribns in whofe eyes he is moil 
precious, and who maintain the mod habitual 
dependence upon him ? Are they not thofe wha 
have been moft effectually humbled, and fee their 
own infufficiency for any thing that is good ? 

From all this I conclude, that none can come 
to Chrift by faith, but *hofe~who-&e themfelves 
to be ( wretched, and miferable, and Wind, and: 
• naked.' 

Let us now make feme improvement of what 
hath been faid upon this fubjecT: for your inftruc- 
tion and direction. 

I. I would improve what has been faid cm 
this fubjeft, for difcovering the danger of many 
among us who have never yet been brought to a 
jtjft fenfe of their charatter and ftate. Eyenths 
general belief that fuch often have in the fcrip- 
tures, may fhew them what they have to fear. I 
might, no doubt, firft of all obferve, how very 
guilty and miferable thofe are, who are moft no- 
torious for fins of the grofleft and moft fhamefiii 
kind. But my fuhject leads me more directly ta 
cpnfider who are m general unrenewed, than to 
mark the feveral degrees of guilt in particular 
finners. From the te^t, therefore, and the iU 
luftration of it, I am authorifed to declare to you> 
and ' I befeech you to hear it with application,* 
that all fuch as were never brought to a real dis- 
covery and inward fenfe of their miferable con*, 
dition by nature, are ftill in a ftate of wrath, and 
grangers, to, t;he power of religion, whatever may 

be 
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be their profeffion, and whatever may be them 
prefent peace. Oh! how eafy is it to lay afleep 
a natural confcience, and to keep a deceitful cor- 
rupt heart in a ftate of eafe and fecurity ? Some 
formality in outward duty, fome moderation^ in 
fin, foto fpeak, the natural decay and weaknefe 
of human paffions or youthful lufts, in a charac- 
ter formed by human prudence, and regulated by 
health, credit or gain, is often made to fupply 
the place of a heart renewed by the fpirit and 
grace of God. But confider,. I befeech you, 
that though fome may be ten-fold more-the chil- 
dren of the devil than others, yet all by nature 
are the fervants of fin \ and ( except a man be 
1 born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of 
1 God.'— It is not only fuch as are prophane oc 
unclean : fuch as riot in brutifh fenfiiality ; fuch 
as are the plagues of human fociety 5 who live in 
brawls ami contention, but all in whom* an eflen- 
tial change has never been fought, that are thu& 
included under condemnation*. 

It is ufual for men to take encouragement* 
from feeing others, worfe than, themfelves > an4 
to confider all the threatenings in fcripture, as 
levelled againft the chief and capital offenders & 
but my text is chiefly dire&ed to fuch as fay 
they are ' rich, and increaied with goods.' Can 
you fay then, my brethren, that you have been 
brought under genuine convictions of fin ? Have 
you been obliged to fall down proftrate before 
God, when fitting upon the throne of his holi- 

p 3 ' nefs* 
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nefs ? Have you found the fentence of death in 
yourielves, and' difcovered no remedy but in 
Chrift ? If this has never been your cafe, you 
have reafon to fear, that you are yet ' in the gaM 
. * of bitternefs, and in the bond of iniquity.* 

But I muft tell you alio, that this is matter of 
feeling, more k than. of profeffion. It is not e- 
fcough to fpeak honourably of Chrift or of hk 
works* Many do fo, who never felt their nece£* 
fity, or ferioufly and in good earneft applied to 
him. It were a happy thing, if all among our 
hearers, who call for evangelical preaching, who 
quarrel with us when they think we do not 
preach the Saviour's crofs, the loft ftate of man* 
and the do&rine of free grace, were experimen- 
tally acquainted with thefe truths. Many foch 
have only been accuftomed to hear the Redeem- 
er fpoken of with reverence. They may be able 
to imitate the language of fome of his fervants,. 
though they know very little of that brokennefo 
»f fpirit which accompanies true repentance. 

But left this fhould be in any meafure miftak- 
en," I muft make thefe two observations :— The 
£rft is, that a Uvely fenfe, and deep convi&ion 
©f fin, is, properly fpeaking, but a negative mark 
of true religion ; giving us to know, that the un- 
humWed are yet impenitent.-— For it is certain* 
that many have been under very ftrong convic- 
tions, nay, have been driven to the very borders 
of defpair with terror, who yet never were ef? 
fe&ually changed, but ftifled their convictions 
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end returned to their former fecurity of heart) 
and careleflhefc of life. 

' Secondly,' there may be fome, on the other 
hand, who are truly ' born of God/ iq. whom, 
the terrors of conviction have not been very re- 
markable. This happens moft frequently in the 
cafeofthofe, who are called in their infancy, or 
earlier years, and who have had the advantage 
efacarefol and pious education. It would be 
deftru&rve of the comforts of God's children, to 
lay down * one method' in which he always pro- 
ceeds. He is free and fovereign in the manner 
of his dealing with finners ; and foftejis fome 
hearts by kindnefs, as well as others by correc- 
tion. So that if the end be brought about, we 
need be lefs felicitous about the fteps of his 
procedure* Yet I think humility of fpirit is in- 
separable from real religion ; and if it be lefs vi- 
\ fible in the anguiih of repentance, it will be ftill 
! manifeft in the temper of the penitent. 

II. het me now, for the improvement of this 
fobjeft, lay down a few of the beft and moft 
folid evidences of genuine conviction pf fin. 
And, 

1. It is a good fign that conviction is genuine, 

when there is a clear and deep apprehension of 

the evil of fin, as well as the danger of it. 

When the mind dwells, not only on the atrocity 

' of particular crimes, but on the aggravation of 

j aB fin, as fuch : when the finoer is truly offen* 

ded 
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ded with himfelf, for departing from his makerfe 
fervice ; breaking his holy laws ; forgetting or 
defpifing his innumerable mercies ; there ma) be 
and there is often an apprehenfion of fuffering, 
when there is little fenfe of the evil of fin ; but 
the conviction is then genuine, when it makes 
the finner not only remember what he has done, 

* but confefs what he has deferved.' 

2. It is a good evidence, when the fenfe of 
the evil of fin abides and grows, even though the 
fear of wrath may in a great meafure have a- 
bated. 

It is obfervabie, that conviction of fin ufually 
takes its rife from fome grofs or heinous a&s, 
which firft alarm the confcience; and in fuch a 
fituatton, the attention of the penitent is fixed, 
on nothing elfe, but the enormities of his life* 
If this view continues, and produces its effects, 
Jie is foon brought to fee and confefs the inherent 
vanity of his heart y the worldlinefs of his affec- 
tions ; and the unprofitablenefs of his converfa- 
tion. It is a very common thing, for perfons 
who feem to have fome fenfe of the commiffion of 
crimes, to have little or no fenfe at all of the ne- 
glect of duty, and of living daily to themielves* 
It was a heavy charge, however, brought by the 
Prophet againft Belihazzar :— * And the God in 
? whofe hand thy breath is, and whofe are all thy 

* ways, haft thou not glorified/ Wherever there 
is true repentance, though there may be the great- 
eft deace of mind, there will be alfb * deep and 

rowing 
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growing fenfe of the evil of fin, and the obligation 
of being habitually devoted to God* 

3. It is a good evidence, when there is a con- 
tinued -and growing efteem of the neceffity and 
value of the mediation of Chrift.— —It was to fave 
tinners that he came* A fenfe of fin is neceflarjr 
to our receiving hiin; and in proportion to its 
ftrength, will certainly be our attachment to himv 
This indeed is- the great and vital principle of the 
fpiritual life.-*—* I am crucified with Chrift, nej- 
c verthelefs I live* yet not I, but Chrift liveth in 
1 me : and the life which I now live in the flefh 
' I live by the faith of the Son of God *, who 
' loved me> and gave, himielf to die for me.' 

4. The beft and fureft jnark of real conviftioa 
of fin, is* if it leaves you poflefl^d in a deep ha- 
teed and abhorrence of it, and 4 daily folicitude 
to fly from k. Some may counterfeit a fenfe of 
the evil of fi% to their osra hearts $ may have a 
real fear of its bitter confequences ; and even a 
prefumptuous reliance on Chrift for pardon j and 
yet ma"y in fojoae inftances adhere to the praclide 
ofit. 

Floods of tears from fitch a perfon avail nor- 
thing ; but he hath certainty truly forrowed for 
fin, who in his pra&ice forfakes it :— that is to 
fay, he is not willingly fubjedb to any known fin* 
hot fays with Elihu, ' That which I fee not teach 

* thou me. If I have done iniquity, I will do no 

* move. 

III. 
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III. Let mehefeech all ferious perfons to ink* 
prove this fubjeft for the trial of their ftate. Exa- 
mine, by the principles above laid down, the 
reality and the progrefs of religion in your fouls*. 
Have you a growing fenfe of the evil of fin, and 
of your own unworthinefs ?— -This is at once an 
evidence, and a mean of growth in grace. He 
that thinks leaft of himfelf* is higheft in God's 
account ; and the more a believer increafes in ho- 
liness and real worth, the more he increafes in 
humility. As it is an evidence, it is alfo a mean 
of further, improvement ; for he that hath the 
deepeft fenfe of his unworthinefs and weaknefe, 
will certainly live moft by faith, in the merit and 
grace of his Redeemer. 

Therefore, Chriftians, try yourfelves by thi* 
important fign : Whether do you, by religious 
duties, build yourfelves up on felf-righteoufnefs, 
or do you only learn by them, how far you fall 
fliort of what is incumbent on you ? What in- 
numerable evils compafe you about 5 and there- 
fore, how much have you need of mercy infteati 
of reward ? Do you look upon the works of riglv- 
teoufnefs which ^you have done, as fomething, by 
which you merit at the hand of God \ or do you 
look upon them as the evidence of his own work; 
in you, and for you, and give him the glory, to 
whom it is due ? 

IV. I (hall now conclude *the whole, with a 
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Few diredidns for producing and prcferving this 
profitable fenfe and conviction of fin. And, 

1. Let me beg of every hearer theferious con- 
lideration of himfdf and his ways. Many have 
no fenfe of their finfulnds, becaufe they have nd 
knowledge of themfelves at all \ but go through 
the world, in uninterrupted thoughtleffiiefs and 
unconcern. Is there any thing of greater mo* 
ment than the ftate of your minds, and your 
hope towards God ? Inattention is perhaps a 
more univerfal caufe of impiety, than high-han* 
ded and obftinate profanity. Would you but 
ferioufly confider your ways, and lay to heart the 
things that belong to your peace, I would count 
it a hopeful circumftance > and expect you would 
fpeedily fee your danger, and God in his mercy 
would lead you to the cure. 

2. Give yourfelves much to reading and hear- 
ing the word of God. The entrance of hit 
word giveth light —It is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, and correction 5 but it is particular- 
ly neceflary for conviction ; for by the law is the 
knowledge of fin. What wonder, if thofe whe 
never open a Bible, and feldom enter into the 
houfe of God, fliould be ignorant of their guilt 
and mifery ! The word of God fliews his right 
in you, pleads his caufe, and challenges your apof- 
tacy. It is exceedingly rare that thofe who have 
fairly turned their backs upon God's inftituted 
*orihip, are difturbed in their fecurity j but are 

fuffered 
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fuffered to fleep on, till they fleep the fleep of 
death. But it frequently happens, that thofe 
who attend ordinances, even from no higher prin- 
ciple than curiofity, cuftom or form, find, that 
the word of God is * a fire and hammer' that 
breaketh the rock in pieces ; ' that k is quick 

* and powerful, fliarper than any two-edged 

* fword, piercing, even to the dividing afunder of 

* foul and fpirit, joints and marrow, and is a 

* difcerner of the thoughts and intents of the 

* heart/ 

3. In the laft place, let me befeech you often 
to feat yourfelves in the immediate prefence of 
God, or rather, frequently to recolleft, that you 
can no where go from his Spirit, or fly from his 
prefence. There is, if I may fpeak fo, a light and 
glory in the prefence of God, that difcerns 
and difclofes the works of darknefs. We may 
Often excufe or palliate our conduct to men, and 
even hide its deformity from our own view, when 
we could not juftify it to ourfelves, if we reflec- 
ted, that ' it is open and manifeft in the fight of 

* God/ — If, therefore, there is any thing in your 
jyrac*Hcej which you are inclined to palliate and 
apt to excufe, — fuppofe you were ftanding at the 
judgment-feat of Chrift, where all of us fhall 
fliortly be ; and think, whether your excufes will 
then ftand the teft of his impartial featch. 

If our hearts condemn us not, God is greater 
than our hearts, and knoweth all things. It is 
therefore the duty and intereft of every finner, 

to 
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to take fhame and confufion of face to him- 

felf, and apply to the * blood of fprinkling 

, * which Jpeaketh better things than the blood of 
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Proverbs xxx. 7. p . 9. 

2"W things have I required of thee, deny me them 
not before I die : Remove far from me vanity and 
lies ; give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me 
with food convenient for me ; left I be full and 
deny thee, and fay, who is the Lord? Or left I 
be poor and fleal, and tale the name of my God 
tn vain. 

My Brethren, 

OUR dependent condition as creatures,' and 
much more our dangerous condition as 
iinners, expofed to daily temptation, renders 
prayer a duty of the moft abfolute neceflity. You 
. muft all be fenfible, how frequent and preffing 
*he exhortations to it are in the Holy Scriptures. 
J\nd, indeed^ there cannot be a better evidence 

of 
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«f a right temper of mind, than art habitual dif- 
pofition to the exercife of this duty. 

But as prayer is a neceffary duty, we ought to 
give the greater attention to the manner in which 
it is performed. We ought to afk only forfuch 
things as are truly fafe and ufeful. We ought alfo 
to offer up our prayers with importunity, or re - 
ferve, according to the nature and comparative 
importance of thofe bleffings we defire to obtain; 
All our wants are perfectly known to God \ he is 
alfo the beft. judge of what is fit for us, and 
therefore, our petitions fliould be well weighed, 
and exprefled in fuch terms, as, at the fame 
time that they intimate our defires, leave much 
to himfelf, as to the meafure and manner of fa* 
tisfying them; 

; We have an excellent example of this pious 
and prudent conduct, in the prayer of the pro- 
phet Agur, juft read in your hearing. All his 
requefts are fummed tip in*two general heads. 
Thefe he feems to infift upon, as " abfdlutely ne* 
ceflary to afk, with that humble, holy confidence, 
which is founded, on the divine promife, that if 
we afk anything agreeable to his will, he hear;* 
eth us. He feems alfo to afk them, as what 
would fully fatisfy him, and be fufficient for the 
comfort of the prefent life, and the happinefs of 
the life to come. * Two things,' fays he^ c have 
<: I required of thee, deny me them not before/ 
or, as it xmght rather to be tranflated, ' until 
fc Idie.' . . 

E z Thefa 
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Thefe two requefts are conceived in the fbl- 
lowing terms : ' Remove far from me vanity and 

* lies, give me neither poverty nor riches.' The 
jSrft, viz. c Remove far from me vanity and 

* lies,' evidently relates to the temper of his 
mind, and the ftate of his foul. The fecond, 
viz. < Give me neither poverty nor riches, re- 
bates to his outward condition, or circumftances 
in the prefent life. There are two things in the 
general ftruclure of this comprehenfive prayer, 
that merit your particular attention. Firft, The 
order of his requeft ; beginning with what is of 
nioft importance, the temper of his mind, and 
his hope towards God \ and then adding, as but 
■deferving the fecond place, what related to his 
prefent accommodation. 

Secondly, The connection of his, requefts 
The choice he makes as to his temporal condi- 
tion, is in immediate and direel fubferviency to 
his fan&ification. This is plain from the argi*- 
ments with which he preffes, or the reafons 
which he affigns for his fecond petition. * Give 

* me neither poverty nor riches, left I he full 
4 and deny thee, anil fay, who is the Lord ? Or 

* left I be poor and fteal, and take the name of 

* my God in vain.' 

My brethren, I am perfuaded that this fub- 
jecl: can hardly be, at any time, unfeafonable to 
a Chriftian aflembly, as our mifplaced, excefiive, 
and unreafonable defires, are the greateft ene- 
mies to our progrefs in holinefs, as well as to 

our 
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*rar comfort and peace. Perhaps, however, there 
are fome circumftances that render it peculiarly 
proper for this auditory. Young perfons are 
very apt to cherifh'vaft and boundlefs defires as 
to outward things 5 and having not yet experi- 
enced the deceitfulnefs of the world, are apt to 
entertain exceffive and extravagant hopes. The 
truth is, rich and poor, young and old,. may 
here receive aleflbn of the utmoft moment. 

Let me therefore intreat your attention, while 
I endeavour' io open and improve this pafiage of 
the Holy Scriptures; beginning, at this time, 
with the firft requeft, s Remove far from me 
f ' vanity and lies/ 

In difcourfing on which, I will endeavour, 

I. To explain the import of it, or fliew at- 
what it chiefly points, and to what it may be fup- 
pofed to extend. 

< 

II. Apply the fubjeft for ypur v inftruftibn and* 
direftion- 

I. I'am to explain the import of the prophet's 
prayer, or fhew at what it chiefly points, and to 1 
what it may be fuppofed to extend, in the peti- 
tion, * Remove far from me vanity and lies.' 
The word vanity} efpecially when it is joined, as 
it* is frequently in Scripture, with € lying, or lies/ 
is of a very large and comprehensive Signification.- 
T5ie word in tjie original, translated < vanity/. 
t E3 P^o- 
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properly fignifics ' lightnefs* or f emptinefi •/ and 
* lies fignify ( falfehood/ in opposition to c truth/ 
I imagine we fhall have a clear conception* 
both of the meaning and force of this phrafe, if 
we make the following remark : God himfetf is 
the great fountain of life and exigence : the 
great I AM, as he emphatically ftyles hirafelf to 
Mofes j the * Original' and the f only reality,' if 
I may fo fpeak. AO other beings have only a 
dependent and precarious exiftence ; fo that the 
creation itfelf, though his own work, compared 
to him, is vanity. * Vanity of vanities, lakh the 
4 preacher, vanity of vanities, all is vanity? 
Therefore, in a particular manner, the word is 
often ufed to denote the folly of all idolatrous 
worfhip ; or the giving the refpeft and honour 
to any thing die, which fc due to God alone*. 
c They have moved me to jealouiy with that 

* which is not God, they have provoked me to 
* € anger with their vankies. Are there anya- 

4 mong tht vanities of the Gentiles that can eaufe 
' fain ; or can the heartens give /bowers, art thott 

* not he, O Lord our God P 

Sometimes it is uftdto denote the f fcHy or 

* unprofitabtenefe* of any vice, and particularly 
of an iH founded conceit of otirfelves, as weB as > 
of all fraud sod di&hnufotion, in word or a&ura. 
So that this prayer for our fouls, ftort as !t ap- 
pears to be, wheir considered in its foil extent, 
will be found to contain a great variety rf impor- 
tant n^ter.-— Tkk J jttedi cndtafflrtur to give jmst 
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abrief account of, under the following parties 
Jars. 

i. We are hereby taught to pray, that we 
may be preferved by divine grace, from all falfe 
and erroneous principles in religion ; fo as we 
may neither be deceived by them ourfelves, nor 
any way inftruafrental in deceiving others. This, 
by what has been fajd of the ufe of the words in 
Scripture, appears to be implied in the requeft^ 
audit is of more moment thanforae are willing 
to allow. The underftanding being the leading 
faculty, an error there fyreads^ts unhappy in-< 
flaenee through the whole temper and life.. 
Whereas, on the contrary, light in the mind: 
produces fidelity and iecurity in the co^fciencc> 
and tendernefe hi the cojiverfation. You may 
obferve, that through the whole biftory of the 
Old Teftament, idolatry, or a dapprture ftom the 
knowledge and worship of the true God, k the 
leading fin, and the fruitful fource of every other 
vicious praAice. We fometimes, indeed, feem 
to ftand aftoni&ed at the excefike pronenefs of 
the ancient Jews to this fin. But we need only 
a lktk reflection to difcaver, that an evil heart 
of unbelief continues the feme at bottom, and 
daily produce* the l&o dangerous tflk&s* How 
prime have men been i» all ages to depart froiQ 
the fimplicky of the truth I In how maay dif- 
ferent fhapesha^e they perverted it } One age, or 
one country, has been polluted by one error ) 
/and another by an oppofite } impelled by the uor 
,. , * ' " . ftable 
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ftable and irregular fancies of men of corrupt 
minds. In the laft age, the great theme of the 
carnal reafoner was, to attempt to expofe the 
Scripture-Doftrine of God's certain knowledge, 
and precife ordination of all events ; and in this, 
fate and neceffity, have become the ftrong hold 
of infidelity, and are. embraced, or feem to be 
embraced, by every enemy of true religion with- 
out exception. Error, fhifting its ground, in- 
deed, is but natural ; for lying vanities are in-r 
numerable ; but the true God is th» fame * ye£> 
1 terday, to-day, and fpr ever. 

At this very time, how abounding and . pre- 
valent is infidelity, calling in queftion the moft 
important and fundamental principles both of na- 
tural -and revealed religion ! And how properly 
is this defcribed, by the exprefiibn in the text, 
4 vanity and lies j* for it always takes its rife from 
the pride and vanity of the human heart ! Some- 
times a pride of understanding* which afpires to 
pafs judgment on things far above its reach, and 
condemn things long before they are examined 
and understood : Sometimes alfo, from a pride of 
heart, or felfrfuffieiency, that is unable to endure 
the humbling and mortifying view given us in 
Scripture of our character and ftate. Oh how 
readily do men turn afidfc from the truth ! With 
what greedinefs do they drink in the flattering 
but deftru&ive poifon ! Need I point out to you 
the fatal effefts of fuch principles taking place ? It, 
loofens the obligations to obedience, takes off 
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the edge of the reproofs of confidence, and thus 
removing restraints, leaves men, in the empha* 
fcical language of the Hply Scriptures, ( to walk in 

* the ways of their own hearts, and in the fight of 

* their own eyes.' 

But in this requeft, € remove far from me vaCnU 
4 ty and 'lies,' I would not have you confine your 
views tothemoft grofs infidelity and avowed op~ 
pofition to God. Pray alfo, that you may be pre- 
served from error, or miftake of any kind ; but 
efpecially fuch as have the grcateft influence on 
the fubftance of religion, . 

A clear apprehenfion of the 1 holy nature, and 
righteous government of God— -*the infinite evil 
of fin— the foundation of our peace in the blood 
of the atonement-p-^and the renewing of our na* 
lures by the Holy Ghoft, feem to me ahfolutely 
necefiary to true and undefiled religion. And 
they are the truths which particularly ferve to ex- 
alt the Creator, and lay the creature in the dufl;* 
When, therefore, we confider how grateful to 
corrupt nature everything is, that tends to fofter 
pride, to create fecurity, and fet the mind at 
eafe in the indulgence of fin 5 we muft be fen* 
fible of now great importance it is, to pray for 
divine direction and divine prefervation. No- 
thing is more dangerous to men than confidence 
and prefumption ; nothing more ufeful, in faith, 
and practice, than humility and felf-denial. 

2. This prayer implies, a defire that we may 

be preferved fromfetting our affections on fuch 

objects 
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objects as are but vain and unfatisfying, and will 
in the end, difappoint our expectation. I take 
this to be not only a part, but. a. very important 
part of the Prophet's, meaning. The world is 
the great fource of temptatiqn \ the powerful and 
unhappy influence of which we may daily fe£ •> or 
rather, all of us daily aad,fenfibly feel. What is 
it pofiefles the fancy, rnifleads the judgment, in- 
flames the affections, confumes the time, and 
ruins the foul, but thefe prefent enjoyments, of 
which the wifeft of men, after a full trial of 
them, have left us their character, f vanity of 
* vanities.' 

I am feniible that I have now entered upon a 
fiibjecl, which is far from being difficult to en* 
large upon, and yet, perhaps, very difficult to 
treat with propriety, or in fuch a manner as to 
have the intended effect. There is nothing more 
eafy than, in a bold declamatory way, to draw 
pictures of the vanity of human life. It hath 
been done by thoufands, when, after all their 
broken fchemes and difappointed views, they have 
juft fuflered fhipwreck upon the coaft of the ei*- 
chanted land of hope. But from fuch men we 
may expect to hear the language of defpair, rather 
than of experience ; and as it is too Ltfe for the 
inflruction of the fufierers, {q it very rarely has 
.any effect in warning others to avoid the danger. 
What I would, therefore, willingly attempt is* to 
coniider this matter in a fober fcriptural light 5 if 
,fo be, that it may pleafe God to carry conviction 

to 
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*© (mm* hearts, and make it truly ufeful, both tai 
:#pea£er and hearers. u 

Let me, therefore, my brethren/ point out to 
you precifely, wherein the? Vanity of the world 
lieth. Theworld> in itfelf, is the workmanfhip 
of God, and every thing that is done in it, is by 
the ordination or permiffion of God. As fuch it 
is good, and may be ufed in fubferviency to his 
honour, and our own peace. But through the 
corruption of our nature, the creature -becomes 
the xival and competitor of the Creator for our 
Jiearts.— When we place our fupreme happinefs 
upon it, inftead of making it a mean of leading 
lis to God, then its inherent vanity immediately 
appears. — When men allow themfelves in the in- 
dulgence of vicious pleafures, how juftiy w&J 
they be called * vanity and lies !' They are fmil- 
ing and inviting to appearance, but how dreadful 
and deftrudtive in their effedfe ! c Whoredom and 

* wine, and new wine taketh away the heart J 
Thofe who refufe to be confined by the laws of 
piety and fobriety, vainly think they are walking 
at liberty, when they are bringing themfelves in- 
to fubjeftfon to the fevereft and moft inflexible of 
all matters.' Read the juft and ftriking defcrip- 
tion, by Solomon, of the effefts of whoredom ; 
and refleft on the innumerable calamities brought, 

. in every, age, on perfons and families by unbridled 
luft. See alfo the effe&s of intemperance and 
excefs 4 — f Wine is a mocker, ftrong drink is rag- 

* ing, and whofoever is deceived thereby is not 

* wife 
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u* Aft* again t« Tte'vdrtinfc*d and gtat- 
c ton ihall *o*tt6 to poverty. Look not Upon 

* thd^ine when ^ is rdi, when 4r gftretb ?hs 
' colou* ift t*te ^/ wfcm»fe motfeth it&f&ightf 
4 at laft, te fciWlh *tt» ^flfc^y'*ttd'f8ligMli 

* like all fiiddtttf 'to * : ' f * vr-.-cs -mm nj »ur 

Thmfc 6n Uh«* UAfapfif toiffetpi&tces •*# «*f- 
hdnfcfty v aad r ft*at«f. 1 ■* B«0S£<*f feefcefrift {wfe*><fto 

€ a man, Mir rftei*wardi-liis^o<tth 4&Rbe tilted 
« with gravd.' — Ywi itiay aHbfee, th iritittoer* 
abte • paffage* ' of 8q4ptiifej tfcfct ^^eTioti » bf 
Others as#i*aflfc ofthfedeepeft'dye^fc it H 6(» 
ten remarkably ovefrtafcfei*, : feftid punifhed in the 
courfe of provklenciy eten iri' the prefent life, 
4 Envy thoii not the eppreflbr, and choofe none 

* of his ways ; for the froward is abomination to 

* the Lord, but hi* fecret is with the righteous. 
f \Rie curie of the Lord is in the houfe of the 

* wicked, but he Heflfeth the habitation of the 

'juft:' 

But there is fomething more in this requeft, 
than being preftrvedlh>m praftifcs direcHy vici- 
ous; fot the fefttoigbf our hearts upon worldly 
things, and making'&efti our chief ptttHbri ani 
delight, is certainly fe<*mg aftfet- k vamty Ad lies/ 
They are for 'froni affording 'that ^aj^eTs aiid 
peace which we demand of tkem, 'ahtfexpeft 
6bm them. * A little that a righteous man hat&, 

* is better than the riches of many wicked.' Can 
there be any thing more comfortable to experi- 
ence* &» that fbtmg expreffion, « Thou pre- 

*pareft 
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* pareft a table for me in the prefenceof mine* 
' enemies, thou anointeft my head with oil, my 
1 cup raanedi over/ You may alfo find in the 
ward of god, many wannngaof the folly of thofc 
*tattaveliath£'pa& of ambition, and put their' 
troftia man. ( Sorely men of low degree awe 
' vanity, and.men of higk<kgree are a lie* Put 
i not your truft m princes, nor in the fon of man, 
' in whom there is no help. Happy is he that 

* hath the God of Jacob for his help, whofe 
' hope is in the Lord has God/ But the moit . 
comprehenlive remark of all, upon this fiibjeft, 
is, that human life itielf is fo exceedingly precari-v 
ous,. that it muft write f vanity and emptineis' on 
every thing, the pofieffion and ufe of which is 
confined to the prefent ftate. ' Behold thou haft 

* made my d^ys as an hand-breadth.' What a 
ftrikmg pt&ure does our Lord draw of the vanity 
of human happinefe, in that parable of the ground 
of the rich man, which brought forth plentifully ! 

* And he thought wkhin himfelf, laying, what 
( ihall I do, becaufe I have no room where to be- 
c flow my fruits ?' And while this man i&fedu- 
loufly employed in making provigon for a long 
and happy life, * God &*d onto him, thou fool, 
' this night fhall thy foul be required of thee, 
( then whofe ihatl thofe things be which thou 

* haft provided ?* 
„ The whole of the preceding reprefentation 

V may be fummed up in this excellent fentence of 
H the wife man ; « The wicked worked* a dpceitfoV 
f \ , . F * ™rk 
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. * work 5 but to him that: foweth jTghteoufly fhall 
*-«be a (lire reward^ * • \a » -r •:*!•.**• 
r Mow, my brethren, need I addybowprcuaewe 
am to be iediaftrayy ob a greater ,orjlcfc degree* by 
fach .* canity and lies ??m*A domat;infift upon <the 
«oa(ny victims, wbich*in eiteryage, bare been feen 
to 1 faH by the idefbrn6hivc hand of vircfc, .How o\a- 
$y-' hove ;boen rumedL by loft, tfbin by intempe- 
rance, w beggared by>dirooncfty ! But $ infcreat 
yo« particularly to obferve, that when we fet our 
aftclion^ kQiiinoderjateiy>iapoa any earthly object 
or enjoyment, or when -they are not truly fencli- 
fiedvhowmmth theyjdifeppoint our expectation 
in pfefieffionjaikd what feeges of diftrefs we pre- 
pare for ourfelvcs by their removal. 

3* Thfis reqoeft, ' Remove far £rom me vanity 
* € : and lies,' implies-, that God would gracioufly 
^referveois from deceiving ourfelvcs, and think- 
ing our character better* and our ftate fafer than 
it really is. When we take a .view of the ftate of 
the world, and the conduct *>f thofe who have not 
yet caft offaUbefiefarf eternity* and a judgment 
to come, it is impoffibie to account for their fecu- 
rity, but by a.' grnafc degEce^f felf-deceit. We 
may fay of them/whh the prophet Ifaiab, ( Hefeed- 

* eth onafhes> a deceived, hesurthathl tunned ihim a- 
*• fide, that he cannot deliver hist foul, nor fajy 

* Is there not a lie in my right hand ?' Afid from' 
the reprefentation given by our Saviour, it is 
plain that many fhall continue -in their miftake, 
and only be undeceived at the laft day. ' Not, 

€ every 
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■ * erery one.jbhat fayeth unto me. Lard, Lord* 
*- fhall enter into the Kingdomiof rfeaven.' How 
awful* *a refte&kwi «thi&>! Howj dreadful ^rdifaj^ 
poLnw^m^totdifcare^'qiiE nriferyjoirty whdn there 
b no^ore hopeof jdfcfapmg ifci ila thecerttot a po- 
ffifaility^of this.bgkigithe unfcwkk , many of you, 
Bffy ^rctfiiren^i ^ atod do! yott>mot itrembte ati the 
thought iVl Would f not^vilh. any, ira gengj&l, to 
giveaway t<ia lpfoirtwofiil3ojidagsj.w^ 
but the baft of the chiklrdn of God have often 

. dfcfcoversd. this holy* jqaionfy of theoafclves, ' Who 

* can trndtrftaaad- his fcrrorsi? Cleanfe them me 

* from fecret • faults : Keep hack thy; fervant alfo * 

* from prefuxnptaous fins ^ilet theni not have do- 
1 .minion over me, then fhall I be upright, and I 

* (hall be innocent from the great traafgreffion. , * 
And again : * Search me> O Qod, and know my 

* heart j. try me* and know my* thoughts 5 and 

■ * feeif there be any wicked way^in me, and lead- 

* me in; the wayeverlafting.' , 
This leads me naturally to add upon this fubjeft,% 

that we ought' to • pray "for preservation fcom felf- 
deceit, as to particular branches of our character 
and conduct as well as our general ftate.—— Many, > 
evenupoittthe whole, good inen^ are occafionally 
and infeniibly hrottghtyfor.a feafon* under the di- 
rection of finful paffions; They may be indul- 
ging themfelves without fufpicion, in what is, not»- 
withftanding, really provoking to God, injurious 
oroffenfive to others, and, in: theiffue, hurtful to 
their own peace. . They may be making an enjoy- 

. F z ment, 
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TOent, a talent, a relation, an idol, when they 
think they are keeping within the bounds of duty. 
They may be indulging a finful refentment,when 
they think they are promoting the glory of God. 
Many an excufe for neglecting commanded duty, 
from prudence or difficulty, fatisfies ourfelves, 
which will not fiand in the day of trial. What 
reafon for the prophet's prayer 'In the fcnfejuft 
now*>.aftigned, / Remove far from me vanity and 
< lies/ ' . 

4. In thenejrt place, this requeft implies ade- 
fire tb be preserved from pride and felf-conceit, 
upon any fubjcft. There is not any thing that 
affords a ftronger evidence of our being unacquain- 
ted with ourfelves and our own ftatc, than that 
propensity to pride and vanity, which is fo com* 
men to us all. It is thought by many, that pride 
was the fin of the angels, that caft them down to 
hell. It is plain, that pride was the main ingredi- 
ent in the firft fin of man. And perhaps it is 
a juft and proper defcription of all fin as fuch, 
that it is a dethroning of God, and letting up felf 
to be loved, honoured and Ferved in his room, 
This fin is by no means confined to the worft of 
men, in whom it hath an abfolute dominion ; but 
retains and difcovers an unhappy influence inrthe 
very beft.—— Every thing may be the fuel of pride 5, 
our perfons, our performances, our relations, our 
ppfieifions 5 nay, fo pliable, and at the fame lime 
fo prepoflerous is this difpofition, that men are 
found fometimes proud of their very vices and 

defects 
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defects; But how ill do, pride and vanity fuit 
fitch poQr mortals as we are, who feem horn but 
to die f— Who, after pamng through a longer 
or ihorter Jleries of weakneflfes, difappointm6nts 
and troubles, muft at laft be laid in the filent 
grave, to moulder in the duft. We are depen- 
dent v creatures^ who haye npthihg ? and can have 
nothing hut wliat we receive from the unmerited 
favour of God. ' We, are unwife and ignorant 
creatures, who know nothing to the bottopi, and 
therefore areSjable to continual miftakes in our 
conduct. Thofe among us, .who have tl^e great- 
eft comprehenfion of mind, and know moft \ as it 
ferves to ihew the comparative ignorance of the 
bulk of mankind, fo it ferves to convince them- 
felves how little they do know, and how little they 
can know after all, compared with what is to them * 
unfearchable. 

But, above all, we are fihfuV creatures, who 
have rendered ourfelves, by our guilt, thejuft ob- 
jects of divine difpleafure. Is there any who dares 
to plead exemption from this character ? And do 
pride and vanity become thofe to whom th£y ma* 
nifeftly belong ? Cm any thing,, be more^foolifh 
than indulging fuch dHpofitions? There is a very 
juft expreflionof one of the apocryphal writers : 

* Pride was not made for man, nor, a high.look 

* for him that is born of a woman.' Indeed they 
ace fo evidently unfuitable . to our ftate and cir- 
cumftances, that one would think we mould need » 
no higher principle than our own reafon and ob- 

F 3 fervation' 
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fervation to keep us free from them* We d<* 
however, need the <noft eamefk and afiiduou* 
dddreiTes to thie throne of grace, to hare all pride 
and vanity removed from u$»~— How* hatefiti i* 
pride to God ! We are told; * he *efifteth the 
4 proud.' On the contrary, rio ^ifpofifeion is tnorfe 
amiable m his fight Asm htffraihtyj f He givcth 

* grace to the humbfe.' And again : * To this 

* man Will I look* ever* tc? him that is poor and 
' of a contrite fpirit, and ttembleth at m^ wtmd. 

* For thus feyeth the high and lofty One, that 
' inhabited! eternity, whofe name is holy? I 
( dwell in the high and holy place, with him aHb 

* that is of a contrite amihumbk ipifit \ to revive 
. f the fpirit of thehumWe, and to revive the heart 

* of the contrite ories.' 

It rfiuft, therefore, be the dtity and intereft ef~ 
every good man, not only to refift pride and vani- 
ty, but to make k xpart of his daily fupplication 
to God, that he may effe&ualry be delivered from 
• both* 

5. In the laft place, this requeft implies a de- 
fire to be delivered fttKn fraud and diffirrnriation 
of every kind. It bone of the glccknjs attributes 
of" God, that he is a God of truth, who will not* 
and who cannot Ik. He. alfo requires of ail his 
fervants, and i* delighted witk truth in the inward 
j>arts. But there feems to be fome difficulty in 
this part of the fubje£, more than in the others. 
Some will fay, why pray to be delivered from 
fraud anddiflimulatton ? This might bean exhor- 

" ' tation 
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fatten to thefinner, but cannot be the prayer of 
the penitent*. If they ate fkicere in their prayer 
it ferns impofl&fer there can be any danger of 
frais& Fraod impHes < dfellbaaitiGft 'and ' detign, 
and though it may be coneeakdfronv others upon 
whom it is excrcifed, it can never be concealed 
from the 'perfoa in whom h dwells, and by whom 
it is contrived. 3fiu* to the very iattgmge of fome 
rerfoners, who-' infer iltomitjthattbougk there %rt 
maiiyotherfms to Which anm^n»e^beHaU&wMi- 
oot kno*^ k,yefctfois cat* never be the cafe with 
diifimulation, • - i ,: ji 

But, my bmbrerty if fat tonftter hew apt men 
are, upon a fud$etf<^e*^tia*foft of fear or flume, 
or the pfofpeiftirf fofaie adtfaatagef to themfelves, 
to depart from ftrift veracity, and ev«n to jttftify 
to their own mitfds, fome kinds and degrees of 
deceptions^ tHn flflH fee the abfaiute weceflity of 
making tJiiM paw of -our prayet to God; > Kay, 
-perhaps! tmfjjp farther ttnd >fay^ that we are as 
ready to deceive ourfelves in this point as in any 
other. , •'» ii :•.','.■• -!».i -^/."'i T ^'i * ^' - 

Upori this important ftfojefl} 1 there as onecohi 
fideratiow t <vwhkh J turheftfy'mmat your atten- 
tion. TKorotgh ifincerkyv Simplicity and truth, 
upon every fubje^t, ha v«v in ihe worlds fomuch 
die app#u^ teof wakteft v and on the contrary, 
being able to manage and 1 overreach others, hasf 
fb muck the'appeararice of fuperior wifdom, that 
men are very liable to temptation from this <}uar~ 
ter. It is to be hmentttt tkat our language itfelf, 

if 



49 The Purity. of the Hwrt. 

if I may fo fpeak,.has received a criminal taint* r 
for in common difcourfe, the ejtpreffioq, -* a plain 

* well meaning-mw/ is always apprehended to 
imply* together, with fincesity, fame degree of 
weakness ; although* indeed, it is a character of 
all others the.moft: nobler In recommendation 
of this character, let roe obferve, that in this, as 
in all the particulars mentioned . above, ' the 
1 wicked worketh a deceitful work ; but he thaj: 
€ walketh uprightly .walketh fuDeJy.' Supposing 
a man to have. tb£ prudence and. difcretion npt 
to fpeak without neceffity ; I affirm there is no 
end which, a good man ought to aim at, which 
jnay not be more certainly, fafely, and fpeedily- 
obtained by the ftricteft and moil inviolable fin- 
cerijy, than by. any acts of diffimulation what* 
ever. 

But after all, what fignify any ends of prefent 
cpnveniency, which diifimulation may pretend to 
anfwer, compared to the favour of God, which i* 
forfeited by it ? Hear what the Pfalmift fays : 

* Who fliall abide in thy tabernacle, who flialL 
*: dwell Jn. thy. holy hill? He. that walketh" up- 

* rightly and worketh righteoufhefs, and fpeak- 

* eth the truth in his heart.'-— Let us,, therefore,: 
add this to the other views of the ProphetV 
COmprehenfive prayer, ' Remove far from me va— ■ 
f nity and lies/ . 

For the improvement of this part of tt*efub->- 
jeft obferve, 

i.. You may learn from it how to. attain, not* 

only; 
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only a juftnefs and propriety, trat a readmefs and 
fulnefs in the duty'of prayef ; " J : 

Nothing is 1 -a greater hiritlrartce, either to the 
fervency of "our afieftions, of the force of our ex- 
preffibns in prayer, than 1 wh#n' the objeftof oifr 
defires is'cdrifufed and' genera! ' But when we 
perceive clearly what it is that*' is tieedfiil to us t 
and how much we do freed It," this gives us, in- 
. deed 9 the fpirit 1 of fuppri&tion. ^Perliaps* it is ' 
more neceflary to attertdW this" 'cirtumftaTxce, iii 
what we afk for our foufe, than for our bodies. 
When we want anything that relates* to" prefent 
cohveniehcy, it is clearly uncterflrotrf, becaufe it is 
fcnfibly felt.-— There is fib difficulty in crying 
for deliverance from poverty 1 , fickheTs; reproach* 
or any other earthly fuflfering ; r ha$ the difficul- 
ty here is not in exciting our defires, but in mo- 
derating theiri ; not in producing fervour, hot it 
promoting fubmimori. '"But in what relates to 
our fouls,' oecaufe' many or moft temptations are 
agreeable to the flefh, weforefee danger lefs per- 
fectly, and evenfeel it lefs fenfibly; therefore, a 
clofe and deliberate attention to our fitoatJon and 
trials, as opened in the preceding difcourie, is of 
the utmoft moment, c both to carry us to the 
€ throne'of grace, and fo direcT: our ipirit when 
* we are there/ 

2. What hath been faid will ferve to excite 
us to habitual watchfulnefs, and to direct our dai- 
ly converfation- The fame things that are the. 
' fubje&s of prayef ate alfo the objecls of dili- 
gence 
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gence**— IVayer and diligence are joined by our 
Saviour, and ought never to be feparated by his 
people.— Prayer without wttchfulnefs is not fin- 
cere, and watchfiilnefs without prayer will not 
be fiiccefsfiil. The fame views of fin and duty, 
of the ftreagth attd frequency of temptation, and 
the weafcnefe of the tempted, lead equally to 
both. Let me befeeA you, then, to walk cir- 
cumfpectly, not as fools, but as wife. Maintain 
an habitual diffidence of yourfelves : Attend to 
the various dangers to which you are expofe-i .. 
Watchfiilnefs of itfelf will fave you from many 
temptations, and will give you an inward warrant, 
and humble confidence, to afk of God fupport 
under, and deliverance from, fuch as it is impof- 
fible to avoid. 

3. In the laft place, fince every thing compre- 
hended in the petition in the text, is viewed in 
the light of falfehood and deceit, fufler me, in. 
the moft earneft manner to recommend to my 
hearers, and particularly to all the yourig perfons 
under my care, ' an invariable adherence to truth, 

* and the moft undifguifed fimplicity and finceri- 

* ty in the whole of their converfation and car- 
c riage.' I do not know where to begin or end 
in fpeaking of the excellency and beauty of fin- 
cerity, or the bafenefs of falfehood. Sincerity is 
amiable, honourable and profitable. It is the 
moft fhining part of a commendable character, 
and the moft winning apology for any mifcarriage 
©r unadvifed action.' There is fcarcely any action 

x in; 



rhitfelf Co bad,' as wfca* is implied in the harden- 
ed front o£,J>im who co?$rs the truth with a 
lie : befides, it feiaJs^»*> 1 %i)^ol'vtengH^*^« 
in wickednefs* Any* '*ma&*m#f \ fee/educed or 
furprifed into a 2 £aulfc but n^ne but the habitual 
villain can deny it & wjitk fteady- cafannefs and 
obftinacy. In tbis sefpe&t we unhappily find, 
fome who are young offenders, but old fia- 
ners. * 

It» is not in reUgion. only, but even among 
worldly men, that lying is counted the utmoft 
pitch of bafenefs ; and to be called a liar, ' the 
f moft unfupportable reproach.* No wonder, in- 
deed, for it is the very eflence of cowardice to dare 
to do a thing which you have not courage to 
avow. The very wbrft of finners are fenfible of 
it themfelves, for they deeply refent the imputa- 
tion of it ; and, if I do not miftake, have never 
yet arrived at the abfurdity of defending it. 
There is fcarcely any other crime, but fome are 
profligate enough to boaft of it 5 but I do not re- 
member ever to have heard of any who made 
his boaft, that he was a liar. To crown all, 
lying is the moft wretched folly. Juftly does 
Solomon fay, € A lying tongue is but for a mo- 
€ ment/ It is eafily difcovered. Truth is a firm 
confiftent thing, every part of which agrees with, 
and ftrongly fupports another. But lies are not 
only repugnant to truth, but repugnant to each 
other 9 and commonly the means, like a treacher- 
ous thief, of the dete&ionof the whole. Let me, 

therefore 
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therefore, once «Mce recomnend to every etie 
of you, the noUe ckamAcr of fincerity.— En- 



emirely, that every word you fpeak may be be- 
yand the unputatm of deceit ; fo that enemies 
any themfehrts fctf ft*fifett> Jfc* ? though ycto 
ihould abvfethem, yon viB never deceive them. 
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Seeking a Competency in the Wifdom pf 

Providence. 



• Prov. XXX. & 

Give me neither poverty^ nor richest feed me with x 

food convenient for me. 

I Proceed now to corifidcr the Tecond branch 
of the Prophet's prayer, which regards his out- 
ward condition, or circumftances in the prefent 
world. On this fubject he exprefles himfelf thus : 
* Give me neither poverty nor riches/ 

Do not think, my brethren, that this is a Tub- 
jeft of little importance, or that it 4s unconnected 
with the Ipiritual life.' On the contrary, "there 
are few things of more moment, than to have 
our defires of temporal bteffings limited and di- 
rected in a proper manner. Not only is worldly 

G ^ mind- 
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mindednefs the everlafting ruin of thofe who are 
entirely under its dominion, but even good men 
are liable to many temptations from the fame 
quarter. They may hurt their own peace, give 
offence to others, or leflen their ufefulnefs by a 
finful cxqefs in their attachment to tKe world, or 
by a criminal negligence in not giving a prudent 
and proper attention to it. Be not furprifed that 
I have mentioned the laft of thefe as well as the 
firft, for the Prophet prays for deliverance from 
the temptation arifing from both extremes. Idle- 
•nefs and floth are as contrary to true religion, as 
either avarice or ambition ; and the habit, when 
once taken, is perhaps more difficult to remove. 
In order-to treat this fubjeft with the greater 
diftin&nefs, I fhall, firft, fhew "you what we may 
earn in general from this prayer ; fecondly, ex- 
plain the particular object of the Prophet's ' de- 
fire ; and, in the laft place, make applications 
of what may be faid, by recommending it to 
your choice. 

I. In the firft plate, then, we may learn in 
general from this requeft, that it is lawful to pray 
for temporal bleflmgs. It is hot unworthy of a 
Chriftian, whore converfation is in heaven, to 
afk of God what is neceffafy to his fuppOrt and 
preservation in the prefent life. If twefe to 
mention all the examples of this in fcripture, I 
ftiould tranfcHbe a great part of tl>e Bible. 
Though inferior in their nature and value to 
% fpiritual 
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spiritual blcflings, they ape necefiary in their 
place; and it is upon -this footing, they are ex- 
prefsly put by our Saviour. * Your heavenly 
' Father knoweth that ye have need of thefe 
* things.' They are needful to the prolonging 
of our natural life till we fmifh our work, and 
are fitted for Qiir reward. Therefore, though 
miracles are a kind of fufpenfion of the laws "of 
nature, and the ordinary courfe of providence , 
yet we find God fbmetimes working a miracle to 
fupply the wants of his fervants: It had been no 
more difficult for God to have kept Elijah from 
hungering, than to have made the eagles fetch 
him proviiion ; or to hav$ made, as in another 
cafe, a barrel of meal, or a cruifc of oil, the lad- 
ing and fufficieni fupport pf a whole family. 
But he choofes rather to fupply the wants of his 
people, than caufe them to ccafe, that he may 
keep their dependence conftantly in their view, 
and that a fenfe of their necefilties may oblige 
them to have continual recourfe to him for re- 
lief. 

Again, we may here learn, that God is the 
real and proper giyer of every temporal, as well" 
as of every fpiritual bleffing. A fentiment this, 
of the utmofi confequence, to, be engraven upon 
the heart. We have here an inftance out of 
many, in which truths known and confefled by 
all, have notwithftanding little hold upon the 
mind, rfbw few are truly fenfible qf their con- 
tinual obligations to the God of life ? Confider, 

G 2 * I 
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I befeech you, that whatever you poflefs of any 
kind, it is the gift of God. He holdeth your 
:oul in life, arid guards you by his providence in 
your going out and your coming in. He covereth 
your table and filleth your cup* Have you. 
riches ? It' is by the bleffing of the God of, 
heaveti. — *The bleffing of the Lord,' faith the 
Pfalmift, f it maketh rich. But thou, fhalt tc- 

* member the Lord thy t God, for it is he that 

* giveth thee power to get wealth.' Have you 
credit and reputation \ It is God. that hideth you 
from the ftripes of tongues. ., i Thou fhalt be 

* hid from the fcourge of the tongue, neither 

* fhalt thou be afraid of deftrucUon when it 
' cometh.' Have you friends ? it is he that giveth 
you favour in their fight. Have you talents and 
parts ? It is the '* infpiration of the Almighty* 
that giveth thee underftanding. 

II. Let us now explain the particular tenor of 
this petition, and point out -the object of the Pro- 
phet's defire : * Give me neither poverty -nor 

* riches/ It is plain we are not to fuppofe the 
Prophet, in -any degree, refufing fubmiffion to 
the will of God, by his thus making choice of a 
particular ftate of life.— Doubtlefs he refolved to 
He at God's difpofal, arid^ believed _ that he was 
nble to fanclify to him a ftate of the higheft pros- 
perity; or of the deepeft adverfity. It was no dif- 
trilft in God, but (elf-denial and diffidence of 
his own 'ftrength that fuggefted this prayer. 

Therefore, 
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Therefore, in adjufting his defires and expediti- 
ons,' he pitches o£aa that £ate that appeal ^ 
bini Sable to*the feweft (hares. Thus our fctlef- 
fed Saviour, fhdugh ft is his. will that we &$>nld 
fear no enemy frhen going out in divine ftrength,. 
jet teaches v& to fray, f lead x® no* into tempta* 

c tiOH. • . , . :. . . f 

Pbverty and rknes. „are ,here mentioned as the 
two extremes - % in neither of which W£ fhould 
wifli to be placed, hut. \r\ a fa&r middle belwew 
the two, fo as,, if it'pieafe God, we tfnay; neither 
be urged byprefljng neceffity, nor ovesioaded 
with foch abundance, as we may be in dtngsr *>f 
abuiirag. 

But perhaps fame will lay* Where is. the mid- 
dle ? How fliall we be able to determine v$wt 
We aiight to de&re, fince there is fo imeoeafe. a 
diftance, and fo many intermediate degrees, be- 
tween the extremity of want and the countiefs 
treafures of the wealthy ? 

But, Jny, brethren, if we do- not fiearfcea tot^ 
Hlufive calls of ambkion, avarice and luft, it as by: 
no means difficult to apprehend: the tnewmg pf 
the Prophet^ and apply it to .psrfcns of, every 
rank. Regard, np doubt, is to- be had to the Ya** . 
rious ftations m which GodWh thought fit to 
place us» This difference of fiction requires &$• 
plies' e*f the conveniences of life, fuited to the 
part we are hound to a& That manner pi Bfe 
wS&eh would be decent and liberal in one fiction, 
would be mkoned mean aod fcwttd ki; another 

G 3 Therefore 



Therefore vikti) wagM* be plenty >xnd fulnefi? to 
perforis in inferior fbtion%- wudUd<bel extreme 
poverty. to perfons pl&cedr and. 'daited: t<** aite-in 
higher- and moTe- exalted fpheces; 1 Bu&afteriwe 
havetafc^n m the «>ikiideraifiron of .trvery differ- 
ence that hlay happfcn em thisi&0*eyther4<isH&me- 
thingin the prayer i that belongs in cohmlorito 
perfons. r rf ^4la*i*>risJ$ -toataely^t&inrttt ttiooid be 
modeft in^oup i&fires^aft^ t^nporal good tilings, 
and take care not w>aik t)iiiyi io Ratify a 1 fenfual 
inclination, but f6r what iyidally necefiaryor. ufe- 
fldtofufc. >Ther)aft is 'rdifcm able v.und allowable, 
die otfreffis iunreafonabie-':ando jniUy condemned 
by the Apoffle r Jamea. * Ye talk and receive not 

* becaisfe yo<%Qt -amife/^thttt yeLtmay confume it 

* upon yotor tofts.' » m ' • 

But diciirft part of thi$' requeft is explained: 
by'tbaP'M^'Comftined in the^words, *fted me 

* with food convenient for *we.' That we may- 
be able to enter into the true fpirit of this petiti- 
on, Ifhalijuftcian^are it with fomer^therfcripi 
tural forms of prayer* <on the fame fubjeft, and 
then endeavour > t&vpoim out what I take to be 
the chief- inftftfftiott intended to be conveyed to 
us by it; "» " • -t' y •.•• '« ' -,- .. • ' 

As to the fdrif*t*retfoi*ns"of prayer for temporal; 
provision, the preceBende is undoubtedly due to-: 
that excellent form left us by oat- Saviour, m: 
which we find this petftiori, f Give us this day" 

* our daily .bread/ Yoti may next attend to the s 
prayer put up by Jacob in ancient times i € Andb 

. / Jacol* 
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* Jiaoohrrowed -a vow, fayiioig, If God wiH be with 
f 'tnej ancb<friH[Jnrep pMinrtihiswiayithat' I goy and 

* will g*refrn& br&df t<fr eaty; and 'Vdimaxi/ta nut 
€ on^ib thai I cearm [ftgiiwita ,my father's ihoufe 
€ -ife peac^'thetn fltatt -dielfcerd^lob my God. ? It 
Umdreithai^|vofcaWe,!tbttl rtJ^rAp©ftle w Paul ad- 
ludcer to- Jacob's Gspreflion/in his- exdellcmt ad* 
vtt&te'ill Ghriffifti^['fr?rBut£^(flftifc&^rith coa- 
4 tcniinfeii^is groatrgain? rfor? wd Jhranghu mobbing 
c 'into>*this'%'brid*andtit is certain we can tarry 

* nothing oat s ranfl having food Vmct raiment, let 
' us be • thbrewiiiH' aaotcntv f But tHey that ^tf ill 

* be rkh^ falblnto' temptationr and a fttarfc* and 

* into manjf foofiih and hurtful ktfts* which 

* drown men «* «feftrtw3i6irandi perdition j^— 

* for the loye of money is the rdot ©£ aft >cvil, 

* whidh, while ^fcme e©i*$te# after, they hare er* 

* red from the faith, and pierced tfofcm&lves 
€ idbffough vHifc many fbrrowsi** - .« ••.- 

It is obvious to remark, that all thefe prayers 
and this dpaftoifcofomfe) v\m im th£' fonte- ftraim 
They dl bcgin»tand flrfc founded upon a regard to 
God, and a thind- rightly difpofed\ towards him ; 

* If tUeLord,^ fays tjacob** f will be with me. — * 

* Remove/ fays Agur in my text, ' far* from 
c me vanity 4 and lieBi*' f »€hjr Saviour begins his 
prayer with petition* for the glory of rGoxi, with 
which the- happkrefe of Our fouls is infeparabty 
connected? and the* Apoftie maintains, godlinefs 
as the grfcat fouree ef *ontentment with o»r por- 
tion -in this* lift. .'■ • ^ : - - . 

We 
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We may farther obferve, that there is the fame 
method obferved in all thefe<*prayera. The ex- 
prefiions vary a little, hut the reqneft is the lame* 
Jacob wifhes for the divine protection, -with food 
to eat, and raiment to put on. Agur for food 
convenient for him > and in the Lord's prayer*, 
we afk for our daily bread* There i& no fpecifying 
of any particulars*-— «o mention made of this or 
the other quantity of 'pfiovifioiw ' Their defire* 
ar£ fummed up in this general requeft, and -the 
quantity and quality wholly referred u> the good 
pleafure of Cod. It i& certain that God hath 
{bxnetime? granted to hi* own people riches ia 
great abundmce * and, at the ftme time, has gi- 
ven his bleffijig to enjoy them, and honoured the 
poffeflbr% by enabling them to glorify him in the 
pfe and application of them* Bat the di?e& de- 
fire of riches, I do not think, hath a^y watrant. 
from precept or example in his word * % and wh$n* 
they are beftowed as a blefling, and not as a cyrf€ y 
it is. comiiwnly on thofe who by their foperior 
concern about the better part* fh*w tifcat they 
will put them to their proper ufe x a? in the cafe of 
Salomon recorded in the firfe book of Kings. 
' In Gibeon the Lpvd appeared to Solomon in a 
( dream by night ; and God faid, Afe wh# $ 
' fhall give thee ¥ Apd he faid, ' Give thy for- 
4 vant an understanding heart. And the fpeeeh 

* pleaded the Lord, that Splompn, had-afced thi* 
' thing. And God ftid, Bec^ufet^ou haft afk)a£ 

* this thing, and haft not afced fey tfrv&Jf l$ng 

* life 
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* life* neither haft afked riches for thyfelf, nor 

* haft a£ke<i:tlie life of thine enemies, but haft 

* afbed for Itfeyfelf under Jlauding, to difcern 

* judgment Behold, L have done according to 

* thy words.; Lo ! I bxrc^e given thee a wife and 
' jui-iuiderftaftdirtg heart, fo that there was none 
'. like Jtbee .befbre-Aliee, neither after thee fhall any 
4 .arife like .unto thee. * And t have alfo* given thee 
' tfeat w&ch thou. haft not afked, both riches 
' and honour/. *- ■ > ' ; ^^ 

Now: this -I, .tak£ to be the main inftruction in- 
tended tob&give** us with refpddl to our prayers 
for teraporal^tiercifisy that! we fhouldiaot pretend 
to fet bounds to God; but. leave tig fiacafure of 
them.t^ his detenxttnatkm: 

For further explaining this truth, and at the 
fame time, recommending it to your regard, be 
pleafed to attend to the following obfervations. 

r # Confider that God, infinitely wife, as well as 
gracious, is .certainly- the beft judge of what is 
moft fit and Convenient for us. Waknow fo little 
of ourfdves, thafr we really know not how we 
fiiould behave, if placed in. particular 'circumftan- 
ces, until we are tried. The world has actually 
feen ma#y examples- of thole * who were loud in 
their? accu&tiojte of ' others, behaving worfe when, 
placed in -the fame fetions. . Andy indeed, I 
ihould naturally expe&> that an impatient, envious, 
difpbedient fubjecT: would,: if raifed to power, be 
a cruej, . infolent). unjuft. opprefior 5 t*hat a petu- 
lant 
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lant, peevHh* obftuiate fenrant would make a ca- 
pricious, fevere, unreafonable mailer. 

If we were to carve out our awn lot, and to 
have all our own defires gratified, there is great 
reafon to prefume we would throw ourfelves in- 
to the moft difagreable circumftances with re- 
gard to our fouls, and probably confult but ill for 
our peace and comfort in this world. 

Let me put a few queftions to every one that fe- 
cretly murmurs at his ftate. Are you fure, that if you 
were advanced to a place of power and truft, you 
would be able to carry yourfelf with prudence, 
refolution and integrity ? Are you fure, that if 
you were fupplied with riches in great abundance* 
you would not allow yourft?ives to wallow in 
pleafure, or to fwell in pride ? Are you fare* 
that if you were raifsd ta high rank, fiurrounded by 
flatterers, and worfhipped by fervants, you would* 
in that ftanding, behave with humility and con- 
defcenfion \ or, that preffed on all hands by bi** 
finef$, qomoany, or amufements, ^you would ftilL 
c religioufly iave your time for converfe with. 
< God?' 

A life of piety ix* an exalted ftation, is a conti- 
nual conflict with, tlie . . fti;angeft: oppofition. 
What fays experience upon this fubject ? Solo- 
mon did not wholly, % and to the. enci, refift the 
temptation of rjches and dominion,. In the whojc 
compafs of hiftory, facred and profane, t do not 
remember any example of a man's behavipg bet^ 
ter in point of morals, in a profperous than in, 

aa 
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an afflifted ftate, excepting one that hath this ap- 
pearance, vifc. Cicero, the Roman orator. His 
conduft in profperity was full of dignity, and 
feemed whdlly dire&ed to the public good; ] 

Whereas in adverfity, it was to the laft degree | 

mean and abjeft.**— But probably the reafon df i 

this was, that pride, or rather vanity, was his ru- 
ling paffion, and the great motive to his iHuflri- 
ous actions ; and when he fell into adverfity, this 
dHpoiition had no fcope for its exercife. 

Chriftians, the Lord knoweth our frame, and 
is well acquainted with what we ate able to bear, 
2nd confequently what ftate of life will be upon 
the whole mdft convenient for us. It is, there- 
fore, our intereft, as weH as duty, to refer our- 
felves entirely to him, and leave him to chufe for 
us. This is not only the do&rine of Scripture, 
but fo agreable to re&fon and good fenfe, that it 
has been acknowledged by feveral of the Heath- 
en phildfbphfers, who have ekprefled themfelves 
m terms perfectly fimilar to thofe of the infpired 
writings. The prayer which Socrates taught 
his pupil Alcibiades, is very remarkable j that he 
fhould befeech the Supreme God to give him 
what was good for him, though he fhould not "* 
afk it, and to withhold frbm him whatever would 
be hurtful, though he fhould be fo foolifh as to 
pray for it. 

2. As God is certainly the beft judge of whit 
is good for us, fo resignation to hhn is a moft ac- 
ceptable exprellion, both of our worfhip and o- 

bedience* 
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bedience. Single duties are particular a&s ; re- 
fignation is the very h*bk o( obedience. The 
wifdom and goodnefs of God are acknowledged 
in the moft authentic manner, when his holy and 
fovereign Providence is humbly fubmitted to, and 

' cordially approved. Every impatient complaint 
is an impeachment of Providence ; every irregu- 
lar defire is an a& pf rebellion, againft God. 
Therefore a fubmiilive temper muft be highly 
pleafing to God, and is the way to glorify him in 
the moft unexceptionable manner. The rather 
indeed, as it is impoflible to attain this temper, 

,but by fincerely laying hold of the covenant of 
peace, which is ordered in all things and fare. 
This teaches us the grounds of fiibmifEon, This 
procuresforus the grace of fubmiflion. This ftains 
the pride of all human glory. This changes the 
nature of our poffeffions to us, and us to them. 
This fpiritualizes a worldly mind, and makes us 
know, in our own experience, that all the paths 
of the Lord to his own people are mercy and 
peace. 

3. Such a temper of mind will greatly contri- 

, bute to our own inward peace. It will be an ef- 
fectual prefervative from aU unrighteous courfes 
and unlawful or even dishonourable means of in- 
creafing our worldly fubftance, and confequent- 
ly fave us from the troubles or dangers to which 
men expofe themfelves by fuch practices. It will 
preferve us from perplexing anxiety, and many 

. imeafy fpars for futurity. It will bring us the near 

and 
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and fure^ way to the grcatcft of all earthly blef- 
fings*— V conterited'mfhd." ^ 

Such will be the fweef ana cMightful A cttz£is of 
depending upon Cod, ana leaving it to him to 
furnifh our implies .as* He" fees moil convenient for 
us. Whoever can' pray with the Prophet, 
' Give me neither poverty horriches,f<5e\i me with 
€ food convenient' for me/ 1 may be folly aflured 
that his defire fhall be gratified, as' It is perfectly 
agreeable to the will df God. 

I conclude with reading to you our Saviour's 
exhortation on fhis fubjeft. 'Therefore, I" fay 

* unto you^ take nb thought for your life, what 

* ye fhall eat, or- what ye (hall drink ; nor yet 
€ for your body, what ye fhall put on. Is not 

* the life more than meat, and the body than rai- 
€ ment ? Behold the fowls of the air j for they 

* fow not, neither do they t eap, nor gather into 

* barns ; yet your heavenlj FatheHeedeth them. 

* Are not ye imich better than they ? But feek 
f ye iirfl: the kingdom of Cod, and liis righteouC- 

* nefs, and all thefe things fhall be added unto 

4 you. 
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Left I be full and deny thee, and fay, ivho if the 
Lord P Or, left I be po:r and fled, and take the 
name of my God in vain. 

I Proceed now to confider the arguments by 
which, the Prophet enforces his wife and 
well-conceived prayer. Thefe, in connection 
with the two branches of the prayer, ftand thus : 

* Give me not riches, left I be full and deny 
€ thee, and .fay, who is the Lord ? And give me 

* not poverty, left I be poor, and fteal, and take 
€ the name of my God in vain.' If Agur's 
prayer, is. icpnceived in the moft modeft and 
humble terms, the reafons with which he fup- 
ports it are every way becoming a truly wife and 
good man. You fee in them a prevailing con-. 
cem for the honour and glory of God, and his 

own 
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©wtr prefervation in the paths of piety and virtues 
You fee in them a humble fenfe of his own 
weaknefs, and the danger of temptation ; he, 
therefore, defires to be placed in fucha ftateof 
life as will txpofe ^lim, tcvthe ftweft trials. An 
excellent difpofition this, and highly worthy of 
our imitation. How happy would it be for u$ 
all, if a defire to pleafe God and preferve ouf in- 
tegrity, lay al^y^neare ft- i^sp^ hearts, and had a 
conftant and commanding influence on every 
ftep we took in our journey through life ! 

Neither riches nor poverty are bad in them- 
feives. Neither of them is any recommendation 
or hindrance to the. favour, of God, who is no 
refpecler of perfons. There are good and bad 
in all ranks. Men may be rich, and yet pious j 
or poor, yet ftricHy juft and honeft. It is, I con- 
fefs, often done, yet it is highly criminal to look 
upon all that are rich in this world as profane y 
and it would be equally fo to look upon all that 
are poor as deftitute of integrity. Yet it is fin- 
deniable, that, from the corruption of the hu- 
man heart, thefe.two extremes do often become 
ftrong temptations to the particular fins mention- 
ed in the, text; which we fhall now confider 
feparately, in the order in which they lie in the 
paflage before us. 

' Give me not riches, left I be full and deny 
€ thee, and fay, who is the Lord ?' 

As to the fact, that riches do often lead to 
profanity and contempt of God, experience, and 

H2 the 
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the ftate of the World, prove it in a maimer toa 
pbrfil to be denied. We not only fee that thofe, 
who' are bom ah J educated from their infancy 
in the 'higher ranks' tit life, are moft prone to 
riegleft the duties of religion ; but thofe who* 
from a low or mem condition, are reiharkably 
raifed in the cdUrfe of providence, do often 
change their tamper with their ftate, and fhow 
the unhappy influence 6( 'riches in leading them 
to a forgetfulneft or* God. 'Are there ndt fome 
who were regularly in God*s houfe when the£ 
but barely flibfifted, wha have not time for it 
now, when they' are bufy and weakhy ^ Are 
there ritft forAe fantitiei*, WhefcS the wwfhijJ of 
Gdd was cewftant arid regular in early life, while 
they Were u ridiftinguifhed, and now it i* na 
ifcctfe to be heard In' their fomptuotis palates and 
elegatlt apartnjents ? Shall I fay, that any worm 
of the earth is became too confiderable to fett 
down before the 'omnipotent Jehovah ? 

Inlay add, as being of greit importance in 
thd present ftibfeft, that fikh changes do oftfei* 
fake place gradually and iftffaitfMy/ vfery much 
contrary tb men's own expectation i ib that we 
really do nofc know ourfelves, ricfir can we de- 
termine before trial, how far we Wduld refill or 
yield to the force of temptation. The prophet 
Eliflia fifretold to llaza:er the erbelrieV he tfould 
be guilty of when raited* to aniiigher ftatioil 5 to 
Which' he replied wfch difdairi and abhorrence* 
• What, isthy f^tvant a dog> that he ihould d» 

* this. 
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* r this grqat thing? And Eliflia .anfwered, tlie 
*' Lord hath (hewed me tbpt thou fhalt l?e King 
'over Syria.' The cpnduft of the children of 
Ifracl in their. profperityjs but an emblem of the 
general conduct of the; chijdren of men. * But 
* Jefliuruawaxed fat, and kicked. Thou.vart wax- 
f ed fat, thou art grown thick, thpu art covered 
* ' with fatnefs ; Then he-foifook God which made 
1 him, and lighjjy efte^med t£e rock of his falvation / 
What hath been faid -might be fufficient to 
fhew the propriety of the Prophet's prayer ; for 
if fuch hath been often$ cy generally, the influ- 
ence of worldly greatnefs upon other men, why 
fhould any be fo confident as to prefume it 
would be otherwife with themfelves r But per- 
haps it may afford matter of ufeful inftru&ion to 
enquire a little further into the fubjeft, to trace 
the caufes of this, effe&j and, {hew how* and 
why riches become an inducement to irreligion 
and profanenefs, for this will beft. enable us to 
apply , the remedy. . Whenlfpeak of examining 
the caufes of this effeft, I con|efc that noreafon 
can be given for it, but what . reflects great dis- 
honour upon human .nature in its prefent- ftate. 
"Were we to judge of. the matter by the dictates 
of found xeafon, we fliould . naturally ,e;xpe<Sl: to 
find it direflly contrary.. God is the author of 
every blefling which men p9fiefs, and his, gifts 
fhould lead us to gratitude and acknowledgment. 
It feems natural then to fuppofe, that thofe' who 
are moft highly favoured in the courfe of pro- 

H 3 vidence, 
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vidence, fhotdd difcbver the greateft fen& of 
obligation, and be ready to make every dutiful 
return. One wotild think, that though the 
poor fliould be impatient, furely the rich will be 
content and thankful. Is not this reafboahle ? 
Had any of you beftowed many favours upon, 
others, would you not expeft that their grati- 
tude fhould bear fome proportion to the number 
and value of benefits received? Had any of them 
been remarkably diftingtrifhed frortt the reft, 
would you i\6t expect frotn them the moft in- 
\ violable fidelity and attachment ? Strange, that 
dur conduct fliould he fo diredBy oppofite in the 
returns we make for the goodnefs of our Maker! 
That thofe who arediftmguifhed from others by 
the largeft pofieffions, and the greateft fulhefs of 
all temporal merctes^ fhould be the moft prone 
to wickednefs of all forts ; but efpedally,- tha* 
they fhould be peculiarly inclined to forgetfulnefi 
and contempt of God> Yet fo it is in truthi 
But However difhoriourableSt is to human na- 
ture, let us fearch into it a little, and perhaps w* 
may discover the caufe of impiety in perfons in 
affluent rirctuliftahces, and the danger the 
Prophet would avoid, by attending to the fol- 
lowing obfervations : 

i. An eafy and affluent fortune affords the 
riieans, hot only of pampering our bodies, but of 
gratifying all our hifts, and appetites; They are 
as ftrong probably in perfons of inferior ftations v 
But providence has rendered the gratification 

more 



.The Danger of Property* 91 

more difficult, and in fome cafes impoffible. 
Many work through neceffity, who would be as 
idle and flothftd as any, but for the fear of want* 
Thefe will be the firft and readieft to reproach 
the rich* and call them idle drones, who revel 
in that abundance for which they never toiled ; 
and to {Hit to' their own credit that which is 
wholly owing to the reftraints under which they 
are laid. Many? are generally fober., becaufe th^ey 
cannot afford the charges of intemperance, who 
want nothing but the means, to riot * n tf* e moft 
brutal fenfuality. But to perfons of great wealth, 
the objelte of ddke are always placed in full view, 
arid are evidently within their reach; fo that the 
temptation has uncommon force, and few are 
able entirely to refift it. 

-2. The indulgence of pleafure infenfibly in- 
duces a hahki and leads, men to place their hap- 
piness in fuch enjoyments. Habit, you know, is 
very powerful, and while the habit acquires 
ftrength, the power of refinance is gradually 
weakened. Thefe gratifications confume fo much 
time, that there is little left to reflect upon God 
and our relation to him* I reckon it none of the' 
leaft temptations to perfons of high rank, that' 
not only their felf-indulgence, but the attendance 
and dbfequioufnefe of others fo engroffes their 
attention, and waftes their time, that they have 
few opportunities , of cajm and 6>te* refle&iort; 
or, at leaft, can eafily efcape fr^anjfc, and take 
refuge in company. and amufement. Add to this, 

that 
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tha{ a great variety of fenfible objects and enjoj* 
ments render the mind, not onlylefs attentive 
to things of a fpirkual nature, but indeed* left 
able to understand them* 

3. Obferve further,, that when the better part? 
19 thus neglected, and no care taken of the cul- - 
tivation of the mind* every vice will fpring and 
{hoot up in the foul, as, briars and thorns do up- 
on uncultivated, ground. Sin, my brethren, is. 
natural to us \ it is the produce of the foil \ if it 
is nqt deftroyed, it will not die ; if it is but ne- 
glected, it wiH thrive. Now, whenever perfons - 
fall under the power. of vice, they, begin firft tor 
excuie, and then to vindicate it. Thofe who 
are under the government . of luft, foon find h> 
would be their intereft that . there was no fuch^ 
thing as religion and virtue. Whatever we wi(h, 
we are eafily led to believe to be true. Loofe and. 
atheiftical principles then find a ready admittance, 
and are fwallowed down greedily. This is a 
fhort fketch of the fteps by which people in- 
affluent and eafy circumftances are often led to- 
deny God, and to fay, ' Who is the Almighty. . 
* that we fhould ferve him, and what profit 
€ fhould we have if we pray unto him ?'— Loofe 
principles are, at firft, more frequently the ef- 
fect, than the caufe of loofe practices *, but- 
when once they have taken deep root, and obr: 
tained full dpminion in the heart, they have a 
dreadful and fatal influence on the devoted vie-, 
tim. 
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Bat, my brethren, I find a ftrong inclination / 
to make another remark, though perhaps it may 
be thought of too refined and abftraft a nature 5 . 
It is,, that the danger of affluence in leading t6 
contempt of God, ariies from the nature of all fill 
as fuch. The original and firft fin.of man wate 
plainly affedfing independence. They defired 
and expe&ed'to be as gods, knowing good and 
evil. And ftill fin properly confifts in with- 
drawing our allegiance from, and throwing off 
our dependence upon God, and giving, as it 
were, that efteem, love and ftrvice to ourfclves* 
in one fhapd or another, that h due only to him. 
Now obferve, that affluence nourishes this mil* 
take, and fuffering kills it. The more every 
thing abounds wfch us, the more our will is fub* 
mitted to, and our inclination gratified oil every 
fobjeft ; the more we look upon ourfelves as ift*- 
dependent, and forget our obligations to Godl 
Whereas, on the other hand, difappointments 
and calamities open our blind eyes, and make us 
remember what we are. Was not the proud 
monarch of Babylon infpired with this delufive 
fenfe of independence, when he exprefied him* - 
felf thus : * At the end of twelve months he 
' walked in the palace of the kingdom of Baby* 

* Ion. The King fpake and faid, Is not this 

* great Babylon that I have built fdr the houft 

* of the kingdom, by the might of my power,' 
€ and for the honour of my Majefty ¥ But mark 
the more powerful word of the King of Kings* 

'« While 
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€ While the word was in the King's mouthy 

* there fell a voice from heaven, faying, O King 
c Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is fpoken, ihe 

* kingdom is departed from thee !' That this is- 
the proper fource of worldly greatnefs, .may. be 
ken in the tamper fuch perfons . ufually .acquire 
and fettle in , which . is pride, inference, and 
contempt of others. Nay, it appears ftill more 
clearly in fome few inftances, in which the in- 
toxication comes to its height, and the poor de- 
luded mortal literally afpires to be confidered and 
treated as God. It may feem mcrecjible, but we 
have the moft authentic evidence that hiftory can 
afford, that fome men have demanded and re* 
ceived divine worfhip. This was the cafe, not 
only with Alexander the Great, who was really 
an illuftrious prince, but with fome of the latter 
Roman, Emperors, who were the meaneft and 
bafeft of all men. No wonder, then, that prof- 
perity makes men neglect God, when it prompts^ 
them to fit down upon his throne, and rob him 
of the fervice of his other fubje&s. 

Before I proceed to the other part of the- 
Prophet's argument, fuffer me to make a few re- 
marks for the improvement of what has been al- 
ready faid. And, 

i. See hence the great malignity and deceit* 
fulnefs of fin. It hardly appears more ftrongljr 
from any circumftance than that which has been 
the fubject of this difcourfe, viz. that the gifts 
ef God, in the cpurfe of his providence, are fo 

fexv 
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far from exciting our gratitude, in proportion to 
their number and value, that, on the contrary, 
thdfe who c receive moft' are ufually * moft pro- 
c fane.' They make his favours inftruments of 
rebellion againft him, and return contempt for 
his indulgence, and hatred for his love. _ 

Let us not take occafion fr»m this to gratify 
our own envy, by particular or perfbnal reproach 
againft thofe who are great, or have become rich 
amongft themfelves 5 but let us aft a far wifer and 
jufter part, and be humbled for the finfulnefs of. 
our nature, and warned of* the deceitfulnefs of 
fin. We may feel the feeds of this difpofition in 
us all. You find the wife man charging a fimilar 
ingratitude upon man in general. * Becaufe fen- 
c tence againft an evil work is not executed 
c Ipeedily, therefore the heart of the foris of men 
c is /ully fet in them to do evil/ And do you 
not obferve every day, nay, has knot turned in- 
to a proverb, that we think light of our mercies, 
spiritual and temporal, when they are common 
and abundant ? And what is the true and proper 
interpretation of this, but that the greater God's 
goodnefs is to us, commonly the lefs is our grati- 
tude to him ? 

2. Let me befeech you to make a wife im- 
provement of the advantages you enjoy over one 
another. Let them excite in you a holy emula- 
tion to teftify your fenfe of fuperior bleffrngs, by 
iuperiof piety and ufefulnefs. Do you excel 
others in any refpeft ? Are you fuecefsful in 

trade ? 



trade? Hare youtrifienJko ir^wtttiw ? Ai^ ymi 
exalted *o offices, of d^tidt^^ v Ai^yw i«»(kwoi 
with capacity of mn*& ? i Caft ymi tmetahejiifce 
time when tbofe wiere fnto e^fo rd& Msnom 
your inferiors i^Dft falf^wi&<u&\tti<x lipm 
others, mattng wUfittfi* wd:pflrh3pt(tn>iftrco<nft 
pastfirtid. Do apt- ftrel rin P pride awi-, fehSrfemfc 
plaeenec* as if .1^ ^ur ewa : ^^ 
yourfelves , toi.diifer, ? Jtfrt. rather ix^K* the other 
way to God, who isthfa maker bath, bf rich<a*d 
poor, and pray- that your thaak&hucfs ,a**d duty 
to him may exceed that of the poor man, a* 
much as his liberality to. you.exteeds what T he has 
thought proper to beftw upon him. This af- 
fords me an opportunity of relating a little piece 
of private hiftory, that happened in Great Britain, 
and appears to me Yeryvorthy of remembrance, 
and very conducive to the ends of edification. 

A gentleman of very jconfiderable fortune* hut ' 
v a ftranger to either perfonal or family. religion, 
0»e eveningtook a folitary, walk through a part 
of his own grounds. He happened to come near 
to a mean hut, where, a poor man with a nume- 
rous family lived, who earned their breadi>y <fai- 
' ly labour. , He heard a voice pretty loud and con- 
tinued.. Not knowing what.it was* cworiofity 
prompted him to Hften. .The man, whawas^pi*- 
oufly difpofed, happened tot he at prayer /witbiiqs 
family.* So foon as he could difbinguifliiihc 
words, he heard him giving thanks with great af- 
fection to God, for; the goodnefs of his Provi- 
dence 
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dence, fe giving di&n food to eat, a*id raiment i*o 
pin on, widifv fcp^iyingf *heWi with? what was *e- 
cefiary and cosribttabie in die frefent Kfo, He 
w*» immediately, no doubt, by Divine power, 
jttaftk with aftomfomem atuf ebiifbfiofh And fiirf 
to hknfttf, Does tb» poor man^who has nothing 
but ike mettfeft >fere, J *n4 that? p^cbafed fej fe- 
vers Mtosr/^ettotfB t& God fc* hit goodnefi 
to himfelf and family, and I, who enjoy eafe and 
honour, and every thing that is grateful and de- 
ferable, have hardly ever bent my knee, or- made 
any acknowledgment to my Maker and Prefer- 
ver ! It pleafed God, that this providential oc- 
currence proved the mean of bringing him to a 
real and lafting fenfe of God and religion. 

Let all perfons in health, quiet and plentiful 
circumftasces, learn from the preceding difcourfe, 
what it is they ought clearly to guard again ft.«— 
iPride, fecurity, forgetfulnefe of God, are peculi- 
arly incident to that ftate. * Lo this,' faith ^the 
Lord to Jerufalem, * was the iniquity of thy fif* 
' ter Sodom, pride, fulnefc of bread, and abun- 
€ dance of idlenefswas in her, and in her daugh* 
€ ters, neither did ihe ftrengthen the hand of 
* the poor and needy.' ,A ferious reflection on 
the obligation fuch lie under to God for what 
they have received in their continued dependence 
Open him, and the inftabiHty of all earthly things, 
would fave them from the hurtful influence of 
worldly prosperity. To enforce this, I fhalPonly 
read the apoftoiic charge to Timothy. * Charge 

I _ * them 
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* them that are rich in this world,, that they be 

* not high Bunded* nor truft in uncertain riches. 
< but in the living God, who giveth us 3JI things 
c richly to enjoy ; that they do good, that they 
f be rich in* g9od 'w^r^S| r^dy tp 4i(ftr jbute, wil- 
c ling to communicate; 'laying up in ftore for 
' themfelves a good foundation againft the time 
{ to come, th*Uty^P*X l^yholdr on eternal life/ 
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Proverbs xxx. 9. 

i^f J Ac ^tow andjlial, and take the name of my Go& 

in vain. 

1 Proceed now to confider the argument by 
which the Prophet urges the fecond branch 
of his requeft, which, in connexion, runs thus— ■ 
' Give me not poverty leaft I be poor and fteal.* 
Having not only explained the general principle 
that runs through the whole of this fubjecl, but 
alfo very particularly pointed out the dangers at- 
tending an opulent and wealthy ftate j I fhall 
endeavour to do the fame thing with refpeft to a 
ftate of poverty and ftraitnefs. While I attempt 
this, I am fincerely forry that there is fo much 
propriety in the fubjeft, and that it is fo well fuit- 

I 2 dc ; 
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cd to the circumstances of the inhabitants of this 
place- You lee the Prophet considers the great 
^nd general temptation to which the poor are ex- 
pofed to be difhonefty, by ufing Fraudalent means 
flf relieving their wants, or bettering their condi- 
tion. You fte alfo, he corifiders this temptation 
in its progrefs, hot only inclining theiri to aft un- 
juftly, but fometimes proceeding to the terrible 
tl gree of concealifig or fuppbrting the fraud by 
falfehood, and perhaps at laft by perjury or falfe 
" fwearing \ i leaft 1 be poor and ileal, and take the 
* name of my God in vain.' 

Let us firft confider a little the matter 6f faft, 
as it appears in experience, and then a few of its 
principal cauies. 

As to the firft of thefe, Ihall I be afraid to af- 
Jirm, that extreme poverty often inclirifes j>erfbiiSs 
to difhonefty and fraud ? "Will it be thought 
harm and fevere to thofe already fiifficiently de- 
preffed ? As I would not feern to ftarid ih this 
place and flatter the pride of the greateft, and 
m oft eminent of my fellow-finners, fo neither will 
t difiemble the truth from a falfe companion fof 
the poor. This would indeed be doing them the 
greateft poflible injury. It Vvould be treating 
them, from miftaken tendemefs, as the rich are 
often treated from the fear or partiality of thofe 
who are about ^hem; foftering their felf-deceit, 
and riot fufiering them to hear the meft falutary 
truths, becaufe they are not pleafing to the flefh. 

It 
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.t Jk r i%yn4pul)t^dly patter of experience, tl^at 
great j$vej^ ( TO£es many, take unjuft and un- 
warra^t^Je n^thpds of . procuring relief, ^Tot 
o^yfo^^.t^effeem^ften difpofed to juftify , 
a^d df fen<} t them,.as jfthey ha/1 a title to reftify 
w^t_$hey tl^iakmiftakes of providence, in the 
diftf jbutipi^ of worldly pofleffions. This, in the 
eyjeitfj . revives, great encouragement from fpme 
who &fim ft> have imbibed a general falie princi-. 
pie* ai)d a& upon it, fyoth in their own conduit, 
anfl in their judgment of others. In the divisi- 
on of controverfy, or dividing difputed property, 
•when, one party is, or is fuppofed to be rich, and 
in eafy circumftances, and the other poor, and in 
a mean condition, they think, that inftead of ac- 
ting according, to drift juftice, the advantage 
ibpuld always be made to fall on the poorer fide. - 
This conduct is confidered by fome,. not only as 
lawful, but as laudable.. It is, however, a falfe 
.principle, and is condemned in Scripture, which 
iays, ' Neither, fhalt. thou countenance a poor 
. * ' man in his caufe~ It may be thought) perhaps, , 
that the other, is the more common and dange- - 
rous partiality, and probably it isfo y yet this al- 
t fp is blameworthy, and. when followed out, as I 
am afraid it too often- is, muft involve numbers 
. unawares in the guilt of ftealing 5 for when they 
. have once laid down this rule, that the poor have 
ibme claim upon the rich* they, are ready to apply 
kvto their owrt cafe, and extend it; very- far. But 
in-all matters of property, or right and wrong,. 

1 I 7 whether^ 
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Whether a period is rich^n* potayoughf to irc ut- 
terly out of the queftioh ; the o=My tiring to be 
confidered is, what is J&& £nS &wfai. iThe rich, 
are, indeed, inpdirit of cdirfHencd, btnlffll toaffift 
the poor: but this miift be their owti acf v r »d 
perfon can take the fniaHfeft part of tHetf proper- 
ty withouVtheir v coirf^ ltot hfe fogirilty. of an 
aft of injtrftice, and violation of tWfe feir o£ Ged. 
No perfon lias k ri^ht t& makdtkefotgeiieiwus 
and charitable againft their wills, or'tt>c*ereife 
their own generoffiyihd chaHfyatflieSriexpence. 
This muft Be Ifeft'to the Supfemd Judge at the 
fcrftday, who wiH fay to the&, * I was a ftraiger 
4 and ye took me nfct in, naked and ye clothed 
* me not, Hck' andiit prifon tifcdye rifted me 
-* ndt.* But what witt give u* tfce rtbft diftinA 
*iew of 'thehitfoetee of poverty as a temptation, 
Is the too frequent <roridn& of thofe who are re- 
duced ifbm what was oncfe their ftate to poverty 
or debt, by misfortune or extravagance, or mtf- 
management of their affairs. Thfe temptation df 
poverty is not by far ib great to thofe in the 
meaneft ranks of fife-, whofb mcotoe, though-fihtdl, 
"is not very dilproportionate to what hath aNf ays 
been their condition, as to thofewho are reduced 
from a higher to a lower -ftete. The few who* in 
iucha fituatlon,prererve their integrity inviofat- 
ed, and their fincerity of Ipeech unfirfpefted, de- 
ferve the lugheft honour. Nay, I am perftiaded 
that, bad as the world is, every pdrfbn m reduced 
circumftances wouhf meet with compaffion and 

$ffiftance> 
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afiiftancctf all about J^m were feafible that be 
had neither Iftft &? fubftafcee by negleft,. nor waf- 
ted k by riofi, , nor ^Ojaceafcd k by fraud. But 
though' we rcarfnot ,|^^^l^gfoni«x»eafure of 
what is bid to the charge of perfons in this un- 
Jwippy ftatfe» Q> tHe rage and refentment of thofe 
who have; faffed by theft* .yet, alas ! .there is 
We> gre*jfea&ri4o affen*, thpt ^hey lyre too often 
<gutky ef tHWark*ttk>n*and frauds th$ tim megti- 
osiedinthe^extj. .<-> .<" ... 

I witi^wbllf^l0j>ger opon the fa&,. but will 
eonfider a little- the mafpns of it, whfth will di- 
to£U^ &r^> t* < promote the ddign of this dif- 
ectarfe, by escifing mci^o con^crnandiblicitudc, 
as well as pointing oOt the, .proper means of ayoid- 
mg*he temptation. The general reafon of this, 
to be fane, is obviate to * every body, that perfons 
m poverty, being ftongly folkited by the appe- 
tites eommw to all men, and not having of their 
own wherewith to.- gratify theif defines, are temp- 
ted to lay hold of the property of others. Thtfy 
grudge to fee that other*- have the enjoyments 
from whkh- they are debarred; and fince thrfy 
cannot have them in- a^lawlfcil, make bold tofeize 
them in an unlawful way. But this Ido not infill 
on, that I may mention one or two particular rea- 
lms, which will fyggeft foitabfc exhortations to 
duty. 

1 . The ftrft I fhaft mention, is ignorance. 
This ts peculiarly applicable** thofe in the' loweft 
Wfcksfcf life. Through poverty they are not fo 

well 
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well itxftrufiod; as they ought to, be, in, the princi- 
ples of religion, and the gre# rujes.jof 4uty* 
An ignorant itate is akaoft alwav*a $3te of fecu- 
rity. Their confciance* are lefs ; tender, r and the; 

♦are lefs fenfibteofthe grfat-^vi^f. pr$yaricatjj<># 
and fraud. I am obliged, in fid^lilff^ *9j&y, that: 
in the private iiip$cTson<>f #vy ri e^g^)kough J 
have found fooae mftances hpth-of poverty ajjd 
ficknefsborne)with4he)n>pft pjow ^cefigna^ipn^ 
there arealfo fome whofc condition [might' moy£ 
die har deft heart, living in the Bjofl; fordid ,po?er- 

• ty> ^grofsly ignorant, and, at the fame time, fo dit 

Spirited, fo flothfui, or fo proud, that they will do- 
lhtle to obtain knowledge for themfclves, or cpnv- 
nrunicate it to their children* Many will not at- 
tend upon the public means of inftru&on, becaufe 
they cannot appear in fuch a decent garb as they 
could wifh; and for the fame reason, th^y keep 
their children from them, till they contract fuch 

. habits of idleness and. vice, that they come out in- 
to the world without principle, obftinate and. un- 
traceable^ k. not the duty here very plain ? All 
fitch fhould exert tfcemfelves toobtain the know- 

- ledge of the things which belong to their peace. 
They fhould neither he unwilling nor a/hained. 
to make application for fupply; and even the 
coarfeft raiment fhould not hinder theoi from 
appearing in the houfe of God. Thus th$y wijfl 

. find acceptance with him, if theyworfhip him in 
the beauty of holinefs, preferably to thofe who are 

cloathed: 
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doathed in purple and fine lihen» ami wbofe heart* 
arc after their covetoufnefs* 

2. Another great reaftn why poverty become* 
a temptation to fraud is, that* they are introduced' 
to ifmiehfibly, and led on by degrees. The fill 
fteals upon themby little and little. People invol- 
ved « in thdrdrcumftancesj* tb get rid of importu- 
nity arid folicitation, make prbmifes more of what 
they ho£e or wMij than of what they are able ^d 
do. NedfcfBty fervts as an excufe for their failing 
to their own mmds, and thus they ar^ gradually 
brought into a breach of fincerky, and proceed 
from lower t6 higher degrees of falsehood. lit* 
tie arts of evafioh are firftjnade ttfis of, and doubt* 
ftd practices -are entered upon. One fin ftems 
neceflary to ftrehgthen or conceal another, till at 
laft the grofleft fraud* aftdibmctinies perjury itfc;l£, 
clofts the unhappy ftene. I have read an excel* 
lent observation-, that there is hardly fuch a thing 
asa fingfe fin; they are atovaysto be found in 
dnflers. I -am Aire, this, holds in a particular 
manner as to fins of irijttftice. They are fo inter* 
woven and connected together, that you cannot 
receive any one without bring obliged to admit 
the reft. This is one great branch of the dcoeit- 
ftdneft of fin. in general ? with a view to which 
the apoftle fays, * But exhort one another daily, 
* while it Is called to-day, leaft any of you be har- 
1 dened through the deceftfulnefe of GnJ 

3. I only" mention- one other reafon of poverty 
being a temptation to fraud, viz. that in time it 

deftroys 
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deftroys the fenfe of fliame. I am not ignorant, 
that a fenfe of fhame, which \i nothing etfe but a 
fear of the cenfure of others, rirfther is^ nor ought 
to be the main principle 'of a 1 good man's aftions. 
But as there is n* other principle at all in many, 
fo it is a- good affiftant and corrdborative, when 
juftly , 'dire&ed : * * but * now through ' the corrupt 
maxima of the world, poverty is fo much "the otv 
je& of contempt jand thdfe who ire intmVftate, 
meet every day with fo many marks' of negleft 
from -all, that before their condition is known, 
they will do almoft any thing to conceal it, and 
after it is known, they become in timefo deftkute 
of ihame that they are under no further reftraint. 

From this particular branch of the fubjeft, let 
me put you in mind, 

1. What reafon many have to be thankful to 
the God of life, who hath given them their 
daily provifion, if not in all abundance of im- 
menfe richer yet in fulnefs and fttfficiency. An 
humble, thankful difpofition is not only your 
duty, in return for the divine bounty, but is it- 
felf the richeft and fweeteft ingredient in all tem- 
poral mercies. It is that, indeed, which makes 
them mercies. Envious- perfons do not tafte what 
they have, their evil eye being fixed on what 
they cannot obtain. -Things in this refpeft are 
juft what they feem t#be. Our comforts are as 
we are enabled to rdifhthem. ' The « fame pof- 
feffions which are defpifed by the impatient or 

ambitious; 
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j^titioi^^^^f.typ^i^^aQd abundance to the 
bumble and gratpftd; .. r f h ; ' , - 1 ) > > > - •-/ > 
; 2. If pqyetfy i^t?n*pt3tiojp^ it «aght to be aa 
argument^ all £<^ av wHt, 0** ieek deliverance 
from, it 4?y l^wfolo^e^n^. L Apply yourfejves with 
fteadinefs and perf^eraaceta tile duties of your 
•calling* . th#t you may provide thiqgs honeft in 
ih$ Ji$fctt),of iH n^Jh ;Itfis a duty qfrthe law, 
and of , tb$ Gofpfjl \ d$d it hath this promife in 
general -annexed, .to it, that. ' the hand of the 

* diligent m^keth rich/ Read,! befeech you, 
that vaft treafure of ufeful inftru&ion, the book 
of Proverbs* where you, will" meet with many ex- 
cellent counfels and wife observations upon this 
iubjecV pfthefelihaU mention at prefent but 
two paflages, , felefted both for the foundnefs of 
the mftra&ion, and the beauty of the illuftra- 
tion. ' Goto the ant, thou fluggard, « confide? 
€ her ways and be wife ; which having no guide, 

* overfeer, or ruler, provideth her meat in the 

* fummer, and gathereth her food in the harveft. 
€ How; long wiltjthou fleep, O fluggard ? When 
€ wilt thou arife out of thy fleep ? So fhall thy 
€ poverty come , as one that tx&velkth, and thy 

* vfant as an armed man.' And again : ' I went 

* by the , field of the flotltful, and by the vin6- 

* yar4 of th$ man yoidof understanding 5 andlo 

* it wasalj growp over j: with. thorns, and nettles 
4 had covered the r fy;e thereof, *and the ftone- 
f ^wall ^hereof was broken down.' . t 

. 3< 4f q '&!& °i y° u P° or . a^d reduced in your 

... - cir^um- 
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circuinftaneetf,4et a double watth up6n your con- 
duel, and earnefHy pray that God niay preferve 
yon from fraud arid difingenuity t)f every kind. 
Ranker ftrffer yourftlves to be ftripped of ewy 
thing, anxt apply' to &e cliarttf of others, which 
is not firtftrf; 4rii ought not to be fhamefol, than 
take any 4i&oheft metfidcts of {lettering your 
ftate. ; melancholy thought, that many when J 
they become ddjperate i» their circumftances, 
become alfo defperate in their courier and drown 
the refieclaon of their cos&ience* m fcthfiimeis 
and ftnnialky ? Sincerity, integrity, patience and 
fcbriety in a ruined! fortune* are doubly eminent, 
at leaft, frhaterer they may be m the fight of the 
world, they are honourable and precious in the 
fight of God, and of all good men. 

Before concluding^ ftiffer me to make one or 
two reflections on the ftibjecl: in general ; the 
feveral parts, of which I hare now explained. 
And, 

i. On what hath been faid on this fefcjetff, I 
would graft tfcifr important* ld&n* that you 
ihould not only ftudy to preferve your&foes from 
fin, but from- all fueh eircumftances of* tempta- 
tion as are dattgferous to human conftancy. This 
' was the very ground of the prayer ofthe 1 Prophet 
in my text, arid is the fiibftance of the reafons 
he affigns for* his re^ueft. We are taught the 
feme thing in the frrongeft manner^' by the 
feveral inftances- of human frattr^, and the- fblly 
•of prefumptuous confiSehce^ reebttfcd hr Scrip- 
ture 
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tore, * Jfow a1J $?& ^S 8 •'(WWB?^ Wfy 
' Jjjwv f bf .epfan^es, and they are written, for 
* qoj adgwttyn^.Kpe^whofli the qids of, ths 
c .4RQ|:l4^ace coo|e.. Whercfor^ k* t {tini th^f 
*4^^etk bc.ft^odeth takc.^ed left J*e &1U 
W^Wi.aJfaliwght the fape . th\»g by Jxiqpi , who 
Jgofjy ^b^,t ,w*s in qMto, as ttf J^f $iv£n t u S £i- 
ijpfiign^^in *he jbrm of prayer wiucix k% taught 
l^^jdifeipks. to fty, Lord* * lead us not into 
4 |emptat^oiu' 

Are yon really unwilling to do evil, you will 
be concerned to keep yourfelvea out . of the. way 
of every folicitation to it. This is conftantly the 
effect of a judicious, and folk! piety, and thole 
who. a£t otherwife fhew, that they either have 
no reial goodnefs, or that they are very weak 
Chri$ians, -and. little acquainted either with 
themfelves, or this prefent evil world. 

_g*.. You may learn how neceflary it is, that you 
fhould look for the Divine ailiflance and direc- 
tion tq#voi<£ the temptafcon of every ftate of 
life* -We are -truly of. .piufelves unequal to the 
triab wifh. which ,w$. $re furrojinded. , Not that 
thqre. is ^any thing, unjufl or oppreffiye in the 
tne^fures, :t of. Providence ' % hut^bequife it feems 
SSW&fotW Makfr ,to Qfc%e # us to a conftant de- 
pefl$ci}cq,,;up$n hinxftlf and. his promised help* 

* Buj^pjpd isy, faithful, who. will not fuffer you 

* to fe tepipfpd, above .that ye are. able,- but will 
x . with, die ^mptatjlon fllfo.make a yz^y to efcape, 

. v: . K The 
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The leaft temptation may prove too hard for 
*iis, if we neglect to apply for fupreme aid ; but 
in divine ftrength, we may bid defiance to the 
moft formidable oppofition. This temper is well 
exemplified and defcribed by the Apoftle Paul to 
the Corinthians. ' And he faid unto me, my 

* grace is fufficient for thee, for my ftrength » 
"* made perfect in weaknefs. Moft gladly, there- 

* fore, will I rather glory in my infirmities, that 

* the power of Chrift may reft upon me. There- 

* fore, I take pleafure in infirmities, in reproaches, 

* in neceflkies, in perfecution, in diftrefies for 

* Chrift's fake ; for when I am weak then am I 

* ftrong.' 

3. From what hath been faid, you may fee 
what an infeparable connection there is between 
true religion, and your employments and ftate in 
this prefent world. They have a mutual, ftrong t 
and conftant influence upon one another. It is a 
fatal, though a common error, to feparate them ; 
entirely to confine religion to the times and places 
of immediate worfliip, and fuppofe that it hath 
nothing to do with the maxims of trade and 
commerce, or other worldly callings. On the 
contrary, your impreffions of things fpirhual and 
eternal, will direct and regulate your views as to 
the prefent life ; and your fuccefs or misfortunes 
5n worldly fchemes will have a certain and vifible 
effect upon your Chriftian converfation, and the 
ftate of your fouls. Therefore, let them never 
jbefeparated in your own. views, and let them ftill 

be - 
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^be kept in their proper order and fubordmation* 
Though the light and trivial ufe, not only of v the 
name of God, but of fcripturc-language, is both 
finfui and dangerous ; and though a forward os- 
tentatious piety may fometimes, Jook • fufpicious, 

- yet it were to be wifhed we had more of a grave 
and habitual acknowledgement of God in all our 
ways. This was the language of the Patriarchs 
of old. In one of the former difcourfes upon 
this fubject, I took notice of Jacob's prayer, when- 
he fet out for Padan-aram. See after the increafe 
of hia family,, bow he exprefles himfelf in an- 
fwer to his Drother Ifaac. ' And he lift up his 

* eyes and faw the women and children, and 
' faid, who are thofe with thee ? And he faid, 

* the children which God hath gracioufly given 

* thy fervant.' See alfo the Apoftolical direc- 
tion for the manner of proje&ing our future pur* 
*pofes» ( Go to now, ye that fay to-day, or to- 

* morrow, we will go into fuch a city, and con- 
4 tinue there a year, and buy and fell, and get 
« gain.' 

4. In the laft place, let me befeech, in the 
tendered manner, every one of you, rich and 
poor, to remember an approaching eternity. It 
will not be long till the honourable and defpifed, 
the wealthy and the needy, the mafter and the 
fervant, fliall lie down in the duft. Lay hold of 
that covenant of peace, which is ordered in all 
things and fure. Hear a great and conftant truth ;- 
4 What is a man profited, though he fhould gain 
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* the whole world and lofe his own foul, osr 

* what {hall a man give in exchange for his 

* foul ?' How many a Lazarus is now in Abra- 
ham's bofom ; and how many a rich man, that 
once lived delicately on earth, is> at this moment 
tormented in hell-fire ! The Gofpel of peace is 
now preached in your ears. Believe in the; name 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and ye ftiall be favedv 
I cannot promifc that you fliall be rich, but att 
things neceffary are affured to you by the divine 
promife ; food and raiment, fupport under trials, 
ftrength for duty, and in the world to come** 
everlafting reft* ^ 
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Isaiah. 1. 10. 

Who is among you thatfeareth the Lerd> that obeyeth 
the voke of his fervanty that walieth in darhnefs y . 
and hath no tight? let him trtffi in the name of the 
Lardy andjfay upon his God* - 

It is did of every real frelieray that he waits 
by faith and not by fight. If this is true, it 
mil follow, that his faith muft be expofetf to a 
variety of trials* while he continues in a world 
of fenfe. Thefe trials arife from the ftate of his 
own mind— rfroin his outward condition— -from 
the ftate of -the world with which lie ftands' con-* 
ne&ed, and from the mutual influence of alt 
thefe, one upon another. From this fituation 
it is eafy to. fee, that- there are .few duties, for 
the exsreife of which a good man will have 

K3. greater 
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greater or more frequent occafion, than tftat of 
truft and reliance upon God. Truft is the duty 
and the refuge of the needy— of the dependent 
— of the weak— the timorous, and th? diftrefied. 
How many are inehid&l tender- one cs more of' 
thefe characters \ or rather, who is it that can 
fay he is altogether excluded ? 

Agreeably to/thijj we need but open the 
facred volume, to perceive how frequent the ex- 
hortations jure to truft in c God, and how manjr 
views are given us .of his powc** wifdom, mercy 
and faithfulness, to encourage us to an unfliaken. 
reliance. At the fame time, I am forry to fay, 
that there are few. duties which are more imper- - 
fec*Uy underftood bjr mahy profeffing Christians. 
Sveir pious pcrjfbns oftfen< fin both on the right 
hand and on the s left* that h to fay, both by 
diffidence aricf- prefumptifcift f>havej therefore, 
laid hold of this bpperttinit^. and' made cheice 
of this paffage of Scripture, in order to open and 
iftufttate'a little fttis uhportanfr dtity of a fervant 
of God. *HoW feafohable fc*is yoa will eaiily 
perceive, for in the faerafflent* of the Lord's Sup- 
per we have fet before us Chrift Jefos, the un* 
fpeakable gift of God-— the great pledge 6f his* 
love, and the great ioundatwwh: ttf otfrfelianeetip- 
on him, not only for his faving mercy in general* 
but for every Receflary blefflng- in our way to e* 
ternal reft. 

This paflageof Scripture 18 alfiy well faked to 
the fubjeft. It was fgoken to the Jew$ia a lax 

\ and 
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and diflbhite age, when many had turned their 
focka upon the fervice of God — had deferted his 
ordinances, and defpifed his iervants, which is 
always an occafion both of affliction and tempta- 
tion to his#wn children* This appears from the 
firft words of the chapter. ' For thus faith the 

* Lord, where is the bill of your mother's di- 

* vorcement, whom , I have put' away ? And 

* which of my creditors is it to whom I have fold 
f you? 'Behold, for your iniquities you have fold 

* yourfelves, and. for your trarrfgreffions is your 
4 mother put away*' As alfo from the 3d and 
4th verfes : * I clothe the heavens with black* 
*• nefs, and I make fackcloth their covering. The 
1 Lord God hath given, me the tongue of the 

* learned, that I fhovld know how to {peak- a 

* word in feafon to him. that is weary.' 

In difcourfing further on this fubjecl:, it is 
propofed* through the aififtance of divine grace, 

L To open a little the character and ftateof 
thofe who are called upon, and exhorted to trufr 
in the name of the Lord* 

II. Ta explain the duty of truft, and point : 
out fchevfowndat wi. of it. .-„.,, 



' * 



III. Tp apply the fubje&for you* inftru£tio» 
and comfort. 

% In the, ftrfl place, then^ I ata to open a little 
the * harafter and fiate of thofe who are here cal- 

" led 
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led upon, and exhorted to truft in the name of 
the Lord. 

Their description is as follows : * Who is ju- 
c mong you that ieareth the Lord, and obeyed* 

* the voice of his fcrvant, that walketh in dark* 
( nefS) and hath no light I let him truft in the 
' name of the Lord, and ftay himfelf uponbis 

* God.' It will help us to enter into the fpirit 
and meaning of the Prophet's words, if we keef* 
in view the ft ate of the Jewifh church, hinted at 
a little, ago ; ( who is among you *,' that is, if 
there is one or more,-— if there is a finall felect 
number m the midft of general corruption and 
depravity, who have kept their garments unpol- 
luted, though iniquity abounds, and the loveo£ 
many waxeth cold, ' that feareth the Lord?' 
You know it is common in Scripture to defcribe 
religion in general by fome particular leading 
branch of it. The fear of God is often made life 
of for this purpofe, as in that pafTage, there fhall 
be no want to them that fear him. It may, 
therefore, ftgnify thofe who have a fincere and 
unfeigned regard to the commandments of God, 
and have chofen him as their portion and hope. 
Thofe who define and deferve to lie diftingiiHh~ 
ed from the profane dewier ,^tKhe feeure fbrw 
malift, or the difguifed hypocrite Thofe, in a- 
word, who are j and who deiare to appear, to 
ufethe ftrong language of Scripture, upon thc^ 
Lord's fide in«wyi ftruggle, and w(ho refoLve, 

witfc 
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with Jofhua, that whatever others do, for their 
part they will ferve the Lord. . 

But I cannot help thinking, we may alfo, With 
great fafety, explain the words in a clofer and 
ftri&er fenfe, and fuppofe, that by fearing the 
Lord, is to be underftood a due reverence for hi* 
infinite majefty, and a humble veneration for his 
facred authority. This is a moft excellent fence 
or guard to the conference in an evil time, and a 
noble prefervative from the ipreading infection 
and iniinuating poifon of prevailing or fashion- 
able fins. It is alfo the u&al character of a dif- 
folute age to have caft off fear, to treat die moft 
facred things with fcorn, and to look upon that 
holy folichttde to avoid fin, which appears in 
the carriage and language of a child of God, as 
a mark of meannefs or weaknefs of mind. In 
fuch an age, one who fears God is well defcribed 
by the prophet Ifaiah; € But to this man will I 
' look, even to him that is poor and of a con- 
f trite fpirit, and trembleth at my word:' 

Tlie next part of the charadtr is, ' and obey* 
c eth the voice of his iervant ;' that is to fay, is 
willing to hearken to the mefiage of God by the 
mouth of his fervants. The words of the text, no 
doubt, may be oenfidered as primarily referring 
to the infpired Prophets, who bore an immediate 
commiflioh, miraculouily attended from Gocfc. 
Many, even of tbefe, were fet at nought,, their 
meiiage derided, and thpir perfons infulted, when 
they attempted to ftem,the tide of prevailing vice* 
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or boldly denounced the divine veftgeande againfi 
high-handed finners. But the fincercly pious 
obeyed their voice. I fhall make no fcruple to 
apply this to ourfelves, and the prefent age. 
Our blefled Redeemer hath eftatSlifhed in his 
church a fianding miniftry, and the regular ad- 
miniftration of ordinances. And though we 
have this treafure in earthen veflels, yet in no- 
other way doth he now communicate his will* 
and vouch-fafe his prefence to his people, but by 
the reading and hearing of his word, and at- 
tendance upc*n his instituted worfhip. It will, 
Ho doubt, therefore be a part of the character of 
a good man, that he will love the ordinances, 
and obey the Voice of the fervants of God; that 
he will conflder him who hath fent them, and x 
receive inftru&ion, not as the word of man, but 
as it is in deed and in truth the word of God. 

On the other hand, when iniquity prevails, 
when irreligton. and profanenefs lift up their 
heads, one of the moil ufual concomitants and 
one of the fureft proofs of it is, a neglect of or-^ 
dinances, and contempt of thole who are con* 
cerned in their adminiftration : How far this is 
at prefent the cafe, I leave to yourfelves to judge. 
While I fpeak this > my brethren, I do by no 
means defire to fee an ignorant people diftracled 
by the gloomy terrors of fuperftition, or led 
blindfold by the enchanted cord of implicit faith* 
But fure I am, there is an extreme on either 
hand, and thofe who truly fear the Lord, will 

honour 
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honour the pcrfons, and obey the Voice of fiich 
as plead his caufe and fpeak in his name. You 
may reft afiured, that though they neither de* 
ferve nor claim any authority on their own ac- 
count, yet fo loftg as they ftand in the divine 
councils, and fpeak the divine word, their met 
fage will be attended with this awful Sanction, 
'* He that clefpifeth you, * defpifeth me, and he 
\ that defpifeth me, defpifeth him that fent me/ 
The laft part of the character here drawn* 
which lays the foundation for the fubfequent di- 
rection is, i that walketh in darknefs, and hath 
4 no light.' Darknefs and light, befides their 
literal, hare often a metaphorical fenfe in Scrip* * 
ture. They are, indeed, ufed with a good deal 
of latitude and variety. But I think their meta* 
phorical fignification may be reduced to theft 
two general heads, i. Sometimes light fignifies 
knowledge, and darknefs lignifies ignorance,— 
as in Eph. v. 8. * Ye were fometimes darknefs, 
*- but now are ye light in the Lord ; walk as 

* children of light.' A&s xxvi. 18. * To turii 

* them from darknefs unto light, and from the . 
c power of Satan , unto God.' Jpb xxxvii. 1 9. 
4 Teach us what we mall fay unto him 5 for we 

* cannot order our fpeech by reafon of darknefs.* 
2. Sometimes darknefs Signifies diftrefs or trouble, 
and the correfpondent fignification of light is de- 
liverance and joy; as 2. Sam. xxii. 28, 29. * And 
% the afflifted people thou wilt fave ; but thine 

* eyes are uppn the haughty, that thou raayeft 

* bring 
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< bring ttemoWn; foAfimr alt my 4a&p, Q 

* Lord; fend the LowHrill Hghten teyjdarkneft/ 
Job xix. 8; * Heluth'f&cect'ttp my Way that I 

* cannot pafs ; he "hath? prft dafkntfe in my paths. 9 
Pf. xcvii. in * Iiight%foWA fciT tke«righte©«s, 
f and gladne* Vfor tte oprightadanh' - Efiber 
tfii. 1 6. ' Afad th^o^tf ted light an^^dnefs, 
f and joy ancf hdndor/ 

None of thefe fefe&fc is to be excluded in the 
pa%e before^. Brtiettts may walk in dark- 
nefs, when ignorant or uncertain as to what 
nearly concerns them, as* well as oad^r diftrefs 
and trouble/ They have yfo a mutual influence 
upon, produce, and are produced by one another. 
For illuftrating this a little more particularly, ob- 
ferve, that a good man may walk in darknefs; 
j. When he is in doubt or uncertainty as to his 
intereft in the divine favour. 2. When he is 
under the preffiire of * outward calamity. 3. 
When the ftate of the church is fuch, that he 
cannot underftand or explain, in a fatisfying 
manner, the courfe of divine providence. Thefe 
particulars I have" it not in view to enlarge much 
upon, but only to explain them fo far as is ne- 
ceffaiy to lay a foundation fcr what fhaU: be after- 
wards offertfkoft the duty to traft in God* 

1. Then/a good man ma^ walk in darknefs 
when he is in doubt W uncertainty as da his inte- 
reft in the Divin#<fav0ur.» '* apprehend that fome 
meafure of h&pe in CStoTs mtrcy is' eflential to 
true piety, and not only the Hght> but the pofcf- 

fion 
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Hem of every child of God. Faith and defpair 
are beyond all . queftion inamfiftent. Faith and 
hope are urieparable. Yet certainly the excellent 
ones of die earth may be fbmetimes involved in 
great perplexity and doubt. This is plain from 
Kiiptui'c exassplcs, from daily experience, and 
from the nature and realon of the thing. How 
. violent a ftmggk do we often find the Pfalmift 
David in, between hope and fear ? ' O my God, 
4 my fool is caft down in me; therefore will I re- 
* member thee from the land of Jordan, and of 
C: the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. 9 How 
many do we fee everyday under afpirit of bon- 
dage, who, though they fHH cleave to God as their 
portion, yet are often frill of fears, and. feldom 
dare confidently affirm their intereft in, or relati- 
on to him ! And indeed how can it be otherp ife ? 
While we are here, our fan&ification is but im- 
perfett ; and, alas ! with regard to many, it is of- 
ten hard to determine, whether we fhould not 
write upon it, * Mene tekel/ as eflentially defec- 
tive. 

Sin ieparates between God and his people, and 
caufes him to hide his face from them. Nay, 
fometimes, though there be no particular or pro- 
voking crime, as the canfe of his eoutroveriy witfci 
them; he may withdraw from them the light of his 
countenance, to eaoercftfe their vigibnee, or to try 
their patience.' I know, my brethren, that the 
diihrefs of fbious fouls, when mourning after an 
abfent or an angry God, crying to him in fecret; 

L and 
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and following feard afterrhte far his ordinances, is 
by many treated, {with tborbigbcft degsee bftson-. 
tempt, But, fur$fy* if peace ofilmind from awdl 
founded hopq c£tlre.I3ivy&e> fayxiiuv is the great- 
eft of allrpr^feqt bkffings y<zsx&. if -this, from the 
rariablenefsof Qur.<3wn^ondnfi^i^ fometimesmore, 
ibmetimes Lefs ftrong, and < oirietimes wholly fofc- 
pended ; when this.laft \& the. cafe, .i&maft occa- 
fion inexprefiable concern* and' there can be no 
greater evidence of irreligiw and aripiety «han to 
call it in queftion. 

. z. A good man may walk in darknef* when 
under the preflure.of outward calamity* This, 
in a real believer, is never wholly Separated from 
the former. Even in itfelf, indeed, no affiiftion 
for the prefent is joyous but grievous. The dis- 
orders of this feeble frame, poverty, and ftraitnefs 
of provifion, Ainjuft flander and reproach, muft 
be deeply and fenfibly felt by every good man, 
even as he is a man. To this may be added, the 
lofsof relations, and concern for the fufferings 
of others of every kind, which is always moftdif- 
treffing to the beft and tendered rpirks. But out- 
ward calamities by thofe that fear God, are felt 
mofl: fenfibly when they, are considered as the 
Tod of his anger, and bring fin to remembrance. 
When he viiks his own children with any of his 
fore judgments-: when he follows them with 
breach upon breach* they ard ready to fay, ' Sure- 
* ly he is fetting me up as a mark for his arrows, 
' he is counting me hi* enemy.'— *They are of- 
ten 
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ten at alofs to timtaribiid the cittfe fcf his con- 
trovetfy vrath^thettt; and they atfo* find It tiften 
extremely difficult > to bring- thdr tnirids to a pa- 
ttern: and fubiniflwe refigp&tfott to his holy will. 
To th»fe vs*hc* kn«rw, ijhenr dirty, and defire, 
through Divine-grace^ to coflfrply wfth it, h is no 
finall difficulty tato btiftgafe W ftruggle with a 
riling and rebei&u^^heart withm> as well as ftif- 
fering from wkhouty and fca>be alternately calling , 
in queftkm the certainty* either of the love o£ 
God to them> or of their love to hiin.< 

3. A good man may tfo'fliettnHfs walk in dark-- 
nefs from the afpecTr of Providence, and the ftate 
of the Redeemers kingdom?!. . The works of God 
are fought out of them who have pleafureinthem. 
•'Bat when they are not able to penetrate the 
depths of the Divine toun&is, this becomes often" 
a fource both of diftrefs and temptation. When: 
wicked men are fufi&ed to prdfper at their will ; 
— when the good are opprefled by the power and 
tyranny, or perfecuted by the malice of their ene~ 
mies j— -when the moft generous attempts for the 
revival of truth andrighteoufnefs are rendered a- - 
bbrtive ;— r-whea the pfofeffing fervahts of God 
are divided into parties,- or marfhalled under 
names, and their zeal made to fpend itfetf in un- 
neceflary, finfiil and hdrtfel contentions 5— iwhen 
offences come, and>tho& <jf the higheft profeffion 
or attainments are fuffered *?6 fall into grofs 
crimes, by which the mouths of enemies are open* 
td to bbfph&ae; then may, and muft we adopt 

L 2 the 
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the wea-dir ofthe Pfelmiftar— Pf^bq^* ?<&*— ^14. 

* Therefore, his people r^ra hltWn; aftd wst- 
4 tersof a.fiiH cupslire feining! o*tf;UHta-thfcm : 
' And they 6y* how doth f Cod, >Mnow f ? and is 
€ there knwtfedgp in >*h£ - ftfeft High ? devoid, 
\ tfoefe Vfei-fthgiUogttfj&vflfe: profpCT in the 
4 world > they inspeafe in Schfcfer ¥ea%* I have 

* cleanfed my heftrt in vw^ and waihed <my 

* hands in irmocsney, Jfot #11 the day long 

* have I been plagued, and th&ftefted every mor- 
*. ning.' r*< t, „ 

I proceed j*ow- to ftfoe fojond- and, chief thing 
y ropofed foun thi* pgdagef which was to explain, 
the duty of trufi: in Gtfd, and to point out its 

foundation* < -.> " •-. j i. .-» 
, Tmft) ia thQ-mpft general view we can take 
qiita wy be thus explained. It k a reliance or 
<9#fidenc£, in. God* tf*at however difcouraging 

- f^ppfiar^fi^inay, Jjc for t thfc prefent time, yet, hy 
hi$ poweav 9nd wifdom* our deiixes and expe&ati- 

- $nr»iha)jjp tal$s,pte$%, whether a$ to deliverance 
5/ from,t^pul?lg, #r t&e pfoteihingof future Meffings* 

yn$®l we, can attain thi^ happy fran^e of fpirit, 

'■if, is-an inconceivaWe^TeUcf and eafe to^the mind 

finder fuSecing,^ an$. js excellently,exprefled by, 

k tljp, Pfaknift>TT-Pff l v - W* C*A , thy burden upon 

' * the v Lord, . 2|nd fro flbiall ; fuftsun .thee, he fhall 

' never fufFer the righteous 40 be moved.. Let 

us then endeavour to explain the grounds of this. 

as diftinclly as poffible.- And God grant that it 

may be done not only in <a de,ar, put in ^folii 

and 
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Md-fkisfyfiig mabnci» f lb a$ to^afllft you in the 
pftft&te oPreal and vital religion. 
* ff'tia^'dlWidy'fiBi, that >ou* ixpedbiiort is 
ftorrt the r pbwdr and Wii<l(Jm of God. ; May we 
tiidi ^eafon^%>e^peft, • is it OUr dtity to believe 
that we ft*H Tecefe 111 thac ^ve defire, and that 
is within the reach of Divide power and wifdom ? 
TliefeJiav* W boteids at dfc. We know that 
riothteg is t do hard for the Almighty. He doth 
at&rit&tfg wkh-vtiA ferthd armies of heaven, and 
among die inhabitants of the earths This fug- 
gefts to its, that therd is fomething more hecef- 
fery> in otAet t&lay a proper foundation for truft, , 
Vifc. his goOdftds to make our expectation proba* 
We, and his promife to ihake it certain. : Even 
created betfigsr tan ofwn do What they , will not. 
This holds particularly wltiht regard to God, whofe * 
power is dkefted hi its ekercife by his gpodnefs, » 
and feinted by his wifdom. . His goodnefs, in ge* 
«eral, encouraged «fc to* go to » him* with* a perad- 
*aitutfc,of who dai telT whether he may not b6 
gracious ?' But in tidier to riiake our truft both 
diftinft and ftrong, w* muft go to his promife, .. 
* * for he is feithfuT and keepefch: covenant and 
4 ttuthfoirever/. Truft then, mybrethren, re(b 
ufthhatfeiy on the promife. If muff be pfecifely 
commenftrate, 6* of the fame^ extent with the 
ptomife. WHoettef doirfrtS or ~calK in queftion 
the certify of what God hath promifed, is 
dkargeable wftfc dMfruft; and whoever expefls 
tteTefcdve, hr lattdt 6t degree, inofe'than he has 

1^3 promifed,.. 
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promifed is fo far guilty of prefumption. This is* 
the general rule, and I think, it carries fuch evi- 
dence with it,, that every one muiUxftnfiblc it isjuft, 
who hath beard it with any meafure of attention. 

But the great difficulty yet. remains, which is, 
to apply this rule, to the yaripns cares, .that occur 
in the ipiritual life, and. to tell any particular per* 
fon what it is his duty firmly to believe, and hope 
he fhall receive from God, and L ?fhat it would be 
prefumptuous and fimple in him to fix his expec- 
tation on. This is plainly of the greater impor- 
tance, that the more particular our, truft is # as to 
the object of defirg» it is tbs were powerful a 
fupport to the mind: At the fame time it fre-* 
quently happens, that the mope particular our de- 
fires ace formed, the foundation of our hope ap~ 
pears the'more. uncertain and (jueftionablc, Od 
this account you may obferve^ that,, it is of the 
greateft moment to underftand the nature and tet 
nor of the promifesj, or rather, indeed, to ex- 
plain the foundation of truft, and to explain the 
nature and tenor of the promifes, is. one and the 
fame thing. 

For this end, it may be proper to diftinguifh 
the promifes of God, as to futurity, into two- 
heads, abfolute and conditional. By abfolute 
promifes, in this place, I underftand only thole 
that are fo in the moft unlimited fenfe, that is to 
fay, revealed as a part of the fixed plan of Pror 
vidence, fufpended on no terms but what all, of 
every character, may. expect will certainly come 

to 
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to pafe. Stfthare the ptomifes after the floodi j 

• that fumniehandf wittier, feed time and harveft* J 
*-fhduM>hot fe3^He coming of , Chrift in the 

« flefli at the ftdneff of time/ to "the ancient Pa- 
t£iarchs,'and M6 us $— •*< the dbwnfaft of Antichrift ; 

• — -the JpreftrvatSofe T of i ! ichtirch;oifir=eartV let 
its «ne**ietf%e dirdd ^hat 1 they Will ;— -« the calr 

* ling of Gkxft anciefat 1 people the Jews, and the 

♦ coming of ChriAtfr judge the* world at the ; laft 

* day/" Thefe a¥e j all called proniifes in Scrip- 
ture and fo fat* &s -they can be of arty uie to the 
people of Gqd* either for direction in duty, or 
reftraint from fin, or confolatkm tinder trial, they 
are to be depended on, iti the moft abfolute man-. 
icr, for they reft :u£bn,the certainly 0/ the Holy 
Scriptures, and the truth of the unchangeable 
God, who * is- not a uian' that he fliouid lie, nor 
•the fon of mani&athc fliouid tfebeifc**-' 
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Who U among yo* tbmt fcftifb tie Lord* that tttytb* 
the voice tfbhfervtmt, thkt wa&tik 4ft 4ark*efs % , 
and hath no light ? let him truft im the name if the 
Lord, andjfay upon hit God. 

Having, in the f onrt er difcourfe, opened the 
char after and ftate of thoie who are called - 
' upon, and exhorted to irtrft in tftb name of ' the : 
Lord ; and entered upon the fecond thing , pro- 
posed ; which was, to explain the duty of truft 
in God, and to point out its foundation ; and . 
having in this view eotifidered the nature of ab- 
folute promifes ;^-I proceed, 

a* To confider the nature and ufe of' condi- 
tional promifes. Theft 1 am obliged, for greater _* 

diftin&nefs, , 
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diftin&nefs, to divide into^three different heads* 
—i. JThere are promifes made to perfons of 
fuch w fiicifa 1 ffiaTafleivdr* Si 'IntSr'tnHfnch * 
ftate.— 2. There are promifes, the performance 
of which is fufpended on our compliance with 
fomething. ^xtvioidiy jfeqtotred^ as-the condition 
of obtaining them.— -3. There are promifes, not 
only fufpended on both the preceding terms, but 
upon the fuppo£g}gf )of.f$inf • circumftances in 
themfelves uncertain, or to us unknown. Let 
us confider each of thefe with care and attention. 
1. There are promifes made to perfons of 
' fuch or fuch a character, or in fiich or fuch a 
ftate, which are therefore to be applied and re£» 
ted on, according as the evidence of our being 
of this character, or in this ftate, is clear or ob- 
fqarje, , Jta this I Jj#fc gattu^ilariy in view, tljc 
blef^ngs of f^y^ion^ the s par4on of fin, peace 
with God, the. fflirit cf fan&ification, and a right 
to everlafting life. Thefe all lie in an unbroken 
chain, and infeparable connexion, and- might 
have been mors tffiefly sxpreffed, by an interftft 
ij Chrift thf Saviour, who is the author, fbuixe 
and fum qf thefe Meflings i ( for all the. promifes 
.* of God in him, af$ ypa, an4 in him Amen, 
* to the glory of Go4J>y us.' Let no judicious, 
attentive hearer be furprifed or diflatisfied, that 
I have ranked thefe among conditional promifes ; 
for you may obferve that I have exprefled my- 
felf thus, they are promifes made to perfons of 
fuch or fuch a character* or in fuch or fuch a 

ftate. 



I 30 Trujt in God. 

Hate, lb this, they certainly differ from the 
promifes properly abfolute, mentioned above. It 
is far from my intention to do injury to that 
fundamental truth, that falvation is by grace. I 
efteem that doctrine which proceeds upon a felf- 
righteous fyftem, to be contrary to the word of 
God, and moft pernicious to the fouls of men. 
There is nothing at all required in Scripture to 
be performed by us, as a purchasing or meriting 
condition. Every gracious aft of the divine 
government, in our favour, is the fruit of the 
Redeemer's purchaie, and every holy difpofition, 
wrought in us is the effeft of his Almighty grace- 
But it is certain at the fame time, that in order 
to our accepting thofe bleffings, we muft be truly 
and deeply humbled, and fee ourfelyes to be in- 
capable and helplefs. We muft be unfeignedly 
willing to renounce all claim of merit, and accept. 
Off falvation as it is offered in the Gofpel ; that is, 
in its fall extent, and in the free and fovereign 
manner of its communication. So far, furely, 
we muft fay, the promifes, of the Gofpel are 
Conditional, or wholly pervert the word of God. 
I know of no promifes then to the unbelieving 
and impenitent, unlefs you call that a promife, 
that they fhall have ' their, portion in the lake of 
€ fire that burnetii with brimftone 5 and that the 

* finoke of their torment afcendeth up for ever 

* and ever.' 

Hear it, my dear brethren ; it is the ' needy,._ 

* thirfty, fcufible foul, that is invited to come and* . 

findU 
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jfigd reft; c Ho ! every one that thirtieth*, com* 

* ye to the waters ; and he that hath np money ; 

* come ye, buy and eat *. yea, come buy wine and 

* milk without money and without priqe. Come 

* unto me ^11 ye that labour and are heavy laden* 

* and I will give you reft.' If any fhall think fit 
further to fay, that the very, deftjnarion of the 
veffels of mercy, is of God's fovereign pkafure, 
that convi£tion itfelfis by 3 day of his power* 
and that faith which interefts us in Chrift's 
righteoufnefs is his gift : I agree to the whole* 
but ob&rve, that it is improperly introduced 
here. Noufe can poffiblybe made of thedw 
vine decree in the application of the promifes. It 
is inverting the order of things* Can any man 
fay, I truft in the mercy of God, becaufe I havei 
been ordained to everlafting life ? No man caa 
derive comfort from this, till by his effectual cal* 
ling it is published, and begins to be accomplish* 
ed ; and then he may look back with wonder 
and gratitude to that everlafting love, by which 
he was chofen in Chrift before the foundation of 
the world. Can you judge of the fruit of a tree 
by looking upon the root ? No* but you, judge of 
the ftrength and deepnefs of the root, by the fill* 
nefs of the fruit, and the vigour and verdure of 
the branches* From an improper mixture of 
what belongs to the fecret will of God, and what 
belongs to us* as our duty* much-error and con- 
fufion arifes. 

N6w* my brethren* as to the application of 

thefe 
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thefe promlfes of pardon ancK peade, the mimBfcti 
finner, the man among u$, who wattcetir m datfk- 
neft and hath no light, — who'is burdened with* 
a fenfe of guilt, and difcouraged by the threaten- 
ings of the law, 1 the acciufations of cohfeftnce,' 
and the pure and holy nature of Godj-^whb,' 
perhaps has all this aggravated by diftrtfe ai*L : 
trouble, is called to truft in the name of the 
Lord, and ftay himfelf upon his God. He is 
invited to confider and reft on the extent of the 
call, the immutability of the promife, and the* 
riches of divine grace. If he is fo far from plead- 
ing any merit in himfelf, or being dHTatisfied 
with the j>lan of falvation laid down in the Got- 
pel, that he is making every thing an argument 
againft himfelf, and' dare not lay hold of, or ap- 
propriate fo unfpeakable a mercy : this isjuft the 
effeft of diftruft, and he is called, m the ftrong- 
eft manner, in the text,, to * tnift in the name 
' of the Lord, and ftay upon his God.' With 
how many gracious aflurances for this purpofe is 
the Scripture filled ! John vi. 37, * All that the 
€ Father hath given me fhall come to me, and 
c him that cometh unto me I will in no wife caft 
< out.' Heb. vii. 25/* Whcreforfe he h able 
c alfo |o fave them to the utlermdflr that come fo 
' God by him, feeing he evei^liveth to make in- 4 

* terceffion for' them.'' Rev. xxil. 17. ' And* 

* the Spirit and the bride Fay, come> And let 

* him that heareth fay, come. And let him 
^hat is athirft tome. And whofoever willi let 

c him 



* Jum take of the vater 9f life freely.' All 
things, Chtuftr excepted, are to be renounced to 
the aU-fufficiengy.of a Redeemer, to ]be the foun- 
dation of our hopq.. The penitent will fay with, 
the- Ap^ftle, :Phil. iik 8. * Yea doubtiefs, and 

* I Q&&X a# things, but lofs for. the excellency of 

* the knowledge of Chrift Jefusjiay Lord : for 

* whom I have fuffered jthe\lofeof all things, ancf 
< do count then* hut dung, that I may win 
e Chrift, and be found in him, not having mine 

* &vm righteoufhefs which is of the law, but 

* that which is through the faith, of Chrift^. even 
c the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith.' 

2. There is a fecond clafs of promifes, the 
performance x)f which is fufpended on our previa 
&us compliance with fomething required as the 
condition of obtaining them. In thefe we are 
not only called * to accept of the divine mercy, 

* but commanded to obey the Divine will.' The 
order in which I have placed thefe, will, I hope, 
prevent you from- mifunderftanding or mifapply- 
ing what may be faid on them.* This clafs in- 
cludes all the promifes in Scripture, regarding 
the daily progrefs of a believer in his fan&ifica- 

- ties* and conformity- to God, as well as the in- 
creaft of hit cqmfort and peace. I am fenfible, 
that as the reconciliation of a* finner to God) 
Tund his right to what is called in Scripture the 
j^omife of eternal life, is. of free and unmerited 
mercy, fa, no doubt, all the inferior or ful^ordi- 
nate promifes flow front the fame fource, nay; 

M in 
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in a certain meafiire, they arq.« entirely ttpon'the 
fame footing with thofc formerly mentioned; 
that is to fay, iinal perfeverai»€e, real growth irt 
the fpiritual life, and necefiary comfort, are the 
fore and purchafed portion of ; every one that is 
torn of God. Rom. viii. 29. ( Foir whom he 

* did foreknow, he alfo did predeftinate to be 

* conformed to the image of his Son, that lie 
' might be the firfbborn amangrmany-brethflreli. 9 
But in the diftribution of thofe^gifts^ particularly 
in their meafurey there is not otdy an unknown 
regard to the good pleafore of God, but a, known 
and eftablifhed regard to ©uxJcondud in duty* 
Thus the abundant (apply of the Spirit is the 
fruit and return of diligence in prayer. Matt. 
vii. 7. c Afk and it fhall be given you, feek and 

4 ye fhall find, knock and it (hall be opened un- 

* to you/ See alfo Ezekicl xxxvi. 2$. compared 
with the 37* * Then.will I fprinkle clean water 

* upon you, and ye ftiall be clean from all your 

* filthinefs 5 and from all your idok will I cleanfe 

5 you, &c. Thus faith the Lord, yet for all this 
< will I be enquired of by the houfe of Ifrael to 
5 do it for them.' Thus alfo inward confolation, 
as well as outward fefcurity, is exprefsfy promifed 
as the effect and reward of uniformity, and dili- 
gence in duty. Ifa. xxxii. 1 7. € And the work 
f of righteoufnefe, fhall be peace* and the ef&& 

* of righteoufnefs* quietnefs, and affurance for 
5 ever.' As the counter part .and illuftration of 
/this, you fee, that a departure from the path of 

_ duty 
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daty" brings on the threatened, or, perhaps, I 
ought to call it, the promifed rod of corre&iotlj 
Pf. Ixxxix. 3o.*~33. * But if hi S children- fliai 
~ € forfake my law, and not walk in my judgments*; 

* if they break, my ftatatcs, and keep not my 
4 commandments % then will I vifit their tranf- 
? greffionsr'with a rod, and their iniquities with 
c ftripes. Neverthelefs, my loving kindnefs will 
' Iaot take front him, norfuffermy faithfulnefs 

* to Fail.' • In the fame manner, Ifa. xl. 30, 31. 

* Even the youths mall faint and be weary, and 

* the young men fhall utterly fail : but they that 
'-wait upon the Lord fliall renew their ftrengtb;. 
1 they fhall mount up with wings as eagles ; they 
c fhall run and not be weary ; —tthey fhall walk 

* and not faint.' Agreeably to all this, you 
know, our blefled Lord prefcribed watchfulnefs 
and prayer as the great preservatives againft 
temptation, and whoever expecls either fpiritual 
ftrengthor comfort, while he relaxes his dili- 
gence in the way of duty, is guilty of that fin, 
which is called in Scripture, tempting God ; and 
fhall affuredly meet with a dreadful difappoint- 

' xnent. 

My brethren, as much of the daily exercife of 
real believers regards their progrefs in fanclifica- 

* tion, and their peace and comfort, it is proper 
that you fliould carefully attend to the "tenor of 
thefe promifes, and to what- ought to be your 
reliance upon them. I fhall fum up, in a few 

Ma par- 



rj<$ Trtiftin God. 

particulars, what I apprehend to be of moft Ijn- 
portance. 

j. Truft in thefe projnifes implies felf-denial, 
and a deep fenfe of your own weaknefs. Thefe 
promifes would be unneceflary and fuperfluous, 
.were we not infufficient of ourfelves for any thing 
that is good. Truft In God (lands dire&Iy 6f>- 
pofed to all fejf-dependenqe. Pro v. nj. 5. € Truft 

* in the lord with all thine heart, and lean not 
' to thine o>yn under ftanding.' How jealous 
God .is, if I-may rpeak fo, of the honpur that is 
due to him in this refpeft, mzj be feen from the 
many foul and fhameful crimes into which he 
permitted fome of his beft faints to fall, when 

they were off their guard, x by floth, or ftill more 1 

provoked him by pride and prefumption ; Neah*s 
drurikeraiefs, Mofes's paffion, David's adultjery 
and murder, and Peter's denial of his mailer. 
1 Cor. x. 11, 12. ' ' Now aH thefe things hap- 

* pened unto them for enfamples, and they are j 

* written for our admonition, ujion whom ibe 4 
' ends of the world are come. Wherefore, let 

. c him that thinketh he ftandeth take heed left 

* he fall.' For thjs reafon the Apoftle Paul fays> 
' with great propriety, and with great force, 

which is equally applicable to himfelf and ot^er 
believers, a fqeming paradox ; 1 Cor. xii. i o. 

* For when I am w^ak, then I am ftrong.* 

i. As we are to put no truft in ourielv€s> fo 
we are to exercise the moft unihaken confidence 
of our being able to difcharge any duty, or un- 
dergo 
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Merger any trial by the -help of the Almighty.—- 
Oh ! how ready are we to fin on Jjoth hands ! 
Howjjften do we prefume upon our own ftrength, 
ZQd forget the neceffityof applying for divine 
aid !— And on the other hand^ how prone are 
we to timidity or defpondence in difficult cafes 1 
When corruptions have long kept their ground", 
we are ready to dread their influence, and to 
make but little out of the promifes in Scripture, 
that we {hall be made c more than conquerors 

* through him that loved us/ We have learn- 
ed, by fad experience, that in us dwelleth no 
good thing, and yet it is long before we will at-- 
tend to the leflbn that follows hard upon it,. 
1 my grace is fufficient for thee, and my ftrength. 

* lhall be made perfect in weaknefs*' 

3. As tj?e& promifes are exprefsly made to * 
the diligent, you muft ftill remember that your 
own attention and application to dtity is efiential- 
ly neceflary, and that- the affiftance promifed 
from on high> is always reprefented r in Scripture- 
sis an argument and encouragement to diligence, 
and not a warrant or excufe for floth. Philip, 
Si. 12- * Work out your own falvation with fear 
' and tremblifcg-, for it is God that worketh in 

* you both- to will and to do of his good pleafure.* 
It is alfo well worthy of notice, that the fame 
Propket Ezekiel, who fays, chap, xxxvi. 6. 

* A n$w heart alfo will I give you, and a new 
** fpirit will I put within you,' changes the form 
•£ Jus. expreffion j and in another place, chap. 

M 3 xviiU. 
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xviii. 31, 32. {peaks in the following, term: 
4 Caft away from you all your tran%reffiom' 
' whereby ye have trajafgrcfied \ and make you 

* a new heart and a new ipirifc : for why wiU ye 
' die, Q houie of Ifrael ? For I have 30 pka&re 
c in the 4f3th of hki that dietb^ feith the Lord 

• God 1 wh^reicw tun* yoijrfebw, and live ye/ 
J*i confequepceof this, 

4* I« the laft places truft in God will make 
us ready to acknowledge, that when we fail in 
4uty, when we forget or break our rsjbhitions, 
the fauk is certainty in ourfejves, It i% impoffibk 
t9 excufe or juftify ourfelvee in. any degree, with- 
out laying the blame, in the* fame proportion, 
npon Godf and calling in qpeftiott hie faithfulness 
and truth. But whatever wr -treacherous hearts 
may finfulty fuggeft, we aire not ftraitened in God, 
hut ftrakened in our own be*wels« We find him 
pleading his ow» caufe, in this refpecT:, in many 
pafiages of Scripture) Ifa. Ux. i« ( Behokl, the 

* lord's hand is. not fborteiied*. that it cannot 

* fove j neither hi* ear heavy, that he cannot 

* hear ; but your 6ns ha*e feparated between 

* you and yo«r God, and yowr iniquities have 
c hid h» face frona you, that he will not hearV 
Upon $ie whofe truft in theft promife* is ik> 
other than an huJjaWe and diligent application to- 
duty,, under a deep fenfe of we&aeft,. and de- 
pendence on pr^mifed ftrength* accooapaniecfc 
with a firm periUafion, that * m the natnejof the 

* tord we ftajL fc-e&d. down our enesues/ and 
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go on ffprti ftrength to ftrength, c till we appear 
' before God 10 Zion.' 

3- Aaother clafs of promifes are thofe that 
*r&>fufpeaded, not only oil the feme condktom 
with > the two former* but upon fame otjier cir- 
cumftaaces in- themfelves uncertain, or to .us un~ 
fem. Thefe are temporal mercies, or rather 
temporal prosperity, delhreatence from prefent 
<Hftrefi, -and abundance or affluence of outward 
enjoyments. Perhaps we may alfo add fptrttusd 
cofrfblatibn, and fenfibie joy in God. I find no 
temporal pronrife precifely fixed to the fervant of 
God bat <fc» :,' Bn*d flull be gfra. him, and 
* h$ watetf IhaJl be fiire; 7 and k is certainly his 
duty, in the moft ftsiiteaiag drcumftances, to 
maintain a confident dependence on the power 
and wifiiom of Providence for necefiary fupply* 
J4p not condemn thoft who, when Deduced to 
extremity, hafts - a&tfaDy pleaded this divine 
fvomsfe, »d againft hope, toave believed in 
hope; and I ara pea-fueled mftances have not 
been wanting of relief, fbmiflied in a manner 
next to rarac#o*i9* But as to every other degree 
of /temporal pr0fperky, -God hath neferved h in 
his own hand to give or withhold it at his plea* 
fere \ that ie, «as he fees, rt- irill be moil: for his 
gtory, and the heoefit of his people. It is lawful 
then, nay brethren, for you' to endeavour to pro* 
cfar, % honeft induflry, the mcreafe of your 
fubftance, toleok weU to*the foteof your ilocks, 
wd your herds* aod to aflt by prayer the HeA 
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fitig of God upon your labours, it is lawful, and* 
it is your duty by regularity and care, to preferve. 
life and health, as well as to afk of the Father of 
your fpirits, recovery from ficknefs, or deliver* 
ance from any other kind of diftrefs. But you 
are not warranted to believe that thefe petitions 
fhall be granted in hand, or in your own time 
and meafure, even though you afk them in fin- 
cerity with the prayer of faith. There maybe 
reafonsfor witholding them, and yet you may 
be accepted in your prayers. An infinitely wife 
God knows beft what is for your good, and he 
only hath a right to determine in what^ part of" 
his own fervice ; where and how long he*ihalL 
employ you. Truft in God, therefore, in this 
refpeft, implies a careful attention to the tenor- 
of the promifes with regard to^ temporal "mercies, 
and not to look for, or even, if poffible, defire 
what he hath not promifed tobeftow. 

If I am not miftaken,.we fhall find it of mo* 
ment, upon this fubjeft, to obferve, both what 
he hath not and what he hath certainly promifed; 
He jhas no where promifed that his own- people 
fhall be the richeft or the greateft on earth; but 
he hath certainly promifed to Wefs their provi- 
fion, and afiured them, that a lktle that 3 juft. 
man hath fhall be better than the riches of 
many wicked; He has not promifed that they 
fliall be free from fuffering; but he hath cer- 
tainly promifed. to fupport them by his own pre- 
fence under their Oiftsefc. Ifa- aliii, 2. « Whea 

♦thou. 
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* thou pafleft through' the waters, V will be with . 
1 thee m K and through the rive^, they fliall not 

4 overflow thee ; when thou walseft through the 
4 fire, thou fhak not he burnt*; neither fhall the 

* flame kindle upon thee/ '* Ihe' truth is, he hath 
promifed that * all things mall Work together Far 
c their good*. In one word, they have indeed 
all merries promifed,' : 6rily they themfelves are 
not in a condition; ai pfrefdnt, to jtidg'e what they 
may^ift with fafety, anfl fcrhatnot. As the' heir 
of an opulent eftate, though he is proprietor o£ 
all, yet is laid under reftrairtt 'while in infancy 
and nonage, becaufe he Would fbon ruin himfdf 
if it were committed to his own management 5 £0 
the believer, though an heir of God, and joiftt 
heir with Chrift, yet till he is meet for the In- % 
heritance^ he* muft be at his Makei** and Re- 
deemer's difpodJ. Take in, therefore, only this 
limitation, and then fee his extenfive charter* 
1 Cor. iii. ai.— - ' For aS things are yours ; whe- 

* ther Paul, or Apolloe,' or Cephas, or the world, 

* or life, or death, or things prefent, or things to 
' come ; all are yours ; and ye are Chrift's ; and 
' Chrift is GodV What then is the duty of a 
child to God ? It is to breathe after more and 
more fubmi-ffion to the divine will, and to annex 
this refervation to every petition of a temporal na- 
ture, t neverthelefs, not my will fout thine be dorie.' 
And, oh ! my brethren, how happy the perfon 
who hath feen the weaknefs of human judgment ; 

who waits the intimation of God's will, before he 

will 
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wittfuffer his defires to, faften with eagernefe on 
any earthly comfort, and who endeavours to keep 
himfelf free from' perplexity, by an humble and 
fubmiffive reliance on tjie ajl-fufficiency of Godl 

I observed, in entering on this part of the fub- 
jecl:, that fpiritual confolation, or fenfible joy in 
God,' is to be considered as a prpmife of the 
fame clafs, which muft, therefore, be afked with 
fubmiflion, and is difpenfed according to the 
good pleafure of a gracious but fovereignrGod. 
I am fenfible, as has been formerly obferved with 
another view, that fome degree of comfort ne- 
ceflarily follows from a believer's relation to God j 
• but many pious perfons feem to defire and to ex- 
pect fenfible comfort in a higher meafure than 
' God fees it meet to give them, or than is proper 
• for them in the prefent ftate* It is with fpiritu- 
al profperity as with temporal, every one cannot 
bear it. Therefore, it is our duty frill to be fen- 
fible that we have much more comfort and peace 
than we deferve, and as we defire and ftrive for 
greater degrees of it, to accompany thefe defires 
with much humility and refignation to the will 
of God. 

I proceed now to the laft thing propofed, which 
was to make a practical application of this fiibjeft 
for your inftruftion and direction. . 

i. From what has been faid, you may fee what 
judgment you ought to form of inward fuggef- 
tions, and ftrong or particular impreflions upon 
your minds. There are fome extremely prone to 

interpret 
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fatei'pret a text of fcripture, fuddenly fuggefted 
to their minds, or any ftrong impreffion made ou 
them, as an immediate meflage from God. to be 
directly applied to themfelves : Others, in oppo- 
fition to this, as enthufiaftical and vifionary, feenx 
to give up every expeclation of being able to fay v 
with the Pfalmift, * I bleft the Lord who hath 
* given me counfel, my r^ins alfo inftruct me ia 
' the night leafou.' I beg, therefore, that you 
may obferve, that the fuggeftion of a paflage of, 
fcripture, of itfelf gives no title to the immediate 
application of it, becauie the great deceiver may, 
undoubtedly fuggeft fcripture, as we find he could 
reafon from it in our Saviour's temptation. We 
are, in every fiich cafe, to confider the tenor o£ 
itj if it be a promife of encouragement, that is, 
how and in what mannerit may be fafely applied. 
If anything happens to be fuggefted that expref- 
fly foits our prefent condition, either by fetting 
home the obligation of duty, with particular evi- 
dence upon the confcience, or pointing out the 
grounds of comfort, it ought to be thankfully ac- 
knowledged as from the fpirit of God. For ex- 
ample, if a perfon, under the power of a fpirit of 
bondage, attd fear of Divine wrath, hath fuggef- 
ted te ami an^ of the extenfive gracious affiir an- 
tes of mercy to the chief of dinners, it is his, duty 
to lay' hold* of it V K is 'dlre&ly fuited to his con- 
dition^ and tteuld be the very thing, that a 
wife and judicious paftor would recommend 
to him* . for his relief. ! tte may therefore 

without 
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w|tho«t ' .^tat L ipn>; ti& , t>M. *& V'ti^'ft "is 
brought with power aria efficacy upon hi/ heart. 
In the fahie ( manner, if a perlpq under 'trouble 
hath fuggefted to \\vri\ ahy 'pjf the prtfmjfies* o¥ 
fupport under it, jfurely lie ought* in the difeftargfc 
of his cliityj firmlV V) reW- dri the acccfftiplifh- 
men! of that part of rhe word" of J M&fifc 1 * Birf'&tf 
/ the reflex examination of a perfohV character' dr 
jftate to apply the fudden fcggeltibfi "df' aprbrHife 



apply the fudden iuggemofi df' a'prbtiufe 
or priyilege, perhaps of a* cohdi66nW feature, is 
certanly both fihrul and 'dangerous.'" Siiiftdi fo- 
caufe without warrant; anddarigefous', becaufe 
leading to delufion. ♦*.-•'. 

2. From what hath been faid;'you &ay fee 
what it is that we ought toTeek for with the 
greateft earneftnefs, and may hope to obtain wrth 
the greateft confidence. Recolle&i 'I befefceh 
you, the order in which I havd mentioned the 
promifes of God as the objects 6f tnJft l ancl { reli- 
ance. Firft of all the promifes ' of faWatfaA,ifc- 
Kverance from the guilt of r fcri', a^d a^fi^htto 
everlafting life ; next, whatever 5 is rie^effary tb^he 
prefervation and improvement, of "the' i^trfttfal 
life ; and then, in the third placfc, propter accorh- 
modation, and fuitable ; prp.vilioft in'burpafla'gfe 
through the preferit worldV ^Th^Jr^reiierfe f&ik- 
ed according to their value' ' iri Hh&tffelVes',' and 
the value which we Ihbiild put upon tRenV. ""Eiet 
us, therefore, take care that we never" violate' this 
order, which is necefTary, not ' onty becaufe' of 
^eir comparative value, 'but becaufe of their mu- 
tual 
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tual jjiflgence oi|e upoii appther. It is in vain for 
u$ tp $ xpsft to attain, to the habit or pra&ice of 
hpbnefs, till we are united to Cod by faith m 
Jfcfus Chrift. All the promifes of. the gofpei'are 
ratified . in him. All the 4*vine fulnefs is treafiir- 
ed up in him. { Every divine gift is difpenfed by 
bin*. v » Thjarefpre, he fays^ John xv. 4. Abide in 

* me, and I in you. Ac the branch cannot bear 
c fruit pf itfelf, except it abide in, the vine ; no 
' morf, can ye, except ye abide in me.' And the 
Apoftte Paul, Gal. ii. 20. * I am crucified with 
' Chrift^ neverthelefs, I live; yet not I, but 
' Chriftliveth in me $ and the life which I now 
' live i^ the flejDb >t I live by the faith of the Son 

— * 

f of God* who. loved me, and gave himfelf for 

* me.' / 

In the ferns manner nothing can be more pre* 
poftercms, than to fix pur affections upon tempo- 
ral mercies, pi* pur attention "upon the promifes 
that rejate tq thenvfo. as to lofp view of our inte- 
jxftin^Godi.favouTjandtheprogrefs of our fanc- 
tificaUon. - AU the temporal promifes in fcrip- 
ture.are made to the children of God as fach, and 
for .carrying,pp the ,purpofcs of his grace in them. 
Tow he£Y£iily Father knoweththat ye have need 
•of tbefe things. ,» fTherje is no. promife in the 
whole volume of inspiration to> the wicked and 
..impenitent.. .. c ^There i$rno peace, . faith my God, 

* .to.tfce wicked/ r He will cither rebuke them in 
his.wxath a5Klchgftenth«ninhis hot difpleafure, 
or give them up, tola.. curfed, hardening, ftupify- 

N mj; 



s 
sng prosperity, tfoft whwhr*0 fibt©)0»*aiihni 

moatc to be4re^<t--t^C3vifik»ii ttro&r fitfferiazi 

moiety about 5>oMc owt ward iktoi viol fi*pplajlt tor 
go before, oc;^etitotofQpai»^d^m[aaxmoem 3 
that younnayo^ot be ifoumif warning whmweigh- 
sd ititthfebilanoerf thfci fttafbidiy 
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gv Let roe beftpch jim toiad^ctftbciwifdam, 
juftice and nicccy ofi God^lrbthe^ordfiiiiheihath 
elbibliftiedv .According to .the rdiffererit iiatUr fc of 
iJ&epv9Rtifqfr'r/lliatidiidi.4ir ofittoftrnajVian*- 
perly (peaking;: oi\%aiJpcakabte value, and radical- 
ly contains alUhe »eft, fa» placed.foft in order* and 
offered in the moft firee aridi gracious maimer, 
without money and withbut price*! Salvation is 
-preached to tbedikfof Stomas fahd a .Saviour 
held forth as able to fove to the> utfcarmaft aft? that 
■come 'to 'God by hhn» Many ufes.might:be made 
-of this, but the Angle life I i»tcttd*trt ornate, of it 
.- at prefent , as eonneStedi with the duty raft *nt&j -. is 
-to ulence the complains i of envy, and impatience. 
How prone are manyita look Asrith an ^viLcyeu- 
ponthe more oexfcefcfofl pofiiffians, and greater 
appaiicn* outward comfort Wnch: others, enjoy ! 
-Docs it not aftoh^fli yj6ur tarthmk how? mifcch un- 
belief and ingxatkud© 'item oat in thofeo repining 
thoughts ? Meannefa o£ h itenk, . ; aaai pocotty of 
fiats*: aver no ^hindrance f rat dalltoian^iittareft in 
Chrift, and a right ^cverbifting Hfe.' iNby^ithe 
Gofpel is preached/ to iJusipooiL— -*M any a Laza- 
rus has been carried by th&iaitge&ioto .Abraham's 
^hoiWl, while the rk hand luacurious h'»vc lifted 

:/; up 
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up* their «ye$ia* t&m&nti. Wfll you> cairyoui 
dancyoa &euic6i&p&m<f JWifoywmvy the man 

flare, and .his & rtipfcuoqs i fare ? Wh^tJ i? the?< am* 
plefb portion ;in -ther? jitefem liftj eofflpared witlh 
the furc mercietfi&tf ©avid*? What **rildtbf God 
wmld^ty^tizQgtmith &sf vfefcked man Wprifon 
for a^tobejuafrdfcofoid ibri'A throne & t •; .-:■;.■ 

I befeech yon to add to a4jfrtki$v>*hati e\ien with. 
regarxtao .^rcfciie peaces of -^c<ymfort r tshere as po 
tomparifon ^between a good man anda* bad. * A 
( maoVlife: doth ; notcpn£ft in *he abundance of 
4 t*iething5wipchhe poftefiestf This is a truth 
net o^ioften- repeated Un the fkcred oracles, but * 
written in the cteaareft ahdmoft legible characters 
in the hiftary ©fc Providence.— Nay, evert inde- 
pendently of ^irttte $rtrifigion<kfe3f, every human 
calamity* whether wiling :£roi$ <kkrief§, reproach, 
contention, feter,i dritirkgiiaJifiedniieifee, rages with 
greaterivioksice/inrthb higtof^ thnr in the lower 
ftaetonfe of iiier. : 'AJvain)tind concerted monarch. 
«ttc«4enrjto,3a& touQQ he&hefc *>ra*le^ who was 
the happie^bnian ! on leahrh?) and ••■met with a de- 
fert^fdi&ppoiritmentmrthextcply; / If we fliould 
;puti'#Tqu^O}ttiimich.'n^^ well a£ 

vrnwctenxpevacaftiyBeiW rani; of life 

thiiOTi*ftie«uiuifiiI^ found ? 

I?h^r^bo.(&ul$r[lj^|itt:/oii^il<ip-be anfwered, u- 
paa^a^thiioMT-~Exnfritaite ^1 'always ratify the 
wrifei/niin'© •ofaffiqrvatioti %4 Baiter is- a~ dinner of 
' • **. iherbsmknwlaTO/ is^ dsaniai fta&d ox and* hatred 
•; N 2 . c therewith* 
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* therewith A.fan^ficAtot isl at> r meftiiuaWe 
tisafure*. .*!&£... Mefip^p^^ 
«n4 £ P9J: of n^a^is Jbpt^ jiw* kjexhapftibte 
■mines ©f goW.afid ;#yer frt: What. : capfe..<rf con- 

Jn „ rije. laft ,pla£$> yp*r»may: l^n,.;fi^;wj*at 
has beqafaid p^th^fokjec), jwja^t js fte.plajneft, 
the Q\ertefk h zn$+ indeed, .*he:#«ly ^ejwagr fcprde- 
liyerancfl frwi r dtffoA o* ^lajnityi pf f ,wjbatew 
kind., . ItistpJiy .tPthe,m£j-fy T .o£ Qpdthrough 
*he blood of Chrift >.to .renews the . exerciios of faith 
in him* w& in proportion, as it pleafes jGod f .to fill 
ypu witha^jpy^and peace in; buying v jronwiH 
perceive eye*y pther ,covena*# ,ble$ng r i}ow dear 
.and unmixed from this. Juo«?ii4»^d fiwee. It 
will le&d. to rqpenttaoej, humiliation . rod &bnaif- 
.lion,, The faffed ufe >o£ tfts ajfli£Uo*i.will he 
obtained, j^4*b* fe r Wg? deliverance erf itfelf; for 
no rod isviU.be consumed longer thw it hath an£ 
wed .its _end„ , At a#y rate, whm iuffering.ts 
ijecefiary^^acs^to fqffer witk. patience, fhalinot 
be withheld*. r Wou}4 yon baye any more, and is 
wt this remedy alwayst at hand ? Can thepooreft 
man fay, \t is not. within, the reach of his purfe? 
It is at once effectual and uniyprfah JLt was, once 
fai^m contempt of a jqrorthy and: pious minifte*, 
that he nv*4e fp much of th? bipod ,o£Chri#j that 
lie wouldeyen apply it to< a broken bone* , But 
bating what may be thought indecent in the ex- 
preffipn, chofen'on purpofe to bring a good man 
into ridicule, the thing itfelf, I make bold to af- 
firm: 
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firm; U 'a grcatf aftd precibus truth* .Faith in the 
BIbdid of'Chrifl: 'mates a man fiiperior to 'allfujf- 
ferifags. ft f6ftens their aijieft- 1 — It abates their 
fevfer^^tffay^ ft changes their nature* ' When a 
man is under dHb-efi or calamfty 6f any kind, aiid 
coiiiiiers 'it' only iff JtlHfj and independently of 
hfc'refotfoii to God,' it retail hi old nature, arid 
taffdi With Wthe ftittfetfiefs : t>|ltiie original curfe ; 
but wh£n*{t tectinft&eiktf dslfmited In Its nature 
~k¥meafurei arid its continuance by a* kind Sa- 
viour, (ht)kVt6vtt'{hhMis"to'it' with patience, as 
a part of his Creator's Will; bears it with patience 
in'hii Recfeemer's ifrength; and fometimes is ena- 
bled to Unbrace ft tWth ptealure, as fervingto car- 
ry huh t6 hfs Father^AfiiiCd fi this going too 
far? Nbi'tiiy d&r brethren % ther«e are g*eat realities 
to which the worA o£'God, and! the experience of 
his ^airits, Beaf united "evidence. '" Many* here pre~ 
fetit; ; l doiibt'iiot, liaVe been' Witfefrofthts truth 
irfthe caTKage'df tftefr V^atibns nbWwlth God; 
arid not afew, T ItrufV/vvitf tepeat'thfe tfcftiriiony to 
ftrcceesling agefc. ,;> 1 conclude all with' that anima* 
ted paflage 6f Atf Apoftifc Pauf,-^- f 2 Cor. iv. id. 
f •?. '* For fahicli canfc! We faint not i but though 
4 bur outlfrardmari pSridi,' ytt the inward man is 

# renewed dty by dif. il For our fight affliction, 

* which is' but* for a moment, workefh for lis a far 
* 'jboreeiieedittg' aAd eternal Weight of glory.' 

''■■•' N 3 ' SIRMOJ* 
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, ; Ps^.Ixjn&.io. • 

&Wy 4fc *!*&/& of M)%» fiktt frdifr thte\ tit re- 
thdinde^cf'Wf^hJl^k4b(Mi^rnm^ 

There is not a greater -etiderce-ekberof the 
reality or the? power of ttUgioo* thaii a 
firm belief of Go^s utiiyerfe* pwefence, and a 
conftant attention to the influence and operation 
of his porovjcteiic& his by this means.' that the 
Chriftiah may be fttd> r in' the enftphatical Scrip- 
ture language, 1 to walk with God, and to cn- 
c dure as. fednyihim who is iri*ifitoe/~ . ,.* ■ 
The dottfhae of divine providence is vary full 
and complete in the fecred orades. * It extends- 
not only to things which we may think of .great 
moment, and therefore Worthy of notice 5 bat to 

things 

* Preached at Princeton on the general Faft* 
17th May 1776, 
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• things the moft indifferent and inconfiderable 

* ArrTiot lwo fpar row s feM«4br<a--fegthing i? fays 

• our Lord, c and one of them falleth not to the 
• € ground ^without #puf r heajreniy Father j nay, 
. • the very Tiairs of your head are all numbered J 

It extends not only to things beneficial and fa- 

jjtojfarjr* 9^-tA^jlire^Q^a^d.affiftance^f thofe 

who are the f^^ni^c^thp. Jiving God 5 but to 

• thing's feemingly moft hurtful and deftructive, 
and to perfons the moft refractory and disobedi- 
ent. He over-nilffc aUAk rrrtfures, and all their 
actions. Thus we are told, that * fire, hail, 
fnow, vapour, and ftorray wind, fulfil his word, 9 
in the courfe of ' naturfe^ aftd A even fo the moft 
impetuous and 4ifi»rdedy\ Jpaffi6fl$ qf men, that 
are under no ^reftrauit f$qm themfelves, are yet . 

•perfectly fubjeel: to the dominion of Jehovah. 
TteytTtaylro^fltfnr^Bonj fchsy.abey his aiders, 
they am limited «nd ?eftrai||$d hy his authority, 

. and t^y iioafpitoe with • ev^y thing* elfe in pro- 
mo6qg bm gtery. - r JO?«r£ is thp-peajer n^ed 
<to - tiflte^! attic*; irfvlihia^'that .ro*n v are not g©- 
aerJalljrjfisSwiltly^a^arp f>i tlne,.diftinc^ion be- 
tween tthe.faw/ofCkM >«^4bi« purpofe; they are 
..apt to fu(Sp0&*i tfcftta*tte topper ofthe tinner k 

5 contrary t&thtemv fe^thfi outrages of h thefinner 

'-' ia^e^k^o^lG^tbe^tbfr^rthan, which nothing 
-c?n%)e morefotfe. Th^ truth is plainly, aflerted 
^oikI nobly ^cxpre^^l^ the PCJmiil: in the text, 
•* Purely the wrath of man fhall praife thee $ the 

. & remainder of wrath fhalt thou reftraia/ 

This 
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This pfafcm was evidently cbmpofed a* a fong 
of.praifoforfomc iignd Ttetofcy obtained, Which 
wasjat the fame dime sH' remarkable 'deliverance 
from thoeatenifi^ddngef. The -atfthbr wa4 'ofoe 
or other of the later £*ophet$ j tt^th&'oc&fion, 
^probably* theiuafaccfcftfiil aflfek of JeftrfUetti, 
by the army of Sentriherib; kin£ of Afiyria, m 
the days of Hezekiah. Great was the iniblence 
and bdafting of httf general** and fervaritS sfgainft 
the city of theiiving God, asm^r be feen in the 
thirty-fixth chapter of Ifatah. Yet it pleafed 
God to deftroy thtir- eHemie*4 and, by-hts : oWn 
immediate 4fttecpof«ion, to gram thfem deliver- 
ance. Therefor* the- Pfalmi ft fays, rti thfc fifth 
and iixth Terfes of thifc Pfa*fti, < The ftout-heart- 
< ed are fpottad, tbey ha*e flept that- fkep. 

* None of the men of might ftftve found their 
' hands. At thy rcfouke, O God of Jacob 1 
1 both the chariots and tfte h*rfc are cad - into 
1 a deep ikep/ Afters few mo*« remarks to 
the fame purpofe^ he draws the mfercn^e, or 
makes the refie&fcm in the teit* * Surely the 
4 wrath of man (hall praHe Aee % the remainder 

* of wrath . fhalt thou reftrain f which may be 
paraphvaftd thus ; the fary and injirftke of op- 
preffors diallbiing in a tribute of prilfe to thee; 
the influence of thy <righte*tak providehte fltefl 
be clearly decerned '3 the comttmnte and i fiip«- 
pent thou wilt give to thine own people ihall be 
glorkmfly illuftrated : thou ihtit fet the bounds 
which the boldeft cannot pafe 

lam 
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^..l^ffgq&fojrmj hftiiktfm* lb* the time! fcnd 

x$ps£MlL &Ht#i ***&$•! ii#eBe&ng< ^cyjfcffenaes 
o£#^^q$^r G atoflfefem<>T ffttM^Sfftgw^dfediofc 

i$K,ifflg^t^f*^^ fcfr* vbfelilt 

B# a* $*$ ^i|i^n^it^>rytfpei9i /*k*,(3odk< laofdl 
gavcnwi^ V ^ th^ftitie mnd tipehangeablc ; as 
the ; ifli4e y injti^ ^flfe •^,Sef«tidiwb , s invaiioa, 
did but , lea4rt&9<prea>h$t jtoMtoMvtodge.iM' our 
^lutjF s^i4 i^er^^p^olplilr^iix&^ltl^Ag -^ipori us to 
irngr^ce it; -4«d ^^Pl dkfcfto rt<h i»fi& «ltoft 
it onthU,dfiyv'Q£ J fQiwf>fi favfrityiiti0iva»it >vrill 
pcofoabfy. Jk*lj* *# t^ a ofcalr And r rspficfc view of 
what ijiouj&jae ttlft .chirff^3W)j«ft «of 'our jfraycfrs 
and, endeavours* ~a#iw$kai.the -gctaft pbjeft of oi*r 
k>pe and,tTu£k,.iii(w^p]F€fo?t/1ituUtia$J^ < - l - 

.The^i^fe *H?n iV i$fct#J .i*ftfc^ ****** ..#hi* 
L,pyopf46to*ill^%»teffyti4f f isftfMf^V^piisHr* Tjbat 
4 ^U-.the -difordiedy ^fl^awi Oft me**, whtethlc* »ex- 
^po&yj the, imaacQnt ^prhflflc &jury*i or *rte- 

* 4&er*lK^a^rt^ 

-V pqjbfc? Gafcwqft -fltrtH-Yfi* tfte rcfcd*.b# fc* -the 
^.-pgufepf, God/^ 'QtwUhiiptft i^ more parties* 
lady, t^.^hje.pifpfeitTftate ^* t$^-jtaieraafliv Golo- 
nks^ and Jthe f>lag#e ^f^ary-^* Th« ambition 

* of njiitekeivprMKtfs, 4b$ : cum>ing md enjeky 
1 of oppreffive and corpu^^^mft^rsj a#d even 

'the 
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* the . mbumaniftrv _,<?£ uto&dr i fejUU w* h»we w 
',4rjeadfuk tftiH ,d&n*Ujr a promote ?tfoe gloiy :iof 

* Cofi ipa»4 ^tt^im^ftp-time/i white the ftarnv 

* continu^.l^ ^^y;4ndkindwfevihall appear 
c Jo p^ei^ribi^fe b^uads to^ their fcag^aadfiiryuf 

Ittdi^l^rfing.pf ,tWs jftfejgfl^ it is i»y intent 
tjon* through tUe^iSftwc^^f 4ivi*fcgK«ie* ; 
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.L,To.pt>i«t, r 4>ut ^.yjEHiiift feme.pankadar^ 
how the wrath> of ; n#m t|*Fa£fe*, God*. . « 



*, »r 



.'• v f > 1 I I ' ' » 4 r * » l 

1 4 . . 

IL To^pply thefe, ptfuriplesjtoi cm prefiaot 
fituafipn, Jbty r inferences pf truth ,for • yow in* 
ftru&ion and, comfort, sad by fuiteWe eathoria* 
tions to, duty .in, the important srifi* . 
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L In tbq firft place, J, am. to point out<to you, 
in fpme particulars, how? the wrath .of jman.prai&s 
God. ,1 fay,, in fan*e,h*ftaneesi beeawfeit is far 
from being in, rcry^power^ either <to : motion or 
explain the- whole^/J^re^ js.vats ujafearcliabte 
depth in the drw|ij§f couQ&ls^which itisiflnpei- 
fible for us to pdrietrat^,, It k ,tb$ r duty. x>f every 
good man to. place, the,inoft» unlimited confi- 
dence in diyine i wUdftm f!; and tQ^lfeve^hafcthofe 
me^&res .of,.;mitidqiffi< j^<^ n^efe ujatateS* 
ligible to , lim*, W Bfajfcaan^mxh the feme 
.£kill, and di*efte4 tp -jthB ( f%me ^eaifc ^purpflfesrafc 
others, the reafoo, #nd , tpn^gncy of .whicbr he 
can explain in tj^ cleared wanneiiw B«t where 
revelation .and experience enables us to difcover 

the 



the wifilonv e<feftty, or mercy of ''dhfliifc provi- 
dencer hotbing »tefi fbftlinbi^^eS^Htftil^of' pro- 
Stabfe m a i^rioosn^i^v %^^€f^fbre I beg 
ywwjttteflrfbifW'to 

faTtha>&fc T f>lac^ ! tto? wMK' tf hiari pValfes 
Godpadfta is sin <mtn£le "Hid *fflfiffatHbflT tof di- 
vine truth, aid cfeafl? fbf^^^he'tornii^cm 
of our nature, which is the foundation-ftone of 
the ^do^ine- Ot ^ed^mptroh. ; Ko'thiirtg can l be 
more abfolutely >r*kc£&tff td'tftie' religion, "'than a 
clear and fall conviction of the finfulnefs of our 
nature *a»& ftatfe -Wftftoilt this there can be 
nekh€» rejfeitta(h%€ >in? r tibs* 'fifthly ntf* nunifilty 
in the fcelievW >Wfcfe>*tt twrafPthati is'faid, In 
Scripture of thS* wiftf&ai'attd 'teeriy bf Gad, in 
providing a Saviour, is .without force and with- 
out meaning. -Ju(Uy^oisotrip f Saviour fty, * the 

* whole h*ve t«>*ieed' df 'tt ph^fician, Mt' 4 thofe 

* that tfte».Mr/- rc^he'iibt J t^ca(H tfiie 'righteous 

* bo* flnnSfs %A tfepentaricfc/ ' THbfe 1 who are not 
fenfible ttattf the j* <are * jfeniersV : wifl tredt every 
exhortation 'te^itpSht&tecV and elverjr offer of 
mercyp wi* clflRl«ii 6r defiance; • " '' 

But whe** ***** w* havfed morfe aflfeclirig view 
of thd * Zbmtptitai '*>f ' Win* ttirfttf e, than ' ?n the 
wfitthfof ihtfny wlteri ^itei^g'ftffelfiinopprenlbti, 
cracky^ and Wood $ &!niuft be owned, indeed, 
dsat4hte^«uA^ iffiuhaantrf inin?ftift fri ' times 
o#kb£ >great Aft ttan^kflffty. Ofter* hiay, if they 
pleafey ttns^t theUdftn^feidn of A bul ; nature as a 
ch«mra>, for 'toy 1 p&£fj I Re it &ferf where, and 
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I&eiit everyday. Aft 4c diforder s in h»maa> 
focicty, and due greataft part even of the unhap- 
pineft we arc expofed to, arifcs from the ct*vy t 
malice, co*etonfi?e&t 9»d other huts of man* 
Iflre and all about us were juft whpt we ought 
to be in all refpe&s, we ihouid nojt need to go 
any farther, for .heaven* for it wo*ld be upon 
earth* Bat war and violence prefent a fpe&ack 
ilill more awful. How aife&ng is it to think, 
that the luft of domination Jhoukt be Co violent 
and untverfai! That men fhpuld fo rarely be 
fatisfied with their own pofieffion* and aequifi* 
dons, or even with the benefit tfc* would arife 
from mtituai fervke,* but Jhottfd kpk upon the 
bappinefs and tianqaj^ityof others, as an ob- 
struction to their own. That, a* if the great law 
of nature vff&t not enough, '- daft than art, and 
' toduft tkga (halt return/ they fhoold be fo 
fur ioufly fet for thc.deftru&ion of. each other. It 
is {hocking to think, fiaee the firft murder of 
Abel by his brother Cain, wjbat havock has been 
made of man by man in every age. What is it 
that fills the page* of fejftory, but the Wars and 
content ions of princes and empjpes? What yaft 
numbers has Jawlefe ambition brought into the 
field, and fidi*e?eda} a prey to the de^racTive 
fword I - 

Is we dwell a &£ic WfOto the cimimftanoes^ 

they became deeply anting. The mother 

bears a child w^h pain, reajns him by die !*• 

Various attendance of maay years * yet in the 

\- prime 



* 



ttf beauty, ifcfc -memefil: - he IS cat * down by the 
<JreadM itfftflameiita* a£ ; death, * £ve*y battle 
* T rf tfce tfarric* is ' wltl* donftifcd noife, and 
-* g»maits .rolled in- WdodV? tot the horrop of 
ttoe 1 fcehe is not* confined to the feM <o£''flaUght&'. 
9&r l g& thrtre tufrel*tfed^c>r- M toillaftftentgd ; in 
**&f HWbffite- fcriSfcftiite^ whs*, tfcuft - be the 4m- 
^reffita ; Upon the ^relatlori^^l the defeated >$ The 
todtetf 6# tftft &ead«a*'Wy=6te&<*n, oi< the cries 
ot tfee*%i&g li&ttlTofiratfifigle day v but many 
tlays ihaH'hot put *art &id *o the -mohrniftg- of a 
parfcnt for a bdtfve'd 'ftfr^ -fchfe joy-'artd fupport of 
tris age* br v &f the widb* and* htfplefs* offspring 
-fer a-fetheiy takfcn Sway i«ithe fumefs of health 
^Hid*i£our. i • 1 * r ' *• '• ] * 

<BuHf- this tffty be ^jttftlf foid'of ail wars be- 
tween matiHantf manj what fhail-we be able to 
fay that 4s^»kable*t6 the abh6¥redfcene of civil 
-wa* betWfceh *citi£e*l atfd* -citizen "? HoW deeply at 
-feeing is4t, v thkt th6fei#he l a?fe the fame in com- 
ptexiorl,* the -fifaie in blood, in language, and in 
^Hgbn^ft^ld, : notWithftancMng, butcher one a- 
ti"dthfer : withL mitfelenting rage* and gldry in the 
^ccdP? <That-ittfcn'£hbald lay wafte the$eld* of their 
*f&leW#f8je€fe', ^ith^hofeprdVifion-they them- 
felves had been often fed, and confume with de- 
r^uHfitg 1 ^fe* Atefe^llMifbsV^ff which they had 
^te'foiih#a haffctabfc ikefe*-? * 
"*• TKefe thing* af^^t<t9^e!*c 4 cMiida'Weak mind 
%ith fear, or^^erWheJm.Nk itfith'-ferrow, and in 

O the 
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the greateft number are apt to excite the higheft 
indignation, and kindle up a fpirit of revenge. 
If this laft has no other tendency than to direcl: 
and invigorate the meafures of ielf-defence, I do 
not take upon me to blame it ; on the contrary, 
I call it necefifary and laudable. 

But what I mean at this time to. prove by the 
preceding reflections, and wifh to imprefs on 
your minds, is the depravity of our nature. 

* From whence come wars and fightings among 
' you,' fays the Apoftle James, i come they not 

* hence, even from your lufts, that war in your 

* members ?' Men of lax 2nd corrupt principles, 
take great delight in fpeaking to the praife of 
human nature, and extolling its dignity, with- 
out diftinguifhing. what it was, at its firft crea- 
tion, from what it is in its prefent fallen flate. 
Thefe fine fpeculations are very grateful to a 
worldly mind. They are alfo much more perni- 
cious touncautious and unthinking youth, than 
even the temptations tea diflblute and fenfual 
iife, againft which they are fortified by the dic- 
tates of natural confcience,< and a fenfe of public 
fhame. But I appeal from thefe vifionary rea- 
fonings to the hiftory of all ages, and the in- 
flexible teftimony of daily experience. Thefe 
will tell us what men have been in their practice, 

..and from thence you may judge what they are 
by nature, while unrenewed. If I am not mif- 
taken, a cool and candid attention, either to the 
paft hiftory, or prefent ftate of the World, but 

above 
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above all, to the ravages of lawlefs power, ought 
to humble us in the duft. It fhould at once leacf 
us to acknowledge the juft view given us in fcrip- 
ture, of 'our loft ftate ; to defire the happy in- 
fluence of renewing grace each for ourfelves ; 
and to long for the dominion of ri*rhtcoufnefs 
and peace, when > ' men fhall beat their fwords 
'" into plow-fhares, and their fpears into pruning 

* hooks ; * when nation (hail not lift up fword a- 
c gainft nation, neither fhail they learn war any 

* moteJ f. 

6 z * 2. The 

f I cannot help embracirig this opportunity of 
making a remark or two upon a virulent reflexion 
thrown out again ft this doctrine, in a well known 
pamphlet, Common Senfe. The author of that work 
expreffes himfelf thus •, ' If the firft king of any 

* country was by electfon, that likewife eftablifhes 

* a precedent for the next •, for to fay, that the 
r right of all future generations is taken away, by 

* the act of the firft electors, in their choice not 

* only of a king, but of a family of kings for ever,. 

* hath no parallel in or out of fciipture, but the 

* doctrine of original finy* which * fuppofes the^ free 

* will t>f art men loft in Adam $ and from fuch 
4 comparifon, it will, admit of no other : hereditary 

* fucceflion can derive no glory. For as in Adam 
1 all finned, and as in the firft electors all men 

* obeyed 5 as in the one all'rhankind Were fubjected 

* to Satan, and in the Other to- Sovereignty $ as 

* our. innocence waaf loft ia.the firft, and our au- 

* thorityin the lafl r and, as both difabte us from 
• *- re-afluming* fome former ftite <nd privilege, it 

** Uaanfwerably follows, that original fin and here- 

* dilary; 
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2. The wrath of man praifeth God as it is the 
inftrument in his hand for bringing finners to re- 
pentance, and for the correction and improve- 
ment of his own children. Whatever be the na- 
ture of the affliction with which he vifits either 
perfons, families, or nations; whatever be the 
difpofition or intention of thofe whofe malice he 
employs as a fcourge, the defign on his part isj to 
rebuke men for iniquity, to bring them to repen-. 
tancc, and to promote their holinefs and peace* 

The 

1 ditary fucceflion are parallels. Di (honourable 
* rank ! Inglorious connection ! Yet the mod 
1 fubtle fophifl cannot produce a jufter fimile*.* 
Without the fhadow of reafoning, he is pleafed t& 
reprefent the doctrine of original lift as an object o£ 
contempt or abhorrence. I beg leave to demur & 
a little to the candor, the prudence* and the jufticcj 
of this proceeding. 

I . Was it modeft or candid for a perfon without 
name or character, to talk in this fupercilious man- 
ner of a doctrine that has been efpoufed and defen- 
ded by many of the greateft and beft men that the 
world ever faw, and which makes an effential part oT 
the *Rabli(hedCreeds and Confeflions of all the Pro- 
teftant churches without exception M thought the 
grand modern plea had been, freedom of fentiment, 
and charitable thoughts of one another. Are Co 
many of us, then, beyond the reach of this gentle- 
man's charity ? I do aflure him that fuch preemp- 
tion and felf- confidence are no recommendation to 
me either of his character or fentiments. 

2. Was it prudent, when he was pleading a pub- 
lic caufe, to fpeak in fuch opprobrious terms of a* 

doctrine 

* Common $en/e 9 fiage i *. Bradford s edition*. 
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The falutary nature, and fan&ifying influence of 
affliction in general, is often taken notice of in 
fcripture, both as making part of the purpofe of 
God, and the experience of his faints. l Now, no 

* affli&ion/ fays the apoftle, ' for the prefent 
c feemeth to be joyous, but grievous : Neverthe- 
*' Ids afterward it yieldeth the peacable fruit of 
c righteoufhefs unto them which are exercifed 

* thereby/ But what we are particularly led to 
obferve by the fubjeft of this difcourfe is, that the 

03, ' wrath, 

do&rine, which he knew, or ought to have known, ~ 
was believed and profeffed by, I fuppofe, a great 
majority of very different denominations ? Is this— 
gentleman ignorant of human nature, as well as an > 
enemy to the Christian faith ? Are men fo little te- 
nacious of their religious fentiments, whether true 
or falfe ? The prophet thought otherwife, who • 
faid, ' Hath a nation changed their gods which yet 

* are no gods^' Was it the way to obtain the fa- 
vour of the. public, to defpife what they hold fa- 
cred ? Or (hall we fuppofe this autfeor fo aftonifh- 
ingly ignorant, sis to think. that all men now, whofe 
favour is worth afking, have given up the do£trine - 
of the New-Te-ftament ? If he does, he is greatly 
mi ftak en. 

3. In fine, I a&, where was thejuftice of this* 
proceeding ? Is/ there fo little to be faid for the 
doftrine of original (in, that it is not to be refuted, 
but defpifed.? Is the date of the' world fuch, as to 
render this doftrine not only falfe, but incredible ? 
Has the fruit been of fuch a quality as to exclude 
all doubts. of the goodnefs of the tree ? — On the 
contrary, I cannot help being of opinion, tint fuch 

hit*. 
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wrath of man, or the violence of the opprefioiv 
praifeth God in this refpe&, that it has a peculiar 
tendency to alarm the fecure confcience, to con* 
vince and humble the obftinate {inner. This is 
plain from the nature of the thing, and from the 
teftimonyof experience. Public calamity, par- 
ticularly the deftroying fword, is fo awful that it 
cannot but have a powerful influence in leading 
men, to confider the prefence and the power of 
God. It threatens them not only in themfelves, 
hut touches them in all that is dear to them, 
whether relations or poffeffions. The prophet 
Ifaiah fays, *Yea, in the way of thy judgments, 
€ O Lord, have we waited for thee,— —for when 
' thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 

* of the world will learn righteoufnefs.' He con- 
jiders it as the mod powerful mean of alarming 
the fecure, and fubduing the obftinate. ' Lord, 

* when thy hand is lifted up, they will not fee, 

* but they fhaH fee and be afhamed for their envy 

* at the people ; yea, the fire of thine enemies 
1 {hall devour them/ It isalfo fometimes repre- 
fented as a fyr^ptom of a hopelefs and irrecovera- 
ble ftate, wb^n public judgments have no efleft. 
Thus fays the prophet Jeremiah, * O Lord, are 

not 

las been the vifible ftate of the world in every age 
as cannot be accounted for on any other principles, 
than what we learn from the word of God, that 
4 the imagination of the heart of man is only evil 
1 from his youth and that continually,' Gen, vi. $. 
jr-viii. 2i • 
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* not thine eyes upon the truth ? thou haft ftrick- 

* en them, but they have not grieved ; thou haft 
c confumed them, but they have refufed to re- 
c ceive corre&ion : They have made their faces 

* harder than a rock, they have refufed to return.', 
We can eafily fee inthehiftorytif the children of 
Ifrael* how fevere ftrokes brought them to fufo- 
miffion and penitence; 'When he flew them, - 

* then they fought him ; and they returned and 
' enquired early after God ; and they remember*- 

* ed that God was their rock, and the high God 
4 their redeemer/ Both nations in general, and 
private perfons are apt to grow remifc and lax in 
a time of profperity and feeming fecurity*. but 
when their earthly eomfoits are endangered or 
withdrawn, it lays them under a kind of neceffity 
to feek for fomething better in their place. Men 
mufthave comfort from one quarter or another. 
When eanhly things are in a pleafing and pro- 
mtfing condition, too many are apt to find their 
reft> and be fatisfied with them as their only .por- 
tion. Biit when the vanity and paffing nature of 
all created comfort is discovered, they are compel- 
led to look for Something more durable as well as 
valuable. Whtf therefore, can be more to the 
praiie of God, than that , when a whole people 
have forgotten their refting place, when they 
have abufed their privileges, and defpifed their 
mercies, they mould, by diftrefe and fuflfering, 
be made to hearken to the rod and return to 

4heir duty ? 

There 
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There is an inexpreffible depth and variety Mb 
the judgments of God, as in all his other works ;. 
but we may lay down this as a certain principle, 
that if there were ho fin, there could be no fu£* 
fering. Therefore they are certainly for the cor- 
rec~Kori of fin, or for the trial, illuftration, and 
perfecting of vthe grace and virtue of his own 
people. We are not to fuppofe, thatthofe who- 
fttffer moft or who fuller fooneft, are therefore 
more criminal than others. Our Saviour him- 
felf thought it neceffary to give a caution againft 
this rafh conclufion, as we are informed by the 
evangelift Luke ; * There were prefent at that 

* feafon, fome that told hhn of the Galileans, 
c whole blood Pilate had mingled with their fa- 
1 crifices.x Andjefusanlwering, faid unto them, 

* Suppofe ye that thefe Galileans were finnersa- 

* bove all the Galileans, becaufe they fullered 
1 fuch things ? I tell you, nay ; but except ye re- 

* pent, ye mall all Hkewife perifh.' I fuppofe we 
may fay, with fufficient warrant, that it often, 
happens, that thole for whom- God hath defigns. 
of the greateft mercy, are firft brought to the tri- «> 
al, that they may enjoy, in due time, the famtary 
effect of the unpalatable medicine. 

I muft alfo take leave to obferve, and I hope 
no pious humble fufferer will be unwilling to 
make the application, that there is often a difcer- 
nible mixture of fovereignty and righteoulhels in 
providential difpenfations. It is the prerogative 
©f God to do what he will with his own j but he 

oftea . 
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often difplays his juftice itielf, by throwing into 
the furnace thofe, who, though they may not be 
viiibly worfe than others, may yet have more to 
anlwer for, as having been favoured with more 
diftinguifhed privileges, both civil and facred* 
It is impoffible for us to make a juft and full 
cemparifon of the character either of perfons or 
nations, and it would be extremely foolifh for 
any to attempt it, either for increafing their own 
fecurity, or impeaching the juftice of the Su- 
preme Ruler. Let us therefore neither forget 
the truth, nor go beyond it. i His mercy fills 
1 the earth.' He is alfo * known by the judg- 
• ment which he executed*.' The wrath of man 
in its moft tempeftuous rage, fulfils his will, and 
finally promotes the good of his chofen. 

-3. The wrath of man praifeth God, as he 
fets bounds to it, or reftrains it by his providence, 
and fometimes makes it evidently a mean of pro- 
moting and illuftrating his glory. 

There is no part of divine providence in which 
a greater beauty and majefty appears, than whqji 
the Almightjr Ruler turns the counfels of wicked 
men into confefion, and makes them militate a~ 
gainft themfelves. If the Pfalmift may be thought 
to have had a view in this text to the truths il- 
luftrated in the two former obfervations, there is 
no doubt at all that he had a particular view to 
this, as he fays in the latter part of the verfe^ 
* the remainder of wrath malt thou reftrain.* 
The fcripture abounds with inftances, in which 

the 
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the defigns of oppreflbrs were either wholly dtfap- 
pointed, or in execution fell far fhort of the ma- 
lice of their intention \ and an fomc they turned 
out to the honour and happinefe of the perfons 
or the people, whom they were intended to de-' 
ftroy. Wd have an inftance of the firft of thefe 
in the hiftory to which my text relates *. We 
have alfo an inftance in Efther, in which the 
moft mifchievous defigns of Haman* the Son of 
Hamedatha the Agagite, againft Mordecai the 
Jew, and the nation from which he fprung, tur* 
ned out at laft to. his own cleftruction, the ho-' 
nour of Mordecai, and the falvation and peace of 
his people. 

From the New Teftament I will make choice 
of that memorable event on which the falvatioa 
of believers in every age refts as its foundation, 
the death and fufferings of the Son of God. 
This the great adverfary, and all his agents and- 
inftruments, profecuted with unrelenting rage* 
When they had blackened him with ilander, 
when th^y had fcourged him with fhame, when 
they had condemned him in judgment, and nailed 
kim to the crofs, how cQuid they kelp efteeming 
their vi&ory complete i. But, oh the unsearcha- 
ble wifdom of God ! they were but perfecTing 
the great deiign laid for the falvation of finners. 
Our blefled Redeemer, by his death, finifhed his 

work* 

* 

* The matter is fully ftated and reafoned upoa 
by the prophet Ifaiah, chap, x. from the Jth to the 
19 th verfe* 
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•■work, overcame principalities and powers, and 
made a fhew of them openly, triumphing over 
them in his crofs. With how much juftice do 
the apoftles and their company offer this doxblo- 
gy to God ? 'They lift up their voice with one 

* accprd and faid, Lord, thou art God which haft 

* made heaven and earth, and the fea, and all 
€ that in them is : who by the mouth of thy 

* fervant David haft faid, Why did the heathen 
.* rage, and the people imagine vain things ? The 
' kings of the earth flood up, and the rulers 
s were gathered together againft the Lord, and a- 

* gainft his' Chf ift. For of a truth, againft thy 
c holy child Jefus, whom thou haft anointed, 

* both Herod and Pontius Pilate } with the Gen- 
*" tiles, and the people of Ifrael, were gathered 

* together, for to do whatfoever thy hand and 
c thy counfel determined before to be done.' 

In air after ages in conformity to this, the 
deepeft laid contrivances of the prince of dark- 
nefs, have turned out to the confufion of their au- 
thor ; and I know not but, conftdering his malice 
and pride, this perpetual difappointment, and the 
fuperiority of divine wifdom, may be one great 
fource of his ftiffering and torment. The crofs 
hath ftill been the banner of truth, under which 
it hath been carried through the world. Perfec- 
tion has been but as the furnace to the gold, to 
purge it of its drofs, to manifeft its purity, and 
- increafe its luftre. It was taken notice of very 
early, that the blood of the martyrs was the feed 

iof 
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of Chriftianity ; the more abundantly it was Act 
the more plentifully did- the harvenV grow. 

So certain has this appeared, that 'the moft 
violent infidels, both of* ear>f Aid of later* atgeS, 
have endeavoured tdaccbunt for it, Jind 'hare* ot> 
ferved, thit there is a fpiHt* of obftinfccy in man, 
which inclines him to reiift violence, and that 
feverity doth but increaft opposition, be the 
caufe what it will. " They fiippofe that perfecuti* 
on is equally proper to propagate truth and er- 
ror. This, though in part true, wiB by n& means 
generally hold. Such an apprehentton, however, 
gave occasion to a glorious' triumph of divine pro* 
vidence, of an oppofite kind, which I muft Short- 
ly relate* to you. One of the Roman emperors, 
Julian, furnamed the apoftate, perceiving how 
impoffible it was to fupprefs the gofpel by vio- 
lence, endeavoured to extinguish it b£ neglect and 
fcorn. He left the Chriftians unmolefted for 
fome time, but gave all manner of encouragement 
to thofe of oppofite principles, and particularly to 
the Jews, out of hatred to the Chriftians - 9 and 
that he might bring public difgrace upon the Ga- 
lileans, as he affected to ftile them, he eti'couraged 
the Jews to rebuild the temple 'of Jerusalem, and 
vifibly refute the prophecy of Chrift, that it Should 
lye under perpetual defolation. . But this pro- 
fane attempt was So Signally fruftratedj that it 
ferved as much as any one circumftance to fpread 
the glory of our Redeemer, and eftabHSh the 
faith of his faints. It is affirmed by fome ancient 

autfcors 
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authors, particularly by Afftmianus Marcellinus, 
a heathen hiftorian, that fire came out of th& 
earth and confumedthe workmen when laying 
the foundation. But in whatever way it was pre* 
vented, it is beyond all controverfy, from the con- 
curring teftknony of Heathens and Chriftians, 
that little or noprogrefc was ever made in it, and 
that in a fliort time, it was entirely defeated. 

It is p ro p er here to obferve, that at the tim6 
of the Reformation, when religion began to re* 
viye, nothing contributed more to facilitate its 
reception, ami increafe its progrefs, than the 
violence of its perfecutors. Their cruelty, and 
the patience of the fufferers, naturally difpofed 
men to examine and weigh the caufe to which 
they adhered with fo much conftancy and refo- 
iutian. At the fame time alfo, when they were 
vperfecuted in one city they fled to another, and 
carried the difcoveries of Popifh fraud to every 
part of the world. It was by fome of thofe who 
♦were perfecfuted in Germany, that the light of 
the reformation was brought fo early into Bri- 
tain* 

The power of divine providence appears with 
the moft dHtmguiihed hiftre, when finall and 
mconfiderable circumftances, and fometimes, the 
Weather and feafons have defeated the moft for- 
midable armaments, and fruftrated the beft con- 
certed expeditions. Near two hundred years a- 
go, the monarchy tiff Spain was hi the height of 
its powe? alid glory, and determined to crufh the. 

P interc^ 
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of the refcmafcion. They fent oat a 
powerful armament againft Britain, giving it of- 
tentatioufly, and in my opinion profanejy, the 
name of tjhelnvinohle Ariootada, But it ptcafed 
God fo entirely to , difcomfit it- by tcmpcfts, that 
a fmall part of it returned home, thought no 
Sritifh force had been oppofed {oitat alb. 

We hare a remarkable . inftance of vthe ktflw* 
ence of fmall oroutfftances in prtandeace rathe 
JEngUfb hiftory. The tare* mofr xemarkablc peiv 
ions in the civil wars, had earneftly denrcd to 
withdraw themfelves from the contentions of the 
times, Mr Hampden a«d Oliver Cbomwejl^ Tkey 
ha4 a&ually taken .their paifcgc.in. a^fhip ihr. 
New-England, when , by. an arhitary order of 
.council they were compelled to jremain at home* 
The confequence of this was, that one of them 
was the foul of the republican oppoiition to 
monarchical ufurpation during the civil wars; 
and the other, in the onturfe of that conteft, was 
the greateft ^flrienentiin bringing ihe tyrant to 
.the block. .. -.-jAx. 

The only other hHbxacatagai&rk I am to make 
is, that the violent perfetution which many emi- 
nent Chriftians met with in England from their 
.brethren, who called Uiemfehres Protectants, 
.drove them in. great numbers to a diftant part of 
.the world, where the, light oJf the gofpel and 
true religion were unknown* Some: of the A- 
merican fettlements, particularly thofe in New- 
JBngland, were chiefly made by them 5 and as 

thejr 
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they carried the knowledge of Chrift tdthfe dark 
places of the earth, fo they cottti&at tbenWervea 
in as great ^'degree of purity af faiths and ftrift*- 
ftefe of practice, c* rather a* greater*- than is to be 
found inaoj prdteftsmt • church ndw in the 
world < Doos not the wrath of man irt this* in- 
ftance praife God ? W#s not the' accufer of the 
brethren, who ftimedup their ^wcmieS) thus taken 
in his own craftirie&j an* his kingdom fhaken 
by the very means which he employed to eftab- 
lifhitf. ' - » m* ■ ' ' 
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II, I proceed now to the fecond general he^d, 
which was to apply the : principles illuftrated '"#- 
hove to our prefent firoation, byitfftrfferences of 
truth for your inftru&hwir: and ^Omjbrt; and by 
fukable exhortations to duty* in>«his important 
crifis. Andy -• • ^"'^ - : " !{ 

In the Brft ^fecx,* i^wotiM tafeethrfcfqjOTtmt'- 
ty on this occasion, and fitfim •thte*-fubjec"t J ta 
prefs every* hearer t& at fincere £cffifc&n »for his 
own foul's falvation. There are times when the 
mind may be expected twhe more aW&ke to di- 

\ . (v .P-a • • ' * - < vine 

f Left this (houl4 be thought a tem^orifing com- 
pliment to the people 01 New-Englan4j who have 
been the firft- fufFerers in the preferit conteft, arid 
have fet fo noble afti exstaple of invincible fortitude 
in withstanding the violence iof ojypreflioff, I think 
it proper to pbferve, that tfie whole paragraph is 
copied from a fermon on Pialra. lxxiv. 22. pre oared 
and preached in Scotland, in the month of Au guft> 
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fine truth*, aftdtke confidence m«t offet ta the 

arrows cf eaamQfron than at others. A Jeafcn 
of public judgment is of this kind* as appears 
from what has been already faid. Hut cnriefity 
and attention at leaft are raifed, in fomf degree, 
is plain from the unofiiaL throng of this a&anbry. 
Can ycftt have a clearer •vita* of the ftfAdDefs of 

" yodr nature^ thawwhen the rod c£ "the opprcifcr 
rstirtod upland when you fee risen putting on 
the habit of the warrior, and coUe£ting on every 
hand the weapons of hnftility and inftruments of 
death ? I do not blame your ardonr in preparing 
for the reibiote defence of your fccrAporal rights. 

.But tonfiderj J befeech -yen* the in*f infinite 
importance of the fifoation-of jemr fouls* fejt 
trf>*nwch?inoment whether yon afctdTaur children 
flialthcrich'orrpooiv attfibertjror in hpfwkJ is 

rit jof muchittowient whether this beautiful comity 

-^It'fflbcnfow^fraftfufeofe fretR y&? to ye«r> 

^feeirig ciehi v^wd by f^ive T^uftryy and pofie&d 
hy thdependeift freamen, or the fcanty produce 
rSthe neglected fields lhall be eaten tip by hung- 

- rv pabiicahs, tthfte the'timid* owner trembles at 
*tfoe tax-gatherfcr'sf approach .* And is it of iefstiKH 

"n\ent iny brethren, whether yon fhatt be the 
heirs of glory, of the heirs bf heii i fs yoar ftate 
on earth for a few fleeting years of fo much mb- 
tiienti And is it^f tefs-m»mentj what fliall be 
yowftate through <mdltf<Bges? Have yoir at 
fembted together witlhigty to hear what fhafl be 
faid on public affairs, and to Join in imploring 

the 
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t&e biffing of God on the councils and arms of 
the United Colonies ? And can 70m be unconcern* 
ed, what fhall become of you for ever, when all 
tile monuments of human gneatnefs fhall be laid 
m afhcs? For, < the earth itfelf and all the 
■* works that are therein fhall be burnt upw' - • 

* Whetrefore* my beloved hearers, as the mini- 
ftryof reconciliation is committed, to me, I be- 
fee^h you inihe moft ©arneft manner, to attend 
to^thotirings that belong to your peace, before 
t tbey^are hid from your eyes.* How foon, and 
in what manner a feal fhall be fet upon the cha- 
racter and ftate of every per fon here prefent, it 
w: impoffible to know j -far he' .who only can 
blow does not thmk proper to reveal it. But 
you may reft affiured, that* there is no time *nore 
4uiuUe, and that there is none fo fafe as that, 
which is prefent, fince it is wholly uncertain' 
whether any other fliaU be yours. - Thofe who> 
fhall fir ft fall in battle* have not many- more 
warnings to receive* These ate feme few daring, 
-and hardened finners who defpife eternity* itfelf, 
and firt their maker < at ^defiance- * but the far 
greater number, by {laving off their convictions 
to a. more convenient feafon, have been taken 
unprepared, and thus- eternally loft* I would 
therefore earneftly preft th£apo&e ? s exhortation, 
c We then* a» workers- together with him, be- 

* feeqh yoi*alfo, thafr ye. receive not the grace of 

* God in vain :: for he faith, I have heard thee 

* j&atime accepted,, and in the &? of falvation 

. . P 3 f • have- 
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* Jjave I faccoitred thees Behold, now is theac- 
.f cepted timet behokk now is the day of fctew 

* tion.' 

Suffer me t* befeeeh you, *c aathor to give 
you warning *ot to reft fa&fied with ninrm of 
godlii^^i^iag tto power 4thum»t There can 
.be no true religion, tilL there be a cb&crrery of 
your left fate by mftare and pra&ice* aed Mkim- 
feigned acceptance -of Chrifr jefiis»ja*hfi is of- 
fered itfrthagelpel. Unhappy they-vdnr either 
dcipife h*s aercyv «r are aftwmedof hjs xrofe * 
J£elie*e it* f them is no iaivaitoa in any other. 
4 There is A* other aaase under heaven given 

* among nagaby vrhkfcwe:«ift: be fared.' Un- 
kftyo« a*e *mitod*o hao by a kadjp faith* not 
the refentsaenc of a haughty smutch, tat the 
iwrd of divine juftice haqg* wer yea* and the 
fctacfe ©f dmoe vengeance ihatt Speedily «w- 
.tahe yon. I. do not fpeak thi* only to the 
fee^waa-daring profligate^ or gravelling fenfiattft, 
but tea ewry htfanfiUe ftcure finner j t»»tt thsfe 
however decent an&oiderty mtheiaeiml deport* 
avnti who live to thenfehrtt, and have their 
part and portion in this life ; in £nr> t» itt vrfao 
*reyetipa ft*te of nature, for 'except a man be 

* boan again, he ecomot fee the kmgdam of 
< God>- The fear of man may nake you hide 
.yejor profw*rty * prudence and experience may 
make yw abhor ia tem pqrarae a*di rkt; » yon 
advance m Kfe, one vice may {upfimt another 
and hold: its. place; tart aotfaiog k& tbao*.thk 

fovereig© 
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Jbvefce%n grace of God can produce a feeing 
change of heart and temper, or fit you for bis 
immediate pretence. > 

su From what has been {aid upon thta Jfabjec% 
y^irmay feewhat .ground there fe to give- prfctfe 
to God For his? fawurs already beftowed on us, 
sdpo&aftg the pubiHtf caufe.*; It would be a cri- 
minal inattention not to obferve the ;fi**gufctf in- 
tefpo&kn . of premdtace hitherto, in behalf of 
-the Aaericpn colonies: It is, however, impoffible 
for me? in afmgtachfoonrfe, as- well as improper 
at this thac? to>g* trhrbngh every ftep of our paft 
tramfaftiamd} :I tmuft r. therefore o^ntent ttiyfelf 
with a> few remarks .How irtatty difeoveries 
ba*e been, snade «f tbe defigfts of enemies in 
Britain aiul among oinfiphnes, in a maimer as un- 
expected tons a»*o;tkrin, and hi fnth feafon as 
• to prevent their efibft ? Wh« fcrpriftfcg ftieeefs 
has attended our efiGttcjntcfcsy iaakao&'every-ia- 
4ance £ . Has not th* boafte 1 difeiplirw fef regafar 
*nd veteran foldier* beta ttttnedt into con&fion 
and difinay before the new and iwbdett courage 
•I" free nfce% in defence of thew property and 
bright? In wha* gsetf< mercy fear tiood been 
ipared mtbev&fe *& this inured Gotmtry ? Some 
ioipartapt *i&&im ifc the Jbatferhove -been gained 
trieh ib Hafe lofc, that enemies wiM probably 
«tUsikit. ha* been diflemhltod j a* many, even? of 
mnfiri h u a * thought, tititime rendered h undeniafefc 
rBnbthefewere comparatively of fmall moment. 
The: fignal ad^mage,^ httte: gained by the 

evacuation 
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evacuation of Bofton, the Shameful flight of the 
army and navy of Britain, was brought about 
without the lofs of a man. To all this we may 
add, that the counfels of our enemies have bee& 
visibly confounded, fo that I believe I may fay 
with truth, that there is hardly any ftep which 
they havetaken, but it has operated ftrongry a- 
gainft themfelves, and been more in our favour 
than if they bad followed a contrary courfe* 

While wc give praifc to God the fupreme dtf- 

pofer of all events, for his interposition in our 

behalf, let us guard agamft the dangerous error 

of trufting in, or boafitng of an arm of fieih» I 

could earncftly wiih, that while our arms are 

crowned with fuccefe* we might content our- 

felves with a modeft afcriptkm of it to the power 

of the higheft. It has given me a great uneafr* 

,nefs to read fome oftentattous, vaunting expref- 

ik>ns in our news papers, though happily, 1 think, 

much reftraintfd of late. Let us not return to 

them again* if I am not miftakeh, not only the 

holy fcriptures in general, and the truths of 

the glorious gofpel ift particular, but the whole 

courfe of .providence, feems intended to.abafe the- 

'pride of man, and lay the rain-gtawowi in the 

jduft. How many tnftances; doe* hiftory finmiih 

•us with of thofe .who, srfter eaulting over, and 

.deipiflng their enemies, were fignaHy and ihamo- 

fyi&f defeated* ? The truth is, I believe, the' 

remark 

* There is po-ftory better known in JBritifh hit 

tctry 
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asmask may he applied uniwtfaUy, and we nay 
iayv that through the whole frame <rf nature) and 
the whoiei i^ftem of human life, that which 
promifesmeft, performs, the leaft^ The flowers 
of fineft cokmr fdktem have the ftreeteft frag* 
rancer. Theorems of quicfeeft growth or faireft 
fomxj are feidom of the gifeateft value op dura*. 
«k*iiJ D*ep waters move with leaft noik* Men 
who thkrts moft *re foldon* talkative. And 1 
think it 1 hold* a$ m&ch in war*s in* any thing, 
that -every boa#er is a eowtfrd. 

Pardon *ne, my brethf ^n y for infiftmg fo 
much <*pto thif which snay foim but an immate- 
rial circumftame, '' It mixk^ my $p*»ion of very 
great irnkuent; IlOok'upOtt ofttntation and can* 
fidence tso be a fert ^f outrdge upon providence, 
a*d when- ft be«*ne& general; and in&fes itfdf 
into thefptfit of a pedffte, if -is a foteruimerofda* 
ftruaio»i Ba* dod Gafctth the champion* 
armed m a ttiofa ferhuda&e manner, exprefs his 
<*ftfcm of Dav^l the ftfipplihgW^h hfe fling and 
his*ftone ? 'Arid wh<*ri the Phil^ftine looked a- 

* botitatid'&w David, he difihuned him: for he 
« was- but a youth, and' rtfddjfl ami ^f a fair 
> coKnt^naftce* And >th£ Fhffifttoe ftid wrto 

* IX#id, Anil a dog, that thou comeft unto me 
* wkh ftavts * Aftd tile Philtftine curfed Da*id 

• ;.-:..• •* '\ -. 1). ~ *< fey 
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Jory^tban that the officers of the French army, the 
night preceeding the battle of Agincourt, played 
art dice for EnglHh prtfohers ttefbre they took them, 
and the next day were taken by them*. 
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* by his gods •, and the Philiftine faid to David, 

* Come to me and I will give thy flefh unto the. 
€ fowls of the air, and to the beafts of the field/ 
But how juft and modeft the reply ! l Then faid 
4 David to the Philiftine, thou comeft to me "with 
f afword, and with a fpear, and with a fhield •, 
c but I come urito t&ee in the name of the Lord 
w of hofts,the God of the armies of Ifrael, whom 
f thou haft defied,' I was well pleafed with a 
remark of this kind, thirty years ago, in a pamph- 
let, in which it was obferved, that there was a 
great deal of profane oftentation in the names 
given to ffiips of war, as the Victory, the Valiant, 
the Thunderer, the Dreadnought, the Terrible, 
the Fire-brand, the Furnace, the Lightning, the 
Infernal, and many more of the fame kind. This 
the author confidered as a fymptoni of the nation- 
al character and manners, very unfavourable, and 
not likely to obtain the bleffing of the God of 
Heaven J. 

3. From 

X I am fenfible that one or two of thefe were 
Alps taken from the French, which brought their 
names with them. But the greateft number had 
their names tmpofed in England j and I cannot 
help obferving, that the victory often celebrated 
as the fined (hip ever built in Britain, was loft in 
the ryght without a ftorm, by fome unknown ac- 
cident, and about twelve hundred perlons, many 
of them of the firft families in the nation, were 
buried with it in the deep. I do not mean to infer 
anything from this, but, that we -ought to live 

onager 
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3. From w^at has been faid you may learn* 
what encouragement you have to put your truft 
in God, and hope for his ailiftance in the prefent 
important conflict. He is the ,Lord of hofts, 
great in might, and ftrong in battle. Whoever 
hath his countenance and approbation, fhall have 
the beft at laft. I do not mean to fpeak pro- 
phetically, but agreeable to the analogy of faith, 
and the principles of God's moral government* 
Some have obferved, that true religion, and, in 
her train, dominion, riches, literature, and arts, 
have taken their courfe in a flow and gradual 
manner, from eaft to weft fince the earth was 
fettled after the flood, and from i thence forbode 
the future glory of America. I leave this as a 
matter rather of conje&ure than certainty ; but 
obferve, that if your caufe is juft,— -if your prin- 
ciples are pure,— and if your conduct is pruclejitj 
you ' need not fear the multitude of oppofing 
hofts. 

If your taufe is juft— you may look with con- 
fidence to the Lord, and intreat him to plead it 
as his own. You are all my witnefles, that this 
is the firft time of my introducing any political 
iubjeft into the pulpit. At this feafon, however, 

it 

under the practical perfuafion of what no man will 
do&rinally deny, that tjierejs no warxing with the 
elements, or with him who dire^&s their force*, that h© . 
is able to write difappointment on (he $?tferVhumam 
fchemes, and by the word of hi* power to fruftrate 
the efforts of the greateft monarch upon earth. 
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it ts not dtoiy IaWful *tit rf***flary * and * wilMfcg* 
I7 embrace th^ ^pbr&nky ^dfedflrlnfc toy <*i 
pinion Without "any !idfca*nh>, that the manfe 
hi whick AmMca is rtbWtn artffci fcfh* draft o£ 
juflice, Of liberty; a&d tff Huifaaff feiftfirtf Softy 
as wc ttovt Httierto 1 pro<^dt^l, 1 •*»; fttjsfidd 
that the Cdnfcderacy of thfc cktottittfcliaS ttet been 
the eflfeftdf prfd*, reKMMftt, of'&Wiih, Mt 
of a deep and general rotitfCtifoi* tfttfe dft* f civil 
and rcligioirt liberties, send corrf&futtitty In a 
great meafurt the tetfrpota! *ntf Eternal ^piwefc 
of us and our ^(h^ry depended" i>rt' *ig iffiae* 
The fcnoWledge of God and hiOrtfh* h* from 
die begimiing of thfc World been ohidSy , if itdt 
entirely confined tb iheft parti of Ae earth, 
where fome degree x>{ liberty afcd political jtxftkie 
Were tQ be feen, and great Were the difficulties 
With which they had tb ftruggte titom? Ae i*h* 
perfe&ion of hurftan focfety, and tlte tmjuft de- 
cifions of ufurped authority. There b not a 
tingle iriftance in hiftory in whfch civft liberty 
was loft, and rdSgious liferry preferred &ititfe. 
If therefore we yield up bur temporal property, 
we at the fente time defiver the cotrfcieiice into 
bondage. ^ . * 

You fhall not, my "brethren, htfar from mean 
the pulpit, what you have never heard frotn cne 
in converfatibn % I mean, railin£ at the klng-p*** 
fonally, Or even his mtniftbfs and the parliament, 
andpecyple of Britain as (o many barbaroms fa- 
vages. Many 6( their action* hate probably 
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Seen worfe than their intentions. That they 
Should defire unlimited dominion, if they can 
obtain ©r preferve it, isjiqither new nor wonder- 
ful. I do not refufe fubmiffion to their unjuft 
claims, becaufe they are corrupt pr profligate, alV 
though probably many o£ them are fo 5 but bc-^ 
caufe they are men i and therefore liable to all 
the felfifc bias inseparable from human nature. 
1 call *his claim unjuft of making laws to bind us 
hi all cafes whatfoevcr, becaufe they are feparated 
firom us** independent of us, anc^ have an intereft 
in opptifing us. Would any man who could pre- v 
Vent it, give up his eftate, perfon, and family, 
<to the dsfpofal of his- neighbour, although he had 
liberty to chufe the wifeft and the beft mafter ? 
Surely not. This is the true and proper hinge 
•of the controverfy between Great-Britain and 
America.- fe is- however to be added, that fuch 
is their diftance from as, that a wife and prudent 
adtnirri fixation of our affairs is as impoflible as the 
claim of authority is unjuft. Such is and muft 
fee their ignorance of the ftate of things here, 
fo much time 4nuft elapfe before an error can be 
feen and remedied, and fo : much injuftice and 
partiality muft be expected from the arts and mi£» 
reprefentation of interefted perfons, that for 
thefe colonies to depend wholly upon the legifla- 
*ure of Great-Britain, would be like many other 
*>gpreffive connexions-, injury to the mafter, and 
ruin to the flave. 

The management of the war itfelf on their 

Q^ part, 
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part, wofcld fufcnifli rtew : proof of this, f F T any 
wefe needflih Is it 1 not manifeff ; with what* ab* 
Airdity * and impropriety the^ hbve conducted 
their own deTigri* ? We had. norfnn£ fd iiiuch to 
fear' as '43fenfion ; and the^'Kaye, by. Canton 
and uiinediflary ctuclty, forced us into union: 
At ihe fttrie ximt tb let *srf fce f: what we IftVeto 
expect, and what would be the fatal tot&qacxtce 
of unlimited flibmifflotii;' tHcy hafrt ' umformly cal- 
led thofe afts Lenitf, which filled this wl&Ie* con- 
tinent with refdntihent autf Jiorroh The innef- 
v fable difdain etfprefled by cw fellow Object, m 
faying,- u -^feat he would' not hearken to Ameri- 
,ca, till fhe was at his .feet," has armed more men, 
and infpired more deadly rage, than could have 
beeri done by laying wafte a whole province with 
fire and fwonj. Again,' we wanted not numbers, 
but .time 1 ; $nd theyient over handful after hand- 
ful till we twei'e ready to oppdfe a multitude great- 
er than lh:ey have jtoftnd. In fine, if there was 
one place ftronger thatf the reft, .and more able 
*" and willing to refift, there they made the attack, 
and left ihe others til! they were duly informed, 
completely infenfed, and fulljjfiirnifhed with 
every mftrument of wai> 

Imefttiori thefe things, my brethren, not only 
.as gwritodedX comSdeticg hi God, who can eafily 
overthrow the wifd6ni of 3he : wife; but ds decifive 
proofs of the impoffioiHty "of thefe great and 
growing ftates, being fafe and happy when every 
part of their internal polity is dependent on Great 

Britain. 
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IJrirain. U 7 on account of* r their, *diftaAC$, and 
ignorance p£ puf ^tjaatip% r fbpj;cou^.nQt con* 
dn& tkeir 0^p.^qq4i^el^wj^ gropri^tyv for one 
year, hpwsan; they, g}yp c^pffion and vigour to 
$yery 4 e P a f t ^^ 1 °£ GIF civil cqnftitutions (torn 
age, to ag^ ? There, are daace4 bounds to every 
humaijj thing* f ]^hi?$ ^^a^cU^sqf a.tree grow 
very la^^-.a^wqlghi;^ ftl^ v fall' pflf from th* 
trunk». r , Ttic ^arpj2it^or<^wll : nQt pierce when 
it canopt.r^ach* i, JVpdttliere is a certain diftance 
fromtheftat of, govern meat,, wjierc^ an attempt 
N to rule wi# eitbe^prpducf tyranny and belplefa 
fubje&ion, jQr^prQfok^ reffiiancc* and effect a ie- 
paratioru „ .. , .. # rr «" '...., : , 1 v •• v 

I have .feid, if y<UF*pf|i>ciple$,.ai5e fpare^^-Thc 
meaning of thb*is^ 7 if,y^,,prBf^nt spoilt ion to 
the claims pf the Britifo miniftry dp^nqt arife, 
&om a feditions and turbulent /phrit, or a wanton 
Contempt: of legal authority; frorp a blind and 
factious attachment to partjovdaf. parfbijs or pari- 
ties ; or from a felfyh rapac^n^difpofition, and 
a defire tcr turn public confufioj* to private pro 
fit— bntfcqm a concern for the intereffe of your 
country,, ax*d Jflie- iafety of yourfdves ,aud your 
pofterity; On this fubje&I canpot help obferv- 
ing, that though, ft ifloukkba a miracle if there 
wpre not many felfeflvp^rfon&amon^us^ and dis- 
coveries now and then made^f mean and interes- 
ted tranfaftions, <yet> they have been, comparative- 
ly inconfiderable both in number and effect. In 
general, jthere has been fogneat a<dtgree *£ pub* 

Q_2 • lie 
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lie fpiiitj' that we &a*a ^tftech : ittore fcfcafan to be 
thank&l forks- 'vigour : afc^ ifreStetence* than to 
vrotutet* at the few appeiraJM&s df> dfeflkmefiy or 
dtfafft&teKU It TOfciUl i'be very* «ittcand*d to af- 
cribe the tjtiiverfal andteur 'that '-has prevailed 4~ 
lnong alltsmfcs of m&tty and the (picked eaBertion* 
in the ttioft>Mftant>*o!^ni@ste^iiythShg elfe than 
public fpirfc. x Ndrwas ther#Ster fi jterhap£ in M£- 
iory fo general a cOftft&otiori^ fteihf Whitti religi- 
ous differences- have-'fefesti' fo entSrd^ ^ €*«fcd^.. 
Nothing rfthfe kind- has as £et( fefceii hea&d*. ex- 
cept of late in the abford,' bfet Efcaliciofes and de~ 
teftable atteinpts of ote* fewre*s*ahiing enettries to 
introduce them* At tile fame timelmuft alfo^- 
for the honour of thfe -e>dun^ry obftnre, that 
though goverratn^nt in the ^ftcient^fonns has-been 
~4b long unhinged, artd in folate colonies not faf^ 
iieien* care taken *o-fubftkute another in its 
place;* yc* has -there >beeii, ; by cpminen confent*, 
^< much ^greater degree- of order and public peace, 
$hah men of reflexion and experience foretold or 
esepeftedw from all thefe circuinftances I con^ 
xkade favourably ©f the principles of the fHemjs 
of liberty, and do earneftly exhort <yoi* to adopt 
and act tapon thefe which have beefo defcribed,, 
a*id refiftfhe infbericfe of every' btheik 

Once more $ y if to the juftke of you* caufe, and 
-thfe purity of your principles you add prudence ia 
your condwcl:, «thfere will be the grcAteft teafc*! to- 
hope, by the ;bleffi«g of God, for prosperity and* 
fuccefs. By prudence m comhiftingthis impor- 
tant 
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t*nfc firuggje^hpve qhieflyu* view;iinien, firm*- 
nei% - and patience* E#ery .body jnuft perceive 

. the abfolute neceiSty of union* It is indeed in 
every hodyfc qaputh, and therefore, infisadof at> 
tempting- tp *e0nyif$ce\.you> of it* impojtfanoe, I 
will only tca»ti$n*y9ifc. again& the «fual taufes of 
4itfifion» <M peirfpw ^qf j^yery. > rank,, ihftead of 
implicitly, complying >W!th the /Order* -of- thofe 
wfconi ,i]tofyr tkejafejve^ J*ave, ^hofen*. to di*e&, , 
willjaeeds judge evety meafure over.- again, when 
it comes to be- put ifi± execution : if different 
claffes of^eh'intenrtix* tbehr Iktle private views, 
« claftting int&wfk.mth f*ablic affairs, and mar* 
ihal into parties,, the merchant againft the land- 
holder, aad the landholder againft the merchant •: 
if local provincial p*ide< and jealoufy* arife, and 
you allow • yourfelves to fpeak with contempt of ' 
the courage, character, manners, or even lan*- 
guage. of particular places* you are doing, a great- 
er injury to the comoton caufe, than * you -are a- 
ware of. If fuch practices an? admitted 'among 
us, I (hall look upon it as one of the naoft dan* 

1 gerous fymptoms, and if they become, general* a 
prefage of approaching rain. . 
• By firmaefs and r patience/ I mean a refotute 
adherence to your duty/, and laying your account 
with many difficulties as weUasoccafipnal <tifapJ 
pointm&nte. . in a. fanner part of this* dHcourfe^ 
I have cautioned you againft orientation and vain 
g^ory- Be pleafed 'further tO/oibfervey that ex- 
tremes often beget one another ^ the fame per* 
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fons who exult extravagantly : <» fiieeoft, '«r 
generally moil liable to defponde©* timidity- on- 
every little inconfiderable defeat. Men of this- 
<hara£fcer are the bane ind corruption of every, 
fociety or party to which they belong v but ' they, 
are efpecially the ruin of an ; army* if fnffered to* 
continue in it. Remember the vrciflkude of ln> 
man things, and the trfiial courfe of -providence*, 
How often has a juft caiife beeii fredueeji to the. 
loweftebbj and Jtfi when' firmly adhered to, has. 
become finally triumphant 1 1 Ipetfk this now *rbHe 
,the afrairs of the colonies are in fb p*dfperous % 
•ftate, left this prosperity Itftlflhould *eftder yo« 
lefs aWe to bear unexpected misfbitnii€s»— The 
fum of the whole Is, thar/^hleffing«of God is. 
only to be looked for bjrthofe irhd a*& not want- 
ing, in the difcharge oTtheir-own: d«ty. I wotdd 
*iekhcr~have yontotruit in anarm of fidfo, nor 
-fit with fbhled hands to expe& that miracles 4faogl<£ 
be wrought in your defence.*-*This is a fin which 
is in^fcripture ^letr tctnpfing God. ] In oppafl- 
tioh to it, I would eihort yon as Joab did the 
hoft of ifraei, *w*ho though he does net appear tot 
have had a jfpotlefs rhara&er thrcragho«t, cen- 
tainly-in this instance fpoke like a prudent ge* 
neral and a pious 1 mam * fie of good conrage > 
* and let us behave : ottr&lires valiantly for* tsar 
*■' peoplej aid for the cities of our God; ^ndL 
< iet kke Lord do that *hich isgood in Ms%hl.* 
1 fhall now conclude this difcourfo-by iomecK~ 
hortations to duty, founded upon the troths, 

vrhiah 
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^*y<& Aaye &£n illuftr^fd, $o?ft ap4 foit$<J to 
4he iq$#r^fti^gft^4? o£ tl^i* copniry #t the prefent 

• . *„ #uflfer < eiM, , t*> : *f£o*E«^n$ jto. you, \m\ atten- 
4K*nfc*fhp pwldiicii^rQft cf >7j ^ligjioni or, in o- 
•*hgr >ifgr4$> /fts&.&r t^9 /glor^f ,C£od and the 
^eg4 ?f 0&gg?,, 5/ J| %?£ ri ?*^y eqd^avqured to 
je^nfwn§& r :tQ h sfiwaftyMtf i vrfaat I , hav : berp 
I* wemhm^V&<pu& <&*<W>!1 &e poflcern jvfycfc 
&*&$ g^Q^j^am^ugirt *»~ **#? & tb/2 nation^ 

*#Ugfefc *$***& ^^oj^Q^wg ^wjblk virtue, ^od 
4te3*i»fF;. do^^flkfty ^4 yi^ r Tb# js a i&at- 

.bfc *9ell 'im^iA()^|^^-.%il^. jjK&ujtf a*d ,prjf*- 
usipks. Jfothiag is; ^1$ : c^w^iixzn .. tli^t a ge- 

* pe$^e ape fj^ # 4^iw3ip^ .. A gqod./fo^n.^f 
%m&vmni .q^y- JiofcMbs *P#$» r i^erial? *pr 
■getter for d&ne jtico^ tyifc &W$ , * c£#a*p pitck 
#yaa t tb& be4 c^^fti^UiUW, >?$ &e ^e^?fl3^ai |; aQ4 
jfta?«y muft SBfMfr Cta ithe* .p&gr . hand, when 
the manners of a nation are, {frge, ^h^ntg*^ £?!*•- 
^ntf^ ntf ergal pgij&ciples ^WfoW tfe*£ vigour, 
ihefltft^t*o£.$be nao# powerful .enwiiea to op<- 

frafr.thm are t «o^roojnly;haffkd,an<J $&Pi><#l*t> 
4*1. Thfc wStt Jra &mad ftjua#y certain, wh£tb£? 
WFe coafidter the grea* principles of God's .moral 
govOTtfuent* or ihe .pppr^tioniaftd fefit^ence pf 
natural cau&s, 



V 
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Wfia* follows from this ? Thar; he i&the Bcff 
friend to< American liberty, who: k the rmoft jfink 
cere and a&ive in promoting true and iuodefiled 
religion, and who ftts Mmfetf ' with the, greitteft 
firmneft to bear down* ptofank^ and* immoral 
lity of every kind. . Whoever is? an; avowed sene*- 
myto God, I fcrapleaiot'to jc^lhim iart€ii^nijr 
to- his • countsy. Do -not ifuppofe,- my iraefhrenv . 
that I mean to recommend a/ftiriousaad angry* 
zeal for the » circumfrantkls^of 'j-digktf*, . or fcht 
contentions of one- feft with another about their 
peculiar cKftin&iora*- I"d&>not wiflx i you *o op*- 
pofe any bodyV religion $ but every body's wick* 
ednefs. Perhaps there are few furor marks of the * 
reatky or tetigiony than when a raai> feels hnnfelf 
more joined in fpirit to a truly holy perfbh of adir*» • 
ferent denomination, than to an irregular liver of 
his own. It is therefore your duty, in this W 
portant and critical feafon, to exert youriehres-, 
every one in his proper fphere,ta ftem the tide 
of prevailing tfice, to peoraote the knowledge of *" 
God, the reverence of his^ name and worihip, aai - 
tjfcedience? to hi*i&v*s. 4 

Perhaps^you will afk, what it is that you are 
railed to dfr* for this ptirpofe farther than your 
own perfonal dnety? . I anfwer, this itfelf, when 
taken in its proper extent, is not a little. The 
nature and obligation of vifiWe religion is, I am 
afraid little underftood, and lefs' attended to. 

Many from a real or pretended fear of the an* 
gutatibn of hypoorify, baniflxfrom their convert 

< fationt 
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fttihn aifcd carriage, levety appearance of refpetft 
and fubmiffion to the Hvmg God. What a we^sr 
jieft anjckufteannefc of fpkit does it difcover for a 
jnaB^o? belihlamed, in i the -prcfeace >of lv& felloif 
finnere, to -profefs; tt^t revereace to almighty 
43®d which, heaawatdly-ifeds ! The trpth is, he 
-make* himfetf truly -liable ito .the peculation wJbick 
fee means to* avoids pit ieiascgenuura^d perhaps 
a more culpabte.hypdcrify:^ appear tto^have tefe 
Teligkm *haai »you really ihate^.tha*! to appear to 
h&te ti&or&v -• TM^faife; fliame is a. more^ext^afive 
«vil thaWi if ■ ^ominoniy'apprAhasded; /We. cob- 
ii?ibute^cairffentily>,JtlwMlg}i iafei3jfiMy,.tofor^a ea^t 
ethers cha*a£ters and ^manners ; ,aftd tthesefors, 
£he ^fuliiefs.o£<a ftoittrynhory aad/OOftftieiitioi^ 
deportment is not canned to* the. poffefibr, btft 
Jpreads ite happy mfttterme* to att thature within 
its reach, t need fcarcely add, that in proporti- 
on as iioen a*e> diftinguHhed by undggftandugg, 
literature, age, rank, office, wealth, or aay othqr 
eircumftance^ their example will beufeftt^oathp 
eoie handy or pernicious on the other. 

But I cannot content myfelf withhaxelyrecoB*- 
mendiiiga: (ilent example- There is a dignity ifi 
virtue which i k emitted, to <-atitharaty* and ought 
to* claim it. ixi ^rany* cafb it is the duty «of a good 
ttian, by open ^reproof • and oppofition, to wage 
awar wkh profonenefe. There is a fcripture pre- 
cept delivered in «ery fii>gular terms, to which. f I 
'beg your attention; * Thou £halt not hate thjr 
* brother in thy heart, bntib^t in jmy waysn?- 
.. . ' bukc 
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1 buke him, and not fuffer fin upon him.' How 
prone are many toreprefenj; reproof as flowing 
frorti ill nature and fcrlinefs of temper ? The 
Spirit of God, on the contrary, considers it as the 
effect of inWard hatred, or want of genuine love^ 
to forbear reproof when it fe necefiary, or may 
.be ufeftil. I am fenfible there may, in Jbme caf- 
es, be a reftraint from prudence, agreeably to 
that caution *of Solomon, r Caft not your pearls , 
€ before fwihe, leaft they ti*anvple them under 
* their feet, and turn again and rent you.* Of 
this every man muft judge as well as he can for 
himfelf ; but certainly, either by open reproof, or 
expreffive filence, or Ipeecty departure from fuck 
fociety, we ought to guard againft being partakers. 
x>f other mens fins. 

To this let me add, that if all men are. bound. 
in fome degrefe> certain 'clafies of men are under 
peculiar obligations to the dffcharge of this duty. 
Magiftrates, minifters, parents, heads of families, 
and thefe whoriv age has rendered venerable, are- 
called to ufe their authority and influence for the 
gTory of God' and the good of others. Bad men 
themfelves difcover aninWard conviclion of this, 
for they are dften liberal in their reproaches of 
perfons of grave characters or' religious profeflion, 
if they bear' with patience the pnofenity of others*. , 
Inftead of enlarging on the duty "of men in au- 
thority mgerieral/I inuit particularly recommend 
this matter to thofe who have the command of 
foldiers-inlifted for the-defenc^ of their cou»try. 

The 
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The ' caufe is facred, .and the , champions for it 
ought to be nol^v ^ Nothjrig |s mo^e, grieving .tq 
the "heart "of a good man, than^tQ hear/^pni thofe 
who are going, to the field, tJiCjhorrjd, found of 
curfing and b&fpliemy - % it cools theardQur of his 
prayers, as well as abates his conscience and hope 
in God. Many more chxumftanees, affe& me in 
liich a cafe, t Kan T. cap enlarge upon, or indeed 
eafily enumerate at' prefent ; the, glqry.of God, 
the intereft of the deluded finner, going like a 
devote&vi&im, .and imprecating vengeance on his , 
own head, as well as the caufe itfelf committed to 
his care. ' We have fometimes taken the liberty 
to forebode the dow.nfal of the Britifh empire, 
from the corruption and degeneracy of the peo- 4 
pie. Unhappily the, Britifh foldiers have been 
diftinguifhed among ail the nations of Europe^ 
for the moft fhockjng profanity. Shall we then 
pretend to emulate than in this infernal diftinc- 
tion, or rob them of the horrid privilege?* Cod 
forbid. Let the officers of tjie army , in, every de* 
gree remember, that % as, military fjubje&ion,y while 
it lafts>is the moft complete of any* it is i» their 
power greatly to retrain, \t no% whqlly r tp tjaniih*. 
this flagrant enormity. ~ 

the 

ligehce to worlds of induftry. ^^jn your po.w r er, 
by this means, not only { tp Jiipply the rieceflityes, 
but to add to the ftrength oijour v country Ha*, 
bits of induftry prevailing in a fociety, not only 

increafe 
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rhcreafc its wealth, as their immediate efftc"t, but 
they present the introduction of many vices, and 
are intimately connected witbfobricty and good 
morals* Idlenefs is the m other mt nurfe of al- 
moft every vice ; and want, which is its insepara- 
ble companion, urges men on to the moft aban- 
doned and deftru&ive courics. Induftry, there* 
fore,4S a moral duty of the greateft moment, ab- 
Iblutely neceflary to national profperity, and the 
fure way of obtaining the bleffing of God.- I 
would aMb obferve, that in this, as in every other 
part of God's government, obedience to his will 
is as much a natural mean, as a meritorious caufe 
of the advantage we yiih to reap from it* In- 
duftry brings up a firm and hardy rate. He who 
is inured to the labour of the field, is prepared 
for the fatigues of a campaign. The active far- 
mer, who rifes with the dawn, and follows his 
team or plow, muft in the end be an overmatch 
for thofe effeminate and delicatefbidiers, who are 
tairfed in the lap of {elf-indulgence, and whofe 
greateft exertion is in the important pr epa ration 
for, and tedious attendence on, a mafquerade, or 
midnight balL 

3. In the laft place, fuffer me to recommend 
to you frugality in your families, and every other 
article of expence. This the ftate of things, a* 
mong us renders abfolutely Aeceflary, and k 
•ftands in the moft immediate connection both 
with virtuous induftry, and active public fpirif. - 
Temperance in meals,, moderation and decency 

in 
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in drefe, furniture, and equipage, have, I think, 
generafly'fceen c%ara«^&ci*o#*ii' tfBHngurfted 
patriot, " 'Ahfftfhcri /t!fe' ; «te« r l^t«^cftlte'a- 
people ifr g^ner^l, they art fitf foi< f wery*diity, rand 
able to ^counter ri&'&ftfe fonfrfdabfe eaemy; 
Tte^gfeiie^TiiQBtPol^aft ^€^edi^a«b)ttrfir 
Hfet^'^tfrflh Wi*afi^«fiilgf©od^ Ifthe' 
uiyu#oppr<Hfen oT^ou** ctoenites* whitfc fcrich-. 
Holds' Irani foil ^ariy oA&i tfu&lkrticfes of lux- 
ury aritf ria^fficeace, : Iftali cfcntribute' to make . 
you dbt^'yo&r&taSs a¥&your«€hiMreii with the 
Tpirdfks 6T 'your owi* hands, and' cover r your 
tables' wffti K fh^^iuta¥y prodwaiom of- your* 
ovrn r^itWH Be a iie# i iitoftradbn of the fame 
truth, tint! a' iieaT l*apf>hids to yoarfehres and^ 
your cbuntrf. *' "'■ '»■• ^ ' , ' - 
1 I cotM 'wifli'^to haVfewa*y godd thing done 
rrbim the pureft principles and the nobleft- news. 
Cemfider; ''therefor^ "that tlieChriftian diarader, 
jjarticfilarT^r fife felf^tefiial <©f ther'gefpd, fhonld» 
t&ten6!¥o ybur'^fi&te dtpftttmtinty' In date early* 
times of ChnfBaiiit^' f Whto adult tdn verts were 
Attmit&d'ft) bapfcifii^ they were afked among; o~ 
tKer queftibia^i Bo you tteftcRififee thd world, its* 
fhews, its pomp, and its "vanities ? : I do* The* 
fePrti'bTthls WmVprttfetwed in the adminiftrati- 
on '6f tfapfldny where wfe Tetit>\mcetkc devil, thck 
World, and' fhft-fltMh. ff ' This* certainly implies not 
only abftainifig fcbrh tf£fe of grofs intemperance 
aricfexeefsj bat a humility rf carriage, a reftratnt 
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and moderation in all your defires. The fam e 
thing, as it is fuitable to your Chrtttian profeffi- 
on, is alfo neccffary to make you truly indepen- 
dent in yourfelves, and to feed the fource of li- 
berality and charity to others or to the public* 
The riotous and wafteful liver, whofe craving ap- 
petites make him conftantly needy, is and muft 
he fubject to many matters, according to the iky- 
ing of Solomon, * The borrower is fervant to the 
* lender/ But the frugal and. moderate perfon, 
who guides his affairs with difcretion, is able to 
affift in public counfels by a free and unbiased 
judgment, to fupply the wants of his poor breth- 
ren, and fometimes, by his eftate and fubftance, 
to give important aid to a finking country. 

Upon the whole, I befeech you to make a 
wife improvement of the prefent threatning af- 
pect of public affairs, and to remember that your 
duty to God, to your country, to your families 
and to yourfelves, is the fame. True religion is 
nothing elfe but an inward temper and outward 
conduct, fuited to your ftate and circumftances 
in providence at any time. And as peace with 
God, and conformity to him, adds to the fweet- 
nefs of created comforts, while we poflefs them, 
lo in times of difficulty and trial, it is in the man 
of piety and inward principle, that we *nay ex- 
pect to find the uncorrupted patriot, the ufeful 
citizen, and the invincible foldier. God grant 
that in ^America, true religion and livil liberty 

may 
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may be infeparable, and that the unjuft attempts 
to deftroythe one, may in the iflue tend to th«* 
fupport and eftablifhinent of both* 
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Countrymen and Friends^ 

AS foon as I had confented to the publication* 
of the foregoing fermon, I felt an irrdlftU 
ble defire to accompany it with a few words ad- 
drefled to you in particular. I am certain I feel 
the attachment of country as far as it is a virtuous 
or laudable principle, perhaps it would be nearer 
the truth to fay, as far as it is a natural and par-. 
donabie prejudice. He who . is fo pleafed may at- . 
tribute it to this lafi when I fay, that I- have nev- 
er feen caufe to be afhamed of the place of my 

birth;. 
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Birth ; that fince the revival of arts and letters in 
• Eipope, in the clofe of the fourteenth and begins 
ning of the fifteenth century, the natives of 
' Scotland have not been inferior to thofe of any 
other country, for genius, erudition, military 
prowefs, or any of thofe accomplifhments which 
improve or embellifh human nature. When to 
this it is added, that fince my coming to Ame- 
rica at an advanced period of life, the friendfhip 
of my countrymen has been as much above my ex- 
pectation as defert; I hope every reader will 
confider what is now to be offered, as the efleft 
not only of unfeigned good-will, but of the.moft; 
ardent afre&ion; 

- It has given me no little uneafinefs to hear the 
word Scotch jufed as a term of reproach in the 
American controverfy, which could only be upon 
the fuppofitionthatftrangersofthatv country are 
more univerfally oppofed to the liberties of Ame- 
rica than thofe who were born in South-Britain, 
or in Irelandi I* am fenfibte that this has been 
done in fome newspapers, and 'contemptible a- 
nonymous publications, in a manner that was nei- 
ther, warranted by-truth, nor di&ated by prudence. 
There -are many natives of Scotland in this coun- 
try, whofe opposition to the unjuft: claims of 
> Great-Britain has been as early and uniform, 
founded upon as rational and liberal principles, and 
therefore likely to be as lafting, as that of any fet of 
men whatever* As to Great-Britain itfelf, time 
has now fully difcovered that the real friends of 
•- . Rj, America 
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America in any part of that kingdom were very; 
few * and thofe whofe friendship was disinteres- 
ted, and in no degree owing to their own politi- 
cal factions, ft ill fewer. The wife and valuable 
part of the nation were, and. as yet* are, ia a great 
meafure ignorant of the ftate of things in this, 
country ; neither is it eafy for the bulkiof a peo- 
ple to fhake off their prejudices* and open their 
eyes upon the great principles of universal liber-* 
ty. It is therefore atleaft very difputaMe, whe- 
ther there is any juft ground for the diftinction 
between Scots and Englifli on this fubjectat all. 

This difpute, however, I do not mean to enter 
upon, becaufe it is of too little moment to find a 
place here, but fuppofing that, in fome provinces, 
efpecially, the natives of Scotland have been toe- 
much inclined to fupport the ufurpations of the 
parent ftate, I will firft endeavour to account for 
it, by afligning fome pf its probable caufes \ and, 
then offer a few confederations which £hould in- 
duce them to wipe off the afperfion entirely, by 
a contrary conduct. 

As to the firft of thefe, I will mention what I 
fuppofe to have been the firft and radical cauie* 
and which gave birth to every other, of the dif- 
affection of fome of the natives of Scotland to the 
juft privileges of America. ,What I .have in view- 
was, the friends of liberty, in many places pf Ame- 
rica, taking the part of, and feeming to coniider 
themfelves as in a great meafure engaged in the 
fame caufe with that very jdiftwguifbed per£o% 

John 
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John Wilkes, E£q : of London. This was done*/ 
% not only in many writings and- news-paper difler- 
tations, but one or two colonies, in fome of their 
moft. refpeftable meetings, manifefted their at- 
tachment to him, andfeemedto confider him as- 
their patron and friend. N° 45, which was the 
moft offenfiye number of a worthlefs paper, 
was repeated and echoed, by the moft. filly and 
ridiculous alluuons to it, through every part of the 
country, and by many who could not tell what 
T*as fignified by the term* 

It will not be necefi&ry to fij muclfron the pro— 
dence of fuch conduct, becaufe I fuppbfe thoie 
,who expected, Wilkes's mob would pull down the 
parliament-houfe, ©r that there would be infur- 
re&ions all oyer the. kingdom in behalf of Ame- 
rica, are by this time fully fatisfied of their mifr 
take* It appears notf in the cieareft. manner, that* 
till very, lately thoie who feemedvto take the part 
of America in the Britifh parliament, never did 
it on American principles. They either did not 
underftand, or were not willing to admit, the 
extent of our claim. Even the great Lord Chath- 
am's bill for* reconciliation would not have been 
accepted here, and did not materially differ from 
what the miniftry would have confented to. The 
truth is, the far greateft part of the countenance 
given in Britain to the complaints of this coun r 
try, was by thofe who had no other intention in it 
than to ufe them as an engine of oppofition to the 
miniftry for the time being. It is true,; fome of 

them 
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them have now learned to reafon very juftly, 
upon the. moft liberal principles ; but their num- 
ber is not great, and it was not the cafe with any 
one fpeaker or writer, whofe works I have had 
the opportunity of perufing, till the very laft 
ftage of the quarrel. 

What effeft this Wilkifm (if I may fpeak fo) 
ef many Americans may be fuppofed to have had 
upon the minds of gentlemen from Scotland, h 
is not difficult to explain. That gentleman, and 
his afibciates, thought proper to found the whole 
of their oppofition to the then, miniftry* upon a 
contempt and hatred of the Scots nation *, and 
by the moft illiberal methods, and the moft 
Scandalous falfehoods* to ftir up a national jea> 
ioufy between the northern and foutherh parts of 
the ifland. There was not a vile term or hateful 
idea, which ancient vulgar animofity had ever 
uied, though long union had made them fcarcefy 
intelligible, which he did not rake up and at- 
tempt to bring into credit, by writing and con* 
verfation. The confequence of this is well known. 
Wilkes and fome others were burnt in effigy in 
Scotland; and it produced fo general an attach* 
ment to the king and miniftry, as has not yet 
(pent its force. In thefe circumftances, is it to be 
wondered at that many who left Scotland, with* 
in the laft fifteen years, when they heard Wilkes, 
and thofe who adhered to him, extolled and ce* 
lebrated by the fons of liberty, fhould be apt to 
confider it as an evidence of the fame fpirit, and 

that: 
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that they were engaged in fupport of the fame 
caufe. Perhaps we may go a. little higher with 
this remark, in tracing political appearances to 
their fource. It is generally faid, that the King 
himfelf has difcoyered a violent, rancorous, per- 
fonal hatred againft the Americans. If this be 
true, and I know nothing to the contrary, it may 
be eafily accounted for upon the very fame prin- 
ciples. 

I am far from fuppofing that this was a good 
reafon for any man's being cool to the American 
caufe, which was as different from that of Wilkes*, 
as light is from darknefs. It was indeed doing 
great difhpnour to the noble ftruggle, to fuppofc 
it to have any connection with who fhould be in 
or out of court favour at London ; -and therefore 
it was always my opinion, that thofe who railed 
againft the King and miniftry only, did not cany 
die argument home, nor fuHy underftand the na- 
ture of their own plea. In order to juftify the 
American oppofition, it is not neceflary to {hew 
that the perfbns in power have invaded liberty 
in Ifritain ; it is fufficient to fay, that they, with 
the concurrence of the whole nation, have re- 
fiifed to. fuffer it to continue in the colonies. 

This leads me to the fecond part of my defign, 
which was. to lay before you the reafons which, 
Xthink, fhould induce every lover of juftice and 
of mankind, not only to be a well-wifher, but a> 
firm and ftedfaft friend to America, in this im*-. 
gort^nt conteft. 

It 
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It has been often faid, that the prefent is likely 
-to be an important aera to America. I think wc 
may fay much more ; it is likely to be an impor- 
tant sera in the hiftory of mankind. In the an- 
cient migrations, a new country was generally 
fettled by a {mail, unconnected, and often an ig- 
norant band. The people and the foil were alike 
uncultivated, and therefore they proceeded to im- 
provement by very flow degrees \ nay, many of 
them fell back and degenerated into a ftate vaftly 
more favage than the people from whence they 
came. In America we fee a rich and valuable 
foil, and an cxtenfive country, taken poffeffion 
of by the power, the learning, and the wealth of 
Europe. For this reafon it is now exhibiting to 
the world a fcene which was never feen before. 
It has had a progrefs in improvement and popu- 
lation, fo rapid as no political calculators have 
been able to afcertain. I look upon every thing 
that has been faid upon this fubject to be mere 
conjecture, except in fuch places as there has 
been an actual numeration. When men fay that 
America doubles its number in fifteen, twenty, 
or twenty-five years, they {peak by guefs, and 
they fay nothing. In fome places that may be 
under or over the truth ; but there are vaft tracks 
of land that fill every year with inhabitants, and 
yet the old fettled places ftill continue to . in ; 
creafe. 

It is proper to obferve, that the Britifh fettle^ 
ajents have been improved in a proportion far be- 
yond 



the Natives of Scotland* aoj 

*» 

yond the fettlements of other European nations. 
To what can this be afcribed ? Not to the cli- , 
mate ; for they are of all climates. Not to the 
people *, for they are a mixture, of all nations. It 
muft therefore be refolved fingly into the degree 
of Britifh liberty which they brought from home, 
and which perva4ed more or lefs their feveral 
confutations. It has been repeated to us, I know 
not how often, by the mercenary fhort-fighted 
writers in favour of fubmiffion to, or re-union . 
with Great-Britain, that we have thriven very . 
much in paft times by our dependence on the 
mother-country, and therefore we fhould be loth 
to part. Thefe writers forget that the very com- 
plaint is, that £he will not iuffer us to enjoy our 
ancient rights. Can any paft experience fhew 
that we {hall thrive under new impofitions ? I 
fhould be glad any fuch reafoners. would attempt 
to prove that we have thriven by our dependence, 
and not by the degree of independence which we 
have hitherto enjoyed. If we have thriven by 
our dependence, I conceive it is, a neceflary con- , 
.Sequence that thofe provinces muft have thriven 
moil which have been moft dependent. But the 
contrary is felf-evident. Thofe which have ^ 
hitherto enjoyed the freeft form of government, 
though greatly inferior in foil and climate, have . 
yet outftripped the. others in number of people , 
and value of land, merely becaufe the laft were 
more under the influence of appointments and 
authority from home. 

When 
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When this is the undeniable date of things, 
can any perfon of a liberal mind wHh that thefq 
great and growing countries (hould be brought 
back to a ftate of fubjeftion to a diftant power? 
And can any man deny, that if they had yielded 
to the claims of the- Britifli parliament, they 
would have been no better than a parcel of tri- 
butary ftates, ruled by lordly tyrants, and ex- 
hausted by unfeeling penfioners, • under the com- 
miffion of one too diftant to hear jthe cry of op. 
preffion, and furrounded by thofe who had an in- 
tereft in deceiving him. It ought, therefore, in 
my opinion, to meet with the cordial approba- 
tion of every impartial perfon, as I am confident 
it will of pofterity, that they have united for 
common defence, and • refolved that* they will be 
both free and* independent, becaufc they cannot 
be the one without the other. 

As this meafure, long forefeen, has now taken 
place, I fhall beg leave to fay a few things upon 
it i in which I mean to (how, i. That it was ne- 
ceflary. 2. That it will be honourable and pro- 
fitable. And, 3. That, in all probability, it will 
be no injury, but a real advantage, to the Ifland 
of Great-Britain. 

i« It had become abfolutely neceflary. All 
reconciliation, but upon the footing of abfolute un- 
conditional fubmiffion, had been positively re- 
firfed by Great-Britain. Unleft, therefore, the 
colonies had refolved to continue in a loofe and 
broken ftate, with the name of a government 

which 
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which they had tak£h arms to oppofe, the ftep 
which they have now taken could not have been 
avoided; Beiides, things had proceeded fo far, 
and fuch meafures had been taken on both fides, 
that it had become impoffiWe to lay down a 
fcheme by which -they mould be fare of our de- 
pendence, and we, at the fame time, fecured in 
our liberties. While things; continued in their 
ancient ftate, there was perhaps a power on the 
part of each, of which they were hardly confcious, 
or were afraid and unwilling to exert. But after 
the encroachments had been made and refitted, 
to expect any thing elfe U>an a continual attempt 
to extend authority on the one hand, and to 
guard againft it on the othef, is to difcover very 
little knowledge of human nature. In fuch a ii- 
tuation, though every claim of America fl^ould 
be yielded, fhe would foon be either in a ftate of 
continual confufion, or abfolute fubmifiion. The 
king of England, living in» his Engliih dominions, 
would not, and indeed durft not, aflent to any 
a& of an American legiflature, that was, or was 
fuppofed to be hurtful to his Engliih fubjefts. 
This is not founded on conje&ure, but experi- 
ence. There is not (at leaft Dean Swift affirms. 
it) any dependence of Ireland upon England, ex- 
cept an a& of the Irifh parliament, that the king 
of England fhall be the king of Ireland. This 
,laft has a ieparate independent legiflature, and in 
■every thing elfe, but the above circumftancc, 
feems to be perfectly free ; yet if any man fhould 

S affert,- 
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afiert, that the one kingdom is not truly fubjeft 
to the^ other, he would, in my opinion* know 
very little of the ftate and hiftory of either. 

2. A ftate of independency will be both honour- 
able and profitable to this country. I pafs over 
many advantages in the way of commerce, as 
well as in. other refpe&s, that muft neceflarily 
accrue from it, that I may dwell a little on the 
great and leading benefit, which is the founda- 
tion of all the reft. We fhall have the opportuni- 
ty of forming plans of government upon the moft 
rational, juft, and equal principles. I confefs I 
have always looked upon this with a kind of en- 
thufiaftic fatisia&ion. The cafe never happened 
before fince the world began. All the govern- 
ments we have read of in former ages were fet- 
tled hy caprice or accident, by the influence of 
prevailing parties or particular perfons, or pre- 
scribed by a conqueror. Important improvements 
indeed have been forced upon fome conftitutions 
by the fpirit of daring men, fupported by fuc- 
cefsful infurre&ions. But to fee government, in 
large and populous countries, fettled from its 
foundation, by deliberate counfel, and directed 
immediately to the public good of the prefent 
and future generations, while the people are 
-waiting for the decjiion with full confidence in 
*the wifdom and impartiality of thofe to whom they 
have committed the important truft, is certain- 
ly altogether new. We learn indeed from hit 
;tory that fmall tribes and.feeble, new fettlements, 

\ 4id 
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did fometimes employ one man of eminent wit- - 
dom, to prepare a fyftem of laws for them. 
Even this was a wife meafure, and attended with 
happy effects. But, how vail the difference, 
when we have the experience of all paft ages, the 
hiftory of human fociety, and the well-known 
caufes of profperity and mifery in other govern- 
ments, to a/lift us in the choice ? 

The profpeft of this happy circumftance, ami 
the poffibHity of lofing it, and. fuffering the leaf- 
on to pafs* over, has filled me with anxiety for 
fbme time. So far as we have hitherto proceed- 
ed, there has been great unanimity and public 
fpirit. The inhabitants of every province, and 
perfbns of all denominations, have vied with each 

- other in zeal for the common intereft. But, was 

'. it not to be feared that fome men would acquire 
over-bearing influence ? That human weakriefs- 
and human paffions would dticover themfelves, 
and prevent the finilhing of what had been fo 

. happily begun.? In the time of the civil wars in 
England, had they fettled a regular form of 
government as icon as the parliament had obtain- 
ed an evident fuperiority, their liberties ^ would 
never have been fhaken, and the Revolution 
would have been unneceffary. But by delaying 
the thing fo long, they were broken into parties 
and bewildered m their views,* and at laft tamely 

. fubmitted, without refinance, to that very tyranny 
again ft which they had fought with fo much glo- 
ry and fuccefs. For this reafon I think that 

$ 2 every 
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cstvj candid and liberal mind ought to rejoice in 
the meafures lately taken through the ftates of 
America, and particularly the late declaration of 
, independence, as it will not only give union and 
force to the meafures of defence, while they are 
neceflaryj, but lay a foundation for the birth of 
millions, and the future improvement of a ^jreat 
part of the globe.-— I have only further to ob- 
ferve, 

3. That I am confident the independence of A- 
merica will, in the end, be to the real advantage 
of the Ifland of Great-Britain. Were this even 
otherwife, it would be a weak argument againft 
the claim of juftice. Why fhould the fecurity or 
profperity of this vaft country be Sacrificed to the 
fuppofed intereft of an inconfiderable fpot ? But 
I cannot believe that the mifery and fubje&ion of 
any country on earth, is neceffary to the happi- 
nds of another. Blind partiality and felf-intereft 
may reprefent it in this light ; but the opinion is 
deluiive, the fuppofition is falfc. The fuccefk 
and increafe of one nation is, or may be, a bene- 
fit to every other. It is feldom, indeed, that a 
people in general can receive and adopt thefe ge- 
nerous fentiments \ they are neverthelefs perfect 
ly juft. It is induftry only, and not pofieflions^ 
that makes the ftrength and wealth of a nation \ 
s and this is not hindred, but encouraged, pro-* 
Yoked, and rewarded by the induftry of others** 
n But 

* Sec David Hume's EiTay on the jealoufv of 
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But to leave the general principle, or rather to 

apply it to the cafe of Great- Britain and Ameri- 

. ca : what profit has the former hitherto deceived 

from the latter ? And what can it reafonably ex- 

- peft for the future? Only its trade, and fuch,. 
part of that trade as tends to encourage the in- 
duftry and increafe the number of the inhabitants 
of that Ifland. -It will be faid, they intend to 
raife a large, clear, net revenue upon us, by tax- 
3tion. It has beenfhewn by many, that all the 
taxes which they could raife, would only ferve to 
feed the iniatiable defire of wealth in placemen 

- and penfioners, to increafe the influence of the 
crown, and the corruption of the people. It was 
by the acquisition of numerous provinces that 
Rome haftened to its ruin. But even fuppofing 
h otherwife, and that without any bad confe- 
quence among themfelves, they were to acquire" 
a great addition to their yearly revenue, for. every 
fhilling they gained by taxes, they, would llofe ten 

. in the way of trade. For a. trifling.' addition to 
the fumsof public money to: be applied, or wafted 
byminiftersof ftate, they would, lofc ten times 
the quantity diflributed among ufeful manufac- 
turers, the ftrength and glory of a ftate. I think 
"this has been fometimes compared to the differ- 
ence bet ween draughts of fpirituous liquors to in- 
toxicate the head or weaken the: ftomach, and 
. «ool refrefhing food to. give foundnefs, health, 
* and vigour to every member of the body. 

The trade, then, of America, as foon as peace 

S j. is* 
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• 
is fettled, will foe as open to them as ever. But: 

it will be faid, they have now an exclusive trade, 
they will then but ihare it with other nations. I 
anfwer, an exclufive trade is not eafiiy preferved, 
and when it is preferved, the reftriftion is com- 
monly more hurtful than ufef uL Trade is of a 
nice and delicate nature \ it is founded upon in— 
tereft: it will force its way •wherever intereft 
leads, and can- hardly by any art be made to go in 
another dire&ioni The Spaniards have an. exclu- 
sive trade, as- far as they pleafe to confine it, to 
their own plantations. Do they reap, much be- 
nefit from it ? I believe not. Has it made their 
own people more induftrious at home ? Juft the 
contrary. Dods it, in the natural courfe of 
things, make a people lefs careful to work as welL 
and as cheap as others, to procure voluntary pur- 
chafers, when they, know- they can fend theur 
goods to thofe who are obliged to take them? 
Does it not both tempt' and enable great mer- 
chants in the capital, to import from, other na- 
tions what they can export to fuch a forced 
niarket, to advantage ? By this means a consider- 
able profit may come into the coffers of a few 
particulars, while no eSential fervice is done to 
the people, and the ultimate profit is carried to 
that country where the goods are produced or* 
fabricated^ It has been repeatedly, faid, by poli- 
tical writers in England, that the balance of trade * 
is againft: that country to every nation, excepting* 
Portugal, and their own plantations. I will not 

anfwer 
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anfwer for the truth or univcrfality of this afler- 
tion j but i£ it is true in any meafure, I will ven- 
ture to affirm, upon the principles of general 
reaibn, that the caufe which produces it is no. 
other than the ex&ufive trade they have hitherto 
enjoyed to- the American fettlements.. 

But the circumftance which I apprehend will 
contribute nioft to the intereft of Great-Britain in 
American independence is, its influence in peop- 
ling and enriching this great continent. It will.' 
certainly tend to make the American States nu- 
merous, powerful, and opulent, to a degree riot 
eafily conceived; The great and penetrating Mon- 
feefquieu, in. his Spirit* of Laws, has fhewn in the 
eleareft manner, that nothing contributes fo 
much to the profperity of a people, as the ftate 
of fociety among them, and the form of their 
government. A free* government overcomes every 
obftacle, makes a defart a fruitful field, "and fills 
a bleak and barren country with allthe conve- 
niencies of life. Iffo> what muft , be the opera* 
tion of this powerful caufe upon countries enjoy- 
ing, in the highefr degree, every advantage that 
can be derived from fituation, climate, and foil ? 
If the trade of America has hitherto been of fo 
great benefit to England, how much more valu- 
able may it be when thefe countries (hall be ftill 
more highly improved, if fhe fhall continue to 
enjoy it ? This argument is liable to no objection 
bat what may arife from the lofs of an exclufive 
trade, which I have already considered. It may 

be 
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be added, however, that there is not now£ nor 
ever has been, any averfion in the America n 
to the people of Great-Britain ; fo that they may^ 
be fure of our trade, if they treat us as well as 
others ; and if otherwife, they do not deferve it. 
I might illuftrate the argument, by ftating the 
probable confequences of a contrary fuppofition* 
If Great-Britain fhould prevail, or overcome the 
American ftates, and eftablifh viceroys, with ab- 
folute authority, in every province, all men of 

. fpirit and lovers of freedom would certainly with- 
draw themfelves to a corner, if fuch could be 

. found, out of the reach of tyranny and oppreffion. 
The numbers of the people at any rate would fen- 
fibly decreafe, their wealth would be fpeedily ex- 
haufted, and there would remain only a nominal 
authority over a defolate country, in return for a 

• vaft expense laid out in the conqueft, and in 
place of a great and profitable trade, by which 
both nations were made happy. One of the ar- 
guments, if they may be called fo, made ufe of 
againft this country, and on which an obligation 
to obedience has been founded, is taken from the 
expence they have been at in Wood and treafure 
for our protection in former wars. This argu- 
ment has been often anfwered in the fulleft man- 
ner ; but if they fhall continue to urge it, how 
fearful to think of the obligations. we fhall be un- 
der, after this war is finifhed ! Then fhall we 
owe them all the fums which they fhall have laid 
out in fubduing. us, and all that we have fpent in 

at- 
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attempting* to prevent it *, all the blood which 
they fhall have fhed in attacking us, and all that 
we fhall have fpilt in our own defence. There is 

4 unqueftionably a lofs to Great Britain, by the 
one fide of the account as well as the other ; and 
it tends to £how, in the cleareft manner, the un- 
ipeakable folly, as well as great injuftice, of the 
promoters of this war. 

Thus I have ftated to you, though very briefly, 
the principles on which I think the Aiherican 
caufe ought to be pleaded, and on which it ought 
to be efpoufed and fupported, by every lover of 
jufhice and of mankind. Bat though the general 
plea in juftice were lefs clear than it is, there is a 

. light in which the conduct of the oppofers of it 
has always appeared to me unreafonable and un-> 
generous to the higheft degred. That refiftance 
to Great-Britain has been determined on, in the 
moil refolute manner, through all the colonies, 
by a vaft majority, is not only certain, but unde- 
niable. In the beginning of the controverfy, 
fome writers, with an impudence hardly to be 
paralleled, called the faft in queftion, attempted 
to deceive the people in this country, and effec- 
tually deceived the people of England, by making 
them believe, that it was only a few factious and 
violent men that had engaged in the conteft. It 
is not very long fince a writer had the courage to 
aflert, that, " nine tenths of the .people of Penn— 
fylvania were againft independence." The falfe- 
)*ood of fuch mifreprefentations is now manifeft, 

and 



2X4 An Addrefs U 

and indeed was probably known from the begin- 
ning, by thofe who defired to have them believ- 
ed. Taking this for granted, then, for an incoiv 
fiderable minority, whether natives or ftrangers, 
to fet themfelves in oppofition to the public coun- 

• cils, is contrary to reafon and juftice, and even 
to the very fir ft principles of the focial life. 

If there is any principle. that was never contro- 
verted upon the focial union, it is, that, as a body, 
every fociety muft be determined by the plurali- 
ty. There was a time when it was not only juft 
and confident but necefiary, that every one 
fliould fpejtk his mind freely and fully of the ne- 
cefiity or expediency of refifting the authority of 
Great Britain : but that' time is over long ago. 

• The meafures being refolved upon, and the con- 
flict, begun, one who is barely neuter can fcarce 
be forgiven ; a fecrct plodding enemy muft be 

. confidered as a traitor. Every perfon who con- 
- tinued among us after the decifive refblutions 
formed by all the colonies, ought to be confider- 
ed as pledging his faith and honour to affift m 
the common caufe. Let me try to . illuftirate it 
by a fimilar cafe. Suppofe that a fhip at fea 
rfprings a leak, which expofes the whole company 
to the moft imminent danger of perifhing. Sup- 
pofe a counfel is called of all the perfons on board 
to determine what port they fhatt endeavour to 
gain. Then it is not only the right, but the du- 
ty of every one to fpeak his own judgment, and 
to prefs it upon others by every argument in his 

poweie 
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power. Suppofe a great majority determines to 
pufh f6r a certain place, and to go to the pump 
by turns every quarter of an hour ; but that two* 
or three, or one, if you pleafe, is of opinion that 
they fhouid have gone another .courfe, becaufe of 
the wind, current, or any other circumftance, 
and that it would be beft to change hands at the 
pump only every half hour. All this is well. 
But if after the determination, this fame gentle- 
man, becaufe his advice was not followed, Should 
refufe to pump at all, fhouid flily alter the (hip's 
courfe, or deaden her way by every means in his 
power, or even fhouid only, by continual com- 
plaints and defponden* fears, difcourage others 
on whofe activity the comoion fafety depended ; 
I defire to know what treatment he would receive 
or deferve ? Without doubt he would be thrown 
over board in lefs time than I have taken to ftate 
the cafe* I am not able to perceive the leaft dif- 
ference between this fuppofition and what -takes 
place in America at the prefent time. 

If this argument is juft. with refpeft to every 
inhabitant of the country, it ought to have fome 
additional weight with thofe who are not natives, 
and whofe residence is not certain, or has not 
been long. There is a great degree of indecency 
in fuch taking any part againft what the majority 
pf the inhabitants think to be their intereft and 
that of their country, Were they even wrong, 
their miftake fhouid be lamented, not refitted ; 
en the contrary, it would be the part both of ge- 
\ nefofity 
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nerofity and juftice to fappport them effectually 
in a conteft which wifttomtirottld' have declined. 
We fee indeed every* day melancholy inftances of 
a bafe and*felfHh temper operating different ways. 
Many when%they do not obtain that rank and 
honour which theiri<pride *and partiality think 
their due. or if their advice is not followed, im- 
mediately renounce the fervice of A their country, 
and it may* go to deftructioa'for them. In oppo- 
fition to this, let me recommend the example of 
the illuftrious Fabius of Rome. He had given 
ftrift orders to all his officers not to engage the 
enemy, but to keep at a diftance. Unluckily his- 
lieutenant-general, by his own rafhnefs, got en- 
tangled with a part of the army under his com- 
mand, and was engaged. Fabius, preferring his 
country's good to fame, rivalfhip, and fafety, 
came immediately to his fupport with all expedi- 
tion, and thereby gained a glorious and complete 
victory. 

I hope you will take in good part die above re- 
flections, which, I think, contain nothing that is 
virulent or indecent againft any man or body of 
men. They are the effects of judgment and con- 
viction. The Author, as is probably known to. 
many of you, has been perfonally abufed in news- 
papers at home for the part he was fuppofed to 
have taken in the American caufe, which was in 
fome degree indeed the motive to this addrefs. 
He hopes that an honeft and faithful fupport of 
liberty and equal government in this part of the 

world, 
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world, wiflbenojuft reproach to his chara&er, 
either as a fcholar, a minifter, or a chriftian, and 
that it is perfectly confident with an undiminifh- 
ed regard for the country which gave him births 

The above is fubmitted to your candid perufal, by 

Gentlemen, 

Your fincere friend, and 

Obedient humble fervant, 

The Author.- 
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Psalm i. u 



Blejfed is the Man that ivalketh not in the counfel ef 
the ungodly^ norjlandeth in the way of ftnners> nor 
. Jkteth iitthefect of the fcornfuL 

THERE is an old and beaten obfervation, 
that human nature, in all ages, is the fame. 
To this I add, or rather offer, by way of illuftra- 
tion of it, t^at fin, which bears fo much fway in 
human characters and actions, has been the fame, 
in its operation and influence, in all ages, r fince the 
'fall .of Adam. For this reafon the characters 
drawn in the,holy fcriptures, and particularly the 
obfervations on humaji life, contained in the 
Pfalms of Dayi3, the Proverbs of Solomon, and 
book of Ecclefiaftes, are as perfectly adapted to 

»the 
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the preftnt age, as if theywere but of yefterday's 
date. 

As the ten commandments, which are theium 
of the moral law, ctofift moftly of prohibitions,- 
the Pfaknjij^ in thU paflage, draws th$ chara&er; 
of the good man in a negative form, by. its oppo- 
sition to the bads. At the fame time, the danger 
to which the unwary are expofed, tj&e enticing, 
tod deceitful nature of fin, and its' hionftrous e- 
normity, when arrived- at its full height j are 
couched in the mofb admirable manner 5 'Bief- 
• fed is' the man that^S1^5tirrt0t in the counfel 
c of the ungodly j— nor ftandeth in the way of 
f tinners 5— nor fitteth in the feat of the fcorn- 
*-fulV 

. It is not agreed among interpreters, who was 
the author of this Pfalm ; and, indeed, it is a 
matter more of curiofity. than moment very criti- 
cally to enquire. Some think it Wa» the Pfal- 
mift David;* becaufe of the high efteem exprelled 
in it for the law of God,- a thing which fo remar- 
kably diftinguiflies his other- writings* Others 
refer it to a later period ; : Slid fuppofe that Ezra, • 
or fome other after the captivity, who collected 
the facred hymns of different authors into one vo- 
lume, prefixed this as a fort of argument or pre- 
face to the whole. It is indeed, a fummary of 
all that follow* It plainly contains a character 
both of good men and bad; the ufua] courfe of 
divine providence towards each of thefe clafles, 
as well as the final ifTue of their conduct, in the 

T*2 everlafting. 
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everlafting happiaeft of the one, and the 
lafting mifery of the other. 

Even the moft' curfSry reader rauft ohftrve, 
that there is a gradation in the expreffidns of th# 
text, which rife J one above another m their 
ftrength and energy*: r&y, it is the opinion of 
many, that they are chofen with peculiar art, and' 
contain a ; douftte, if not a 'threefold gradatioru- 
i. In the charafter, beginning' with the ungodly, 
who are without proper impreffioris of rd$ghm> 
^and habitually governed by other prrtfdpk^ 
than the fear of God. Next, Aimers, or thofe 
who are mot* openly flagitious*, afld vhlMy gt£ky 
of grofs crimes* And finally, thfe'ftomM,- who? 
let reproof at defiance, and treat every thing fe- 
rious and facred with tctaftempr and: djft&im 
2. In the communication of other* with them, 
walking* which feems to imply occasional, tmu 
forefeen, and traniient intercotrfe ;— ftandiHgj 
which teems* to indicate a greater degree of ap- 
probation aixd" voluntary, compliance with their? 
example ;— ^and' fitting, Which fignifies, being fix- 
ed and fettled in an evil courfc^ and reftifing to 
depart from it.— *To this ftine add "the other ex* 
preffions; the counfel; the way, and" the feat ; on 
which I forbear to inflft^ but pmeeed to obfarve, 

That we have, in this paffage,' a* rhofr uftful' 
and mftu&ivt leftbn of great 5 moment inevery 
place and age ? and jtec&liarry' fhitfcd, oh feveral 
accounts, to the prefent circuiriftattces of this* 
congregation, Ii« is>- therefore^ rfly»refohi**o» to 

difcourfe 
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dtfcourfe a Jit tie, through the affiftaftce of divine 
gjrace, on the three diftin& branches into which 
it may be natural divided.,, 



< « • - • » t • , « 



- L Th$ infectious n^ure of iin, or the/dianger 
of ' walking, in thea>unfej of thq.ungpdly,. 

. IL t The d^ejtful^nd twd<ming ; nature of fin, 
which - iafenfibiy „ica*U , Jrom f walking in the 
< cQpj?£4 of. j&^pngpdly,, to. (landing, in the way. 

*'.Of.fil^l(^S.V ■- -r I ;...., 

. Itl. 3ta,. T fii4^Bg</ftage °^ w * c kedne£s, ^ 
mo& criminal and.nloft pernicious -charafter^ viz. 
of the icornful, who aje bold enough to treat 
things ferious and facrec* with derifion. 

, Having done thi% I fhall make fome applica- 
tion, of the-futye^Mbr your instruction and direc- 
tion. • ^„-. . .'. . .,, . 

In the firft place, let us confider the infe&ious 
native of fin, or the danger of ' wajkitjg in the 
counfel of the ungodly, . That the fociety of bad 
men ir highly dangerous to .all,; but efpecially to 
young perfons is indeed a- truth which no fober 
man will deny* and which hath been often fet in 
the; ftrongeft light by religious and moral writers : 
it may therefore feen> uaneceuaryto infill upon 
it. But, my brethren, I am perfuaded, that it 
fares often with known and common truths, as 
with common mercies/they are deipifed for th eir 
d|eapne& Though their certainty be readily al^ 

T 3 . - lowed 
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lowed, their ufe and application is* notwhbftand- 
ing, or^ perhaps, for that very reafon> in a great 
meafure neglected. Hew feMom is< it that men- 
make the diftin&ion with care, and a& upon it 
with prudence and refotation? either in their 
own conduct, or in the dityo&i of their children* 
Bear with me, therefore, white I endeavour to> 
imprefs your mind9 with a ien& of ymir obliga- 
tion to ckparr from the fociety of evil doers,* and* 
tapreferve, with, the ufmoife fblteitede* aS yo*ng 
perfons under your care, from the mortal conta- 
gion. 

For the importance aaad neteffity of this, you 
have the concurrentteftimony'of wife and ; good, 
men, in every age and nation : experience hath 
taught it to-the moft*baarbarot»», a* wett as- the moft 
improved and peltfhed people. There » no na- 
tion of which hiftory hath preferred us- any ac- 
count, but, in their proverbial fayings, which are 
the product of rime* we find a warring againft 
the infefifton of coprfcptr focietyt What dying; 
parent, in- his toft or parting attune t» hw chil- 
dren, ever omitted t*< eandoa them, agiinft tie 
fociety of bad* men) rtxf% doth not ofeiy experi- 
ence prove this> beyond dilute* to etfery one* 
who hath the 'leaf! degrte either of memory or 
reflexion ? * I* there among yon any perfbn^ wtoa 
has arrived ad the- unhappy diftbi&on of beihg 
teown for a* profligate ? Whenever th*» top- 
pens, thofe about him are able to- mart* the pro* 
grefeof hi^t corruption, and taihetti*p**a* ou* 

the 
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the perfons, or focieties, where he Wis firft taught 
the rudiments of vice, and initiated in the princi- 
ples of licentioufnefs and riot. I am none of thofe ' 
who either deny or .conceal the original* inher- 
ent, oniverfal corruption of human nature; and 
yet Ifcruplenot toaffirJBi that example, inftruc.- 
tion> and affiftaace^are Bgcefiary to* ourimprov- 
raent even in vice*: Wkheut this* no Jingle per- 
ion is capable of arriving at that* degree of dept*- 
-mj i which we haw fometimes occafien to ob- 
ferve* 

Whoever would examine- into the reafons, and' 
unpads hb mfak wiih!%\ fenfe of the danger of 
eomipt fotiety, ^e^emll^ to youth, mayjuftre- 
ffoftupen* the- fottowing particular*, 

1. We are' all bjHatffcure* prone to fin* It is 
the growth of the foil r as weed*' of the curfedf 
grrond* If weecfa cm hardly be retrained by* 
theutnofir diligence a«<£< tare- of the huffiand- 
man, what 20 enbnnoua* pjjoditjt might- he ex-* 
pv&i if be would dire&ly- apply hicqfelf to their 
encouragement and* cultivation'! 1 Jufcfb* if' by 
tftentmoft «*3re' and attention parents can hardly* 
itifbain ttte in^gulantiea o their children, and* 
fbrm them to* tnife piety and* goodnefe 5 what 
wiefcodfiie&may Aey* not* arrive tb, if they are- 
tM wed ' over » fthoob of proftnityt and && 
fared* to form* thdir femiments» an ^manners, from^ 
thofe who have tong; c walked in the. way* of 
" tbeir own-hearts* andf in the fight of their- owa» 
t *F*> without- fcarifltg God^ or onegarding man.! 

Z. Young 
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2.. Young perfons are ignorant and unfufpicl-^ 
ous \ ftrangers to the world, they are alike igno- 
rant of the characters of men, and the effects of* 
\itious courfes. What a pveyrmuft fuch be to- 
the artful and infinuating language of thofe, who r i 
enflaved.by habit, and wearing the chains of vice* 
find their chief remaining pleafure in feducing,; 
others into thefafne miserable ftate I Juftly is the- 
great enemy of mankind called the deceiver, be-- 
cauie he betrayed our firft parents into rebellion* 
by a lie : an 1 in the fame way he and all his fer- 
vants continue to paint and varnifli over fin with - 
falfe colours, that it may- be embraced without*, 
reluctance, by thofe who know- not that after— 
wards i it jDiteth like a ferpent, and ilingeth like* * 
( an adder.' Need I tell you in what a decent 
garb fin is often clothed \ and what honourable* 
names it often afTumes^in the world, to gain the • 
eafier acbniflion ? Senfuality and intemperance is* 
focial affection, and good feUowfhip: filthy ob- 
fcene converfation is butharmlefsmirlh and free- ^ 
dom : anger and.refentment is but honour, refo- 
lution, and dignity of mind. In fliort, the whole- 
tenor and ftrain of fafhionable conyerfatjon i$. 
often little elfe than a ftrong ; iUufien put upon 
the mind, to pervert the dictates of. reafop, and- 
evad£the reproofs of conscience. How danger 
rous fuch intercourfe to young unwary minds*- 
who are often deeply penetrated with the poifon* 
before they fo much as- fuipeft the defign of its> 

being* 
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being admimftred! It requires - na-cammorrde-' - 
gree of fortitude and resolution, as well, as na # 
fmail meafhre of fpiritual wifdom, to refift the? 
importunity of finners y and: unravel the fubtilty 
with which; they ly in wait to deceive. 
- 3* Vice isufuaily baited with pleafure, of whicfo 
young perfbns arc peculiarly fenfible : their af* 
femora of every kind are in the moft Hvely and- 
vigorous ftate. One of the firil alid moft im*- 
portant lefibns, which parents and guardian* 
mtfft teach, them, is moderation and reftraint j 
whereas the immediate eSict of' affociating with? 
the profane, is. nor only to ftrengthen their paf- 
fions' by indulgence, but to inftruft them how ta 
-plead in their defence \ and above all, to infpir.e 
them, with an abhorrence of confinement andr 
role.' From thefe unhappy attachments, -thefer 
moft pernicious friendfhips iris* that/ inftru&iorc 
howerer excellent* is unwillingly liftened to •, and) 
the moft wife and gentle government is efteemedt 
harflr and fevere. ' If has-been; fotradmea obfer- 
ved, that- perrons' ftric^y-and piouflyeducated*. 
when they have come into the wo$d, have runs 
headlong into the m&ft 1 vkioas and. abandoned^ 
courfe of li£b This has-been commbrdy afcrib- 
ed to the rigour' of their former confinement,, 
and an i advice grafted up&n it, that patent a.fhouldi 
be kfs fevere to their children', leffc they mould* 
more than compenfate this early reftraint^ by the: 
liberties -which* they; afterwards affuinc* But' 
though I wiilinglyadmit r tbat every parent ihouldb 

temper 
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temper his authority with gentlenefs and love^* 
yet I am far from thinking the effedfc, juft now? 
mentioned, is afcribed to its proper caufe : it is 
not owing, fo much to the rigour of parental au*» •. 
thority, as to young perfons getting into the fo- 
ciety of. men without principle, and there fecret- 
ly imbibing thofe vitious defires, which after- 
wards they rejoice in .an opportunity, of gratify-* 
ing to the full. However ftridt and fevere any 
perfon's , education may be, if he comes to matu-«* 
rity of age, before he contrac~b an intimacy with; 
thofe who juftify the commiffion of fin, confci-r 
ehce will have acquired io. great authority, that; 
all folicitation to grofs wickednefs will be re— 
-ceived with abhorence. This opinion is fup«* 
ported by a facl:, which I imagine I have obferved,^ 
( that the children of pious parents, who are be-* 
trayed into vitious courfes,. are almoft always fuchr 
as have been moft early, removed from their inw 
mediate infpection. . 

■ 4 , The danger of corrupt fociety to young per-* 
fcns- appears, from their bsing exppfed to ridicule 
and fcorn, which is of all other trials hardeft for. 
them to bear, I flail have pccafion, on the third. 
general head, to fpeak more fully on this fiibjeft 5. 
but in the mean tune, it is certain, that a fenfe .of 
lhame is flrong in young perfqnsan genera], and 
that ridicule is the ufual weapon, by which 
adepts in vice affault the caufe of truth "^nd piety 4 
by. which indeed they, commonly endeavour to 
deftroy all regard to decency and order. It . is 

lamentable- 
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lamentable to think, how often perfbns of excel- 
lent capacity, and admirable difpofitions, have 
•been led aftray by the abufe of this moft ami- 
cable quality, a fenfeof fhame. 

From all thefe -confiderations, we need not be 
furprifed -at the frequent and ftrong cautions 
-given in the word of God, upon this iubjeft : 
c He that walketh with wife men fhall be wife ; 
:€ but a companion of fools fliall be deftroyed. 

** Whofo keepeth the law, is a wife fon. : 

* but he that is a companion of riotous men, 
4 fhameth his-father.' But there is nothing, more 
•moving than that .earneft and pathetic exhorta^ 
tion-, * Enter not into the. path of the wicked, 
** and go not in the way of evil men ; avoid it ; 
** pafs not by it ; turn from it and pafs away/ 
The wife man's infifting upon this important coun- 
-fel, and the iteration of the exprefiions, ferves 
•to convey,, in the ftrongeft manner, a fenfe of the 
-certain ruin of thofe whc* neglect to obferve it. 

II. I<iet us now proceed to confider the harden- 
ing nature of lin, which leads from € walking in 
. c the counfel of the ungodly, to ftanding in the 
4 way of Aimers.' Upon this, as on the former 
particular, I may obferve, it is a known and beaten 
.'fubj'ecT:, on which it is eafy tp fay things ftrong, 
but difficult to fay any thing new. There are 
feveral juft remarks upon it, or ftriking fimili- 
tudes, which have been handed down from the 
earlieft ages ; and were probably the firft fruits 

of 



greft ,of %; ^teh ie## <^%9f R <^ yfisflfcqpfe 
•ftep$p ^fchisr, tiik^ is ,^fqw?rsi%^ taft-fi-a* 
The ifrengtbian4 ppjv^ *f ^fftf^&ftfr s 

tenc©}, and s wbat <!ewfkgp$fr ^^^e^ frft 
approaches. 7l f etffc»p,of l^n^VPS^^^fi^^^ 
enow loft to all* fqpfe-gf !$^9'jWj.&.{k^*tfifc 
fleft, if poffible, witfi, j^atrhoxrpr.t^y wsei$d 
once have thonght of the pna$jkqsf wfrclfcaj (pre- 
sent they are potable, t^^ocfek^ , Every t im, few 
fmall foevpr t ^en$a paipige for tba adqr^Wwm pf 
multitudes of ptluers ^ breaks the jreftraist of #&>* 
Science r habituate* .and emboldens :t}& ,£mm'. 
The ant%^t?.w^ ypnt .to fay, that ., the- -nay of 
:fin 4s dowi>b^iy j^yery f j(Jq), a ^nae take* *on <tfeis 

declivity, rao^e^t?? .'<#* ^jJfOtk^ ^^M* t i^^ 
comes more - and jjipre, difljkplt, a$d at laft iioa- 
poflibJej.tqitop.lMS^^rfi^ rThtti*wfea£ tij&a-r 
poftlePaul had in. hh .^ie^r,i wbej* he^g*?6 this 
excellent precept. ( to tha r C%$iafli -jHWaiefla? » 
< Bat e^cat 4*ns.an/£]^^a^ 
« to-day r kft : 'a|rjr. of ^jc* be ^^sd»Qe4 ftao&gfc 
/« ^deceil&lp^s ; of^ii|^ <W* j*a? fey offing 
general, what ^ofoip^a %$ ©f .ftrifea / 33*e}.l>B* 
« ginning x>f it is Jikfrthe tattingj^ut, #£ vWJtffc^ 
If you watch>,again.ft the , begwaing^f -gpytyati 
may hope topreawl^^ut. if*y4M,<HW*tpajifcit<^- 

dulgencc 



M-^f^s Sacred. ' £29 

cW$**cte, if ^rUt fcftablifh ^nd irtcf^fe its own 
power. ~ Toatte&iftt then to flop its progrefs, is 
likfcendfcavourifcg-to gather together a flood of wa- 
tary stfte^ydKk fcav*, wKh ytetr own hands, open- 
ed the flakes which have caufed it to overflow. 
, a. Toffee infcftfiblfc pr6grefs of firi, adcif the 
ftrtrigtli aUtd ptf#er of inveterate Habit. This is 
#ef#*fefttfc!t& ttf *te tfie ftrbhgeft terms in' fcrip- 
-lure, Where €le changing of an invetet'ate habif 
is compared W a natural impbflibiHity: c Cati the 1 

* Bthioptaii change hi* l fkitti of the leopard his 
4 ipcfe? tfcen iti*ay r ye aHS do gt>od, that are ac- 

* cuftdmed to db e*H/ 

As we may receive many uJefiil moral Jefions 
frorti the vifibteereatteii aftd the courier J bf nature; 
fo this in particular, of the force of habit; is, if 
I'may fpeak fa, writteh in the nioft 'legible" cha- 
rafters, and repeated in everf page of both. A 
itone, whkH has- long* continued iri one place, 
makes itfelf abed;, and is* With great ^difficulty re- 
moved : a plant or free that' has tong been con- 
imed^to one pofirion, of hiarde to grow* in a par- 
ticular tlApe, #111 fdcfotfi'ejter receive zhf other 1 . 
Thteis aHb the cafc with 1 miPbWn boffly fdme. 
Partkular pofttsres or mpttdtt^td Which We have 
beenearty hatftuatfed; c* <fca*cfly b£ altered fty 
•the «ttmoft atteMferfi/' and l&e 1 ftrtm^ft itfdtriati - 
-oft ofthfe wffli tiie'obfiSnaeyis ftifl greater 'in all 
lafctts^here* <feffre and affeftion have piaceV It 
is eafyt6 *{teeve£y'day tiie'Vioteht' attachment 
«ien hav* ttf employments &id jpteaTures, however' 
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trifling in thenkfclvefi >ro]<w^i<rh ^e^:have<topeen 
loog* accuftomed j • Ait tt ip gmateftj of iali in 4£ti- 
foLhabits, bocarfft&fcbaaotihr^ is 

addpd totte Original Aroi g t bi of natural kfcmip- 
tion. ' - 

Both the above particulars may be illuftrated, 
by obfihrong^hpiKitairc^ to- 

gether operate Aoithd imj im w cmeii t and perfecliori 
of guilty m forge and po yiilbus <ritiea> * There we 
imyofteriiiind^fbaih^ witked- 

nefs of every fort, as it is mortifying to think 
that human nature fhoold be capable of ; there 
we may find perfons who will. perpetrate calmly 
and fedately, what would fiirprrae a left knowing 
tinner fomuch as to hear ok And what pity is 
it, that there fhould be found fotne, who, during 
their occafional residence in places of great refort, 
lay down their innocence, inftead of their rufti- 
city ) and bring home no other accomplifhment 
but an infolertce and boldnefs of countenance in 
the commifiion of fin ! That inftruded in the 
principles, as well as habituated to the practice of 
impiety, they are not content with doing evil, 
but discover an incredible induftry and affiduity 
in deceiving aud feducing others t And fliall I 
not add, what pity is it, that feme, mrftead of 
improving and adorning their minds by applica- 
tion to ftudy, or ftoring them with ufeful • know- 
ledge, do more than lofe their time, by drinking 
in the poifon . of infidel writings i Inftead of fit- 
ting themfelves to difcharge the duties of public 
• ■ < . "or 



ooJ^f!acquiitotfte s am^^>py itilent krffifettingi t&eir 
afrimfefafc eirffc^iiiaimitfomtriMibiykfefeii «&id«iiake 
Uj^<^ditiorattdctlibijrri»A inatgral $4|>fdvity:bf 
heart. .< r 

€noj*gb*d*mtrihHj^ 

-This parl'of ;thes4ibj^y^my"rbFethreii^ <nierits 
your parfewmbr atjteiitjon, und naturally divides it- 
felfinta thefe fcwobrartdacsJi ;ifrfTHo^fin ^ and 
danger ©£ it t&tfce pe^ons- tvtoari guilty (rfatV 
s<%, The «nte§*y infkxfence .ithafch iw> ^polluting 

Others* '• ■',*'"!*. ;v.* e<J,,r.i *V^.,i'- ^ ,i 

*. Thefirfe#nd danger c£ it> ttarthe rguilty per*- 
fim^« Whoever will confide* >dh^: tflatefot mind 
6pm whkh fucji fcierifion cBhifcrfl ow> *wiil imme- 
diately perceivchthatit implies the du^heft degree 
«rf ( pFOfsinerie& and irafwetyd Itis^unh an auda^ 
cious attack u§toi* the>majefty<of:>thevWing- God> 
a**nuit ftrifee eyeryjtyinkSngyeinonwith^toni^ 
Hietnt and^ horrou; hOn^ofitherflrft prumptei of 
all religion is-wenence^for the;Dehy> MA for 
eveify thing: that n hath divifibte reiartron- to- hinu 
Thisrwe>findj v^itteaM{l(&i^id3e)Confciei!ice; in ge± 
neual* ,- $renra£ -the? mafe bHikkdri heathen*; The 
comraofr vQdk trivial ufe of the name of God is 
prohibited under v the feyferfeft fandUoos in the 

U 2 orattee 



oradeftof tmth. W* fifed »alfo fotne iaAances 
there, of *uere itPew«tt<^ toeing "piiiwiked in a 
.verytetmble *s*oiW. T*»e angeHc hofts> thougk 
perkily pin* and lusty, arc y«t reprefented as 
deeply penetrated wi& tt femfe of the ^xweme^ftfc 
proportion between "tmepeauHd excellence, A and 
created weafenefe, 'and'filk*i 4vfck>rttef highgft *e~ 
Deration «rf hinvWha only i#lWy<: c In the ydar 
' that King Uggitt 'dtedj I fa***Hb *he"Lftrd<ft» 
.' ting vpon^thr^iKv^tUgh^iid'l^Mupraad this 
' train tilled &M<*np}3« Above it iteod tbeif*- 

* raphirns-: each *&ifc« hfcd Sk -wings, -with twain 

* be tf&vened, hi* fotfe, -Jfcdi^fcb twata he covmd 

* his feet, and with W**i J»e*)id-4y»- And Me 

* cried tinto-^tiKrthfir* end&ldy fceiy, liciy-, hoty, 
1 is the Lord ef h^*"thfc whtate^atthis full of 
4 his glory.' It tf>ay feetfv unneoeffiuyor u*pra* 
per to add, afcd yet it gives me pfeafute that I 
t?aft4l6 it with truths t&e 'fatne thing iia? evident- 
ly diftingtdfhed fome <>f»the b^ft and'greateft men 
on e»Fth. We -a*e \^dl informed, that feme of 
the greateft a*quirert into nature, as they grow 
in years, *t*d ejaereafed in the knowledge of -the 
works of -God, did alfo vifibly gtcwr in an awe 
^md-tfeverqnee of their Almighty Maker; Of one 
in- partif tjlap, it is {aid, tj**t faenevfcr «nentk>ned 
the name of God without a'fenfibfe p*ufe in his 
difcourje. After this, what can we think*>f s&f 
poor creature, Wkftfe breath is ii* his noftnfls* 
being guilty of contempt and {corn bf the same, 
attribute \eorJks, or woufhip of God I 



* JEk&re irifererifrktU* cgflfcrencfcf -between £fo$ 
^fithis feia^ a^^^ot^j^ w&ci tare, not- 
witfaftan#»g> v^yiJa^rtdus.^d^ggrajrat^ irvth* 
fi^oftGofWt ^tQ.^ii?i?ialS&;lotftwir £»*} cf 5 * very 
grtifsnatttfe, a ma* vteftoe Jtowifedtbyt tha violence 
of pafficm, w- bfctuaysdwby a tb«r ftiddennefi of 
temptation y &*t|i iM lattfedfcfr aqt* Jfeomvof things 
£&ved muft 'ata*$Hb& ^ tfelil^f^Qarln^ d the. fin 
cannot be, cei»r#it*e4 *v$H>yt & geftl dealjof com- 
poiure and ^efimteiof -mind ;■ stafaa t$ ,^t over 7 
ben*^ a*i&oth€r cafes, by ( appetite 5 but reafon 
itfelf (if the perverted gift of God in fuch perfons 
msy be called fo) is principal in thegjitit., A fccfe- 
aer is never, tempted, 1 property ipeaking, but by 
thefe aft* and exfercife* ofreligion, . which fhould 
excite the veneration of all, and do excite the ve- 
neration of ma»y, not excepting fome of the moft . 
profligate. 

Contempt of thing?, facred is an jo^tire viftory - 
over confidence. In awry cafes .men^iia. with 
ibrae reluctance : it is not fo* mnch^ their., choice, 
as they are over-born by the ftnength of corrupt 
tion, and vitiate the peace of their.nundsy to gra-, 
tify the demaaads^oCluft; hence remorfe often 
fuceeds the indulgcnace ; and thqugt^ real reform 
matio»jdoes notjiake p^ce* yet itlays the finner 
under fve^ieM and N c»nu^er^bie. reftraints. But 
mj:re^ing thbgsfacred with fcpxn, the mindly 
wholly at eafe •, and finds its gleafure in the very 
imf*etyitfel£ The truth is, fi> entire is. the vic- 
tory over conference, that. nothing but fettled, 
atheifm and infidelity can be guilty of it, accord- 

V 3. i«g. 
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higto -Siat 5uft expre&on of tt^ltfatolft; € Where- 
4 fore cloth the kicked conWrt» f <3od'? He lurtla 
« raid in his'hea*, tfcou w3t ntft *equfce ft.' 

It is alfo an entire ViflWy tfver fit**** ; *thfe is 
commonly the ktft" rtrr^irtf : t*i*t MfitteiV 4vfcr- 
throw. Many are confine* anS* Kept 4ft ftw* by 
Fear of 1 mari, long tfftef ^heyta?*^ ctfll *#tfee 
fear of God. From* rfc* ^fcrieftfoaft -eftifcj re- 
ligioh preserves &me flegree of credfc)'e*eft where 
a great pluratriy ts in thV rfppdfl te iaftereft. For 
this reafori the propSer 1 Jeaatffeh :-tt0ftfttalf it as a 
great aggravation of the flrii of^fifexoufttryraen* 
that they were loft to -ill r #r& *<#-- AMte': Were 
1 they Earned wberi fliey4rttfl l «oirte?Sttedab©* 

* rainatiori ? nay, thef were hot 'at alta&amed, 

* neither cotitd they Mtrftr; l &cref ofe they ftdl 

* fafi among thehi W* fiflffe tte<thr**iat I 
f vifit them, they fhall be caft' down Aith Ae 
r Lord F But k is hot evidetti thfct ftorners are 
deftftute' of ffcame f ' TBfe^ have &de6o% not «d- 
Jy extinguiffiedtt ih'tlfcrnfdve*, but Att marrflcft 
defign of theif dohyeffarlon h 16 destroy it in the 
minds of others. f '* \ * ' r :: ' ■"* 

I : nec4 add nothing further to '9fc# the gnik 
and clanger of jterfcni of ifhischara&efj but put- 
ting you in mintf of the 1 rank whfcfc ^fcokfc in 
fevcral catalogues of cryftig'iSm in tlie^eiyftrip- 
tures, and the awfiil judgments rf God whkh arc 
denounced againf? ft. The^prophe* Eaektel, it* 
enumerating the fins rif Jeru&tan, amoftg Many 
enormities^ bath tfcis y*Tbm baft ^efpSfed mine 



tf Tbtng&Saar&i. 
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* baty itbfegF, i»d profaned .iny-Sabbaths,' And 
the ftfophei; Jfaiah,, * Now* therefore, hear the 
wordof theLH3ri,,ye fcomfol men that rule 
this Ympte -which, is. in Jerufalem.— For the 
ioud^aU ride>up^as.itt, mount Perazim, he fhall 
^^rpth : aiia, r the xaliey of Gibson, that he 
* m«y 4» his- m*kr his Jfcange work i. and bring 
to pa&his pSbj.bi* ftraj^ge jaflU Now therefore 
.4* ^^miKfc^r^^kftyouTba^kbemade ftrong $ 
J for, I hare hoard &om. the .Lord God of hofts, 
- a cenfarepfoacyea detexspuned upon the whole 
eastV Sea adib the iUtc of things in Jcrufa- 
km, imme4iatriy,^)e£»r^'th£jiabyJoniih captivity : 
But they moc/ked the meflengers of God, and 
defptfed his words* and jmifa&dhis prophets, 
ttptSfthe-wtath* of (the Loud . arofe agpinft his 
people, tiH-there was noaretnjedy.* 
-• 2f« How. unhappy is the AnQmpcc of this cha* 
ra^r -u^n^othec* !^ A^it. is highly cru?iinal r it k 
penuci<H^:i^r thQ fapae f proportiafi* Coofidered 
ottlyaB m> «wnripfa» it mirft have dangerous «£* 
ftc~te :> many £n*ibun Ac light •, and arc, by ihofe 
That commit them, concealed with the jrtmoftr 
care, "Whpp that is/ the cafe,, whatever they, may 
he to the guilty pcri^n, they are, for from being 
fo>4aagtn?u9<ta tfce .public^ as thofe crimes that 
are not * nly often, lifiWe, but done on purpofe ta 
be^&em Nfw^fcoflfec$. at things feared muft al- 
ways ber« an example* as the crime cannot be 
comiaktcd alone * an4> indeed, they often aspire 
sft a kind of character for defying religion, and. 
i would 
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wookl be grcady mtotiikdy were *faeir acoGmi. 
plifhments of this, kind hiddea -from the workh 
Neither is it mere^a cwmtoniqcaanplc : £c«4* 
fors are not only barely] ikiners* £h$y;ane advo- 
cates far fin ; it is ,thein <fofrfbmv dhidytoi break 
the reftraiHts o£ coa&iente* ~atuL iwtalocii every 
moral obligation* io:othersy.asii»elbksiiiibtham^ 
fehres* This too thrjpendcasptir tri effe&iin tiwc 
moft agreeable < manner :. c an t enlpl r i of adSgioir 
flakes a pant o£ tfaebt fotial aarirsh*, andthefe 
two things iace fpon looked uponitytthej unwary* 
yooth at lb infeparabie* that the nae is quite? 
tailefefs and infipid, nnlcfrit.iis feafoaed by the 
other* ' ji j. . ., •■ • ■ « 

• It ckfeives particular coniideration on this ftb~ 
jdft, that fcoffing alt things facred is apt to give- 
natural modefry* apd thedenie of fliame in young- 
perfons, a wrong and -contrary torn* Modefty is 
the ftroageft natural fence to virtue. - We find* 
notwhhflandingy Teryfreqaehtly, that perfans of 
great natural modefty have not courage fiiffici- 
ent to profefeca? pra&ice what confidence di&ate& 
to be their duty- How nnbappy is it when & ex- 
cellent a -preservative from vice is thus, quite per- 
verted, and has. an oppofito efted I All Juftpry is 
foil of the powerful eftg&s of a fenfoof fbame, 
both in doing good and evil. It breaks the 
ftrongeft of all natural attachments : it is, not to* 
be overcome by the fevereft laws, though forti- 
fied with the moft terrible fan&ons. Now, sa- 
lt needs no proof, that fcoffing at £cred things 

tends. 
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teattbio -peitrcrt Ae feafe io£ fiiame, it rnnft have 
thff greateft ondimoft immediate ^erTe& in bring* 
ing> on a geiKa^<dii3fekitiQaT/QfrBaanncrs, - 

The malignant influence j©f .profane fcarn is 
not ebn&ttd/fo young jpctfons, .there .being very 
few of 3OTyjch«ni£ter wko^amtnot hart by it in a 
mafc fsnfiblei maimer ^Wtmidyon be convtn* 
ctai of thai i HDic»?aEefyndo>vfl& find an^»poffefied 
of ja jdeterminBilx0iira^aii£h^Qluti0a'^ oppofV 
ing,faihionaljrir crimes 1; Horiz unwitting are the 
beft to fuflbr/ihamc.tte^iriiexmgt to their duty i 
-Wktot a Y3idetyifif^flFortflL)«rillrbe made to efcape 
iti! Goi3tc«Bpt is difi^ecdaie v itrany r&&; and: it 
is imoierabletto pride, fbme remains of -tirhidh,ea* 
psbb ofJaeing jrritatodvare ^^toibeiiiMMfidMiiibe very 
bdbxnman eartfc fen^hirfi *ta{^cttejnbftfcfr 
tabhfhed Chriffidassio daidFulfy dhgotL aH umxeoef* 
fary feciety wtixrwixteedrmc^^k$^b^:fa 
£cuk it is to&mnd firttaartdn&ihapB onotfosr. Jf 
iuch buhe jC2& r , wfiifc j|hmbeft> l^o|^ dangecom 
roufithe^ociety of /fenrnars^e^boiall^ho are able 
to bear them:;, hot «^teialljr^tt>c ribofe who harce 
pleafiire inthfim. *: a if .; ^-> : :i ,\ • «■ 

It wilLaidt rbe: improper here iter • etbferve, that 
•one gfaot reafon why icojrn and xidicule is fo 
h&rtftxi ta>rd£g£on,*is, that it 'attacks tilings &» 
ered through; .the <madium of human weaknefe. 
r £nietpiety andrsdriaiOiis in iefcif fo venerable an 
object, that it is not poffible to sender it rktico* 
ferns* hot by jnifreprefentation : however, as it is 
libmp, tin this Jwcadd* attended with human in* 

firmity 



s 
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firmity, this affords a handle £0 profane. perii>H$ 
to' load it with reproach. * Ihejr foccefs, in ibis 
unhappy defign, is no 'greater {h^n may naturally 
Be expecled : few are able to ^iftinguj$i .between a 
perfon and his, .caufe, nor, indeed,* is it poffiblet^ 
attack the 'ob$, withput wounding thej^thsr.* , It 
enderttly appears^ that it .is , jinpp^l^.,Jio..t5 , eat 
region* p*r^^ 

formsy and rites commonly app^ppri^cd to, r^lir 
gibus wdrfhip, with fcbrn 5 andi not, at the fanpe 
time, bring religion itfelf T into contempt* 

Fdcrrtot mean, by this to plead . for approbati- 
,on, er.eyen indulgence! to, any T indecency, by 
which folly or vanity tnay abu^p or difgrace the 
worfhift of God : far from it, I think every 
thing t)f that kind ought to tye rsprpved with 
Severity, and oppof^d ^ithr refolution : but I con- 
tend, that it is infinitely inore proper* to treat it 
with abhorrence and deteftation, .than with fcom. 
Whoever wilf give hfmftplt 'this liberty, naay r eafi}y 
find an opportunity, from .the weaknefs infepara,- 
ble fmnr humanity, to throw off that reverence , 
for God and his fervice* which it ought to, he his * 

. 1 -> ■<' * -, ** 'try** ''' *™: • 

chief folichude to preferye and improve, /Rxere 
are many whofe vifible; weakheTs^ is to 4 1}£ Jain^n* 
ted ; and, perhaps, there is no human c^ara£ter 
at all fo perfecTiy decent in every refpeft but^tgg; 
imitation, and a little aggravation, it niay be.jpei|- 
dered ridiculous; , - ., .. , . .. .. 

Let it alfo be confidered, that it rjecjuirea.fax 
lefs comprehenfion of mind to exppfe. the folljr 

and 
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and^rfcakftfefs df others, or even to invent plau* 
fible felfehocAK, knd mifreprefent them, than to 
reafon with juftnefs and propriety on the moft 
cointAbn'njbj^ degrre of abili- 

ty fc ftrfficiefnt t6 1 'accom£lim'a fcofler, who is not 
rerftra&fed^y } driy lerift of iiiity.' Nor is. this to 
be wbntfereiS at ^^for there is" always a fuflicient 
njutrfber,to Whbfe uhderftandihgs the moft. vile 
antT tt&CtiritiHt 1 p&fermance 1 is perjfe&ly adap- 

ted.- - •" ' * ;"•/ ' ' { ,., . . -,; ; , 

> In fupport of aft tnis, I could adduce many ex- 
amples, abundantly known and familiar j^but, for 
certain re&fotis, I Ihatf only mention a very cele- 
brated, ihftahce from antiquity Spcrates w?ls 
certainly the wifeftaiid the beft man of all the 
heathens, whofe characters have been tranfmitted 
to us. His behaviour was fuch, as not only de- 
ferred, but feemed fit to command the efteem 
and veneration of all who knew him ; yet wasr 
this worthy man fucctfsfully turned into ridicule, 
by a perfon, whofe writings, which have come 
down to us, are to v ^thelaft degree mean and con- 
temptible. Nor was the effeft merely tranfient ; 
fori m -the opinion of many, this contempt pav- 
ed Hie way for the hatred which his enemies foon 
raifed agaihft : him, and which brought him to his 
demh. ' 

tprQCeid notf," in the liaft place, to make fome 

improvement of what has been faid : and with 

this vfewfaffer me to apply the truths above il- 

.luftrate&by giving you fome advice and direction 

* under 
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undV the three ^owtng^hari^totQMrfK mot* 
of which yriU aackid* e«eiy perftm wh* now hears 
me. i 

i, To . tfcofe who ar* young; in -that lMNd]r# 
precious, dangerous feafon *£ Iffe*. 0$ a&.otbm 
the fittcft for tear&*g what is. good, mi tiphap-r 
pily prone>to kam QT wtote jrhtfc i*je*ik Mfg 
dctt dbiUftgj tbift is Mt lhft&ftrltfi»«!>jrtim* 
1 Jiave addrefled inftruftiTO pautiailatfy to ytw* 
and I piay that God may open your hearts to to* 
ceive. it- Let w hefeech yon, ftrft of ally ib learn 
this important ie|5», to diftrtft yourfcl*e« f be 
fenfibkof your mc*pwncc, ; and be: perfaaded 
of your danger, from the adaaaaition* of : other*. 
The greateft evidence you caa give of real knowu 
ledge, is to be fenfibk of your ignorafice ; and of 
true wifdora, to be willing toleamj the (bilk** 
tude and concern of your parents or other rela- 
tions, to prefejrve ypu from the deftroftrre paths 
of vice, is from their ccrtaba knowledge of what 
you are now unwHUag to bcfce*e. Above M 
things, fhuaas the peftHence* the focietyetf pro* 
fane /comers. Loft to aH fenfc of piety* feared 
in their conferences, ami enflaved'rto their- lufta, 
they will da all in thrir power to deftroy,ra«nkfing 
fenfe of religion in youf minds ; •* While tbe^ 
€ promife you liberty, they ihemfetves are the 
'. fervants of corruption. ; ThinJb upon eternity 
approaching: no man can fbreice or foretell a* 
you now, whether your time on- earth fhatl be 
long or ihort 3 whether you fliall have much pros- 
perity 



a*.tUe«*»<ig' r<^€fc#**ttkMS^ Itegr4d&ht4tt 
all temporal mercies, fo being at peace with him 
i» thelb^tfifppo^nua^^fu^Hng) ^U tlie <*nly 

*qOfliatall t^xletefi^^i^^^ MifatfoWaf 
^areJBtt^lffetoa tt£«pfeffof*!if4 &*&** die to 
pkad t|KM!*&fe foflpwfy tod tr*tH 3 irt'th?s ref[>e6h 
Bff) aftu{U$Itthttf irjbue) :fct$Ki ! £ ■ ri*&* vfry ti 
facahb, "peace* opulence and froblk eflestff.' Hear 
thm*wVkWtof:*imtk men 6 ^l^igih^ days fa 'in 
^ («wjfa©mrxr right JhdiiA, Sttd^ler teft h^d riches 
* j*aA '^nwkrJ "He* wary^<jtfe"wttys«oP pk&fimt- 
*. irafi, ^ad flditherpaths ate pease.'' ., Do not look 
<m]frta&'4tiDfe libertine* wti^arcim the begfonihg 
tar jakld}e^4?iK&tccmrfej whofe ipirite are lively, 
and thesH*ngooryet\mknpaired ! : took on the few 
eider pKBftkhmgo&r Theft w«re^egood*felk>\vs 
add fodafcjpisiksxrf.a &*»fef ^period :. *|ieir com- 
paAfonkroe^e cutoff »£b©*> middle ©tf *- thfek' days, 
And thiry^emati^^ %eat(^ Ioy -lyou* 1hftru£Hon 
and Trtaming^ Do y&tefmxhcab fttHen in their 
department* mean iathoir. atflre} and'defpffedby 
tte workHtfelfj; -their fate Wonted with mteca- 
|*artoce,vai#L i^e4r-in*fealfevoifi;^ring pale with 
^Mflge^ tcf^ Crippled : by* negteft ? thefe are the 
terrible fruks of midnight rioting. They were once 
■aSfmcsBBy ria ; their dups, as ready with their j efts, 
jHi(itei*^eat ddpifess of Sabbaths, and fermons, 
4)£ whining; and- pray ingj:»as any of their more 
-.-♦o -mf.:- » ';:: : -,' •■'X*:>: . Ipwghtly 
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fprightly fucceflbfrs, who are in the high road 
the fame delpicable end; 

My dear friends, when ^ou perceive any one 
ftirring up ybuf averfion "to parental authority, and 
teaching you to defpife thte trorfblefome admoni- 
tions of minifters and* mothers, know that he is 
enticing you to the ruin of foul, body, and eftatef, 
Hear again the wife man, or rather the Spirit of 
God fpeaking by him : * Hear then, my fon, and 
c be wife, and guidfe thine heart in the way: bt 
4 not amongft wine-bibbers, amongft riotous eat- 
' ers of flefh ; for the drunkard and the glutton 
f ihall come to poverty, and drowfinefs fliall 

* clothe a .man with rags ; hearken unto thy father 

* that begat thee, and defpife not thy mother 
c when flie is old. The eye that mocketh at his 

* father, and defpifeth to obey his 1 mother, the 
1 ravens : of the valley fliall pick it out, and the 
' young eagles Hall eat it.' 

Do you indeed think, that any of your loofc 
companions, with aH their profeffions of friend- 
jhip and attachment," have theiame concern for 
your 'true intfcreflrihat a parent has 5 or the fame 
judgment to difcern it? Ydu may efteem it aS a 
favour when you are affified in the indulgence of* 
your pleafures, and 1 your irregular courfes arc 
-concealed froni the knowledge of your relations ; 
but it is in truth the greateft injury that can pof- 
fibly be done you : it is often diftreffing to thoft 
of. riper years and more experience, to obferve 
Jiow difficult it is to perfuade young perfons of 

eafy 
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x$£j tempers and warm affections, of the dange r 
of alloc i at ing with proflig;v::s. We reckon it 
hard that yoi* will not believe that they are worth- 
lefs, upon our tejftiinony ; but mull learn, it from 
your .own fatal experience. Believe it, there is 
no true friendship but what is founded on the 
principle^ of piety, and virtue : and if you confide 
t/x thofe of a different character, you* will fooner 
er later be rewarded .with , treachery and falfe* 
hood ; and indeed the fcpner, the better j for 
their friend (hip is. infinitely more hurtful than 
any effects pf their .difpieafure. Again therefore, 
kt me befeech the younger part "of my audience, 
who have not yet themfelves thrown off all re- 
gard to decency, to give up all iriendfhip with, 
and avoid the foeiety of, thofe who, have. It is- 
ufually a hard facrifice, I confefsj but neceffary 
to your prefervation from the moft deftruftive 
courfes. What fignifies the fcornor refentment 
of a few hardened wrerches, compared to the 
peace of your own trends, the heart-felt pleafure 
you will give to every real friend, yojir comfort 
and happinefs in this life, and the w^ll-grounded 
hope of a bleffed immortality i , 

2. Let m$ ffyjrtly addrefs myfelf to parents,. or 
others who are entrufted with the education of 
youth. And, oh that I coujd makq you fenfible 
of the importance apd. difficulty of your charge ! 
There are njany, directions, which might be given 
ypu with refpeft U> education in general-, but I 
choofe to confine, my thoughts at prefent to what 
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is fuggefted by the qcwfiro »t*d futpeft of this 
difcourfe. ket it,tb*r4fetre,be jwur earn, to pre* 
ferve your children j, as mush arpoffiWej from die 
company and converfatioa * of profane perfons, 
especially thqft who are tainted, with infidelity 5 
and wh<?, as its natural jcquiecpenee, treat the 
exercifes of piety with owtompt afcd fcorn. To 
fuffer this, wi^n you can himkr it, is treating 
their fouls in the {ame manner, as you would do 
their bodies, if you placed dofes. of fweetened 
poifon in every corner of the hswk. . Yori will 
daily perceive how children -are formed by imita- 
tion, in their temper a*i<l fftaraem; they muft 
bear a re&mhlaftce to thofe from whom thoy re* 
ceive their fir ft unpreilion*^ but if this is the caft 
in genera^ how much, more muft they embrace* 
the principle*, and imitate the praiUce of their 
companions in pleafure I 

This caution is fc neceffiufy, tkrtt where con** 
fel and intreaty are not fdfieieatto procure conw 
pliance, authority ought to 'be interpofed* Mesne 
authority indeed wtU he very inefie&ual ; and' 
therefore I rauft particularly recommend to you 
an early attention to your children* opinion and 
judgment ; they foon form a judgment* and will 
give early marks of approbation and arerfion of 
perfons and chara&ers* Do your utmoft to make 
them efteem religion, as the greateft happinefs to 
every perfon, and the moft amiable part of every 
character* Make them feniiblc, from your con* 
duA> that it is not only your iincere choice, but 

greateft 
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greateft delight. It is- very fatal to them, when 
they are led to took upon it as a burden or con- 
ftraint. Habituate them eariy to corifider all 
other qualities as good for notHftg, whfcn jplety is 
wanting; and a perfon 6f a truly Chriftiari ctm- 
verfation as worthy of thehigheft'efteem, what- 
ever be his ftation or circumftances in 'other re- 
ipe&s. Remember it makes a part of the cha- 
racter of a good man, as drawh by the pfelmift 
David ", * in whofe eyes a vile perfen is defpifed, 
' but he honoureth them that fear the Lord.' T 
am perfoaded, that many, who truly fear God 
themfelves, are inadvertently guilty of a great 
miftake in this particular : they dHcover unhap- 
pily too much of their admiration or envy of 
the natural advantages of others, independent of 
their moral character. Dreft, furniture, and 
wealth, are looked upon as dlftinguifhihg advan- 
tages; and children are often fiifletfed' to indulge* 
tfeemfelves in mockery and deriflon; even where* 
deformity, poverty, aukwardneft, and things per- -* 
fbftly innocent in them&lves$ are tfeft only ob- 
jects of their fcorn. IntellaftOal abilities alfo,% 
comprehension of mind, andfprightlinefs of fancy 
are commonly much the objefty of efteeift; £nd 
young perfons are infenfibly led to admire thfefe r 
natural qualities, without at all confidering to 1 
what purpofes they are applied. This muft ne- 
ccflkrily have a fatal effect; and therefore parents 
ftioukl endeavour* as much as poffible, to pre- 
ferve upon their ow$ minds, and infptre their* 

X 3, children 1 
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children with, an eibeemof true piety; ancraho*-. 
ror and ayerfion at a. vicieu$ character, whatever 
advantage may happen t& accompany it. 

If due care is taken b&umc* in thi* refpe&, I 
am perfaaded it wiU, in a peat meafuce, prevent 
the danger arifing from the example or fioiicita* 
tion of the patrons of hnpiety. Their chief fko 
cefc depends on their real character's lying con- 
cealed, till k is fafe and proper to avow it. They 
inftil the principles of hrciigion, as a wife man 
Would do the moft (acred truths, by htde and 
little* as their difciptes are able to bear them, and 
always do k under the difguife of pleafurc* There 
15 nothing raoae different than the conrerfation 
and canriage of a- libertine, is the pre&ace of 
thofe vfwhom he ftands in awe* and among his 
felect companions ; aed even tbefe bft are bet 
gradually initiated into the- concluding and horrid 
fny&eries of profanity and blasphemy. Young 
minis therefore (haafcl be -early formed to fach a 
„, tafte, as t» lode for piety and virtue, before they 
wHi give their approbation or affc&ion.te any hu- 
man acconipliihments. Were this the cafe, they 
would not be fo often betrayed by fpecious ap- 
pearances, and drawn «in> by degrees, firft, to 
fiiffer ; then, to imitate \ and, at Jaft, to delight 
in the moft vkion* practices* 

While I am giving you thefe dire&ieas, I can- 
not help ©bferving, that you may fee the great 
neceffity of wifdom and prudence in the religions 
education of childrm- Apply yonrfeives to it 

witb 
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wrth JiBgeoce. It 4s an extenfiYe and difficult, 
hat, at the fame time, a, noble, v&fol> delightful 
fiudy. c And if any raon lacjk wifdorn y let hint 
* aflcof <k>d, who giseth to ajl men liberally, 
c , and upbraideth not.' 

. I &all now dofe this difeoturfe with a few* 
werck to profeffing Qiriftian* m general. 

My Brethren* when ^vicc =r«ars up ks head, and 
appears with iafcla&oe ajad boldneft, as it will 
certainly affefl: earery good ma» with concern, fo 
k is o£ great importance what treatment it meets 
with from the public. U it paffes without notice, 
we may canctede* that corrupt ipi* hath deeply in- 
dfeded the. whole mafi. If mea are afraid or 
afliamed to eyprefs their iad*g»atiea at it, we 
mayconclnde the conspiracy is formidable & and 
that the intereftof ^ntth.a©d |4ety is greatly on 
the decline. TEese are many, who, m cafes of 
grofs icandal, father chooftto keep themfdves at 
cafe, by forbearance andinditlgeace to the guilty* 
t&an mm the hazard of provglcijfg their refent- 
memv by aniaoocft dsoferattart of their real fend* 
j&eats. Nor is itfektom to he lob&rced, that the 
wry per&ns who do k*ft ba their own fphere, for 
fletnmieg the tide of profanity, are the firik and 
lopdefb in cooup)aixmg of the negligence of roagi£»" 
trates or paftors, in isfli&iag public pitniftq%ei>ty 
or cenfunes. 

. Whilft, therefore, I am endeavouring, m fossae 
measure, to difcharge my own duty, I muft aUb 
pit yon in i&t&d of yours- St is evidently the du- 
ty 
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iy of all who profefs to fear .God* to abftatn from 
the fociety of thofe who are gvofsly profane, with- 
out difcovering any fenfe of penitence^ or forrowv 
The truth is, I ought rather to make this a mark 
of true religion, and affirm, that all good men 
will do fo ; than inform them that they mould. 
There muft be a likeneis of difpofition among fa- 
miliar friends. Had you that abhorrence of im- 
piety that you ought to have, you would count 
the fociety of impious perfon* a ftain and re- 
proach to your own chara&ers. Of this I am able 
to give a very ftrong, and, at the .fame time, a 
plain and familiar proof. v Were any perfon known: 
to be guilty of theft and difbonefty, or any fault 
that is odious and difgracefbl in the world, every 
one would reckon his intimate companions almoft, 
if not to the fame degree, as abandoned as himfeuv 
The fame thing will certainly hold as to profanity 
or licentioufnefs ; though indeed it carries in it a- . 
melancholy proof, that fins againft piety or purity 
are far from being held in the fame abhorrence as* 
what endangers our fubftance or temporal intereft* 
I muft, however, here beg of you, to attend to a* 
lingular apd very ftrong paflage of the epiftle to 
the Romans. The apoftle Paul cloies his defcrip- 
tion of the profane world in the following terms : 
*: who knowing the judgment of.God, (that they 
* which commit fuch things are worthy of death)' 

v * not only do the fame, but have pkafime in them 
*- that do them.' I have looked into the original^ 

- and find the words juftly tyranflated j and you; 

fee>, 
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fee, from the conftru&tori of the fentence, the 
apoftle repreftnts ka^ingpfeafore in fenfual and 
wicked men, as implying a depravity of character 
fiiperior e«m t<Mh^of fenfuality itfeif. 

But as anotiating' with the profane is a mark 
of profanity* fe -e^ery degriefe of countenance 
given: to thettiv byperfofts of entire chara&er, is 
a fenfibte injury w the pufcHc. It ferves to put 
honour npdrr vfeej and in part to deliver it from 
that juft reproach which' ought to be the puniih- 
ine»t of the guftry, and a warning too others not 
to tread in their '-fteps. I hate, on feverai occa- 
fions^-oWerved, th« 4he jfrefent* period ex» ftatfe 
of things, in this 1 phfeg and congregation, demand* 
thegreafteft coacernfo* the puWic intereft of re-t 
tigkm. Crowing in number*, and' growing, 4t 
hope, in weakh, »the dR& -of your own and 
your fathers fcdoftry, you are- in danger ofttie 
introduction of a worldly tfptrifc : by the fifing ge- 
neration. Has 'every good aAar* ought, r with th^ 
tttmoft prudence and resolution, to typftofe; par* 
ticularly by doing alt in his powe*'t& prfeforve the 
honour and reipeft due t* time retigion, and** 
treating with contempt efrery ojperi enemy to that? 
important intereft. I fincerdy wifh yeto improv- 
ed, and poflirfied taf fcvery acctfmplifhment that is 
truly valuable; but beware of that falfepolitenefi, 
which confifts in little elfe than an opposition to 
religion and fobriety* And, indeed I am afraid 
we {tail not foon attain to any other ; at leaft,not 
4>y the help of thofe, wh^as they fet religion at 

defiance* 
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defiance, fo are equally ftrangcrs to that elegance 
and fenfe of decency which diihnguifhes perfons 
of higher rank. 

The word enemies of finncrs "are thofe who 
treat them wjth indiijgepce % fa Ipng^ts ,they con- 
tinue to juittfy or to palliate their loffthces. Noth- 
ing ferves to harden them more, than when no 
notice is taken of their crimes 5 and they find 
themfelves juft as generally, and as well received, 
as if they had done no evil. On the other hand, 
when they perceive the deep concern of others on 
their account, it is an excellent mean of bringing 
them to ferious reflection, and inducing them to 
tremble at themfelves. Wherefore, my beloved 
hearers, let me befeechytffTto preferve your horror 
of iin, notwithftanding the boldnefs of finners* 
Do every thing in your own power to reclaim the 
offenders* fieearncfbin yotirfnppHcations to al- 
mighty God* that hewo&ld fnatch them as brands 
from, the burning, and raife them up as trophies 
of his victorious grace. But while they continue 
in their enmity. tO'God, -forget not, otvyfcor oifcn 
account, the ap© AoJrc -counfei $ * have no feUo*- 
c .fhip wirii the tittiikiittful work* of darkneft, but 

rather reprove theraY 
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a Theft, il ? ia» That ypu wuld ivalk worthy tf 
God* who bath caUfrfyov into hi* ' kingdom and 
gkry. , - 

TH5 prefent ;,fta$e wa& intended^ to. he,-; -and I 
t^ink muft, -by eve«y pexfaautaf reBc<fHon> be 
admitted, to >e a c<mtiauftl:trialdf the forth ahd 
conftancy of a Chriftian. It i> i therefore a. duty 

we 

* It feems proper to acquaint the public with tH.e 
xeafon and intention of this publication. It had 
been the cuftom,in the college of New-Jerfcy, from 
its firft eftabliQjmcnt, that the prefident (hould 
preach a fermon on the Lord's day preceding com. 
mencenttnt, for ihe benefit of young perfons in ge- 

neial * 



we owe to dflieTsft ^ii^3l/%fet v iii aijteeia* man- 
ner, the elder t6 th« ^uttgeP^ ttP^^tS^'fUfilt- 
fill warning bf : the te*hp^atiitas^iirid r 4afeger^n W 
which they muff; ttf^ti^ffi^^t* ^jqto^'tf 
they mean to waMt hV Ate ^aths^f ffetf arid- vifL 
ttoe. It hath often 'otturreii t*> fciertatakdfea- 
ing on this fubjeit, HkiM # f falfe tedrW^lT'toa* 
dangeroHs, when it ilfflbfeft^fcteiJ t^eV *&>th&fc 
principles, and 'that cHaracTfcry vdticfc app*6adi 

the neareft t6 trot r^K|5ori/if WrfWithftUtfdki^ 

• ' + • r i i i. '• ■*« • ,'•'••■• tt&y 

•eralj and io the end,t ad4fcf# a fcactieula* exhor- 
tation to the feniors of th^t year, who were to re- 
ceive the fir ft degree in the arts, and leave college. 
This cuftom was very much approved by . the au- 
thor of the following feimon . and ' addrefs, on his 
taking charge of the college, arid therefore regu- 
larly continued. For fevrral years) the addr&is 
was fqunde^ upon, and had a particular relation to 
whatever had been the fubjec\ of the precedingdif- 
courfe. But in the year 177^ wihen the war \*tth 
Britain was actually begun, and every 'thing /cens- 
ed to breathe the fpirit of defence, he chofe Chjif- 
.tian Magnanimity, a.s %he fubje& of the difcourfe j 
and not knowing what might be > the event of the 
Important conteft, he thought it advisable to make 
a collection, or luminary, of aTl'tht advices' that 
had been given to the young gentlemen for' their 
conduit in life, U different years, under diflinft 
heads. This produced the one now pub! i (lied, 
which, with fome variations and additions, has heeti 
delivered to the clafs annually, Sometimes trie 'Sab- 
hath preceding commencement, sad fometimes om 
•commencement day, when -the' exerciCes left room 
for it. The author having now introduced every 

thing 



they : arc efiaseially different from it,, will be moil 
ready- to h&pQfaon an ui&eautious and unfufpe&ing 
mind. Therefore, if there is fuch a thing as a 
worldly virtue a iyfterfr of principles and duty, 
dilated by thfe %irk of the worfcl^ and the . ftan- 
dard of approbation or blame with the men of 
the world, rand tf this is at bottom, effentially 
different fron* afld ^batefeteea dire£tiy oppofed to 
the ififtt of the gofpel, it muft be of all others, 
the ineft : dangerous temptation, to pcrfons of a 
liberal education and an ingenuous turn of mind. 
This, if I am not miftaken^ is really the cafe. 
There are fame branches <of ' true* religion which 

Y arc 

thing that he thoaght of fufficient importance to 
find a place in it, and the length of the piece hav- 
ing become fuch as not eafily to'admit of its being 
all pronounced in one day, efpecially the day of 
commencement, he has been induced to publifh it 
together with the fermon which accompanied it, 
when fir ft prepared and reduced to a regular fyflem. 
He the more' willingly agreed to this, that feve- 
ral inftances have happened, of gentlemen, educat- 
ed at this college, fignifying, that they thoaght 
they had received advantage, in many actuations, 
by recollecting the advices given them at their gra- 
duation for their conduct in life. He therefore now 
puts the whole into their bands and into thofe of 
»H who are willing to acrejat of it, as the fruit of 
, long expeden^e and confiderablc attention to the 
courfe of human* affairs, earneftly wilhing that they 
may be ufc^ful and eminent as citizens, fcholars, pa- 
triots $ and at the fame time befeeching them, that 
in any ox all of thefe characters, they may neither 
f&rget nor be afhamed to be Chriflfans> 
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are univcrfally.,aff>rpyc4 M aa<|f ^bich, impiety .fc- 
feif cannot fp^ *&$$*> j^fh,^ftut^,an4 ifth 
tegritv inipeecli, bpnefy.:^ ^4^, Hiw wity 
and companion 4 to perfon^in.^iftregs, ' But tkene 
are other particulars, (j in wh^hjhe.worJ«il# virtus 
and the Ofriiiian yjrtu^ i#cm Jtp; be different 
things. Of th$fe t 1> , frail, fele# pn$,.as an* «xk 
ample, 1 viz. Spifitj, dignity >. or greafn^s ofwigdv 
This feems to j^ e^ejjy f *£the, wo$% **# % ** 
holds a very high place in the efieeaaof all.wor&U 
ly men 5 the bojdeft pretentions arc often >mttta to 
it, by thofe whotre^t,r^ip^.Wth negjeft, gnd 
religious perfon* w^h 1 4 jfd^afn, °r- defiance* r it ** 
alfo a virtue of a very dazzling appearance ; ready 
to captivate the mind* an4 particularly, tp make a 
deep' impfeffipn on , ypung, perfons, when they 
firft enter into lif^ # At the fame, time, the gof- 
pel feems to, ftand directly 7 oppofed to it. The 
humility of tho creature,, the . abaffment^and con- 
trition of . the finner, tixcl dependence- and feljf- 
denial of, the believer^, and above aLL the ihame 
and reproach of tbe r crpfe i^Tel^.,feem,t:0;Cpnjfpire 
in obliging us, to renounce it, t » 

What Hiall we fay then, my brethren ? Shall 
we faytl^at magnanimity is no virtue at all, and that' 
no fuch excellence £elongs^o f kun}an nature ? Or 
fliall we admit that ttiqre is bqauty a«d ^Koellence, 
in it — confeffing, at the Jtame,ith^e r , that it does 
rxr ' e -ng to religion, and only fay, that thoftghr 
mt v.ht this, we have many other and -better 
guali Us in its place ? To tbis I can never agree ; 

for 
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for every real 1 ticfcllienVe 'fc contfftent with every 
ot&er ;• l nay-, * frefy* rtid excellence is adorned and 
i»uft*ate*bf ^i^ r b4h&: Vices may be ihcon- 
Qft&tlt With drtft mltfaV but 'virtues never can; 
Andy 'taeffeto'lV ^s • -magnanimity' is an amiable 1 
* an& nebfe Qualify, orte of fh< greafeft ornaments" 
efvm^naturc^'fo'f affirnVtna^ it belongs only to 
tfM'ttftd ' ifftdfcffibS M^ttftfnfHWk every ap-> 
pear a&ee df the bnei l Svithfelt'rfie o&er, is not on- 

>fE^ ^ ho!yfcr^nlre% > I ^t'iVt , ^l^-i, do chiefly infift 
upon what is propCrtd huhlblg our pride, and to 
bring us 'toajoft appjfcHenffon of* our character 
-and ftate* r Fhis was wife and Juft, becaufe of that 
corruption and miferyinto which we- are fallen ;. 
. the contrary wottld ftb^b^dn u^njiiiti ' It is evi- 
dently more- neteffirry, in the prfcfent ftate of hu* 
man naturejto tetfbdin pride/ than to kindle am- 
bition. Bu* as;th£ Fcrtjitare pohits byt our ovW 
ginal dignity,' and tfief ' tftfe gWy 'of' our nature, 
fo «very trie ^kent^^ther^^augtit to afpire a& ' 
ter the nobleft- character, s&id to entertain th£ moft : 
exalted hopes. In the paflagfe which I have 
chofen asthefubJeft r orn^ydiftourfe, i: you fee the 
Apbftle exhorte ttofef Thrffalonians to walk fiiitably 
tothe dignity ytftntiFtha^after, and the impor- 
tant of thd^'iiMleges/VfiJch is a fhort but 
jiift* description of troe.-antf 1 genuine greatnefsot 
mkni. 

My fingle purpofe, fibin thefe words, at this 
time, 'is tofcxptaih and reeommerid 1 magnanimity 

Y a as- 
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as a Chriftian virtue; and I itifli to .A) it in fucli 
a manner, as neither to weaken its Urftre, morad* 
mit any -degree of that corrupt mixtaire*, by lrhkh 
it is often counterfeited' and greatly debafcd. 
Some infidels have in. terms affirnted, tbatvChri£- ^ 
* tianity. has* bsuiiihed* aiagnafninifo, ^i^d by its 
precepts of meekfcefs, humility, tod paaffirve fob*, 
million to Injury t has deftroyed thai noblenris of 
lentuaicnt, which rendered the* surest*' ibittuf- 
trious, and gives fo much roa^rffyoviidb' dignity to 
rl\e hiftories of Greece taml Rame* In oppafition 
to this, I hope- to bci able to-iipw that :*eal great* 
«efe is infeparable from flncere piety^ajsd that any 
d'efe&.ift the one, muft necefiaplybe a dafbern* 
able ble«)ifh in the otter* With th» Tttyw, I 
will, hVfty g^ve y*u tte ^Qfiwi^sof HM^naaimN 
:y in geaa?al,> 4s -a « natwal quality ; fecoxuiry, I / 
will fhew wfcat is necdBuy *© gj*r it ileal vafce* 
. as a mor$l virtue; md> thwdry, fliew that it 
Cities witji the moft^etftft bnghtne6i»a[ Ghrit 
tian graces after/- will improve the ibbjecTyby a 
practical application <rf what may be find £av your 
inftrae'rion and (Bre&foa. ! • ...■ . 

Firft, then, let me ftate the principles of mag- 
naniihity, in general, as a natural quality* I think 
it muft be admitted* *hat ^aa **heire ip:% real: dtf- , 
foenee between bodies as to fixei and bulk, as 
Well as other feniibk qualities, fcr there i» a, real 
character of greatnefs, or meaimels, applicable to 
the mind, diftinft from its other qualities or 
powers., It, is, however, I apprehend, a fimple 

irooreflio^ 
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,itnpreffiofr, • whkfr dannot .bemplasnedScxr further 
anahzed^ bht irayrtorffybeffak^a^ 
ti^ffed^'bfitsfc&^Sif, Thdfa my Ire foramed up 
In dbe fbliomng ipaiticidlrs : .to magnanimity it 
belongeth, -to* attempt? ,u Great and. difficult 
things $ a. ^oiaipire: after; greafcand valuable pof- 
feftton&v J* To encoaaat^r. dangers with cefolu- 
taoar; 4* ToiftrQg^citgaiBfb difficulties with per*- 
^araiKe>^-:aiK^ ^..Tafbcar fufferingsiwith for*- 
titudetandpatience; <'- 

' ur'Jft bdongsrt^wiagaanimity tt^ attempt great 

^id difficult tkingB. ThofV who,, from a love of 

floth and eafe,< negtefh the exercife, or improve- 

- tos^ af\hen- powers ; and-thoie who apply them 

imh ewnfagreat aQidxtky and attention, tfo things 
mean orirf fmalii£oia^c<|dtencey are. ^ plainly defti- 
tute^this tpa&lifcy. ;, W£iperc$iye<a nteannefs and 
wantof fpirifcin thi*rei£G&, when particular per*, 
ions fail below- th4k rank in. life, or wheny as is 
too frequeii^theKrt^iaa^rffa^, ,they fall be- 
low human ,-natiurer ^l£*r/;Wiieft:' a«, princq* op 
other* <perf6a*e£; the ;fo^^t^^>^i|d^;ii^/^tancein 
human lifer bufies hxmfe$,in jaojfclwg but. .the 
moft triflmg (am*rfemeBt$^ or art§fo£' little value, 

. me tall il mean ;, and. wh$n any map* ; endowed 
wiifetationat'pfcwcjs, . l^fe^i ,thei2?t through negleft* 

. oBiidcftrajrs themi^y thearu)& gi?ovelUng C^n&alU 
tgty we-fayheis^aiog.bdow hiafrfelfo : ,The con- 

1 trvary of thisi thmeSore> .ox 1 the vigorous, exertion 

oialLour powers, *nd.^articularjy, the, applka* 

;..... Y 3 .. . . tion 
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tion of them to things of moment .and • difiiailty, , 
is red magnanimity. 

2. It .belongs- 1» magnanimity, to arpirc after 
great and valuable porTeffions. It is move; difficult 
property to iilufixate this as * branch of magnaoi-. 
mity, becaufe of its frequent peraerfion, which 
will he afterwards, explained*, it fecrak, however* 
to be necefiasily included in tb&general charaAtr~ 
A great rutod ba& great Capacities, otd^oymcnt as 
well asaftion* And as tharebtt diflbmce be- 
tween Ac bkffings,in oar vkw»- both in point of 
dignity and extent> fa& awim will not. be. eaafily 
fatbfied, or put op. with win* ia either mean or 
fcanty, whik he can acquire and. poflefc a better- 
and more extenfoe portion* * .The, large, and it** 
creaifing: defires of dkue human^iomd^ haafe ofca 
been made an argument* £b& th» dignity of our .na- 
ture, and our having . been : made, < for- feawdnng^ 
tliat is great and eacelknfe. .. ■ ■ . - 

3- It belongs to ategnaxdontp to eneottnter- 
dangers. with refotatioib. Iriisas iidcparjdbte from*, 
and conftitrateg a leading* part* .of jdir *biraQsr.- 
Even tke tnoft gradient aid • jwlnatilf {traces to 
mankind, if they are atttsriwL wkfa no^diffictdly 
at all, or meet with no opposition* though tfaqr 
retain the character of utility, yetyior want sS this> 
circumftance, the; lofc that of gtcatoefsj Coinw 
ago :is always confidfired'as a><giMEb qttaiky^ st has 
had the admiration, or rather'adflcation* of.naan^ 
kind in every age* Many* wheat *hey fpfiak of 
magnanimity, mean nothing elfe but courage, and 

when 
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wfeB thj$y fpeak otmeaftnefo have little other 
idea but that of timidity. Neither is. there* t 
think, *f^. human, w^ajattefo that is more the ob- 
ject of contempt andidifdain, than cowardice, 
whidty when applied to life in general, is coiaa- 
manly called gw^aniniity. 

4. ft belongs to gjfcatnefe, to ftruggle agaihft 
difficulties with fteadmeft and p^rie^rance, Ber- 
feena^e ^iBOthiag etfabut c©ntin«ed>and inflex- 
ible courage^ We fee foa»e perfoiw, who fhew 
the greateft aftratpaod :foidndi f6fc.afeafcnj but 
time aad appofitio© weaken their force, and 
feenx, iftl na^ifpeakjib^ t© e^^hauft their cdurage, 
as if they wafted the power by the exertiqn. Per- 
ie*e*a*Ke, therefore, i&neceilarytogreatnds. Few 
d^ge «re MhQre^, cantrory to tfcia character, iSaan 
JlcMenerfs and tiiifieathnefc. "We .comowrriy join 
Jogefiher, the characters *>f Jweafc. aiid changeable. 

.5. In the Iaft piace x ifc»b&Ic«g*to gjceatnefe to 
bearikifsringff with fartkade and patience. This 
is a kindred ^quality tatfte former a^feneceflary 
to cotnfdtse th£ chamber erf magttamnaity, Such * 
i$ the nftate ^f htown *hing?> *h«t fcfifering iain 
oneway on another, vfeolly ,unavoidihte» It often 
b^ppeoSi. that 4iScuJti«p>c9«nat}:be removed^ or 
enemies cannot be conquered \ ^and thenk is the 
laft effort of greatoefs of miafbKO* ^ear *be 
weighs of time one or the cnJelfcy of t&c othel>, with, 
firnaowfs ■ and patience* t -This TOtae* has always 
been of tfae.jgrcateft repBtefcioB* It is a well 
Jmown faying, of a heathen phtiofopher, that a 

' great 
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great man, fiifllrin^ wfth ftivihc?Meipattence, un- 
der a weight ofmirforttiries, w tffighrV which 
even the godsmiikfcehofcl vWth'adttlirafiOtti i: 

Having thus' pofrrtetf edit 1 thfe ^rlhcipie*, of ra<- 
ther enumerated the chtef cUfe&iof tttaghanimity, 
as a natural quality 5 &t 'us'noW; 'ki j] the fecond 
'place, confider What is^ fce*dI3fry td" give it real 
value, as a moral virtue. 1 'Thte- ii of' tWutmoft 
importance, and niuft 1 appe^rfc^WM 1 Wh* trill 
confider the fobjecT: With attefttioir. That I may 
fet the matter irt as dear a -light fc* pdflibte, ob- 
fcrve, that tor renda* magnanimity a valuable qua- 
lity, it mufl: further have the follotfiftg charac- 
ters. * '■ *'" ■ L '' K '• 

1. The abject of ofcrdefires maft bejuft a$ 
"Well as great. Some of the noWeft powers of the 
human* mind, havfe often becft exerted in invad- 
ing the rights, Irtftead of promoting the intereft 
and happiiieft of tftarfemd. 'As the hi&ory of the 
World, is Uttfe Sib rhafl the kiftory of human 
guilt ; fb; "ihany of the- ihoft' iOuftrious names, 
tranfmitted dowtr to » us, have been thofe of the 
moft active and fttceefsft! deftroyers of their fel- 
low creattires. There maybe, and there have 
been ittftich' perfonsy many or moft of the in- 
gredients of natural <greatndfs of l ftrind, but thefe 
have "only ferVe*cr tb 'make l the ehJanlftersy in the 
eye of reafon, more hideous and deteftable. 

i. Our" defocs ought to'be governed by wif- 
dom and' prudence 1 , *as well as jufltcek ' If any 
perfon either forms difficult £ rojecls, or afpiresv 
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after great p90fcflion? j iipd *a p^pjjecution of his 
pjpyoft? , *xeits cve&,fp, v jwch,c,otjri>gG, fojtitud* 
andp^iflnG£;^yefeif, tjjiefe ^lefig&s are lefs ufefol* 
.Qrthefe,.pp{Ie#ions lefs.. valuable, than oth$£s to 
vrj>iqj* JUe ^ig]#;have applied ,the faoie talents, it 
jcanoot-tdefery^j^naaae of true magnanimity. 
If any p^rfofy for e^uwple* forms a refolution of 
earning. hi§ , flpjl, jn fuch. feats pr, performances 
as have nothing pp . yjsry little valuable Jn. th^ro, 
bijt, that' tbq^ a^-fliflkylt and upco*r|nKH*j I 
.thiqk no r maji wijl pretend that he h^s any tkle 
UMte character- pfi,gi#ata?fs of mind, otherwife 
a ropesUnasr. aught be a h^rp** Qr> if any pen- 
fon ihould fpend a whole life in the ^noft un- 
wearied aff&catipflL tp jbe *fingje purple of smb- 
cvfrnjlating: v$*fch, <^9^ve^,vaft T fctf4fcfinb v for 
however ^fiwffltfe&'M* . Aurcpft,; hi?, n*erk wo$d 
bev«ry£naJOU N#yrrwe#iuft.lje ftpfiWe .. th# .he 
has loft wzny oppprtuj«ttes .qf;,dqing %nal iffl- 
vice to mankind, and of accpprjng jflor$ vah*aWc 
and dtifabl* &wjtm^tw}$ejTi putftjit of ,fjiis, 
which,, aft§r, all, w$ difappfinkkjfcs b$pes< , ; - 

3., The principle pfj.acljp.n laiu&.b?, honojjp- 

able,, a* wqU ,as the. at^h^enfents .illyftnous. . If 
a perfpp $P9! *hmg*. fvj$r fa exfj^wiina^, in 
i^eirnatwe, -o^erc^g^^v^. gp$#^ &j&cnltie$ 9 
qr brave*. fcha.n»9ft/<?rmi^l? <jlangi?rs,, jnerely to 
make ,hi§ ;n*mie fcj$oi#*w£ muft at,<*ne& perceive 
bow, mjucht k det* a{b e#en #ro;n, his , n^roe itfelf. 
This is not the fenguage.of relfgionupnly, it k, the; 

towage of. r«afon f qo&tJte diftfre o,f, the kwp* 
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heart. An Infatiable thirft of . praife >£ is fa far 
from being amiable, that it is hatefuJl or cpntenip* 
t?Wel I am fenfible that a thirft of faine^ is not 
onty apparent In, hut feems to l^ave ,been confe£» 
fed by many of ihe moft Jiftinguifttfi heroes $of 
antiquity \' but as it* certainly does^abajte, in a-, 
good degree, the luitre' of .their great ,a&ion^ , ip~ 
thfc* mdulgence' that* is given them, upon thi* 
head; is -wholly owing to* the. difajd.vantages; ^hay- 
lay tmder, in a ftate of tieathenini\,*ntf their. ig* 
norance of a better and nobler principle. * Nirth- 
- c fag,' fays an eminent author* c can be great) 
• the conternpt df which is great }'. and, theref orey 
if- a contempt of riches, a neglect of. fame, and a 
readtnefi'to facriSSce bet£ to duty aad ufe&L&efsv 
is dte ttf the moft" glorious! characters wae .can 
conceive, it is plain," that nbt the deeds, but the 
principle is the evidence, and not the head nor 
the hands of man, but the heart is thereat of ge* 
nutne greattiefs. ' v ; ; 

J 4. In theiaft place, jtn order to real greatnefs* 
every atte/npt muft b$ poffifciile and rational* per- 
haps probable. 'Notnirig is more cprnmon thanu 
to find perftins, tinder the pretence f pf great and 
illu'ft^nvdefigns, ^profecuti^g,wha|: is not of -any 
vafae when ohfcalhed; and' at the fame time fcarce*- 
ly poffible, arid n<5 way probable to be obtained at 
all* Thte ' fe ' decking altogether firoxn tfee Hue 
of greatnefs^arid go^ng into the pa A pf exteavar* 
ganee, Again, fhoiild any man undertake what 
he was altogether unabk to perform, however e»-! 

• } - ' celient 
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ceilent thedkfi'^n were in : itfeljE^ ,w^ would not 
dietiifr n° even with tjie name pf f . ambition ;, be 
wcmld acquire and deferve the charafter, r not of 
grcatnefe, but or Folly or madneis. . t 
. On thfe wh6lfe, it is plain that thefe moral \ prin- 
ciples, mtrft enter into the compofition of true 
greatnefsVari'd rnat,' when they are wanting,, the 
natural characters mentioned before* degenerate 
intavicej'ahd affuhie the names of pride> ambiti- 
on, terroirity, ferocity and obftinacy. . , 

This leads me, in the third place, to fhcw,jiot 
fcnly that there is nothing in real religion^ con-, 
trary tb magnanimity, but that there, and there 
enly, it appears in its beauty and perfection* Let 
joat *bnefly run over, and apply to religion, the 
. -above-mentioned ingredients of magnanimity* 
il It is to attempt great and difficult things. 
Religion calls us to the greateft and moft nobte 
attempts, whether in a private or gublic v^w^ 
In a private view, it calls us to refift aud-fubdue 
-every corrupt and tinful pamqn, r vhoweyp: firpngr , 
ly the mfchilgettce is folicited by tl^e /tempting : oh~ 
jecT:, dr r^cbmrhehcled by the artful feduper. The 
importance arid difficulty of this ftruggle, appears 
not only from' the holy fcriptures, but from tha, 
expenenceand teftimony of mapl^md ra, every < 
age. What cautions are given by Solomon iipon, 
this fubjeift ?" '* He that" is flow to anger, ,is>bet- 
' * ter than the mighty : and he that ruleth his 
< fpirit, than he that taketh a city/ The wifttfl 
Heathens have inculcated the neceffity of felf» 

government 
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government, and the danger of furroundin^ temp- 
tation, by many inftrucilve itnagtfs. Bat »whjr 
fbould I extend this part of thte &bje£r*? How few 
are fuccefsful in this attempt i This- alone it** 
fufficient proof) that it is great and difficult, ted 
every perfon exercifed to godlitieft, -will be a* 
bundantly fenfible of it, from *tb* -ftate o£. Us 
Own heart* ** ' ••*-.■•. } , , 

In a public view, every good tna» is called to 
live and act for the glory of God* and' the good 
of others. Here he has as extenfive a <focne of 
a&ivity, as he can poffiWy defire. ' He'i* not- in- 
deed permitted to glory or to fauU an altar <to 
his own vanity t but he is btfth pdrmkted anddb* 
ligbd to exert his talents, to improve his time, to 
employ his fubftance, and to hazard his life in 
his Maker's fervice, or his country's caufe. * Nor 
am I able to conceive any character more truly 
great than that of one, whatever be his ftatkm or 
proieffion, who is devoted to die public good on* 
der the jjnmcdiate order of Providence. He- 
does not feck the bubble reputation in the dead- 
ly breach, but he complains of no difficulty, and 
refutes no fervice, if he thinks he carries the 
ootomiffion tf the King of kings. 

a. The truly pkms man afpires after the- great- 
eft and moil valuable pofleffions. He defpife, 
indeed, the uncertain and the unfatisfying enjoys 
ments of time. His defires after prefent enjoy- 
ments, are fubjefted to the will of God. ' He has 
given them up without refervei yet his heaivenlyi 

Father 
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a«d*hoodbre,teit»fth^^,?fVii types, to.receivp , 
what h Ml3^to^*mrt&kFY fj 7w4. Wieyes;that aj 
littte that! a jaft'pifo* Jte*tfr» is,pc*tqr than the rich- 
es «tf f afia»^iH Aed4i • Bpt jtfce^gloripus, olyeft of 
the dlrtfti«n>fenl|biony k |be, jiab^ritaiice ,incor^ 
rufkittesMft gjMie&fct ^4 > that fadeth, nqt 3! 
way* The honourable relation he ftands in to 
Odd ail thi**utapte4 ,qhM 4iv .Chrjft Jefos, inclines ' 
ahd>auUloiife» ^flfc*o),h^/oir this purchafccl 
poflcffio*, amd^B^ftHcft hippf tq look: down with 
becoming UtfjfcffepwflBft .0ij.4k ? t}^ gtory of this 
f nmfitdry mrortttd Lf fy4^4cn.j>nan glory In { his 
rid*d^rtMjA<toi*^e^ ; he 

arty glories- 1 «Mhk» : <tb&t t >fc fcnpweth the. Lord, 
andibalL -be* wi^brbi^i fp$,erver,- }.<:/' 

3- True, /piety .e^counfqrs the ^greataft dangers 
wrth jrefohtfiony . .JJJh* jqpr.cf ..,^cjl. : is the only 
ctfetiml totttti W> 4#W tfs, ftw* the fear of man. 
Expefcrance Jba*. abpi\dapt^v Q&Yfn* . t Jiat the fer- 
Yrtrits of Cbriftvjttv^ .ad^g^d^to his. caufe, and 
m;*de prote&oa of b^fiaax^ ifi pppofition to all 
the tecrow^h^ch.i^jEeraal policy could prefent to 
tbtm r «ftad allthe fairings, with which the mod 
favage inhumanity go#U afflict them. But as 
thk)b^tadg^ ; ^>:tJ^Q eafe of perfecution for con- 
faience jfabtj ^J^bi/l^jr. t^ie^pf c^iU^r kind$els of 
Providence, is e$€$edii>gly. n*re £jnpng us, it is 
proper, "to pbfervsj that every fhriftian has Fre- 
quent fcpport unities (o£ r^apifefting a holy refolu- 
tkm <m> eacpuatewgvthe ,r t eprp^ch and derifion 

Z .of 




266 Cbriftian Magnanimity. 

of worldly men, fpr &km$§ ^ r ty? duty. . . A nd 

when we confider how hard it is to bear reproach 
and, fcora,, ca^eji, jn.. fcri^tjure, Uhe, trial, of 
4 cruel pt^^ingsVthere^Wjili appear ^o be ,no fmall 
mea&re of digpty and ^9%* .in himy jyho can" 
calmly futynfc tp f itj fi^na every garter, rather 
tbpn depart fronts duty., There are not a few 
who are a|ptfp ;; bpa.i^Qf tj^eir^r^tand refplution^ 

who are jfyak 5 imaM&to .lK^. / jr^pi^auch^ .9H4 JP^uol- 

ly make the fent^nents of pliers, and the caprice 
of faction, the rule.pf, dutjf, in place of the clear 
dictates, p£ a>nfcience T apd, tjie . wprd of God. 
How contemptible is ttyis A compared ^o the con- 
duct of th^t, ma,p, : ,whpf$el$s, rjp ( fame, but by ho- 
neftmeans^.an^ fears np jre^roa^c.h for,honeft ac- 
tions, but contents himfelf with a filent and be- 
lieving regard to him who fceth in fecret, and 
who ihajl at. laft Jhrinif . eyery ( worl^ into judg- 
ment. , .,-,.. . _ r , , ... .. . 

4. TTrue; pi#:y f#rfeveje$ wjth cpnftancj in op- 
position tp cpntinued tria), ,. This is indeed what 
4iftiuguiibe^ the.jChriftian .^rarfase. from that of 
every other. . It cpntiixues, . tfirough life,, and t$c 
laft enemy t<& be overcome is death., In all the 
conflicts befcweenr mejx on .earjh, tbe. i/Iue may be 
fpeedily : expected, and the reward immediately 
beftowed ; but in religion, it is only he who fhall 
endure to the [end that flwll be faved. \This jadds 
greatly to the difficulty* and feems to ihewj| not 
only the excellence and. beauty, but the real 
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dignity and magrianiihify of the chriftiafa- charatr- 

5. In tlic laft' placd, J 'trife pi^'endrfres ftitffer- 
irig with ' patience and'' fbhituoV. ! tf wte relfcft 
upon* the number of fuflfering martyrs,' l wliofe 
tefttmonies are upon f&ord, wi ffiall 'fee with 
what calmriefs and compofilrciXWift'wh^ttndatmt- 
<tf ffrhineTs,' ahJ 8 ftm l idfa& ' wWw&tt fcxukation 
and triumph thfcy Uvfc'g&rii' tb'lA' ^Krfftld; or been 
tied to a flake. 'Tian any pefffrrt, think you, who 
Lath gone to this field of battle; iri queft of glo- 
ry, or who* hath braved the; 1 danger 6( the feas> 
in queft of wealth erf pbwei*, be' btice compared 
with thoft who have 1 cKferfulty given tip their 
precious' life, or fubmfttfed their bodies to the 
torture, to keep thetr confeidnces tiridefiled ? But 
*my brethren, chrtftiaii patience is much more 
frequently tried iri another manner. The belie- 
ver has made an unreferved furrender of himfelf 
: and his alii to the dilpofal 6f providence : His 
faithfulnefs to this prtoiifei fe brought ' almoft 
every day to the' trial; "*' For the chriftian then to 
fuffer reproach, without rendering evil for evil, 
Or railing for railing , to be fubmiflive under the 
lofs of fubftance, and fay with Job, c Naked came 

* lout of my mother's womb, and naked fhall I 
4 return thither : the Lord gave, and the ' Lord 
c hath tak£n away ; 'bleffed be the name of the 
4 Lord/ — To yield up relations, and to fay with 
David, * I fhall go to him^ but he fhall not re- 

* turn to me/ To look forward to approaching 
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death, and fay with the Apoftle Paul, * I am now 
* ready to be offered, arid the time of my depar- 
ture is at hand.' This is magnanimity Ijideedj 
this is the moft folid glory to which any child of 
Adam can pofBbly attain. 1 proceed} in the laft 
place, to make ibme- practical improyement of 
what hath beerifaidl 

l. You may leirn, from w*at his been fatf 
that whenever honour differs from /confidence, 1 *t 
is a treacherous guide } wherever spirit* and dig- 
nity of mind| as a worldly vjrtue, differs froui 
true religion, and even from the fimplicity of the 
gofpel, it is r falfe and fpurious. •' The gofpel, 4t fe 
true, will not fuffer men to fcek revenge, or to 
delight in it;." ft, will humble them in' toe fight 
of God, and make them felf-denied in the pre£* 
ence of men, yet it will'conftrain them not to ro- 
fufe any duty to; the one, or any ufeiuTfervice tp 
the other. It will not fuffer them to be ambi&- 
ous of higher places of honour and truft, but it 
will make them active and zealous in the duties 
of that place, in which they already are. It wifl 
not iiiffer them 'to recent injuries and gratify re* 
v enge, but it will make them witKi^and a king 
upon his throne, if he prefun\e to interfere in the 
matters of their God. What is there here that is 
not noble? 

After allf the teftimony in favour of true piety, 
is universal, if carefully attended to. Every one 
moft acknowledge, that oftentation, and love of 
praife and whatever is contrary to the felf-denial of 

the 
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the gpfpel, tarui^e$ x the beauty of the great $ft ac- 
tions. Courage and modefty, na,erit and humili- . 
ty, majefty and condefcenfion, appear with ten- 
fold glory, when they are united $ it. is impoffible 
to feparate them > %o diyidp, is to deftroy them. 
They are like light and fhade in a pi&ufe, which 
are neceflary to eacn other,' and wnicn, by their 
union, constitute the beauty and augment the 
luftre of the piece. * So 'true i$ thfs,' that 'the 
higheft poliih that apy perfon can receive in 
commerce with the wbrld^ is to have ah apparent 
difpofition to prefer the intereft of others to his 
own, to guard againft every degree of offence, 
and to be^always ready to* oblige. I have often 
been pTeafedwith that obfervation of a foreigner 
of high rankf, th^ worldly politenefs is only an 
imperfeft imitation of CHriftian charity, it is no- 
thing elfe but a ftudied appearance of that de- 
ference to the judgment arid attention to the in- 
tereft of others, which a true Chriilian hath as 
the rule of his duty, and' the. difpofition of his 
Iteart. r > 

2. Suffer me to obferve, that as Chriftian- 
magnanimity k more Wcellent than that of the 
world, it is alft> more practicable, and, in fact, 
more universal. Worldly magnanimity* is what 
always requires fuch talents, as do riot fall to 
the lot of many, and fuch opportunities for its 
exercife, as feldom occur. . The road to heroifm 
is not open to every man. But that magnanimi- 
ty 1 , which is the fruit of true religion> being in- 
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deed the produd of divine grace, is a virtue of 
the heart, and map ie attained Jag perfons c£ 
mean talents and narrow poffeffions, and in the 
very loweft flat ions of hrnnan life. In fad, there 
have been, and are daily examples of it in every 
rank. We fee the heroic fortitude of -the mar- 
tyrs, as manifeft inthofe of early years, and the 
weakeftrfex* asia anytrfher^aod whoever will 
%nfit*t^folkary wa)ks of life, may find, in the 
loweft Aatiom, buraifcty, thanfcfulndls, patience 
trader affltftron, and fufawiifluju rto providence*. 
&ch as would do ^honour Ao rthe xnoft approved 
virtue, send the ;rao& xnfightenod mind. To 
defpife*idbes, and^oftrain the inactions of "envy 
find impatience, in/a -needy ftafce,is perharps as 
truly nobie as T»»impiwcdbe^«ifely in a/highcr. 
Thus, the honour whiq)^ k chiefly defirabk, & 
equally open r to the cich^ndrto the poor, to the 
•learned and to (the mrtrarned, -to the wife and to* 
the tmwife, as itconaeth rfrom God, who is-no 
nsfpe&cr of perfen&*~~ Q&fr of the beft iand hap- 
pieft effe&s of ferious reflection is, to bring ns^ 
in a great raeafcre, aH upon at level, as indeed, in 
one moft important Trfpeft—*<tte;magiftr ate witk 
his robes, the fibular with inBiloaxmng* - and&he 
day-labourer, that foods unnoticed, are all jipos 
the fame fbotin^Hfor we muft alt appear dxtap 
the Judgment-Seat of (thrift* 
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Qeofhrnerty, 

* yw haare jhh* &Hfhe&the ufual coorfe 
of ftudy in this place, and are to enter 
Apoa. public dife in a variety- «f ways, as each 
ihall be determined by inclination or x>ther cir« 
cumftances, J willingly embrace the opportunity 
«*f addreffing an exhortation to you, at this in>- 
jpostant and interefting period of your lives* I 

do 
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do not mean to fay much, if any thing, that you 
bare never heard before j but to lay hold of your 
prefent fituation, with fome hope, that what 
may be faid ribw, will remain upon your memo- 
ry, and have an influence upon your future con- 
duft. That I may fpeak with the greater clear- 
nefs and precifion, I will divide what I have to 
fay, into three branches, J. ,Your duty to God, 
and the interefi of your fouls. 2. The profecu- 
tion of your ftudies, or the improvement of your 
talents, as 'members of fociety. 3. Prudence in 
your commerce with the world in general, your 
outward provifion and other circumftances in 
life. 

As to the firft of thefe, it is to all men of the 
greateft moment. Some of you, I know, and 
more, I hope, are intended for the fervice of 
Chrift in the miniftry. To this we have the iini- 
verfal fufirage, that true religion is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, with which I heartily agree. But I wiih 
thofe who are deftmed for other employments, 
may not fometimes make a comparifon here un- 
juft in itfelf, and dangerous, perhaps even ruin- 
ous to their own fouls. Becaufe true religion is 
neceffary to a minifter, and they are confeious to 
themfelves, or at leaft fufped. that they are with- 
out religion \ inftead of laying to heart the things 
that belong to their peace, they only determine 
that they will follow fome other calling. But 
alas, though the difference to the public is very 
«rcat| tnc difference to the perfons themfelves, 

feems 
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ftems to me but very fmall. A clergyman with*v 
out religion H6 be '*ftare & * dreadful chara&ea, 
-and, when vifible, adeteftable one; but truly 
one would think, at the clofe of life, it will be 
but little comfort to a man, that he rauft go to 
the place of torment, no* is a minifter, but as a 
lawyer, phyfician, foldier, or merchant. There- 
fore fuffer me to fij to you, and to all whp now 
hear me, that the care of your fouls is the ' one 
( thing needful.' All mankind, of every rank, 
denomination and profcflion, are finners by na- 
ture. Tie ministers of the New Teftament have 
received a commiffion to preacfr the gofpel to 
every creature : ' He that believeth fhall be faVf- 
* ed, and he that believeth ndt {hall he damned*' 
While I fsfy tiiiO, tbeg^f you to consider tha* 
the advantages which ^ou have enjoyed, will be 
an aggravation of your guilt, if they are unim- 
proved. There is ah equky as well as wifdonjn 
often to be obferved hi the. providence of God. 
Unlefs reafons of foverdghty, that is, reafca* 
unknown to us, prevent N it, judgment will be in- 
fli&dd, when a perfon or people is ripe for the 
ftroke. Therefore, as. fome plants and feeds, 
both from their own nature arid from the foJl 
and^fituatioh fn which they ire placed, ripen 
fSfcfiier than Others, lb fdrtfe ^erfons; by the 
early pains taken upon- them, arid the privileges 
they have •enjoyed, iill up the meafare of their 
iniquities fdoner thin others, and are more 
.fpeedily overtaken -with defcrved vengeance. 

There 
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There ifot many common fayings that are the ef- 
fects of error and prejudice ? for ' example, that 
which you will betoldiby many, 'that the children 
6f good' meh are as "bad as any. irthis is inten- 
ded to insinuate that A regular and pious educa- 
tion affords rib l ground to hope for good beha- 
Vrotir in afterlife, 'if is' at oncfc coritrary to reafon 
and experience. ' But tf we ftiould fay that when 
young perions j>iotffly educated, i>urft reftraining 
bonds afunder, and 'are {educed into vicious couf- 
fes, they commonly run'fafter and farther than 
others, it is a certain fact, which may- be eafily 
accounted for, J and affords an important inftruc- 
trontdalf: 

- After iritreating you tb lay religion to heart, I 
rnuft befeech' ^ou to guard againft being too eafily 
fatisfied in 1 matter of infinite moment. Do not 
think it enough* to be prudent, cautious, or de- 
cent in yduf conduct, or to attain a character 
formed upon Worldly principles, and governed 
by worldfy mdtivts." 1 afa hot againft (as you all 
know} introducing every 'argument againft fin, 
and fliewirig you* that Ioofe practices are ruinous 
to name, bcfcry, and eftate.' "Neither is it wrong 
that you (hould fortify every pious refolution by 
the addition of tfiefe motives. But alas ! the 
evil lies deeper. * Except a man be born again, he 
' cannot enter Into the kingdom of God.' True 
religion muft arife from a clear and deep convic- 
tion of your loft ftatfc by 1 nature and practice, 

and 
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and all unfeymed reliapce on the par^psing uier» 
cy and f^n£tj^ng.gracejOf G04.. .,..., ,.. 

Suffer me*, upon this . fobjeft A qa^n^ftjy tx> rier 
commend to all that fear God, to, apply themjTelv^g 
from their e^rlieft youth! to, Jhe e^er v cifes qf 
piety, a life 6f player .and communion with God. 
This is the fource frpnv which a real Chri#ian 
muft derive the ilecr^et ^coipafpr^ of hi;?, heart;, awl 
which alone, will give ftpsujtyr» ^pnjj^njcy, and 
uniformity to an exemplary life. f v The reafon wjb,y 
I have mentioned it pn, this, occasion isj.that 
youth, when the foirits.arp lively and the affec- 
tions vigorous and ftrong, is ^he feafon when 
this habit muft be formed. There are advan- 
tages and difadva^age*, ajtendipg every, ftage, 
of life. An aged Cftriftjan, will, aaturaljj . gro\y 
in prudence, vigilance^ . ufefulnefs* attention to 
the courfe of providence, and fubjedtion. to the 
divine will > but will feldom attain to greater fer* 
vour of afle&ion and life in divjine w,orihip» than 
he had been afcuftome^I tp frqm^s^eajrly, years* 
On the contrary* he wiU generally » £es it aficef* 
fary inftead of trufting tot occafional. }mpuMes tp 
guard and ftrengthen the. habit by, order and 

Be companions q£,thejn th?\t fear God. Efteem 
them always mpft., highly* an<| fliun, as a con- t 
tagious peftjl^nce, ^tl^, (9qipty not onjyi^ loofe 
perfons, but of. thQfe.efpeci^ly, whom you per-, 
ceive to be infe&ed with the principles of infide-. 
Jity, or enemies to the power of religion. Many. 

of 
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of theft are ina(hfm9re r d«ag(^PU64o r ^Q^; per- 
fons than ope©, profligates. As fpr thefe lift, 
decency is againft JJusw, ^ wprld u£tf con- 
demns them, itpfcn dp%flfc4l*pn, a#d.prudence 
fhuns them. He mpft^h^^e avv^ry r i|#an ,taft$ 
indeed who isxanabfoofi £p$98 pMwT e in di£ 
order and riot, If I t ji# no^^b^tj^ftifls on 
earth than in eating, an4 t ^irii^kiog, Iifo^ld not 
chufe to cat anddri^^hth^drp^feqn^ ; Qrder 4 
neatnefs, elegance, and <veq moderation itfelf are 
npceffary to exalt, and nefine the pleafurea of ?. 
fenfual life. Therefore I will not ' allow myfdf 
to fuppofe, that I fhall afterwardf hear pf apy.qf 
yon roaring ancj (wearing: in tavecro* or wafting- 
your bodied and eftates, by lewdnefs and de- 
bauchery, or that you take pleafurf in thofe who 
do fo. But he efpecially careful to avoid thofe 
who arp enemies to vital piety* who do Mot pre* 
tend to fpeak dire&ly againft religion, bur give 
every vile name they can think of, to all who 
feem to be in earneft on that fubjedfc, and vilify 
the exercifes of religion under the names of 
whining, cant, grimace, and hypocrify. Thefe 
are often unhappily fuccefsftd in making feme 
uncautious perfons aflian^ed of their Redeemer's 
name, his truths, hjjs law?, bis ^pple* and v hi^ 
croft. > n 

I need hardly oWerve, that this is hot to bfi. 
underftood as recommending pharifaical pride 
and fupercilioufneis, far, left aralh andpreiump- 
tuous judging of the ikte of others. It is not 

only 
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otiy lawfal, bOt'dM* titity, to haVefc free com- 
munication with our fellow 'rftizens, for the pur- 
pofes c#ltteiaT?l&: It is*riptV>rify lawful but our 
duty .to Tie- courteous' aintf tb gite every proper* 
evidence of relped and' attention to others, ao** 
cording td theiF Aftk'2m<F'pTa&' in fociety; What? 
I mean toe&utidh yott^jjfinft is, an 'tmneceffary,* 
voluntary Interoourfe, fiicH as las inclination for 
ks motive and pleafttre for rts'objett. With re- 
fpeftto this, we'rieed*'n<ft fcefitate to fay witfc* 
the infpired prophet, 'He that walketh with" 

* wife mert ftiall be" wife, but a companion of 

• fools (hall bedeftrdyed.' J i? * ' 

2. I come now to fpeakr a IfttTe tipon ftie pro- 
fecution of your ftudies aftdtlie improvement of' 
your talents. Yotrtr education ■ in a {emmary of 
learning, is only intended to gfte you the ele* 
ments and firft principle* of ftience, which 
fhould whet your afcpctfte For 7 - rrf6re, and which 
will enable you to* proceed witH'-an' aflured hope 
of fuccefs. It hath been" generally f a favourite 
point, with me, to reetfmftieild ffie nnfon of piety 
'and literature, arid td guard yiung'perfons a/- 
gamft the oppofite extremes. "We fee fomerimes 
the pride of unfan&ifled knowledge do great 
Injury to religion ; and on the* other hand, we 
find fome perfons of real piety defpifing human 
learning, and difgractng the moft glorious truths' 
by a meannefs and indecency hardly fiiflferable in 
their mariner of handling, them. On this ac- 
count, induftry and application to ftudy is of the* ' 

A a " utmoft 
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«mbft : irfi^tatite% «i6ftP*l& safe i**ehdea fc* 

e^my;^r ifi c W^it,^nrfdfer^ SUT. Mt' *f.a 
fcoifiirictf 1 %infi ri triit **n& TOpW'faW'J'tlna* 

mo^Ste^t]*^,^ 

folicnvtng .ihfiSrniatiin frbitt'rftiei VrfiidhTtiarc fay, 
{*ve¥y ' pSHbb . of ! jacjgtfieflf abd ^cpeKefac^ wBl 
COhfirnt, !j that 'teliitftudelsr of ihoclei ,, ate capacity 
have JbeeW' -iiteftl ; 4tf °AcW gemratibri, .Mpeftfed 
fcy -tf^taS f iria .fift%£fft'tt I3e ; affile 'thofe 
fePfuperi^P t jjeWfofa rtatitte, ^m&e^tfc^- 
facfif and 1 idle J habits, or fH£indP6!gfence, have 
JiWdmi^z^^tiAtoTH^^tMsy Hareisal- 
ft T 2T ditpblidon Jfa young people, .which you 
IhS6# I*i#c ^f^fttf^etftt epi>6fe, : to *hmk 

4ftl&tffibfoiW fife a^figh W ^^dffi and capacity. 
The;¥e^ ( einlfyjr YstHe tttftfcj [r ft requfres^tib 
^eiikfs 'at' Ml ^-doliyftRifeft^^H^iis 1 ^ tKe 
^^eatt^.aWHt^feve^etiei^iiy berir'taVekHrf ^*. 




capacity J 
duftiy aftki apxilfcatiori: , 

Suffer me herein apaWciilar iferinfer, to'Vi- 
commend to you a fk^eft tf'tmad iti& ftes3y 

per- 



progrefs and fuccefs. y(^8B» ^I^^-^^S^ 
and K*pp5ii ^'j&l^^tgfeattf V%tif^ ijnr 

point, that it xm$ not ^^?it jp^ 3>u§ reljgjpn 

prinapfc tqgqv^p^o^^o^ijft j^t^de%f 

of applaufe frcw W^^ft H^^Wf^W 1 ^ 
wbart: ought. to .)# t tf^gi^, ffW?^; ^i$jfc#/^. 
appro^t tax of ;,tfr^^ 

thy ainong n^^T^ft^gfr: nofcto, be, extu>- 

fcl/j^^^^^Mjitttp r vir^^o#i^r ii^ftrious 
a&ions., A ti^ygaojtf fflan, wfli j«^^q r o,raife 
1^ by hqneflf mepnsj, a#^ wiAfhf ^uperipr ev$n 
to oUfgraf oitj? if, i$l#pTjight u.pp# h}ai : t>y^her- 
cncf to,-hi&;du$X^ Xfi£ JflP if Ula^.bc tender and 

ll^iqPQ^^j^^^f^ ^m^^t> fc|C p^in^^4 -Ao. dir^ft 

der that your chara&ef is ^eafjy.jbegyining to 
fprm. $v$ry {^ep you .tak$ fuftfter ( m life, will 
both tlf erfain .anfi. fprea4 : k. , £p,u ought alfo to 

Aa 2 . ' be 



utfiortRfe '*&»?» -*feiM*<*a tfifctijnari'W pom* 

and fen)To«o^ !C ferf&ni r T ' -%^,«Bit ,i !Ks^e : hoi 
fkaK-fiVdufrabfe fe4Wta t 3,/ %tfgq^^ j: ftit^^R. 
Vy & *ditofi&l>u^ 
*Kev&mh$£ of ^riij#Rifa* a^iffctraed 4 to T& 
Therefore reverehcfe tBe'Hiid^i&efet of mankind 
without idotizfrig kv- Bfe 8$ "catrtfcnis as poffiffo 
to d6 taothifrg that &fer^c$ t idanfWe, and as Ifctfe 
coneerritfd as pdfflbte ^fcat^proacfees tnay fait 
upon you 'rinA-ftWecL : ft 6? nbt arcontt^icHoft^ 
m ;perfa&y : fc^^ mari&duhf be 

tended ai# riven jealous r bf W character ', and yt* 
fctt greedy 'of ;,l ^HiJbV TTfcer^ tf-'^-ag^fe^ 
apd dignity Wthe *firft, ttft a WanneG arid littIe-> 

. r &&Watft^ i n& aklh to the! laft,' is; di> 
*i itii^h^]^^<^W : 4)d(bh^' praife; and yet a-. 
*to?d as "muck al ( jp&KHfe &e hearing of it. Thk 
is but another yibh # the fame fabjecl::? and that 
it may be the : 'inortf "ttffcful, and, my intention fe 
ft the more ihahifefti I teiff ! d#fcnd ft: both ta 
yjraife afcd di^aife/ 1 Wb^n'ybti coinekitojmB^ 
'lie life, and r become tlie tihje&s bf'gieri^raj attain 
tion, not only guard agaftrfi fifhing'fbr "applauft^ 
and being mquifitrce after What people tttitik or 
ftyof you, but avoid knowing it as much as you 
de<*ently caja. My rctfQti for thjts is, that whether 

JOUt 



«^, sMfid^s j^ffr R&to'f&fttfrf ${ JflWMtTtis, 
qv itttexqftod4>e^%is r a9 ^yp^ w#J beaaf with : Mr " 
ipilfcyj, ^Jb^efoc^ p^pai^y<wrft#f^,foth, .fatf" 
fcek -for neither. ; ,,^veijai ^n*ent authors, as 
you 4oub$efc knqw* Jjave gin^n it as an advice to 
JWgfler^yrp^ #4 <#WV puW'fi %%*?» to 
get ^fna^f^aig a f gpc4^4BP» ^qd iptrcat him 
tumak^ remote upon their, corapoiition v carri- 
age, delivery, ^c^with fidelity. • ■ I have nothing: 
tp fayagainft the goodneiV of the advice in itfel& 
hut at the ftrnc time r I have no great conviction < 
of i the neceffity or- even the utility of it. * It is * 
yevy Seldom (hat advice is, aiked in thi&man&er, 
fautfwith^view tc^obtwa compUraent^anci ftiU 
feldomer thai; it is^iven wrth,fufficient freedom 
apd inaparpahty. If any man Has humility and 
{etf-denial enough to wifh to know his own faulty 
there will he iittle difficulty mdifcoveringtfceta.: 
Or if we- could fupp9& th^re: were , difficulty • to ' 
himfelf, his enemies,* or riv^^ytalfealivfpeopiei' 
though they/ be neither the < pne nor. thje other, 
will fur>ply th$ defect. Perhaps you will think, • 
that, in t^e'ihShjrQs;af fialice and. envy, there is 
ge^rally an acrinvoay .th^t has. no jgrcat tendency' 
to, reform y lik^a nifty Jtnifiq, whi#f makes a very 
pajD&l woipid,. though not Tpy deqp», I agree to 
this, fully, »and yet affirm* that there is fo much 
thrmare virtue, fo much the. more wifdom, and 
, " \ .. .. , : . A»3 •. perhaps; 



ftthtp$ I a*a$ *dd*fo mitthitheinax* p h a fu ift j fr 
soaking thi*tt& o£thctii.*. r,r ^ni -• i.n* - ?i 
L conclude Ibbfiarl oJij^fab^B^v wth<ad* 
vifing you t^ «wo^»-* fiEWd/iop wifch. me ana* 
ther, and, to cwry thftragiaHQe&.ef jcariyfcftj. 
through the whciftpfitw ^ Tlhth^ add*' drat yw* 
ought to define afldl qwitiwtef ti^/xtmm^>caidcii^ 
of men of piety j^&leai&ittg*; - tfeutf trader fbf>£h«> 
ciet $r, dcaivm hw.chkf tgtr¥rtryfi«rf^wiy&ind» 
*rom the tiMted:«CqiJ»i<rfJm^ 
fame end* As tapwty^noddngbsraore cffioWk 
•4 to it, thajfcfecial iciwwwww adorn . ;b^n*psiiyt 
confifts. uuthe: fitpreg* bgerpf iGtafc and cfervcntt 
charity,, to aB men* r ^_<^uiidan?atfb hat& 
need >of the. affiftaectt iqf , other* ita iris, pafiag* 
through* tJjiV world* ^wheBgnbe~ha$ ife rmirlv uppo* 
fifcion ^^icot^er^.Thofe wba-dcibrw 
rader* ace faitf; fcxfce pi}gr«v aftdibaageraHttte 
earth. T&eeefare.they ought ) to keq>- togctber^ 
left they iofe«tJbw,rwiry» Theyicoflafort each ^5^ 
ther in , difirefa,* tUqr ««fti*a*l*i <*hcfcihrd<?rf** 
and dififcuby* the^^niholckoFeach^otjbwrby, theafe 
example, and they affift each other by theirffaraj* 

MW , ,. I -' - . * »' ' *• ! ' ■ * •* '* 

VFii % . I , . } i l t - , . .^ ».•.-. 

This isjKfclefitbe caf«'iar*dpoft toifenptxire^ 
ft has. b*ei* oUerwd»< thafcgrtatandcetairjent <xnen£ 
have generally* in every inatooji* lappfcaredim cktfc: 
ters. The reaforh of. this probably .is*<tfcafc thst** 
fociety and imitnai intercotirfe grtadyv ddds tutf 
their improvement* and giwes force and viganr tot 
the talents which they ifcay. federally poffefc* 

Nothings 
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ifotfunfifc finfOtMeirfu^m if^keoieht tbxBHgenei 
*r fo kindles the bcft fert^rf aihbit'jte, ^the 
fckndfkip, *nhfee,<tt(fofflatt*c#(if men of tear* 
ibng and ita^aUfI1teiap^fe&*0h ofone fuch, 
»of cboK i<yafaie'ttoitonjtjW^ iftlftty than- peals o£ 
^bnfefrobi inr^A'fceniln^Q^f ihici^^ fifefide^ 
tbci . affitera:e> Jw^h^titffr ^ ifettem gke^to each 
•tkov bi jwdly Mrefl^iWti^ >1BUttfi*iori' of pat* 
tkmUryrorti^^ If-it 

S£bjo^dUb|tes>of pfOc^dfl^ aigci; theft k is no** 
pdfibfe m(«ncel^tt>?^at^fe ito TrfA a degree of 
kaatcwrtodgel as m>taM'4*at6tttno» feea, fo it is by 
the conciirrci*!e ^fl moft^ frtfctaj* l&kim^ their 
arffiftnn<*» thatond jnaaiinas been iortietimes abl* 
tonrfi&ntiki) thtfp^lfc^fyfl^iofki^ 
wtthaiititiirta^ihe:8lo^ at* 

miqunlt to biwg-tolpetfeftifeai. >flftre is tk> dr* 
csenibiicc which thraiw this rib* &mnWf & faf 
lacfcrnpoim of fckrocj as the want of pafatft' 
libtatit% where thordugh^trefemAe* might be* 
infe? and the Jmatt matter- nrf learned mental 
iffift in making mafadm&p&Qitdtilty *# <Jr 



• 3. The laft head on which Ipromifedta girt'* 
jmmfm&rkcjvt&ptox&tm ^ yori^ common:* 
cUKin ^kh the m>rki ,i«t*gentea, ^«mtf : 
fvenfifion' jnd other draarxitynoes that conduce ' 
fertfae tappiacft and comfort of life.. On thii 
fidijciy >tbcg» with what' 1- hflve often recoxn+ 
nuiiiilai'to yon* frugality in tfafe management of 

90m affairs* 4H& art iesaftoefe in your disefi* 

furniture 
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furniture, bpoks, and kaqpiftg <rf ^counts, N<*£ - 
thing could be further from my mind, than to ro+ • 
commend the temper or £<pi4ui& .of avaricious 
men, whofe fordid fouls, have no bigjber ambition^ 
and indeed t hardly any other, defiire, than that of 
getting pelf. This is not 01% ^mbeampjig ,a gen/ 
tleman and fcHolar, but, in .myiopiawo^ wholly 
incoaftftent with the , chara&er, . I never ^new 
an inftance of a perfon in ^hom this difpofition 
took place in early £&, that qouki apply-to ftuj* 
dy, or that became ;emine*t in, any tbfcg tiu£ 
was good. The oppoftte vice is the common - 
fault of youth, and k is againft this I would caur 
tionyou. The frugality I would recommend, is 
that of an independantmind, that fears and fcorns . 
fubjedtion to others, and remembers the juft fayp 
ing of Solomon, that * the borrower is fervan* 
* to the lender.' That -frugality, which arifea 
from prder and oeconomy,, is not . only confident * 
with* but it is the. parent of liberality of fentw - 
ment. and generofity of conduct . It is indeed : 
the four ce of beneficence, for j»o ^aan can: beftow r 
out of an empty purfe. On the other hand, co» 
vetoufoofs and profusion, are by, no means-repug- 
aaant to each other, and indeed, they are more frp* 
quently. joined. thaia-many apprehend, . Theftric- 
lure of Saljuft oatb/e charafter of Ga^Uine, ' ali- 
f eni appetens,fui profuius,!.hasbeett>ften,cited> 
and may generally be applied txrloofe and profit*' 
gate livers. I hope therefore you will learn be* 
imes to xiiftinguiih between the virtue and the 

we 



'^^^^toiftc^^dftfervfttidft i&tt, *feidi-iftay be 

ihiSf'tiiffiftcfei >Mi^^»'il^6ft^e^j; btheMhi* ha% 
l^^^fc 11 ^!?^ 1 ^^^^;^ 'tf'-mB be ftakh 

^r^ioWatf! HMVlUKH^-W'-ftHeiY cor* 
Yfrfetidh r a»d ' : plMfcd!%^ ( T^ftfes HidiAedttt 

Wbj^*!iM^alte v AH'\^ J dHkrent'-Suifts; 
I liaVeiaft<yvm; eveh-ki'^titfej a 1 jpetfth'deicKning 
1o eAgage ih* j&fff 'df ^fefafti- 'steuftd' by Ma 

^s purfei wheivlk r&lfty, k was'rictf that he lov* 
: *d moxifcyiiiarei but pfe^fu>6 : l«r$i :r Wrklf ftefe- 
^mes liappei*, that? a jfeHttri of^rihrf^win fee 
¥j(ffaS tof dedj^tteefchgi- oTJfem^though 
tot . dirtQlf fiafbl, l ^ irf ^ttt^ffey- t^ftc' : «tf 
time, im- from feme VtJier 'Hrirtiihftancfc fo hint 
dangcrbtis and^rriharfeig. 1 t hatfe 'alio ji ft£n per- 
ffihs riibre-afdtahcetf % lir y^,%^from a habit, 
pfeAafes' a i^eltatt^JWt^bf ftHft' teinpd*anc6, 
*nd rettWairfaAheFof Ufei %£re tWJr fparing dt 
- peHbftel 'ex^ehte; and : ^Veh hotWtfi dtfpofed to 
ibci'al ^ftercotkfe, and 1 tfcertfoite' tillfcd dofe or 
covetous ;and yet when applied to, for pious or 
$&a^&bfc palfpo&s, %ota<t be much teore liberal 

thajt 
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than others of an opaoike turn -of mind. Obfer-^ 
vat ions perfectly hmilar might be made upon the 




>eral thinnrs he /hall fee eftabli&ed. .Eron> 
theie contracted. remark^ I infer, that as it is fei-' 
dbm necenary f o judge peremptorily of . others* 
fo forbearance ana the moft charitable allqwancej 
is both our duty and intcreft,. * 

' In the next place, J recommend , to you, humi» 
lity of heart and 'irieeknefs of carriage. I consi- 
der in tliis place, the grace of humility as a virtue 
eipeci'alry fervk'eaMe to you f earthly wfijfort. I" 
cohiider" and mean to treat it a$-a maxim of worlds 
ly prudence. The fcripture fcep^s to. point it out 
as' peculiarly 'neceijfory- for this purpofe, and to aiv 




fort <?n eartfi. In many different views, we mar 

t a • ( ' l •' ^>"W^ : I,j '-'-'A-"i ,{ "- iJ JCTLl- • 
fee the propriety ol this coni^ecudn^ iSJqthing is 

more otfcnuve to others, than a, pr^ud afluming 
manner, it riot only magnifies every raulfc, but 
vitiates even good conduct. It is nqf only odi- 
ous fo, virtuous prions, but it is^ f qu^lly, ;if not 



more 
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iaore to, to thofe who are ' without principle. 

fiu . .. ■ ; <• 3" ;Lw lf -limit V<->^ '% ; 

Sbme vices recommeftd..ajnan to the vicious m 
the lame line, a^ one ^run^ara. is .pleaied with 
the fieht of another : tut homing is! lb hateful to 
a proud 
llor 
thoi 

another. v Ehis- vice is x nbt: t only odious to perfcra 
of underltanding and reflection, but to the molt 
ignorant, being as eafily perceived as it is univer- 
sally hated. 

The moral virtue of meekhefs, and condefcen- 
fioh, is the beft ground- work eveh of worldly pp- 
Iitenefs, and prepares a man to receive that pplifh, 
which makes his behaViotifr : generally agrcabl$, 
2nd fits him for intercourfe wkKperibns in the 
higher ranks of life. The fame; virtue, by the 
compofure and felf-command that accompanies it f 
enables a man to manage His affairs to advantage, 
jrt Whatever v calfi$g he r may JxL k engaged, . or in 
whatever fbation he may be^pt^iced, A goo£ 
&iopls:e£per is commonly remarkable for this cjua* 
lity. IVopleWve to go where theV meet vvitft 
good words and 1 gentle; ' tjreajmept : y " wliereas th? 

atoy body to approach thenu r 
/ 10 complete the, whole, jneeknels, of fpint is 
a$ ufeful td a man's lelf as meeknefs of carriage 
•is acceptable to Qtners.' , The, meek fuller muck 
lets froin the unavoidable evils of life, thao thofe 

of 



of Ac lefrkhptttaW kma'/Wi-W^Mn^rtirtA^ 
hilated #ftetf tiMfctb&^iHBPbffliiftfs. -TOte 



otw oWrt «min&. ; ' " Vis ^te^'^P-aft* 
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life. A mdcferate portion giVci - igterfepJfltiP 
fcftiori to the htrtrtWe luid ^itfkft t F,' £ lH&i ! tW J 
rttrft atiipfc po<Rflfons<t6 tlie *p^d d aiM Sfo^attf 

trtfrime'nf trf7«fe > ' : paffiot^, ^ahd^tBfe^fer^^oFl^fiJf 5 
rflijflraybutMttlc. -fteiybwe "toW* tesfeBfi*' 
bfehowfcipwrairf it-fe; tottMfiir ! &e McefedT 



tb^ri&Tls'Dr^ngs^ircfelcfchifoccdMM iniiSffl-* 

**le attdtfeaiygesfcfe J* 'thdr^tato^Vhia?** 
rfalltHfogs' tht'rfioA «rt« *> TMj«i*&ift ifticter^ 
rtkingi/ Th^gerteid«fy re##d tbnfe aft« : JW 
tience *> Wifig tfcem t6 j*tffe&iort. As ^^aiSli* 
mnd> pdftical life 'hi particrifer, fee ta&ffitjKo? 
d^gt*«nttti6rt is 'ftgrttt S»tf fo trfifceVfiHy ae^ 
> knowledge^ 



4*.JMrefi to tfy. Student* a*9 

k^J^ged^tf^fc is ufuatto hfcpute it in emi- 
nent men^nat t^fri^ciple^ tyt.tyi.;a4dfqfs . and 
policy. . It is, copwao^,,^,, .that ppliticians 
havcno^fll*^ Withppt enquiring .into this* 
I {h^ pnlj/ayjihat whatever truthmay be, in it* 
it,i? ftil^iifi f*rpur.of my .argument .TV^ypOf 
qrifjr 4p^s h<W>ur to the virtue. , If ,thp appear- 
ance ^ rf fo neceffary pr fo ufeftd, wjiatj muft be 
Um ?aju$ of the reality ? , 

I wUi bere take an. opportunity of confuting, 
or. at leaft correcting a common faying or prover- 
bial feuttmqat, many of which indeed tb#t obtain 
btjjef i? a. hiiaded world, : are npthing. but falfe 
colouring and deception. It is ufual to . fay, in 
defence of fudden and violent pafiipn, that it is 
better to .{peak freely «nd:operiJj* than to r har- 
bour and cover feqret heput malice. Perhaps ( 
might admit: that this, would, be t*ue, if the in- 
ward i?*ge, were, t*> be as violent, aad continue .as 
long ^nd return as often as indulged paffion. 
Every perfqn jouft agree, thal.wberever there U 
a deep and lading hatred,' ,th#ncs$r forgets nor 
fi^give?, t»g wap$ for the opportunity of ven- 
geance, it4dOT^.*obe.jc<^^ 

tw<SS B IW3B & W P * %9 «jto» i$fi ,t?ggie is Ac 
™*I M m^faJWte # Y^fafH* ***** 
mention of & ityprfr JWI&tnflfl **<* {peedi- 
ly fo*gi«c .& and ptfr&apfc iitet?*ll$r fcfiget it. 
Rage is in^his refpe^ljke a £re ;if pvept.is giv- 
^n to it, it wi|l incr^^d^^.if^le there is 

Bb fuel 
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fticltd cohfiitiie/fetit ff^dfc'cah ddhfihfc aftdfKfe 
it, you will coirt#<!telf &t»i§ffiffi ft. ij) ' - ••« ^ 
■ : 'TO"tlkr^W6tariifatt (if tfi^tJateWfu^e^&thc 
gwerhh»ent of i?K6 \<kigd& -> r *TfHi ikdfe&l*wffi fa 
a great ih^dfuk-er-bef tht eflSfVdf *hfc J ft>knfeF, imd 




great HfflHfctririofts Mb (giech^Airfidbtao^ 'atffe 
from '£*ffidrt,;bt& ^oft IhattfofcfcAi -idtf waiit of 
judgment asifc'ihe' ^^rf^bfrttae^siiKf^hcc, 
•and hideed wtaAy Other fbttfcft. J I ^wtwMHherfc- 
fofe eariieftly J ifc&mm&idNto 1 fdu, te^abfttaatfc 
yourfelves to rcftrafrtt in this fefp^fli 1 ^ptei^lly in 
the *arfy pttrt'df UK/-* « 'B6 Twlft td tear,' fays 
Solomon; *Hn£lkfrift '-ipfaflfe.* Forwardnefs & 
ifpeechis' always 5 thought afl aflhming thing ill 
youtH^ and hk ^rcntnfiftriibtis * eompanks; is ofteh 
cotifid^i^^sttlitMt ^s^wfeH fts an' ihdHcmibii. 
4 It i£very cbiriinoti ftr -tKie woVltf in general, arid 
ftill more & ''fbt'riieti' of jfudgfefiem and £enetra- 
Vtbn^tb foraf & bfftifin<©f d <&a*3ftfer oit the 
whole/ frbln ftkie diie'^oiriiftarice j and I think 
ttigrcart ft# cth3ngr;tnfcr'e tirifaVotirabfe iti this 
"wajf,Wah a : talkatrtfe 1 SS^Mdti. \ If the firil 
time 1 *'. "aaA hi tompaiiyi dtpedaRy With k ybmJg 
"iriaA> ; ke-> tiles' fa&fikntiy,' Wftf 1 takes**' the whale 
r cOnvfer(ation J ^ h'linfelf ? I-fli<rti ,f hanlly be brought 
1 to have a go6d ojrinion of hith; whether what lie 
.fays be good or evil/ferife or nonfeiife^ Thfcre 
.are fome perfons,whoj one might foy, give away 

fo 



none behind v?gW^T$^^^pfl^ ■:! , . > 

jth^rs^ yui { &*&& sn&m $p 3 sl ,hmjj> & ]f f < , Sp Jq- 
mon fays* V^hfflre : ,pji ^febfflgg; -fti^'i. jG*& 

jpith a^^pqrjflns^ Jqv Ijiat/f^^pjjtyo^r- 
andj are; .in 4aj>g^ \W^<C54y frpovjheir treachery 

imprvKlenoe. . it ^h^p% r ft wdj^cI, be : too rigid t©> 

, iay, th^,ypu<o^l# MYWi £?L %?¥; to . *.*»*& 
^ju^ii> |ii^j»tfe^ey wh^ jgu.wouU }>? wi- 
willing to. fry an his. {nfeigpc^ .u$o;pe e^Qeptiona 
;to this rule, xpigfy r ea#ly : jjs conceived.,' Btat 
botji pruc) en< ; e ,aiyt ,c^o^.,y^irp that- you 
fhould he yery f r^fefp^ji ig tjjj^fle{^<^ W ^fther , 
a4Wc,ftriftly . to. jbp fvfagf fi$ 4ftff , ttaf good 
r^orawifliy^ r;; , 

. forne i <J#sctioi^ ;9&4ft $£« R>pJ>t : R? oper A conduct 
wfrep pit ,&$*;,, frQj$ th% to^pgu^^ of other?. 
MAnyarid grig^ou^ajs, t^xp^plaii^s of what 

: on ift j fo;p£ . tp, Sn,Y.?nt| a^d ; 4^: **VW> ^ -£eli$vc 
flanclexojus falfshood*. f ,./£he, prevalence of party, 
either in. religion or ppliticfi,, fi^ver fails . to pro- 
dace a plentiful c^op.pf „this poifp$ou$ weed, 

B b z ' One 
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One.ofttie'mfft. important: roles upon this fuh> 
jecl is, that when an aaufai'on is in any degroe 
well- founded, or fufpicious appearances have given 
any occafi on for if," the fiWl.du.ty is.. to reform 
what is really wrong, and keen at a diftance from 

the difputeil "limit. " r " s 

This wii! bring. gi 
injury into a beneijt 
fen tapper), ^hen tl 
lefs, 1 hold it tobej 
ly'-todefpiieV V 
will ofthqmf^tvea 6 
i-f this kind; but if; 
it) a difpofiticn to r 
fate it, the far grerd 
litrte it not the fef 
were a ;■' ii.: or ah a 
a very ftrangc nail 
eafily die, but cou 
Cifcoveft j grcaftiej 
"^igp'ty to de/pife (1 
inatids refpeft ; ' wl 

or dtfrrefled' by them, 'fhewa a weaknefs not ■ 
ipiable, whether the accufation be (rue or 
falfe. 

This rule I do not fay is ■wholly without ex- 
ception ; there may t« cafes where vindications 
maybe neceflary and effbilual, but they are not 
many ; and I think I have teen in the courfe of 
r.;y ]:fe, rcafon to make the following diftinetion : 
If the actuation or flander be fpecial, and relate 
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falie or eflentially inritaken in, i^s nature ana fcent 




that happen^ to b£ imputed to a m^ ? ( he. plight 
to attempt no, refutation f of it hut by cdricjnft*; 
the more he' complains of it, the more he fpeaks 
oEitl the more he denies* it, it wiu he the more 
believed.- For Example, if it be affirmed that a. 
man fpoke profanely, in z certain company at a 
certain place an*l time> when he was ndt present 
at. all, it may be eafily ..and qompletfly refuted \, 
but if he is accufed of being proud, contentious; 
covetous* or] deceitful, although thefe accufations 
are pretended to be fiippbrjed by a. train of fa£b* 
it is better tp let them wholly alone, and fuffer 
his conduft to fpeak for itfelf. There are iriftan- 
ess in,hiilory pf accufations^ brought with much 
plaudbility and urged with great vehemencp, 
which, yet have been either from thp beginning 
disbelieved or by time confuted ; which ocqafion- 
ed the- Latin proved^, * Majgna. eft.. Veritas et 
• pravalebit.* r 

.. All the above-mentioned particulars may L be 

faid to be the happy effejfts of wifdom and bene- 
volence united- or' ratKer perhaps, w the light 
m which they have. been ifoited to you, they are 
chiefly the proper fruits of that wifdom which is 
w profitable to direct." B\it I muff add ariotlier 

advice^ wh^ch is the immediate effe<^ of benevo- 

Bt>3 fence 
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lsnce :aAd godi»ariB*> thrft ; iiy be ready t<* «0tft 
others and do good as yah kame opportunity. Afc 
every thing isftab&e to be • abufed/fcmetinrws the 
Tmxitns of prudence *adee^a tm)i*g cBrrffcoo* and 
dofe the hetort againft ite^reffi^ns :<tf rfyaapathy 
andfcendemeft towards trthfers ntAftrds* 'itaae*- 
<times » indeed, the £<taitt£)& .awl -rot3ip64i2rc of 
fpirit, and that fejkcewmaafcwl ^ w^ichi is the sfie& 
of resflteOaon and ea y cr kmc cf isiawftaheg for a 
caBoos ' aftd mrfbrimg iittaoet? though? it? is a very 
different ttong^.Hpt* gfaeTWpttO'tiw agitation of 
poflion, even' iiftjler thle^finefr fee&qp^i^ the 
way to pretH*nt i«ftead of Lpnaajuotirig nifefainefe. 
A parent > overwhelmed riritft forprife and anxiety, 
4ft a calamitous aeddefrt: tfe^ hakrtefallen a child, 
flwfl be rtrcapahle ^kher of Tcfle&km dr aftivit^ 
-and fhall fowietimes eten need the affiftaace 
which he ought t&gmcJ But mdepcndemiy of 
this, theate arfe certainly* fome /perion* wbo con* 
tttfra habit rf ittdiflertenfle a* to the: wants or 
defirt^ ©<f others^ and are net effing to put 
thettifti*e* 'W ' a»y - mco nvenience, unteft their 
vown partknia* coifcesns ihay be protrwrted at the 
fame time. *:.-•>. 

in oppofki^ft t of this, ] mean td' rtc<5rnmend to 
ytm a difpofltion • tb obBgef not merely by* -cwril 
-expreffions and a» offtbte deportment, -but by 
taking a red intereft m the af&irs of Others, Be 
Hot untHllirtg to lendyour advice, yotrr affiftance, 
yoar interdft to-thofr that nerid thenn Thofe 
who cannot fpafce pectmiary affiftance, jnay 46 

many 



m^y ' ^& t)F vaiuabb ♦ frkiidflnp Let i csery 
*ieighibour< perceive that yoncajje aadt read^to 
cpaatrel nfie&le&ly, y noxi tnfifti pbrti^actoalby) *oii 
erifles ^aiKTifyou live;t6(&htataicredtt aird mfiu- 
eficey ftt them be e^^yed to aififiite xlefcrv- 
iftgtf>f etfetjidafe.? if ;yafc undertaker to: do the 
-tmfinbftfcf - others, ^ttttfidixrilj^witth lbs fame fi- 
delity*' taflddif dpoWbk^imb^i^Gatstr 'punctuality 
than yodrdiittri&iatyoOTTOipn} hocnearcrfcady to 
:t3K«feidr jaiftifyia co nt r ary c dn fl uft, by complain- 
ing of 4he ingratitude ^or iujifti^ M mankind. 
But in nay opmitiny thd&caaipiwnt&TOe contrary 
to toathi and eoLpericndc ;. ; TJwre: /may be .* many 

bat im th^ T^orld ihgeberai^ tJb^c ,wiil,,be fotmd 
aciearnefs o£ ^ifterntoeot, and aj^, exa<ftnds, of 
rctuibatioa.' i Our Sasimir tffl$^& with reipcift, ta 
ond fauk, that *rf tfafii jw^giflgj tarbat ja jeguaBy 
true afc>ta injurjesiofi eyiery j kind, * with wkat 

* mearfiire ye mete, it AsfUfacj rfeeafMfced to you 

* again : good meafure proiTe4 dew 1 tad? Abakan 
r * together and running /Qftfr, ^jfealfcHiflfc gtee fc- 
J'tt* fam hafpnxS Thk* i»rotpyt;l?pKH©Q, may 

and ought to be underftood both waygi as $ie 
cburhfh Nabal generally ^)etet?witbrhisoiat oh, fo 
.perfanispf a humane artd <fH^}p.>difj?Q£t*W* 
v fhail reap thefiruits ofdtttotfeen>,^p thf&r^ TJie 
truth bj tht difpofitkttiitfetf is^otii its >perfjsc- 
rkm, butidaen thefce i*Bp f jrfganLtQ. an imme- 
diate retard. , if you give, looking for a fpeedy 
recompense* it i* not giving, but feiJjbg. You 

may, 
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may, however, fafely truft to the promi£b of God.: 
r Caft thy bread upon tie waters^' for thou fhalt 
' find it after many days/ I. have Known many 
ihftances'of kindnefles, t that wfere 'bdtfi' femem- 
bered and requited, after they had been lprig for-, 
gotten, by him who beftowea tfreiri* Nay fome T 
times they may be repaid, in another gendratioh> 
It is no inconiiderabje legacy for a man to'Jeave, 
to his children, that he h^d'ajways been a iriend 
to others, and never refufed his affiftaince td 
thofe who flood in need of it. " ' 

It will not be an improper place, here to intro- 
duce a few words upon a fubjeft, which has beea 
often handled by writers of the firft xlafs : I mean 
private friendfhips. Some writers againft: religion, 
have actually made it an objection agahift Chrif- 
tianity, that it does not recommend private friend- 
fhip or the love of our country. * If this were 
true, it would be no fault, becaufe the univerfal 
benevolence recommended by the cofpel^ includes 
all private affeSioiis, , when, .they are confiftcnt 
with it, and is far .fuperibr to them when they 
are contrary to It. But in fail, the inftances of 
private friend fhip mentioned and alluded to in 
fcripture, are a fufficient recommendation of it. 
• and even our bleijed Saviour himielf is faid to 
have diftinguifjbed the y.9 u ngcft of^ iuY difciples 
with particular affeftiou. I will therefore ob-* 
ferve with nioft authors* that there is no true 
friendfhip, but what is founded uppn virtuous 
principles,, and direc*bea to virtuous purpofes. Ta 

love 



An Adirefi.to tie Students <2$j 

love a perfbn whfo is not vprtny* qJFIovc, js nbta\ 
virtue but an prfor.' r Neater i$ there any depeit-, 
dence to be placed, in trnni.caies, upon perlons 

..f i'i />/" t /-*?-/ -.j'^-P- ; ./Tj», : 7r ,*•....-, 

unprincipled at bottom., Ihere} never was a true 
mend who,. was npt^ an honeft man. Bnt beiides 
this important trutb, it \s fort he? to be obferved, 
that there is a ipec|es of frie^nxjfliip which is nei- 
ther "founded ,on virtue iipr vice- but mere weak- 
neis of mind. Some persons baying no refburce$ 
in " themselves, are obliged to haye recourfe to 
feme other, upon whom they may lean, an& 
without whom t^y feeifa as if they could neither' 
think, .aft* nor even. exift. r !Fhis fort of friend- 
ihip is to be ieen particularly in princes and per- 
foils of high rank, and is generatry called favour?- 
itifm 5 but the feme tbirig may be obferved hi afl 
ranks, though, in t-he lower, .it &npt io corifp** 
cuous. We may fay of it» tnat it is like fome 
of thoie plants that ar^ fahVand fpurious in their 
kind, which have jonie of the appearances, but 
want the moft valuable and'e&htiaf qualities of 
thofe that are genuine. 9jachrriencilhipis are 
commonly contracted by caprice or. accident, and 
uncertain in their duration, being liable to be J 
difiblved by the fame mean$. Valuable friendfhip 
is the refult pf judgment as wefl as affeftion ; it 
is one of tte greateft \ comforts pf l life as well as 
one of tbe greateft ornaments to' human nature, 
and its genuineness may be difcerned by the fol- 
lowing mark^-^that though It is particular, it is 
not exclufive. When there is a great, but vir- 
tuous 



tuous 2tt&hxnp& { tQt*<f&^>\ it 

willmak^ ? awtpo^j^ttyf vm^£ri?#$\rJ&& 
<xt}iers, as <y pgr^^ ^ cii^^^ 
him to ferve thenv.,^ , ^, ; f i- ^ -o \-i i .vt* 

You will . pejhapp . Ijr furpry&in, t Ufa a* I . t4ve 
fo often expreflfld *d$fi$e qf . your v^§ing accwi* 
piifhed in every, rpipefo. &at J h^Ytf* formate 
faid nothing or but little on that^p^i^Q^s. gOc| 
grace in. beha^ouf, ^]qf^^f^|a^t^^ked of, 
and which, in feme b^;wril;i^,r.ba$lbeen fo 
highly extollejl. , T^That fea$- b^en already sxpWn- 
*d to you* I hope will Jay jthej fouadaguHi for the 
jjioft folid, valuable; and' durable pphten&ft* 
Think of. others a* reaipn-an4 .rp^gipa.rije^w 
you, ajid treat tfyw as tf is>youtf fluty {pdpj a$d 
you will not be far frcaj^a ^U^oJifh^di^ehw^ 
.qut. As to a^y, t^ipg./urt^e^ that is $x*er*aj[ 
in mode and propriety of carriage, it can never 
be learned but:h# j^tescpurfc .. with thq vbcgft com- 
pany, As.to.jLhje wtftjflgs, .^v^re%i|eddCQ» ti* 
chief c>f wjiic£ a^.Rcy^efoucaultJs ^Maxuaas* aj&d 
Chefterfiejd's Lejfcers, I^tfo^pf tjiem.as pf $mt 
other free writing*, t^ajt .jvfc<^, ^wed prppqrly* 
they may. tje as ufefuf, as by being viewed ^hcr» 
wife, they, arc; ge^er^y,,p^cioufc .They ccp r 
t*»a .a dig^ft^d iyitep of ; ^^^ Kl -49ld,lMnj: 
fuch pride ar^l, f^ T fuifcfen<7* t 3^ fi^h* ^at^^, 
or contenap^ of .roan^^ ca*,w*ay Wtt te-a# 
antidote againft th,e poifon which they mean tp> 
convey. Nay, pn? wou}d| thinkuhe publication 
of fuch Sentiments, is jridiculqus,* becauft jit is tel r 

.. . ling 



&ig> yetr* thbt^tK^f 'cWfittHd %e 'iMBffii ^tbidatthe* 
ifa^ftiktftltollft £eriit^hfcft 'taiifflftf rrf'tafcJng 

addrefs by over-reaching yoarst r ' :,ii * J ' : ' ' ^ 
- 'limbfr alb ^ofefemj^tHIt fifth' : *rltcrs %ive, in 
geiera*, 3 Y^Minjufe as WeH Wdfffibrfixurabie 
v'K* bftnuMt ink h^hkirtdlT rexhember indeed 

^, >sM As"Ito6hfc]^ca^ ■* 

What jrfnft! % trf'Shfe * &alr j I fcy that he 
did not draw h& mafcfifcs u frbih nature ?- Twill 
not/fcecaufe I think Ite*d:~ Am 1 obliged then 
t& admit ihe£i ft> ^Wtte^Bf no mean*. ,•""'' It 'i* 
Bt*tnre,Mtort: it ft jtefttftich a vrfcv bf r tiature, as a 
xnan g wftboat principle nftft x take. v * fr Is inlihhi 
fetf , *&at all-the error and e*aggerafl6n-is to be 
found. ! j .-V r! - : '- v*>^-'? '• u - - - : « 

<Thofe who-'dJfcb^ah^nnivbfahje^Otify, ancl 
ih^fcrinMhat^ - eotitctrYptr Wt f :iffim*5h* »f 'general/ 
gfte ve*f*ittle fe^Vti^k^a &f theiniefoe^ 
Frobatty tnett are^hefther 4?* gdbd 1 as : they pre- 
iehd, nor fo bad y as : tlte^ a^ -often thougW'to be. 
At any rafcey candbtir in fijntihifent a$ WeH as con- 
cteftj as it is ail ith^rt^td^ 1 ^ religibni fo ii 
a^^^rito^ 1 «to'«h^^6^tt ftf; ind I 
&a?*»€ the* t^tMn^arevery 1 Mdom iff\ever ; 
l&tond either ferrate A^^p$^ 

TSie'laffJadvice^Hat I'ihaH btfer ybu, is to pre- 
ftlrve a faered and^iiryioJjabfe 5 regard to fincerify 

1 •* and 



end truth* Tnoyt. who bnf^nccersed 
cation here, or at kaft Who. hi** *B9/fmA it, 
rouft know how roucK pains hone becst-takea to 
eftablifh'the noiverfal and ■nahtisbw o bhg s tion 
of truth. Tins knot ha*cnr mmtownrd mm to 
introduce the general inhjec\ .«* : .to ihew the 
guilt, folly and danger of deUJyrrate 
falihood, but to warn yon agsnnft the 
breaches or troth aseniny coonnan, Mdi at 
want or pniicniwity m aaperarjnenas; BPtacn or 

<Mf*,HBMflfr in i*T K* M tt)atfe6ES « OSttCIOKS fiKOHOAnS, tffrB fr 

is, deceiving children, fick perfins or edseet fer 
their good; jocular deception*, nitkk are not mv 
ttaded to continue k>ng > ortob taiBtfff t J^lu tt tnii 
toothers. Net one of chafes wsthw* fife fadm 
God, and they seat much soore lnwtfbt than is 
commonly toppofecL So fcryficnecLa thing in- 
deed is truth, that the very ihadow of de p astur e 
from it it to be avoided. Suppnfc a man onfjt to 
cxprefs Ins present, purpose as to nrtnfsry^ 
ample, tofajthewnlgpto? fiichvapfeioc 
row, though there is no proper obligation giw 
nor any nght to require perfonnsnee^ yet it 
does lb often, he will acquire Ae character 
levity and unAeadinels, whirh witt. operate on 
to his disadvantage. Lee me tliesriute recc 
mendtayoaa.firifi^ uni w i fid and fcnspnlons 
gard to troth,— It wfi gr?edigutjrtoyoar eha- 
racle r ■ - i t will pot order into your aAuT-wit 
wilt excite the moft unbounded confidence, fo 
that whether your view be yon* own intewft, or 

the 
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fttf ftrvrce of other*, k promtfes yon the mod: 
mAWIMgari^farfaa petftadcd, that there 
4s no 4rtrttte * f tKat Kasd more 'powerful influence 
fipoitf '6veif*'x5ther, and certainly, there is none 
byifcffiftFjfou can draV nearer to God himfelf, 
WhoR^mguflhing cjiaxa&er is, that he nill not, 
.^^'»camicA'lfe. 

- . :?i jr> ? * J.** IT'.'* 
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Tj*e (kill of anauthoi-, like -that of a mer- 
chant • lies chiefly in judging, witji readinefe 
aad certainty, . what Jkuxd of coriypapditjes^ and a* 

'.. .* Th« RcsadsiMvilii^Qd himfetf obliged^ the 
Author of the following Hiftofy , for the pain* he 
hath . taken to render it as entertaining, and fenti- 
juental as poffible. With this view he hath en- 
tirety 
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what quantity, any particular age ©r place is able 
and willing jo rejcejve.^,. .TQbSs I have^of |ate> 
made very much my ftudy, with regard to our 
own age and country, and the refult of my en- 
quiry is as follows. Th^e are two forts of fub- 
jefts for which there is a general demand in Great 
Britain at tMs i£lnd£)v3. fj Bio^&phy, if any 
thing may be fo called that gives an account of 
the lives o£perfons thajMiever exifted, but in the 
imagination of, t^e, aijthfjrs^ q This, . i& indeed, a 
moft fruitful iuDJfecr, "ana under the Tarioiis titles 
of Hiftories, Lives, • A4vpntiires, Memoirs, &c. 
teaches people how to live after any imaginable 
plan. 2. The Irtliir & tfte Voi&iaiiori of fchemes 
and proje&s, to be carried , on by fubfcriptioni 
tot ffiegodrf oPhteifkm? fchftft fieVof *wfert ! » 
favourablyTrefcehteid ^as St jtf dB&rf, tn^^Bortion or 
mifm^nagement of nin^w ^eagf^th^^t . Jftv^ 
ing in tl^feaft abptpd J^wfyfoff jtfje publick. 
If any be of opinion, rbat new difcoveries in the 
fciente of morals, *it thtf ^"pp™* of infidelity, 
are as favourably received as any of thefe, fuch 
muft be told, tte ; th#^*W' Superficial ol> 

:- • ; ^An; t. ' fenr f' s » 

., Foreign names, often \itri 

to pronounce, and' 4th *n riiWoufeced' wholly with- 
out meaning, lnftead of this, when he had ocafi- 
on to mention particular ranks of men, offices, or 
cuftojas^he chafe. to efcprefs. fhcni.b^ what did 
mofl j^xadlly aorrefpo&d with then* in our own 
country* By this means the narrative, difencum- 
bered of definitions or circumlocutions, is rendered 
^uhe eafy and intelligible. 






KL can, tli^^oi^xlraQr^. 
nary t^ of, fe ki^ n tW^ ^^^ji, 
A great giving a«W David %ra JWfejff 
long ago, #ade. health, ^^nlihef§ ?! .^ ^a^ 
iKcmUer*;; ca^taV^ftues^ and,* rijp^^,^ 
Vnpar<Jonabk t crjme^ ye* wa^'^ ^jittk^tai;^ 
notice o^ when firftpuWil^d.^4 jis nQK ahnoA 
wholly /orgojteiu, ^ j: ... <; ^ ,, f .. .._ 

Therefore), an, .^uthor jf& u^ou^teoty. fappy 
who h^ hit 'upon^^or. ^appe^^^rfuniiihci 
yith a fubj<# jfuited & '^J^^^MI** 3^* 

humbly prefume to be my, <pw*x C/*fe* . 1 J***£ 




Which ^aHb ma^^r^ajpsjay a^fqun^on^r fi?*n* 




©hly misfortune that itjabows underis, that it is 
true; for | remeipber.'tjkejofty ajid fpnoxpus Earl . 
of, Shaft efburyl whofe memory. I greaXly revere, 
tells us there is much more truth m fiction than 

iTinarily a Jufter yieyr of nature than tedxens *djt- 
ters of what -se&y happenecL_ % . ,, x . * .. v . 
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This fois/ however/! t^ 
made iif> ^^e^extfaordiriary ^and wonderful na- 
tktf£ of h tiie panares t am to relate^ which* it i$ 
r* be fcteect, irft have the effe& c£ fiction in eii- 
livenititf the imagination o£ the writer, and, in- 
deed,* very pombly, may be imftaken for fiction 
by mfcay readers. J fi ttit truth is/ t hogfe there is 
a flngtriaV felicity ,iA my fiibjectin every refpectj 
If the excellency of hiftory, according to Lord 
Shaftefbury, ties in its being like fiction, and the 
excellency of fiction in its being like real falls* 
according to all other men, the fubject in hand 
muft needs excel, as it partakes of both thela 
characters. It will be like truth, 'becaufe it ia 
true ; and it will be like fiction, became the fame 
train of events, perhaps, never happened* in any 
other place or nation. 

To introduce myfelf to my fubject, arid inform^ 
the reader hc>w I came by the'knowledge 9f it, 
he may be pleafed to recdUe&> "Bute 1 tn^t^ year 
"" i *)4 1 ; %heri CbimtioHrird '(aiierwaTds^ordy Anfoi* 
made a voyage rbond^e^wotld; 1 brie of Uie frnjis 
of his fquadfttti, ballad the Wageri vjas caft a- 
way uport a'tlefer* idatid ntthe South Seas. The 
greateft part of the crew* who were fived. length-; 
ened 




oui 
Brazi 

feore fc* :£rovIfions and Water, it happened that, 
at bnetime, there were to* the number of four** 
ttq^oi them afhorc upon a part of the coaft very 

Cc3 far 



?.* if 



far South, neat the mouth of &e ftreight*: Hav- 
ing flayed all nighty utifi^nitoity rietf 
the wind blew fa hard m fhore, that only fix of 
the fourteen were 'abte^agfet ,J afcoa*dy -afcd Ac 
veflel was obliged 16 go away aftd fettvethe btfcbr 
eigfctf. *•<-.•• ' * - • 

It is ntedlefr here to infift 1ipcm the *a*ta*ai> 
cidents they met with intkrt peHkte^tifatk^i : 
the diffic^y of obtakimf fcod; wifibottt wl&h 
they muft *ery ftoir Hive dfc<J : : itter mete arid 
fcanty pFOvifitm with which ft&fcfre" will be ftrf- 
""tained,. when there Hs r no inore-or better .'to be 
had : the Incentive faculty of than for frq)plynig 
Ids wants wliert r&Iuctti to • tftAfate? extremity, 
and a hundred other* thing* which hanre been re* 
preferred in ail poffibfe li£ht$by other writers of 
adventures. Let it fuffice, therefore; to faythit, 
in pfocefi *f time, ft**r of them were killed by 
the inhabitants^ tl^ tatirttry, and the remain- 
ing four taken priftmtrs. After changing their 
makers feveral times, they came at laft into* the 
hands of (JQd who* carried then* a great way off 
to the capital of art etilpire, a&d'*he court of a 
powerful prirteeV Thert tkef lmfl 'many peats, 
learned the language, "and had otcafion to fee the 
manners of th* country* Two of them, at fcifr* 
acquired faeh a degree W favotir, that, fa eoto* 
pliance With theh* eaitiefr reqneft> they wert ftflC 
*• the Portuguese' fettJemente^ and ^came* from 
tbenix to. <Jrcat Britain. 



-.»» '• 4.*- 
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One «f tfcgfe perform who was 9 man of tol*. 
#a^f^a£opt,«t weU^good-fenfe and com* 
prehenfion, coming, to live in my neighbourhood* 
«^munpcate<jL tc* me^what follow? of this hiftory. 
J^t^enjeprM he; told ot^ «d^e jConduft and charac- 
ters of . men, bating feme little differences of 
/aflyfcn antf, nptodqs s&?4faffc 9 *ty?4* are ever 

<ybp*gM»g. u^jfWPy *W9*y* I*? 1 * a 1 *"* likc ^^ 
*b$jr a,r& among, ourfckvcj. , Court favour was 
j^eoa/io^s »d changeable., boteceft and ambiti- 
on ppeypikd .more in. obtaining places of power 
and* profit? than, modeft and peaceable merit. 
Cold and fobcr men gathered wealth, and crept 
np» by flow but fiare. ileps*, to ftation and dignity; 
while the lively uprightly idlows threw away all 
that they had, and fiacm became > contemptible to 
others and ufelefs to themfelves* The know* 
kdge of the world was of very little benefit \ 
ibr tho* every clafs of men could clearly difcern 
the errors that adhered to th^ofe of a different 
,vank, they could* fcarcely obferve, and never 
would imitate their commendable qualities. For 
example, fays he, a profufe, difeafed, needy Lord 
would {peak with infinite contempt of the mean- ' 
uefs of foul, and hatctyefs of heart frequently to 
be found in traders and men of bufinefs j but 
nevei; once thought of following their example 
m fobriety, application* and regularity in the dif- 
tribution of their time, to which they manifeftly 
owed all their fuccefs. So that, upon the whole, 

he concluded that human nature in all ages and 

in 
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in all places was the fame. A fage remark the 
reader will fay, bqt I&n£a4fy rpnember to have 
heard it before* 

There was, however, one clafsof men in that 
nation, whoie conftitution as a body, and many of 
whofe charaftert and pra&ic&s Were X>( the mdft 
extraordinary kind, toz. the Servants. Their 
ftate and conduit, at the time which fell un< 
his own ofefirva<ion,'wtte fo fingaSir thlt 
excited his curiofit/*, and induced: Km to eri<pii 
with great care into their condition, as far1)ack 
as hiftory could trace them. This is what I am 
now to communicate to the publick, being wil- 
ling that my book' fhould be buried in oblivion, 
or burned with difgrace, ifa ftory can be produc- 
ed equal or even fimilar to it in any other age or 
country. ^ 
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/c/i o* 73(jfii9rn|» ^tsf^oapl *«f f yiJ f«w i .•) ■>* 

^nril ni rttm lozkh i>no «T*vwori "tv/- jvj.-fi 
Vn vnKfp bftB r'ljod c as no r *: j is fiiD j s»*».':iv- r n .» . 

rant* were, jft^ftete flpft , inpc^. different fiaoxa 
ijrjp* t}3£j, ape fit fre^ ;r #H^mg,ipi It does nQ| 
^ggp^that e^er;^y ^ere^ye^ f o^were treated 

be fitted for by the turn of their minds, and,^ 
ftreagth or agility of their bodies. They were 
chofen or hired by every family as they pleated* 
made a voluntary agreement, and were employed 
in doing what- wa6 neceflary of every kind. They 
_ were paid as they and the family could agree, eat- 
ing of> their own labours, and were cherifhed 
and carefled in proportion as they deferred it. 
In cafes of remarkable neglect difobedience or 
flaifbehaviour they were turned away. This, in- 
deed, happened but feldom, for they were in ge- 
neral honeft, fober and induftrious. They had 
the intereft of their matters at heart, nay, fo re- 
markable were fome of them in thefe times for 
fidelity, that (it is reported) they feemed to have 

as 
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as much or more pleaTure in doingj ijicir work^ 
as in receiving their wages. ', _ _ i( . , ( . , ,. 

But it happened, feme ages ago, tba^ onep£ 
Aeir princes was faveJirbm a formidable confcji- 
racy againft his. life a»d cxqwn, jiift impa^he^ 
point of execution, by the fydity and courage of 
Wftrvaiit. Tht prince was a man of^wann^car-J,:- 
and an ui 
content' t 
tor by ki: 
edadefij 
faft, and 
thing in 
irien. F 
power, a 
he eftat 
donbting 
his fubj'e< 

particular. .,.,..,.: ., ..„ 

I. It was ortleretT tliat the wage^ of furvanis.. 
fhould'he corifiderably augmented^, and fi^ed to - 
a certain 1 fatfe in 1 an the ting's dominions. „ This. i 
was evidently dictated by companion. He ob- 
ferved that it was very harlf and unequal, that 
thbfe who were' con/hntly employed' in labour^ 
who pT'omotM the ^ntercll of their. matters fa r . 
irraeh; fhould" ribtwifliftjniling live" & poorly », 
that 'they fliouH J have nothing Vut.ihe. coarftCt 
diet, and no more money than was barely Decef- 
("ary to purchafe the me antftc loathing. £fe iifed 
when the matter was iindcr deliberation, to rea», 
fo» 
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,x *" .'»T * 

<oh tfiuS ; c I&r my part I thfnk a king ought 

* to have the heart of a i' man ; X coniider the.fer- 

* vants as my*r$lQW Creatures, and i&m defirou^ 

* tha^ttiey'/nW'd' fafte iom$ pf^thc^e pleafure* 




trthers*: 1 ' '" '" 



We alfo x obFe+v£d that ihftreft as w^li^com^ 
I^dh%^^4^rfaVe ;$&&; that keeping . 
idfficlx ri g&c»f l «^oiil<t ; r ratirelj difpirit them, and. 
make tnein $6 their duty in the irioft c&relefs and 
ilothful riianner, by which their matters mud re* 
ceSve tnanifeft prejudice.. On the other hand, x 
good^and fecure provifion would give them great 
vigour and alacrity. lie .ventured to foretel, 
that a third part increase, of their faiary jwould lav 
crtefe dielf work in a far greatefr proportion, fb 
that the ^pubtfck would be gainers by this Reining 
burden 1 bejides that fuch a^i^d j^rpyifictn would 
free them jfrofn'; all temptatiqi^tqj yij^rjjng; 6(nd 
flfealhig, 'atuT fo be an hyprpyepe^ .uppn,. .their _ 

hbridftyjis weil'as a&kitf t f ^V v -r< l '< '*' ,,;/ 

Another advantage he ;prppoled r ^ reap r ty»tbi* 
meafure was, mcreaTmg^he^nu^ 
It was #eft enough' ren>ipmbere<l 'that, ,at no TOy 

likte from the 

land lay uncultivated, aa<f many branches ( q£ bufi- 
xiefs hegldAea. Isfo^r $ was imppn*i)>]^ jto. avoid 
feeing that this meafure ipuft increafe the num* 
r" of fervants, by inducing them to come into 




gl« Si* fS/hry rfm 

« 

the 'kingtfeni front the ancft diftant ^hica, j£ 
weA'as* encouraging them toi idtaitiy ~and ; prtipa'- 
gate, and blefs their country "triBt ** WioULUde* of 
ctfcfid hands* "' 

Nay, ht r** &m feWtftfinHfy' 1 * 
eafofcehti argument, fcltedgfeg; <hte fceqWt^lhe 
fervahts poor/ muft make titem fottfitf'aMttif^ ' 
fa that k would be odh^to {iedpit ^ tJBttaridl 
elegance to hare thenr Hbokt l&eir ^HWW^br 
eve* to fie them in their hou&i. cU B\ik:hf defy- 
ing the ptopofied defign into eXeoitian, he fiSd» 
he hoped to fee the fervants ih general getiteel, 
well drefftd, well tetfeved, itttt cbtivertKle toi&k 
That th» muft be an advantage Iki part ictftir to 
fcmHie* m the coontry, whb -wetti c&fitterably 
diftant from ode another, and, ih ctA^m ftaftfc* 
of the year, could have very Iktle ifttef cofcrft ». 
nay even* that in cities and ' place* of greater re* 
fort, it wouid'be better, in many tfefpe&Y to'have 
opportunities of converfatkin wkfcin "doors, tha^ 
to be always obliged to fcek foeiery abroad. 

, In fhort, he feppofed that the regulation now 
eftablilhed would put & entire period #o alt the 
wnrmurings and com|daintfrof fervants, and thei* 
defire of fhiftfeg from one fiunBy ' to another, 
which was a fcdrce of daily inconveniences. They • 
muft be touched, %s he, with a fcnfe of grati- 
tude fer to unexpected and &> happy aehange ttt 
their fituaticpi, and wilt therefore be thoroughly 
content and ( never' a(k for more/ 

"*• Having the public good all along at heart, 

as 
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is ppck^tJtetfv&tog* of tifcSawtfs,. ^e or- 
ifered fcfeqp^aad filacq. tf e^cc^^ ^ H.^1^ . 

^&#(^W&!*t e & ttttW Sp SsrvaqjS am4 fit 
them for their fevcral trufts. There. were,dif-' 
iatet ixacV <£&&ae&w& ghflk^fl out for aQ dif- 
.%e# £rt» ^^iiylojKi^ts,, Xt,iw jtffttal^ 
^fifA^oC^^ ^jjgo^C^ jQ^.t^cfe aK9d9cnie$ a that 
*h^*t)^<Ud#& ^£$ry$*ts & ^JWCry branch, 
^J^th^duc^ aa4{di4pafe ; oC them, according 
^^eir^gqjius (bf«iI4 JJBtHfla* 6 tfc^y _wxr;e nio& 
gflppbfc. ,A&.ii, fWijtfe, ib* cqqIcs, voting 
afen+jmLpthe? famsfftdi feyant^ ^4. fw&u 
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i.jT^^vaniige'Qif, thi$^ reflation, In bofti J$s 

p^Sj, fftRty^ yei%,, evident. r .Xducation^ ij, .w^a 

fidd* J3 ^ljn t alL Eilucation.ingjces the mapj and 

makes tjie Servant, l\y/i\\ .therefore, prepare^them 

^OCrtteir^OFk. J/ITiey^will enjtej; ,U£on ,it , expert 

iff** Wf&> '.WJ ',^sM<>. J%\publick , emolu* 
fnent^in^ead qf bejng aukward and unhandy for 

>ty, ^r^rhapp^' retaining ; fon^ nieafure $jE ri$i-. 
/city ;uad inactivity, through'their whole lives. 

It feemedallb a matter of great moment, that 
t nor fjian fliould be fuSered to prc/fefs what . he 
•^Quldjiot'dp, hi|t that be Ihoidd be*, confined to 
that only' which he could beft do. Neither was 
4t proper that thjs Jhould be left to the caprice of 
families, or the jmbition. and preemption of the 
r Dd Servants 
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Semite themiSives. And it was nefoer once 
imagined' AVtaufftfife of academies would be de- 
fective* ih x jdd^ment^aiid impartiality, on their 
parti ^" ll ' : 'l ,( ^ Jl '•• 
J 3. "Tttethitd 1 ^^^^ ^glcrtatfeilWdfaWahcd, 
was ordering the fervants to be erefled by char- 
ter into a large corporation, containing many 
fmaller bodies and focieties within it* To this 
corporation he gave authority over the feveral 
members of which it was compofed, and- efta- 
bliihed a complete fubordination. This was 
. thought a piece of admirable wifdom and policy. 
T^eyjWjereto be ftriftly-pratchfol over one ano- 
ther, and it was fuppoied they would get all the 
advantage in this ihape, which men united in 
fociety have over thofe in a ftate of nature. The 
feveral clafles and divifions of the corporation 
were to try the fufficiency of aU Servants before 
they were admitted! and had power to turn them 
off when they mkbehaved or neglected their 
work. That this might proceed with the greater 
regularity, they were every one fecured by law in 
their employments. They were not left in a 
vague dependent ftate : a fervant once hired by 
any family could not be turned away but by an 
order of his fellow-fervants, to whom all com- 
plaints of his conduct were to be made, and by 
whom they were to be judged. 

The whole Was founded upon the raoft excel- 
lent reafons. Who fo proper to judgef of the ca- 
pacity 
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pacity an*} diligence of Servants as ^hoif who^are 
Servants, t^einf^l^,? Who can be fupj^feji^at- 
tenJave,.to tl^jcojc^jluft, or fo Jealous of their be- 
haviour, flnce the character of particulars muft 

e*#f^^%ft$#fo^ tf^Br^^flA on the 
*bal£ fQllffty* J>9&£ ... o, ,tt V!) t,u. 

hV oi' .-•! mrfjiv/ r*\Kn \»o bin, -vf"/ i I^-jr 

j * •* -» ' I * _ «■ 
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perienoe feejjnjed .*&, cpsjfrin^tfte w^itfom as well 
as ge^ergiifj} of fhe^prjpce, $nd, Jo. discover their 
h^PPy cQnfey^x*tf$ every ..flay, r r Servant?, were 
trained, uj* 9#d inik,u$ed in every branch of bu- 
fmefs^nfi. were v,ery expert «in their work. They 
unjderftox?4 tfce c$}% .t^jqiox^ and the.. end cf 
eyery.^ing,,^ cowjfl.tgjtjjpp^ Jt in «*moft in^ 
teyigWt #n4 c,Qn#tf£njt. m#)ae/.. They did every 
thing jvyitJh.mucJj. cp£tyti$, an^ ha<i. $ainly */ ar 
greater, f jic ,p| 05^efe : ^d : eJ[egwce $ai* former- 
„ ly. v : Tj^e ,&el$s i w^^jlrpfled and trimmed ta 
gpeat^rfe^Qi^ ^tjjK u^eniJJs of t^e.bpufes were 

• ^t^i^SBWjd^ "l^fe Wdcr<i r U« Wtfidesof 

the^ho^fe^jiyd.aye^ttes to tfctgra wore afl adorned 

in . a., very prejty and , fanciful manner. They 
were ji|pt .content, wit^x wliat was barely profita- 
bly ,to their mafter?^ J^ut. paid ^Ifo^due regard to. 
tkowv &nd apj^Rmce/ v Perfons : who. .travelled; 
^ wemexcf ed^gly .^e%bi^ed, ^nd the proprietors 
were^at^a.htjle proud.of tjie change ; for every 
houfc was like a little pjdace, ; and every country* 
feat like 3 little paradife. Thus far the Servants- 
fcenied to be much upon their, honour* and, from. 

3k 
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a fenfe of gratitude t6 the emperor, endeavoured 
io behave themftlve* Wklf *grdat care and dili- 
gence j fo that every body, as well as them&lves 
fincerely rejoiced in the change of their ftate. 

But alas ! how lhort-fightad W& haman ; crea- 
tures ! this univerfal fatisfa&ion did not laft 
long. It was quickly ffcen, notwithftandin£ fo 
good ^beginning, that tntfTfcgulatfons feid&own 
would but ill anfwer the erid propofc*. The 
change to the worfe^ took: its rife fhmi ffie? en- 
largement of their wages, which yet teemed, at 
firft, to be the chief and moft reasonable article 
of the regulations : for, after they had obtained 
good wages, and the beft of food and accommo- % 
dation, fome of them began to grow fet, and con* 
fequently lazy. When they were fuddenly cal- 
led, fometimes by dozing and fleepmg they did 
not hear at all : and When they did hear were 
very flow in their motions, and always ready fur* 
ni(hed with an eXcufe for fheir negleft^ or, per- 
haps, raifed fbnfe very ftrong objeftions to what 
they were defired; to do* When they wefre fent 
©fan errand, they took: a long* time before they 
returned ; and yet would pofitively ftand to it, 
that it was impoflible to "reftfrn fooner. If this 
was not fatisfying, they #6tffd> in a great rags, 
before they delivered' their '"meflage, return and 
meafure the ground they hail ' traVerfed in order 
to determine the difpute. ' : 

Having now more . to eat or drink than for- 
m::ly, they behoved to take more time to it; 

V d 3- and* 
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and fo the hoars rf the*r work were ttrjr mticlr 
dtminHhed. Thk-ftemed*o them not only rea- 
sonable but; nSccflary \ 'and -great disputes aroTe 
upon it with the famines- it* which they ferved. 
The families inigeneral* gawethem to- undertone! 
that they'eapeAtd'grtttt^r dgigdact anda&mty,. 
as they wer£'nfew<bettei^j>aid jfehan before, where- 
as the Servants *btmted yiathjghry ridiculous;, 
for with them k was a#xe*f point, that the more 
liberally Aey wote paid; they ought to-jdatfoe lefe 
for it* It is neecttefs-to enlarge upon this- part of* 
the fubjeftvlet it fuiBce to &y, that, hi general 
having rafrw go* fo goodprovfikm madefy them* 
they bega* not to ftrve bat to Bve. The delicacies 
of theworid -began to captivate their hearts, ani 
infleid of i&tbfymg themfeltes with neeefiaries* 
and be ng ufefhTfa their generation, they be 
thcmghtthernftlvesotf enjoying what had thus fo 
htekity fallen to their, iharei • 

Change* in all rfefpe&tfcame on mfenfibly. It 
was fc befi^obfcrVed*Itet one advantage propofed 
by the regulations was the increafe of the number 
of fervants. Thb e8fc& tadefc* <gd foUowwith a 
witneft; Whereas Tieforfc the ^ouhtry >wasrnot 
overftocked ^hSettkfifcs; and ftmfH&s were *at 
great pains in i6okiflg tftit fMr proper iptfes, now 
they increafed to an -almoft incredible notriber. 
Not only tfas there* i 'great confluente df jfttfai** 
gers,from diftant pfaces, but many of the inhabi- 
tants, not inconfiderablc m point of lladter, found 

»• 'it 



it their -intmft to* beams &$r?«& ...Nw yon 
wduld.every iffefcro:fc©«id»cnji(,gSMng abqWt and 
IMicitrag^n^ployef^ntjnand *£iry wonddrful were 
the arts theyibmetirn^.i^l to obtain it< Of 
thefe I jQtall fay jKttbi&gjix} i&s ,prelimiiW4*y .part 
ofthehiftory,^^*!;,^ ha,ve af- 

terwards z fatter .vp$Q#umtj, teistrodiiiee, them. 
As th# ftaifcoi things^^ tte*Wj* of thinking 
began to ait€r>th^Ifi>giWge a&4 nm^er of %eak- 
ing akeised alfo at the faro$ t,i*ne. In forme* 
.time* they u&d to 4$ft& of iggftiaga matter, or 
being hired, ^or.grttingtan-effy^yin^i^oapw they 
fpake of getting jbrto b*ea&>of gating, a ialary, a 
fettlement, or airang. :)( 1 ^ no&iag t^at re- 
fembles this diSereaoe ^^ii^i<;ftk l a^ i thf :i 4i^ence 
between our way of iftfij&i^jp jS#o$frn4, and 
what is ufoai injour flsjghttfpijijqqvmtiy of Eng- 
land -about fensants. Heue^fg^fc ftf^fa^anlV 
getting into fervice ; ift fi^fe^ &ey q|ll it,g#- 
ting a place, and a i<^#^: ^rn^d ja^,,, tfrey; 
term, with tfcebigkeft WVB&tfyhfe&q&i outof 

Thmgs^haviog.oncr^pfl^'Uji^i^is fituat^ni it 
happened with thefe Serves ^ ^^hjjppen^ with 
all «*a wt^ l ^ce^ej§4^Wrf^ ff??% tbeir de- 
k fires: *b«y became i^i^Ji^fti.CTfelfive^aiid in- 
fatiahle. , Inftead of, b^ng .conteift with . what 
they had Qbtwe& th*&4^^~Jfttfift, upon aU 
imaginably methods, of, i^creaii^g their revenues. 
Tb&f contrived an infinite number of perquifites 
befides their ordinary wages. When a family 

had 
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Had, of their own free motion, bcftowed any mark 
of favour upon a good fervant, the thing was im~ 
mediately IpreaAabroad, and afyptjter families were, 
harraffed with complaints, and tgazed to death by 
their fervants till the fame was beflowed upon 
them. They would often, in a clandeftine man- 
ner, lay hold of fbme of the. goods of the family 
and appropriate them to their owo ufe ; and, when 
it came at laft to be difcovered, they would take 
thr advantage of their own covetou&efe, and? 
jprove clearly, that, by immemorial cuftom> it be- 
longed to them as their due. Where families 
were ignorant, they would affirm with the great- 
eft boldneis, that fuch and fixch were the privi- 
leges o^fervants in all other places, and by that 
means .procure their content. When they were 
not paly ignorant but timid and cowardly, they 
would go a ihort way to work, and threaten to 
bum their houfes to the ground if they did not 
comply- with revery demand* . 

But, what they exceU^cjL moft in were the arts, 
of flattery and deceit in rich families. Such as 
got near great men would ftand as it were in 
perpetual admiration of the beauty of their per* 
fbns, the gracefulnefs of their manners, and the 
excellence of their underftandings* The fervants 
of fome perfbns of great rank had a cuftom of 
making up a long lift, every day, of the virtues 
which fuch perfons had that day put in pradlice^ 
and reading it over to them next morning before 
they got out of bed* which was obferved to ren- 
der* 
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der them quite facile and tradable for a long 
time after. ' MU - - J ' 

They perfiaad^tf the credulous, that 'the publick 
good was ih&patatil^ coAnifefecJf With their thrive 
ing and optifenc& 'Tndurtij^iaia they, 'isthe 
• fource 61f Wealth tb. ! a f) nati6n. 'Servants, every 
€ body muft b ac&6wlkf£e, tr afe ? the hifeans of in* 
« duft^r^ce^fSli&v^ u^di^a^'that the 
« nipr^ftrvank ^b£tt&.* T BVWhitpbf this 
argument they crDtamed'/ that many nfe\v ertablifli-i 
ments* were made for Servants. 1 \Aiid fuch was 
the fafdhkfeii that : prevdilecl, that v fr<*quoatty 
there were ^tlementiin^e for'the ptovifioH of 
menial fervantsi in i* wildtrn6^i * wbere thdrte was 
hardly a fingle cresttttfd" to* Ifervl ; and of huf. 
bandnien vp° ri i $* &&&> tfehere there Was n<H . 
an inch of r grouhd tb r cn&ivate^ * , tWjr alio gbt 
about ikk arid dying ! pteWon^; 4n& :, tijf their <*ffi? 
dousfervfces,' by tending thfeni ;v with apparent 
care,and by frfcqii^tljind^rlsacfil^ giving then* 
cardials, they prevailed^ : Biat "niahyidfe f reat le? 
jade^ta tPh ihteWffi;' >>J v ' :h v " w 

. 7.. .■ ■. ) 'JllT •?,('.' .infifiV'Jn! 1 .1 • "' '• T \» '*->v.* *<■% 
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Continues the fame fubjecl. And particularly give* 
' an account of * very remarhibkjteb tpken by tb* 
Servants* 

WHEN their pofiHEons, privileges, and 
* immunities were thus enlarged, they 
began \o claim greater refpeft than formerly, ani 
to aiTume additional titles and deiignatioas* 
Some of them would be no longer fervants. pro- 
perly (peaking, but overfeers. They affirmed 
that it'was.eflentlal to tHe nature of fervants that 
fome of them Should be overfecrs, and that there 
could be neither order nor oeconorny in a family 
without fome fuch. To this they added fubover* 
fcers, and feveral other officers for their afQftance* 
They then proceeded to archoverfeers who had 
all the other overfeers, as well as fervants, under 
their jurifdi&ion. At a great meeting pf the whole 
corporation, this was determined and decreed t<> 
be, and to have been, a part of the original iofti- 
tution of ' fervitude,without which it could not 
poffibly fub'fift. ' ~ 

Thele encroachments were .very, patiently uuV 
ffutted to, and, one would think, had bee« carri- 
ed as far as the nature of the thing would admit* 
Yet there remained one ftep more which exceed- 
ed every thing that had been formerly feen, and 
happened as follows. An overfeer of the capital 
city gathered a great many of his cotemporaries" 

about 
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aboUt him, and after b^ggpi^tfrpir znoft ferious 
attention to a propofal he had to lay before them, 
made a fpeech to th$ following purpofc. * Ha* 
* noured and i&j, dear Brethitn, y6u know that 
the life of fccieiy is order j ana the foul of br- 
der }$ fubordination. The greateft fervice, 
therefore, that we ran do to our ccroaradoq* 
is to keep up thq fubordination of omq/cs a* 
mong us with as much ftri&nefs, and to make 
it as compleat and extehfive as poflible. There 
aBe no ftruftures which .jtyarid fo fecurely, as 
thofe that are built in the form of a cone or a 
pyramid, becaufe they have a broad bafe, and 
gradually leflen towards the top. Neither of 
thefe, however, is complete, but maimed or 
imperfect, unlefs it.be carried on till it terminate 
in a point. Therefore, the fubordination or 
our fociety can never be entire and perfect* 
till it end in & fingle perfon, who may unite the 
whole* arid enjoy abfblute uncontroujable do^ 
mittiori; . And/W'the ^fon who is on the 
top of ! a pyramid iriuft heceffarity f^e farther 
than thofe who ftanct iipOn apy of 4 $he lower 
ftdps of it, fb the perfbn who 'is at the head of 
the whole fociety of fervants myft, in virtue of 
his office, fufrpafs them "all in : ' wifdopi and £iga» 
city. Nay, as thfs order is of the infiitutioh of 
naturfe, arid is 'a laft refp'rt or fupreme judge is 
neceflary to determine controverfies v in any fo- 
ciety, lb I do think it may be proved that nature, 
to be uniform* and confident in her operations 

* muft 
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* inifft iffitaedtady 4 ifif|>be Aftpcrfim fe 4xalte<i 

* with infallible knowledge 1 and a, fort of infinite 

* mind.' ' Nbw'I hepc it is very pkrin, that I my- 
1 felf am thcipcHbn to whom, and to my?fufcce£ 

* for* in office, this pewti- and authority do^of 
?- right belong** -* -« f » «t !....- ,,./* . -* * 

One of the ; agoabljr thmrifc upand fej** '1 
♦greatly fufpoft t\m will be attended wkhno 
f goodefifefts upontfaeintcreft of the Servaite^rt 
f general, not fx* mention the mteteft of the 

* families, which,- {rdm a fenfe of duty"te the 
9 <*orporation, lintirely giveup. . At any rate, it 

* ought not to be gone fafcyprafipitatdly * ft* k 
* ' fa a prodigious innovation.' ' Quite otherwife/ 
fays the former fpeaker ; * for tho* I have conde-* 

* fcended toreafon with you, and fiiow yotf that 

* iii the nature of things" there muftWofte who; 

* like thetop-ftohe of a pyramid, is incumbent 

* on the'whoij body; as alfo, that this can- W 

* no other than" rifyfehV who dwell m the centra 

* ofth&vaft empires yet I can give undeniable 

* evidence that it hath been always £> in fact, 

* fince there was an tempire here, and fine* there 1 
4 were Servants/ The sbje&or then fbookhii 
head, as who (hoold fay^that H far<rom being a 
dear point, and ftemed to wonder from whence 
this evidence was to proceed. • The other imme- 
diately goes on, ' It is as clear as the fun j for, tho* 
« all the records that contained this regulation 
4 are loft,- yet I very well remember, ttot my 
' nurfe told me before I was two years- of age, 

that 
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< *feat her gwtoA podi ^lllfa^^ afr 

€ fortd her it wafe-firfh**:-"'^^ ^ 

However fTufcfriffingv ohorwtaUfr thmk, inert 
flieuiuFbe to* grwr op thcirf «aAorat rights; ahd 
feb^t wufilt^dbrmutfawily, yfct fir -it was that 
they foon agreed to this fcheme; tindy'kjdee^ it 
appeared to hwe t ae nra riP ^ pr^e^ai for their 
own ends; It Js wbtf'ttr W^kifcted at^Oftf 
fpeedjr a pace the^ ■ ud Hiu iiut tf^ iir ac^tririrtg and 
extending their ckrtniiTOnr • -They quite inverted 
the ufe of fcngtragr v for when tfcey "fpefe? of the 
family tfcey always meant the^Sertrantt : t*ry if they 
feid any thi&gfiteit wrtAitend tdthcrgood of the 
ferfiily, itwasfobe tftiderftood, that it -wmilrf 
promote the incsga&of thetaggs; prhrHeges and 
imfotmities of d^Servaafo;'* fn^many places the 
Servants grew np&ti thfc famllies^nd turned them 
otit altogether; 4 In feme of fluer raoft delirious 
fpots of the ctnbitry*, y«* wwild have fedn fine 
feats and irifcldftfres wh«ny poffefletf 1 fcySdrvants, 
who abfdlufeiy refofecPtb do 4 any wofk, but 4 gave 
them&ltes op 1 - tfc lasjf cohteibpiatton. If any 
hd&f hMf ^teftim(*d td aflrthem the infcffihig of 
thisy ( ¥h%feid tlfey vtere Snpfcfyed te^ftttdying 
the «&#ftff *4nrfc*, tad^flfefefg ' tnat all ! &z& 
¥m#fhig&\e 'gdbtfj findsfr feiftffies well 'fnjt 

Itftai been dBfeHetf Jfecmf, 1 thtr thfcy* began 
Sicir IHBfeiife'by fetteH% the rich and great nien, 
and cnaea^fifffig to 'ittfihffete f tHeihfelves into 
their favour, fiut as fo<5n larf thtir jkiwer 1 wa* hif- 

E e ficiently 



%apxtjjr dbMiQiQ}* xtey <&$mA $&* **** and 
treated th& moft considerable m^of.the cqjantsy 
Y^gf^at h^ug^ine^^dtf^iteippt, ,,They af- 
filed ft to be^bfolutely n^efi^ry^fpr the pub* 
IjpJf gopd> that tliqr ibouJd, Jiays , much, honour 
aj^d rgfp^t pjtfd then*. That, as^ey were un-. 
^jipb^i^ m$n, by £onfe n 

qijenc£ th$y yere,thc mjift^J^Quj^ble. Infield 
of being humhle and fubmiffive, they infiftfg}} 
th$ aR the people froin^ the, low* 

eft, 4^°^ P 3 ^ a profound ,refpe&.to the over- 
fjpq^ archpv^rfee^j.ando^eXjd^nijaries, whofe 
npmes J c Jbave , forgot,, J?ecanjfe tbpy had neither 
fenjfe y npr meaning,, Nay t . the ^anpejror of tha 
Se^^ts.^rivedin.tiine afc fucJj r powear, that hje 
maole tj^ ^cheft meajn.tjie country, even the 
gQvernQr^.pf, proving to tremhte He jprdered 
them fomot|mes, to wipe his fhoes; and, when 
they in j&eJt^ved or ijiewed tfye leaft backward^ 
ne6 f fpn^in4^;tbqn,to be whipt. 

When my jpform^r .mentioned this circunw 
ilancej I cpuld not h$p dif^over^ng much amaze- 
ment at the .pnullan|injiiy of thefe people, and 
£venmo4eftly hinted &me fufpicion as to the 
isuth of the jfa£t*<.. J$p .infifted^ Jjqwever, in, the 
mo, ft poflfnje ^L^er^on ^e truth of his amount 4 
and added* that he had wny th^ng^ {Jill more 
wonderful. . to communi{$te4vas ^n t ^ft^nc% of 
which he affirmed, that it.wasnptp^y^fualfQ^ 
the emperor to order^great men to^hfjwhjptjt frgt 
even to command them to whip themfelvos. All 

this 
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this they were oblige* to'fubniit 'to 1 ,' far Whd 
th£ ltfwer fefvants, aricl the whole kingdfom h itifc 
folutely under his'toflueftc& ' IF tiny 1 j«H8rf '^ 
famHy had difputed'-his wSnfi ( *the ' fea# artlclei 
they woiild either, wilfrdtft nk>ft* ado, burn &<< 




nor ftfei, fd that' tH^^^o^d^raedikeff t£ 

Whit contributed hot a Ifttftr'to eftabfirfi thfe 
ufurpation, was 4 very fihgtilaf fcfceme wWck 
they feM upon whife they T ^wfcref flattering great 
men, -and perftradin£ th&rf \o Wiakfc ftew' eftk- 
MHhmeiits for Servants; ''This was, 'that famit&sr 
ftould not be permittf&I id choofe' 'Servants for 
themfelvfcs, but that a Lord, or iihy other' great 
mahj <hotd4 haVethc pbwer b( nominating the 
Servants within a certaki diftritt. Hfcey never 
failed to invent plaufible ' reafons for all their 
fchemes. In fuft>ort of thfe^' Wa$ ^Hedged, that 
families were often 'AfrhimftaV Hi their choice. 
That fotne would prefei* a'^ferVartt becaufe he was 
tall, and others becaufe hfirts fHbrt :fom^ be- 
caufe his hair was' red, dtfhcirs brfcaufe' it vffa 
black. That tbiey did nbt Idiiow when they were 
well- ftrvW, and tfhta they vrert not." That 
they were apt to be impofed on by fuch as had 
fmooth tongues and edfcrM flatter them. That, 
if families and fervants Were in a good under- 
Handing, they would raife fedition and fubvert 
the conftitution. 

Ecz On 
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• On the ether handnt w^> tfefrught exceeding 
frkar, that great meri wouj&itfftderftand the in* 
teneft of *hg fcOfmtty, tf&**fcft ^packjr of Ser- 
vants, mtrth {mte^^dfen tfce *M%ar. i; As atto, 
that they ^Wfe ^oate^^fitfpit^ ^F g*ru*fey> 
and ^tfbttid *fcifi#e S^^^t^ fe^^V^^. ^^^ 
plifhed Servants to evay;h6Ule^a4BaPi^«ib fcht 
contrary of all this was foon found by experience. 
They learned fpeedily to fell every place to the 
higheft bidder, unlefs when they had a favourite 
or dependent to gratify, which indeed, at bot- 
tom, was the fame thing. However, they were 
foon made <dupes to the Servants, for when the 
profit of tiiis fide was fouad out, the overfeeds 
?&i flftjhoverfeers gra<kwU)Qufi4rped the nomine 
tjon to themfelves, and at laft f it came to he made 
an addition to the great and owengrowa pewej <rf 
the Emperor- 

It may eafily be fuppofed, things were now in 
a &d foliation, a$d they continued fo, as tradi- 
tion and written records aflure us, for many 
ages. The lands lay uncultivated ; the people 
were reduced to the greateft mifery imaginable ; 
they were forrily ctaathed find warfe fed. No 
body profpered but the Servants, or rather, only 
the upper ranks ^f them, thenohkand honour-* 
able Servants, the overfeed afcd archov-erfoers, 
To thefe iadoed may be added the idle and 
fpettdative fort, who were fettled in hives, in 
the moft pleafant and fruitful vallies# m every 

province 
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preface. As fir the poomt.or loweft cl^i of 
fcrvants, who s&uaDy didaoy wprk for the 
families, thsy were a* much oppreffij«l,iby thi> 
time, a th eirnwftm Their wages ftere i^aftly 
taken up by ilazy veiieera, or 4^*3*4 *bp 
heavy taxes which they w«te obliged, &<£»£& 
the emperor, and his court* >i Iii, 
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It appears to beta h£t, thofnbt faery, well ac- 
counted for by phnofopbers, that* when men 
hare been long araifhnmed tailaycry* they hug 
their chains, and become £» blinded, roto pride 
themiehres in their mifcryritfelf, j AjKmbpeafant, 
in a neighboring counfcrjywhofe face is pale with 
hunger* and, his family fcarge comeiyd with rags, 
through the oppreffiorf o£ his prince, yet will be 
very ready to venture his lifisin^tmndicarioapfthe 
tyrant's honour, and count hnttietf. extremely 
happy to lay it down in defence .of his perfen. 
So k happened with -the pecple;under confident 
tion. They were jTo deluded by thefe Servants, 
that, as their condition^ fo their reafon itfelf 
was turned upfide< down. They . gloried in the 
u&rpation of the fervzants oyer them* worfbxpped 
them often as Aey pa&d» awl ftoutly defended 
all their rights and privileges. , 

If by chance k, happened, (as; there, were al- 
ways feme in ercry age) thatxmc thought fit to 
complain of the floth* debauchery, avarice and 
tyranny of the Servants* his brethren .immediately 
raifed a, hideous accufation againil him, and the 

ftupict 



jtupid people generally joined in the cry* They 
immediately affiled, Jus £pik>w-fervants to feize 
him, to impri&n him, and, according to the 
degree of his offence, to puniih him. They firft, 
Midecd^ ti a ^thr mbft^JbarkabJ^ «ias toconvince 
him* c^ hi^in^ hew*** wil- 

ling to recant, and folemnly to declare that the 
conduct of the (Servants was admirable, and the 
character of them all unblameaWe, he was jdif- 
jnifled -only with a good heating. But, if he jwaa 
obftinatQ, and infifted on telling the truth, he 
was carried to a dread&l fabterrafceous places 
and, there^, put to the moft horrid and Shocking 
tortures, which tft Ittig&^epdedhi death* 

However, at laft*:{hts myftery of iniqupy* got 
a terrible blow. One af the lower Servants, ef 
an honeft beast, and a determined refoiute tem- 
per,- being fiUod with indignation at the oppret 
Hon which the reft were guilty of, <fet hirtfelf to 
open the eye* of the puUick, and eKpojfe their 
wickednefi* He made a full difcovery of aU the 
fraud* he had any how been acquainted with, 
and 4pare4 pot the corruption of the Emperor'* 
tipwt. Laying down only this plain principle, 
ihat Serjeant* were obliged tsO promote, at att 
tiftea, the real int^ft -of their roafters, he Jfet 
the aboiainafete conduct ojf the covetous fak>od~ 
tucker* in the moit odioua light* Wheftem he 
went to a fair, or other plate of public eoneouTfe, 
he would get upon m ^ojjaenee, and fea long 
difcoi^ x wdea^»ir^pj»ttfe tfeeftople from their 

lethargy, 



lethargy* and rmftanienthftijL ^ 

gaiaft their oppreflbcii r <» ■ * ' jH^n 

This fiirnHbed hij bcftthrtin Tffkw am>appdi£u»* 
wty of reprefimting Jriatfasnd' dtfhurberr ofc<ihe 
peace* and loading lkimirfiidth) ftiiH»iagi\i h k ^c> ) * 
lumnies. . Many tumults were mifalragaiiiinThiak, 
and he was often in. imminent- danger xrf his life. 
When 'he had namnAy efcapcd bring ftonedr in 
pubtick, they: would* often hirec ddpetadoes to 
affaffinate; bam in private* and* fcmetiines, at- 
tempted to bribe his intubate Mends to take hun 
©ffhy poifiMu However* by a mixture hrf bra* 
very and caution "ha himfetf* together 'With'the 
affiftanee of fome faithful friend^ -who law how 
much he was promoting their intereft, or rather, 
by a moft Angular providence, he was always 
brought offfafe. At laft, a few of the other fer- 
vants joined him, and they together opened the 
eyes of feveral provinces of the Empire* Thefe 
came to a formal refolution of crafting off the yoke 
of the Emperor, and fettling the Servants upon a 
quite new, or rather bringing them back to the 
old, reafonable and natural foundation. 

This was not brought about without a moft 
violent and pertinacious oppofition. The Em* 
peror immediately founded the alarm, and fet the 
x Servants in motion throuhgout all his dominions. 
He could not be iuppofed, indeed, to look upon 
fuch a fcheme with indifference ; for k plainly 
tended to ftrip him of a great part of his revenue 
and power; por.wasiteaiyto fee where, it would 
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his might. He fait out a pnachanatinnvan "which* 
hcttffiprrnhifr lih^nt AracknAgautiftTtfaetwry being 
«fi£cirvaBti;fti)»& UaafcabeideJ^ w^-roieik thaat 
taiiacttBtoHwtfnAeifeifaMgnffl^^ orif ike eaiiJx* 
tUrfedpne^Dtcdiki as^theJinxofb nnnftfurar dung 
tibtf ei^WaBjjhdbrctaafcaifRij* nkke^diad heca 
fmtffiibifts ^on^ixtaawj^l^fyfeRrHtts •aganiffi' tihetf 
bbr ftefrf)siraft af jotntuxiiiijibga6^tc^ngftofs agcantt 
tha?&o^iartki^ their 

uaio wdcrvanttyaias aMBiyiiBiy flranoBt *pr6coqcat* 
Hcrioctactekdarith *&iex»*H^atimiv iterating 
aUftriterilMaiy^ Bcbrifam to cnm* 

pfaalt anil iadb»ri^bbknchiiitrbix:i ^xn ^ io y». .-. j<£ 

Tha eoniStyntUKiof'tl^ id. the 

kingdoms .v Many* htttieso^mfbgght,' in, which 
there: tf as a&rfcadfol fla^^hter on both fides, and 
multitudes ttdbto prifewtertywh® were none ; of . 
item ufed rary "wdh 1 -TteiEmperor indeed, and 
bia<50ttit,tha^aJmaiit£i(bildvintige^by lyng prac- 
tice, in^ifevria^g ibe' mo&i0xquUftet:*nethods of 
revenge 4nd cmieky f But j toiifhosten my nar- 
rative, afteroaany ddlenrtKaridriibldddy difpuies,^ 
as>«li asaifttefs teorifenriinw^datrfatft. fame pro- 
vm^s^a^eedrtaifcap^^ c£ 

t^ifhedrthenrnek. *rl? ^rtimisai^lin.iboe northern} 
pvoMince^there was^ja^tha)titneio£<tfcei change, & 
moft excellent jbefchad ?3u& ojsfet «ftabUibed wifli. 
vegadi tathmSenrant&l uXheyinot only renounced 
the mitharh^ Jol-tthietEinperdr v hutaH overfeers, 
krchavcrfecrJi aoditi^s, c©i»tpoUer9, accountants, 

keepers 
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keepers of records and other nnneceflary officers 
were banifhed at once: and pone fufrered to 
continue but ufcful workitig Servants. The ipe- 
culative drones were expelled, and their lands 
given to pedfaft? of rank<«**i wftrft m *b* pro- 
vince. Tiut > Jf^guteti W w» aboifiherf* as «x- 
trem^F peroicifius, which <cperaibtpd iowb-or 
great men to name fervants to othearsy fo that 
every family chofe fuch as beft pleafed them- 
fdves r afl^/wtuasr;TTCWr.weH -yalifad for tie 
bnfinef&fqr. which, they were: Und The exdfr- 
bitant incveafe,-p£ their wages, was reduced) a* 
w^dl as all extravagant perqnifites, and /only z 
moderatf jvoviiion continued ami fettled*- .: 
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;::i£l Ti3i!a bflfi ,baibqx3 row eauoir a:— 

Som mmwii j0T**r R^s^^^bmm, in * 

vjtft^ezfodPivtinc&ft andnti^ bappy ffi&s titit 

r np l UE ^co^i «^ tMypiwino* wfere%&w fo ful* 

oirtlitd3*tjafi^atkng^ that -they refected to ufe 
all pjoffiblc^i^eautipii^uto p^v^t the ^turn of 
corruptioo)d£DDxthfl^fi^tilitiaoJh^4lus v flit fervant* 
themfelves feemed to concur very heartily, and 
were, apparently, .animated with a warm zeal 
againft the worthlefs part of their own order. 
Many excellent rules were laid down in the meet- 
ings ©f the corporation. They were ordered un- 
dqrllje^evereft penalties to apply themfelves di- 
ligently to their bufinefs \ to live fober, grave 
and mortified lives-} to forbear all ranting, jun- 
keting and gaming. They were forbid all travel- 
ling abroad, or Wandering from their families, 
but upon urgent occasions, and with leave aflced 
and given* , If any. were convicted of diihonefty, 
lazinefs, or difobedknce, they were not only di£* 
mified, but ftript, of their cleathes, branded in 
£heir foreheads, and declared utterly incapable 
of ever, being again employed* 

The 
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The greattft ftHc~bneft imaginable was ufed in 
trying them, as to their fafficiency iir every 
branch of bufinfef* for whirh they were hired; 
and very diligent enquiry made into their charac- 
ter for hooefiy ^ikxxxwf* \ When they wen 
introduced to any flttiiiy, th ey mciA mfefcgip* 
ly botmd by a tt e n ieadftwroath^f hgre tfcg good 
of the family always at hearu mkti &Abtf Uxomid 
never do any thing, directly or indire&ly, that 
might tend t* ks prejudice. But above aH, there 
wot a ftrf&httr made;, and declare* to» be imalaer- 
drie, tharnaf Servant flmikfche forced opon any 
family againft tbebrwiB* In 1 o*der to fecare, in 
the moftr eflfecTual manner, the **eeuti<H*of thefe 
laws, it wa*r*fbkcd*tim, in the government of 
the corporation, there ihould be joined with die 
Servants* eertaifr perfons of die ma* prudent iort 
from: the families* Thefe were called helpers, 
they had mo fetories, but being* tman% a fort 
of reprefematf ves of thee people, kwa&expedcd 
they would uiirariidly foppoit their intercft. 

For a; long time this province wafer- exceedingly 
happy in their reformed conftitution* The mo ft 
perirtk; hanwony febfiftrd- between mafttfn ated 
fervantsv Tike work of' the ftrrents faert*d to 
be a ptarftmt to themy and!, cm the other hand* 
the members of every family feemed tfc vie wkh 
one another arhalbould treat their fervama widk 
the greaiteft tenderreis and tomaaity. Once or 
twice there was an attempt ma.de j»* introduce 
overfeers and archoverfeers among them, from a 

neighbouring 



raigbbowiag province which" had ^retained thefe 
officers, tW they would not fefer them to be 
ftbyeft to the Emperor. However, tile people 
glowing a ipixjper Iptrit, tbeyieereftill thrown 
«nt« Ali*this ti*\c matt** vent *m exceeding 
welly -the fields ^epe'affidwwifly cukb^tcd, and 
brought trwy year immwric i cropt | aad pkaty 
as w*fla» harmony wat everywhere to be feeau , 
But alas, after a longieafim of pe<u**nd quiet* 
things tegaiDto alter for the worfe. Ambition, at 
tranke and luxury, wotriA not be kept out by the 
fenifltaient of the old tftte*. They found a way 
of mfapofifockig ^hcn^lves, under ewes .of the 
fianofc tfeafr then ipeprailed* without any appara&t 
tftange:. 'The raoft important £ep towacdabringr 
ing this about, wa* rc+eft^hffeiag tike law which 
impowered/ great men to nominate Servants to 
inferior iamiHes. This was fuhmitted. to the 
more -e*l%,'becaufe.they only nominated them 
-to thtrfalary, prowiedthattherof»pOafm!OnihoiiW 
think proper tor imraribte them to the family. 
For this jnrpofe, die mod t <facred » hm§ Acquired 
an invitation from the. family itfelfc But the 
y*img£tarvanfe* foeti feegan to -find, thai it was far 
*a&& r totmtmf*E them. *o;phy the parafitc or 
-fycophan* aboat/great morV houfo, that they 
n^ght^procttrea writ ^rf «u?m»nattan*'£han to ae- 
4*ire a good reputation for dHigenes in ibeir 
work, *That was <£he eoad; therefore, in which 
the greateft pa*tof them travelled to preferment. 

F f Many 
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Many and fierce were the ftraggles, for feveral 
yea**, in the meetings <rf the corporation about 
introducing Sttroftte to famines. » As all tie laws 
required an invitation firbfli the family, when any 
perfon r *ms * 4tttafti*cedi .*i neighboring court 
would fetid a depulatfcrt t6 the fterfly, to 3 aj(k 
them whether they womld take, fethra one for 
their Servant or not. Sometimes thgy wheedled 
arid flattered, and fometime* threatened them, if 
they would not comply. qlf any contorted, their 
names were At down thrteo$*4bar thndsj to fwefl 
the number ; it ajiy mere ang*y and' fpoke im^ 
pertinently, they were fuppofed to be jout of their 
fenfes, and incapable of judging. After thefe 
art* were ufed they would fit down gravely to de- 
termine the matter, and Find, that there was in 
this inftance a moft agrecabk and harmonious in- 
vitation. "" . w 

H h lnipoffifcte'40 help r fnSf ling, *when one r&- 
fiec^t^ofi^^^vsrrioiifritiethodi u&d in conduo 
dft^ottftt' , bttftsefs. Sometimes they couM not 
get a^ffiflgte^pdrfon in ^ houfe to accept 6f the 
Servant who had been nominated. When' this 
happened, they ufed to fend for all the relations 
of the family, even the moft diftant coufins, and 
aflc their confent, which was eafily obtained, be- 
caufe i$ was nothing to4h^m whether the family- 
were well ferved or ill. When they had obtaiiv- 
,ed it, if a complaint was made, they endeavoured 
lo prove by very ingenious reafonings that thefe 
4iftant relations had as good a title to invite a 

Servant 
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Servant as any perfon whatever* Matters iflw- 
cver drove on very ^heavily for, a while y but ill 
order to facilitate them*; mmf gentleman of . &-. 
ftates, who knew not swell: ertfawphoufctervic^ or 
Servants^ prj*mf$ A *h«mfcl9i»fte^ ch^fen *fy%* 
office of rluAper^n' Kptt^^bcftey. h$p§d %0j4o 
any things bul getting,^*? ^;,w^lfoffrof r t^ 
courts of the corporate*!, th$y .cpiftribute^W* 
provj4e Servsj^ifc j^kfflSemfiyiAls L ftti»fft ^lft^ 
w^re prwidei wi*k ^lpiQ^,fifc^^i>«h^)^d 
bc^ f^0r, : /ne«&jtegof^^ 
tfcfpi;ift «tai* youtl^^iJ^n^if^^^ll^ft^nd^ 
the* durerfions~ * •. j;.../ v .'DvpijjfVljn-citiftc 
Such was the ^^tic^jol^g^ipfiii^^ -mStie& 
former, went int* tb& Mfl^3{^J»id*iJ*s th$ qafe 
was. very iuigyjar* jt^ef r^derriswyi .«t£]fffgu?& 
howi»^i^^ig^edidl»fe^te«ti^. Jfe.r^ficte^ 
chiefly in this Northern province, and, thej#fouf, 
his rflmai&s-.wesge B&aMjf ^©fii^dl.lfeQiffcat hap- 
pftied among #*em» It woiMb&e&&e& M WP* 
taoh all that fre teld* ajje> -but f Jae. |totficigaJ)okffir T 
rations fhall be communkl<eA>te^T,if^W*i«u 
the fbljowing. chapters* j , . Vlk .-. ... . 

1 .: ••-- i. . )';* V , - ■ v . 

ii *<. , ' V' * . 

rr * '"' ' ' ■ ' ciiAF,' 



I 34© 5 



r* 



•CHAP. VI. 

1 

Of the grtM 'mpt^rlitf often fieri ht the appoint tneht 
ofSertoafits ; and the feAtiments (f the inhabitants 
en tidtfubjem ' '" /' 

» 

THERE is commonly, in every fociety, fome 
radical principle Which gbvtra* and feiddk 
£es tK£ t eft, arid gives 'a tindtare to alt the riiea- 
fures that afb tafried Oft, torhatevar be their parti- 
cular fubje^, or feeifling intention, 1*1 ffcte cafe 
kfefort'iir/dfe fendahfthtal tttrff appear* 16 have 
been the power of nomination Which was given 
io great mfc*. Thfe^dfifirqlxenet <rf cfci* Wis, an 
fcuelgve Jrhprdprtety-ttt tfefe f tyrj$fitrfteht df Sa- 
vants to different faflrilfeS. If a ptor ^ardiftary 
family wanted a ftofithord' Stefvafit, fctttetiBK* a 
J*0rd woutdYehd thehi a foreign cook dut of M* 
own Ititthefi. This fettow Wfctfki fpeak fecft. 
frwrtced brdktn languages that they could dot UH- 
derftand him ; and the meat hei &re$k& Wt them 
.they could riot endure to look upon. When 
they deiired him to provide plain folid food, fueh 
as. they had been in ufe to ^at, and In lufficient 
quantity to fill their bellies, he would ierve their* 
up a courfe of flimfy difhes, finely garnifhed, but 
entirely difguifed, fo that the poor people could 
not imagine what they contained. If at any time 
they ma.de ccwplaint of this, he triumphed over 

their 
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-their Tiownifh ignorance and unrefined tafte, and 

would offer to prove, to the fatisfaction of all 

men of fenfe, that he perfectly understood his art. 

In innumerable fuch inftances they went in- 

tirely in th$ %e of opmia,f$ : fajfes ia '^choice 
,a$d. appoiptfment of t Servants. Sometimes, it a 
family wanted a, plowman er a. gardiner, they 
would fend them a huntrfman, or a running foot- 
man. y>, cqniiderable merchant wanted a b*fok- 
keeper, they would fen$ him a ftupid ignorant 
feUow .who could neither write nor read. For 
this prepofteroiis conduct, there was no remedy. 
The great men counted* the right of nomination 
.as a precious jewel, which no consideration could 
induce them to part with. And as the power of 
determination, in all difputed cafes, lay in courts 
compofcd of Servants, they ftrenuoufly fupported 
the moft unre&fonable appointments. This was 
naturally to be expected, becaufe a contrary con- 
duit would have been a filent impeachment of 
many of themfelves, as. unfit for their prefent Sta- 
tions* 

Befides, it happened in this cafe, as Tlobferved' 
had happened in, a former age, many loved to 
have it fo- The people of better rank, and thofe 
who would be thought to.be of better rank by an 
unaccountable fafcinaticm* . not only approved but 
admired- thefe meafures. To • allow families, they, 
faid, to choofe Servants for themfelves, would be 
a Source of endlefs confufion j but that the pre- 
sent was plainly a fimple, rational, uniform ancL 
J F f 5 peacqable* 
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method of proceeding. It was a common an<f 
fafhionable topick of eontef&tioit to defpiie the 
folly and impudence of the common pebplc, 
whx>-had always a ftrong inclination to choofer 
their own Servants, and looked with a terf evil 
eye upon thofe who were thus billeted «po& them 
aainft their wals. £F any perfon, hi a company,, 
had bat iugnhfcd that he thought this conduct 
incoiififtent With equity of good potfey, he^ira* 
not thought fit to be feafcwed wi&> hut a great 
and loud latfgh was immediately faifed againft 
him, fb that he was not only put to ftestce, but 
to confeidOn. H*f f theft were ftcfc waiiting 
many who affirmed, that no body Could: be -fin* 
cerely of that Optttibn, but that it was only pre* 
tended from baft and fhrifter tiews. - 

I mtfft obferse here, that when* my informer 

Was on this part of thefefegeft, which indeed fee- 

pfteh tc&xmdr ** -what fad made a gteat im- 

prefliori upon his own mind, I could not help, 

again discovering mark* of aftonifhrnent. I told 

him, I very well knew the absurdities of whicfb 

the human mind i& capable, yet this, feemed to« 

be the moft incredible of any thing that-I had 

ever read Or heard of; that it (kctokd be faugfMx* 

down as a ridteutous notion* Aat fafaaiiies ought 

to be at liberty to^ choofe their own Sfervattts; On? 

this he Was not a little of&ndfed, and ifpcakiag 

with fdme acrimony, iays* * It wa* to gratify 

4 your oiriofiry, fir, that, m this and former 

f converfaticen^ I have $tm aa Jictonirfc of my 

♦ obfer- 
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* ebfervfttiofts in foreign co&ntries. If you de- 

* fire to hear no ntore, I lhall be wholly litem •„ 

* but give me leave to fay* that the treatment 

* which we travellers meet With when we return 
4 home* is at once uhreafonable and ungrateful* 

* If We left jfoirthinga that are common* yoti 

* lodk upon tJieia a* infipid' ^td trifling 5 and* 
4 if wie tci yo& things that ate quite hew and 

* fii*prifittg> yoti let us know, with great good 
4 manner*, that you da not' 'believe tts;' 

Then after a little patife, c . Pray fir/ faj* he* 
4 how maft£ nations are there in Europe, Afia 

* or Africa, who think themfelves at liberty to* 
1 choofc tbeir^*wn priitce* br to bring him to aa 
•account for opprdBw* or bad government V 
Truly* faid I % I believe not above five or fix. 
1 Well then/ lays he, * If* perhaps, -fifty to one 
4 of mankind have tbottgh* ii & fia pr folly for 
4 them tfr cho&fc their ofctt matters, is it, modeft 

* in yott toiiifpec^ my* veracity, when I* tell ybix 
4 of one nation* where it fefeegmc&ffctonable to 
4 think that they ought not to chufc their ow» 

* Servants.** . . ' < 

4 But, tb come -t little -'fcfeftifto -the print/* Jtys 
he, c tf are yon tfot a toember rfthc fclfecYfociety is 

* E*-*-hf J am* and 5 glory i& tt as a moft 
honourable diftin&ibft. c Havfc you^ ndfc taken 

* agrictriture imdcr youf patronage ?' Undoubted* 
fy; and by what means cafe we better promote 
the mtereft of the public?- ? By* none* 1 admit. 
1 But fufficr me to proceed wiA my interroga* 

. ' • 4 tqries. 
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tones. fla*e you bought any land with tiir 
profits of your improvements ? Not yet. They 
are but in their infancy, and have <ci>ft- ane a 
great deal of expends* * Are *htf*Pop&ro£ im- 
provers generally better than tbO& t>£ othe? 
people ?' I cannot fay they ase. € Yoa .ought,' 
fays he, * to have confefled that th<ty are com- 
monly worfe \ for, according to my ob&rvation* 
the mark of an improver is not to have a good 
crop, but to be able to give a rational and phi- 
lofophical account how he came, to have a bad 
one. But have yotr not alfo encouraged a< man 
to write books and read ledwes tipon agricul- 
ture, who made himfelf a beggar by putting it 
in practice ?' Perhaps it may be fo, but he un- 
derftoqd the theory. ' How came yon to be- 
lieve that he underftood the theory? Alas! 
alas ! fir, abfurdhies coining into fafhion is not 
fo rare a thing at home, as to- entitle you to 
doubt the truth of my narrative, when I told 
you of die. miftakes and deluikm. of. a certain' 
people abroad- 3 
I confeft I was never more nettled at any 
thing, than at this unexpected attack upon the 
laudable attempts among us^ of late, to improve 
our native country. To compare them with tho 
monftrous conduct: of the unpoltihed American* 
people defcribed in this book, was unfufferable. 
I could not, therefore, let the matter drop, but 
told him, All that you have faid, fir, might 
eafily be. anfweredj. however, not to fpend time 

♦ upon: 
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upon it at preftnt, what do you think of, of 
what have yo» to fay sgamft the excellent and 
rational trafts which have been *pabtifhed by pri- 
vate gentlemen of fantime among as, upon agri- 
culture^ Qor they not contain the cleared arith- 
metical ff&kuhtio&s,v®ftfthe profit to arife from 
the niethod laid -doWtf? ( 1 fey,' anfwcred he, 
c - theyratoe aW what the lawyens call felo, de fe, 

* atad totally imdmiffiUfi.' Your rcafon pray. 
' My reafifca! why, truly, I have .inqge reafonS 

* than One. In the fifft place, they always put 
f me in mind of a quack <ta£fcor with his catho- 

* licon. They hate but one remedy for all dif- 

* eafow •. A gcndertlar* happens to be ftruck with 
fi-fome new theoretical* ptiaci^e, and iimnedxate- 

* ly. falls -Jp WBtk* mtt down, every thing elfe, 
* . and applies this wtadrfifti difcovery to all pur- 
*' pofts, aft foik* and. all feafim* You know what 

* enthitfiiits the horfohotr^and. pulverifers are* 
' f Marafjof thcmmre deariy of opinion, that dung 

*- fesprejuikiai to grefcund, aajertirig^only to en- 
€ gender weeds. I was once .qctjte $£ this opifci- 
4 on myftfl£,wandy^n4^n^otfeeicr cfcffipjfty in it* 
. c than how gciUlefcWx a*d 4lifpwr$ would get 
' quit of their diiog,.Jw|ichjr/fiot bring returned 

* to the grtrfnd-Ttftfehfewfy of *mwr, touft icon 
fc gfirwiu^taialt^aoi^^gisvfltfd at the fame time* 
^<iaoAatitttfco«andH«ffenfiraheajv When un- 

* xler it hefc app-ehtnfon^ -Jiweaember to have 
A r 4vojq6ted a £che»eto be tarried on by fubfcrip- 
A.^io^ which would, haxttiproved an efle&uai re- 

t * c medy 
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' medy. The method was, to have {dans taken 

* of every county, in which the level mould be 
' marked, then canals to be carried through all 

* the low grounds, and fmaller ehjfts drawn from 
1 every gentleman and fanner's > honfe, terming 
9 ing in thefe canals, which, by the, help of a 

* coile&ion of rain water at every houfe, . would,. 

* at certain feafons of Xht year, cany .away the 
' whole dung, and at laft empty it into, iht ,fea; 

* The expence of this, fcheme would,, indeed, 

* have been very considerable - y but the groat ad- 

* vantages to be reaped from k, .1 appreb£Aded> 
1 would fobn convince every body of its.tu&ty* 

* Now, however ridiculous rach at fcheme m^y 

* be, I am fully convinced k would have been 

* put in pra&ice in a certain coynty, if it had not 

* been for the incorrigible obftinacy of the com* 
c mon people* X *un alfc of opinion, that it 
' would have fiicceeded, and that dung would 
c have been wholly banifbed in a fhort time; 
1 This would have happened, not only by the 

* help of the canals, but the crops would have 
c been fo thin and fpiritual, that the cattle who 
' fed upon t^hem would have palled; very little of 

* a grofi or excrement^! fiature^ . . . .«• 

c I fhall not trouble you, CQfltinjied he, at this 
c time, with any more of my reafoos but one. It 
' feems highly incredible that, if the new fchemes 

* of agriculture were fo profitable as. their authors 
' give out, they would be fo generous as to dif- 
4 cover them gratis to the pubUck, and even 

' prcfe 
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prefs the faid puljlick to accept of thepn. It is 
more probable they would keep them as a fe~ 
cret in thdr own families, till f their excellence 
were discovered by the^r ylfibie . effe^$ f I 
knowV manufacturing town, wher^ a if apy i^an 
falls Upon a method of working, ot^ a fabrick 
of goods, that i$ likelvto brings a good, profit, 
he is fo far from preffifig it upop. his neigh* 
bouri, that he ufes $v<ery poffible precaution to 
keep : it to himfelf. On the other hand, hi? 
neighbours are as inquHi^ive as he is fecret ; an4 
commolity both difcover and imitate it in a 
very little tim£. r There is a dilpofition in,jQan~ 
kind $6 refift what is forced upon them, and to 
leave no method uneftayed to come at what is 
Induftrioufly placed out of their reach. 
c I would, therefore, humbly recomfriend ft 
to all improvers, to give over talking; upon the 
fobjeft, and to fall heartily about putting their 
xules in praftice ; and, I can promife them, 
that, if they be fucceftful, it will not be long 
before they will.be quite common. Or, let 
every perfon who difcovers a hoftrum in agri- 
culture, apply to the government for a patent 
that no body may be fuffered to ufe it except 
himfelf, and thofe who (hall pay him fufficient- 
ly for the ingenuity of his invention* I can aC- 
fure youi fir, that if I had faid to the people 
whom I left a few years ago, that I knew a 
nation, where it was common for benevolent 
perfons to point out to them plain, eafy, cheap 

' and 



34* 1t*H$ory&c % 

and certain methods of growing rich, but they 
would not be periuaded to ufe them, I would 
have had, die fame compliment paid me, which 
you were pleafed to pay me fometime ago, that 
1 wm tafcmg the pri vflqge of a ^raycBer/ 
I Aall not trouble <fhe reader with faying how 
far I was convinced by this reafeniag, only it 
made me refetore to be entirely £leat, as to any 
further particulars 1 ihould learn eanoerning the 
c o r p or ati on of Servants, how ftraqge and unac- 
countable fcever they might be. Having, there- 
fore, brought this unavoidable digrtffion to a 
dofc, we proceed with die hsftoryv 
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Great partiality in' the trial of Servants, and uncer- 
tainty in the chdraSters given if thern. 

I Finereader recollects what was laid in the 
preceding chapter, it is probable he. will be? 
iurprifed, that the corporation, with the powers 
.given them, did not, for their own credit, look 
better into the qualifications of Servants. Since ' 
it was in their power to licenfe them or not, it 
may be fuppofed they would take effectual care, 
that no infumcient perfbn ftiould be admitted. 
But it is to be obferved, that fo foon as the 
method of fixing Servants, upon the nomination 
of Lords or great men, came to be again in ufe, 
the trial of their fufficiency turned to a mere 
.farce. There might be fome degree of integrity 
found in one court ; but, in fuch a cafe, the can- 
didate had nothing to do but apply to another, 
where he would find, perhaps, a fet of rafcally 
fellows who were aihamed of nothing. .To what 
a degree of boldnefs they ventured to proceed, 
may be feen from the following account of what 
literally happened. 

A certain court was going upon the examina- 
tion of a young man, who defired to have a cer- 
tificate that he was fully accompliflied as a Ser- 
vant, and particularly well (killed in the Ctiltiva- 

G g tion 
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tion of land. A grave and anient member aiked 
him, Pray, fir, what is the^ beft waynqf plowing 
hard ftifFiand I A*f. f}y funning a wheel-narrow 
over it. The efaminator. was highly offended 
with the absurdity of jtjhe apfwer, and fhewed 
plainly in jkis countenance a mixture of furprize 
and i^dignat^i. But another member of court, 
beipg of ameektand -gentjte temper, and a greaf 
enemy to feverity, fought proper to interpofe* 
He fays to h# brother, my dear fir, the young- 
man is modeft and bafhful, which in itfelf is a 
moft amiable difpofitio^, tho' it hinders him 
from anfwering fo diftin&ly, as were to be wiflx- 
ed. Then, turning to the candidate, he fays, I 
dare fay, fir,, you know well enough that a wheel- 
barrow cannot plow larxl| becaufe it will not en- 
ter intOrthe foi}, nor op$n it fufficiently, Mufr. 
-not hard fliff land.be broken and pulverifed, in 
•carder tp make it fruitful ? An/; Yes, fir. 

Then the firft refumed his examination. Now, 
pray fir, £a» you- t£u\ ma how deep land ought to 
be plowed whej^it is wejldone? He, tho* quitSL. 
jgijorapt of $£ffubjec\ .bging naturally a man of 
g»ettle<*nd. acute^f$^niagin<?dj from wha^he 
J*a4h$ard, that fb^ jfpepcr? the , .letter, a ax^ ia^ 
inecfeftty ^fw<$?& feyaraV, On t #is ,&s ex- 
aminajtpr fell in^o^ v^en^panjpnJ^ald^a^ ^ ^^p3?r 

"H^fSWU; the , impudc^ m^ to , <a#t A ns tp : ;&$& 
yo^ ^ a plowman* when you .&no*y npdiiagof 
the n?att?r ?, "\$as there ever v fnch- a iking keard 
<or <: feen, fince the beginning of the world, as 

plowing 
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plowing land fet yards deep ? Or what concep- 
tion could yew have, in jfotir torn irifttdj of ^hfe 
poffibility of .the thing ? ? Ybtrougiit to/karffe 1 & 
fentence pafled againft you, wholl^ kfcapWltaftfcg' 
you for any place in ihfc iet&tihtaf. ^ l ii '■ 

The noble ahd generous fpirit of Mt candidate 
was roufed by this fevere treath*fent,'i(bY l^¥e*- 
plied ; Pray ft*, ti° yoti'fcnagme «lfitf,*ifctfek te* 
proved age, thfe fervants of the i *ftkMflie<! c C#p^ 
ration are brought up to a thorough kf&tfledgfe 
of the feveral branches of bufinefs, for which tltS 
falaries are appointed? For my own particular, 
you ought not to be furprized that I could not 
tell you how land fliould be plowed, for I never 
few a plough in my life.- Hbwj when, where 
and by whom were you educated then ? fays the 
ether in amaie. Aitf* I ftrved an apprenticeship 
in a toy (hop* Very welly fays the exafriinator* 
blefled, precious, happy, improved times ! I have 
no more to add, I give up the ^examination to 
any body that pleafes.. 

When this difcontented zealot Had dropt the 
tfifcourfe, fome other moderate men 1 liked him a 
few polite and fafhionable qtifcftioris, Arch as, 
what is the genteeleft lining for a reci * coat ? Th 
what manner fhould you prefent a glafrof wine 
to a lord, and how to a farmer? Whether is 
hunting or fifhiug the pleafahteft 'diverfion*? 
Whether fhould the Servants or the children of a 
family have the beft lodging, diet. &c. ? After a 
few minutes had been fpent in this manner, it 

G %% was 
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was carried by a great majority that he had an 
fwered extremely well, and was, in every re- 
fpeft, a moil aood&pIiifle&Stfvant. 

It was ufual for the Servants to carry certifiv 
cates with them, froi^thfL inferior ^courts 9/ the 
corporation,, ^ere^er they went \ b\jt if any 
man had ttufted to thefe certificates,, h^ would 
have found himfelf miferably miitaken. v They 
had taken up 3 principle, that a man ^ mi( 
teft any tiling to oe tnae, which he dkL not 
to be; fal^. .Qn this principle, for a proper c 01 
fidetatjon, a vacant fellpw, of whqm they knew 
little or nothing, would eafily obtain a certificate, 
declaring hiin to be a compleat Servant fox; every 
Jp^anch of bufinefs >r and in particular, an admir- 
able cook, gardiner, or whoever elfe he himfelf 
defired to be 1 fj>$ cified. If, upon trial, he. was. 
found totally deficient in any of the branches 
mentioned, and complaint was made to the court 
who certified for him, they thought they were 
folly excufed if they could fay that, upon their 
horiaur^they knew nothing about him, and were 
wholly ignorant whether he was a good Servant 
or a bad. On all fuch occaiions they ufed to 
launch out in praife of charity, and alledge, that 
every nian had a right to pnbt&cr's good word, 
as far as \t wpuld go, unjefe k$ had forfeited it 
by /ome particular anjd known mifdemeanon 
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Servants of different charablers. A Jketch of the 
good and bad* The inveterate hatred of the iadia* 
gainfi the good. 

However general the corruption was, the 
reader is not to imagifle that all Servants 
were of the fame character, or behaved in the 
lame manner. There were ftill fome, here and 
there, who afted in a manner fuitable to their 
ftation, who minded their bufinefs, who loved 
their matters, and werfe beloved by them. Thefe 
made as great a ftruggle as they could to keep 
matters right in the meetings of the corporation, 
tho', commonly, with very indifferent fuccefs. 
The oppoiite principles and condiiA of the two 
forts may be learned from, the following parti- 
culars. 

They differed, t&to cab] far their very profet 
iron and manner of {peaking. The modem 
fafhion^ble party- affirmed, that* courage and 
felf-fiifficiency ought to be the leading character 
of a Servant. . That he ought* always to' be fptak- 
mg in prail? of *his own c|eeds. That he ought 
never to allow of any trror t)r mrftake in his be* 
haviour : but, on the contrary, to infift that he 
deferved the higheft approbation. Who is obli- 
ged, £dd they, to fpeak wel} of a man who 

Gg3 fpeaks 
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{peaks ill of himfelf ? Can there be any things 
more pufillanimous, than for a fervant to be al- 
ways confefling that he can do -very little to any 
purpofc. 

On the other hand, the houefter fort of Ser- 
vants declared, that they thought pride and con- 
£dence were in themfelves hateful, and quite in- 
tolerable in Servants.. That they fbould not make 
high pretentions, left they fteuld be brought bat 
to the greater ihame \ that they Jhould acknow- 
ledge the great imperfection of every thing theyr 
did, and expect to be rewarded, not' fcr the 
worth or value of their fervice, but from the 
geodtie& and indulgence of their maftftv. 

It was curious to obferye the different effefb 
of thefe principles. Thoft who. fpoke in the 
higheft terms of their own qualifications were 
always the 010ft negligent mid the moft imfakh- 
M. They grudged arery thing they did, and, 
laid hokl of innumerable pretences for fhortenmg 
their hours of labour, and procuring days of re- 
laxatien. If, at any time> one of them had done 
a piece of work in a totemMe manner he cotrid 
hardly be brought to Co, any more fbr two days } 
but was wholly taken up in admiring his own in- 
genuity, and commending it to all who would 
take the pains to listen te him- On the contrary*, 
the humble and fetf-dcnied were always bofyy 
applied themfelves to their duty with die utmeft 
care a$d affiduity, and thought they could never 
do enough. They never once cajfed in queftio* 

the 
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the Boors of labour, but oonfidcred the neceffiry 
of the family, or the importance of the work they 
were engaged in. When any body happened to 
commend one of them for his diligence, he in- 
treated them to focbear fych difcourfe, for he 
was very fenfible he had aot^done tLte thou&ndth 
part of what he ought to have done. 

Men came to be fo fenfible of the different eft 

fe&s of thefe principles, that almoft every family 

earnefUy wished to have Servants of the felf-<ie~ 

nying character, and perfectly hated the other. If 

they ente&ed into convocation with an unknown 

«* Servant, they were particularly attentive .to the 

ftrain, of his difcourfe, and, though he were upon. 

bis guard, would with great fagacky penetrate 

his fentiments. Bat, alas i this ferved very little 

purpofe ; for, if he hadintereft to procure a writ 

of nomination, they were obliged to receive him, 

And then being fixed in the (addle, he made a 

lull difcovcry both of his. principles and practice. 

Nothing was more remarkable than the ranco. 

reus, haired whkrh the fe&uifikient bore to the 

humble Servants ; especially fuch as fhowed the 

moft remarkable diligence in their work. They 

spread flanders againft 4hem without number. 

TheyuTed to go about with indefatigable dili- 

ence, among the great men, and nominators to 

the eftablHhed Salaries, to exasperate their minds 

againft th^m> and prevent their iettlement or 

promotion. They represented them as a let of 

poor, filly, iheaking, fpiritkfs fellows, who, for 

no 
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no other end than to throw an odium on th& 
snore free and generous livers, would work long- 
er than ulual. For die fame reafon, it was pre- 
tended, thaty when the reft were at their paftimo. 
running, jumping, or cudgel playing, then to be 
1iire, thefe hypocrites would be driving a ftake; 
or pruning a tree about a farm, or picking weeda x 
from a garden or field of corn. They reprefented 
them* alio, (which was indeed partly true,) as 
acquiring a ftiff ruitick air, by often ftooping, 
and habitual application to their work. 

Neither were they wanting in executing their 
revenge againft their enemies themfelves, when- 
ever an opportunity offered* If two or three of 
the loofer fort met, by chance, one of the induf- 
trious in afolitary place, or going of an errand^ 
they cunningly folkited him to join with them 
in fome diversion, for example, blind man's-buff, 
or any other. If he complied, they all -conipired* 
againft him, and drubbed himtheartily,} and, aft 
ter they had- done (b, one was- immediately di£ 
patched to^inform againft him and let the family 
he belonged to know how he had been {pending 
his time, fo that he was no better than his neigh* 
hours. Whenever they diftovered a Servant in 
a field after the ufual time of labour* they would 
get behind the hedges and pek him unmercifully 
with ftones, fo that he returned home, not only 
fatigued with his work, but feverely finarting 
•with the, wounds he had received^ 

Suck 
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Such was oot onif c the conduft of imKriduals* 
but the very fam$ fpirit prevailed in the meetings 
of the corporation^ from the lpweft jtoithc high* 
eft.- None m^t with <£q fiperp, treating %im 
them as honeft induftriojis feryants, w # hp. vygrt 
beloved m the families where they were placed ^ 
neither was tjiere any qprime fo hcinpu^^being 
jgpre diligent tbpn the generality o£ other Ser- 
vants^ 4f anjr family scenfed a fervpntof pilfer* 
ihg> negligence, . drunkennefs, or , wantonnefe a- 
mong the maids, thefe were s^Lhmnan in&mities* 
no way atropous^ in their nature. TJhey were 
alio hard to be afceifahied ; fo that it wa$ almoft 
impoifible to, bring a gf oof <of the £a£ts to the f&~ 
tis£p£tion ^f the couxi-j JJut> if one happened 
to he acaried o^doiug any.uncqmmon fervice to 
the faifl#f at their defire* or forking whoa 
others were aHpwe4 r to play, this wa& high trea^ 
fon.againft the coofti^Uoj^^ sad ^ was cqn<- 
demned without mercy, and fom$times without 
hearings • .. 

But, cjf 41 the ,crupe& of this fort, the moft 
unpardonable w^ whatever teadedjto impeach 
the wifdom, or weaken the authority of the an- 
nual ineetingsi i^ the, corporation. When an in- 
ferior couft vips ordered^ to introduce -a feryant 
krto a fajnily who had refufed to receive him, 
fometimes a member qx two would humbly rc- 
prefer^ that s the terms of $he oath appeared to 
them abfurd and profane, in that inftance, and 
beg to be excufed.. Whenever this happened^ 

they 
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they were dragged as delinquents to the bar, ra- 
ted and abufed, ftript and branded, deckled in* 
famous, and incapable even of repentance* It 
was many times affirmed in the general meeting, 
that no man could be guilty of a crime which fa 
lapch as approached in guilt to that of difparag- 
ing the authority* of the corporation of Servants. 

I muft take this opportunity of acquainting the 
reader with a ftory that happened a few years be- 
fore my informer left the country. One of the 
Servants, who was a great oppofer of the prevail- 
N ing meafures, finding his brethren to be deaf to 
ferious reaibning, fell upon. a Angular device. 
Being pofleft of a vein of humour, and knowing 
a little of the art of painting, he drew a pifture ' 
of the droll or ludicrous kind, in which, by aenig- 
matical characters, he reprefented the various im* 
pofittons of the Servants in general. He alio 
took off the likenefles of the principal and moft 
aftive leaders of the corporation, and put them in 
the moft comical poftures imaginable. Here was 
tobefeen a fellow capering and dancing in a gar- 
den all full of weeds, and hia inftruments lying 
befide him, quite grown over with ruft— -Anoth- 
er carrying a fcaiket over his arm, with the fign 
of a pine apple in his hand, and a paiTenger, on * 
examining the contents, findar nothing but ftihk* 
ing fifh, and flops his nofe— A great bloated fel- 
low, fwelled like a tun, challenging the whole 
country to runta race with him— -Another hurry- 
ing away a girt into a C4>rner,and covering her with 

' * r '■' his. 
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his frook.—^Thefe, and many others, he drew in 
fiich a manner, as clearly to estpofe their knavery* 
and $ftentation« (i n > ' ■ 

This picture was ftuck up^l in the night-time, 
near a pubfck road leading to a great town. As 
the perfons were aU very well known, it is not tp 
be imagined what entertainment it afforded to 
the people. , No body qcmldlook-iupon it without 
laughing : and> when ever any of the Servants,* 
honoured ^fith a place in it, were feten upon the 
ftreejts, the boys gathered about thern in crowds, 
and, to their unfpeakable mortification, mi- 
necked the poftures in which . they had been re- 
prefeated. -.,, Gftpieg in miiatqture were taken of 
this performance, and kept in many families : fo 
that, yrhenevor ths Servants were in ill humour 
tb«y would p*rfi out the draught, and hold it in 
their ^ye, \ r -to \yi 

i^b^fpirf^hd re^ntmenf of the Servants, on 
the puWjtfitio^ioitlysipiec^is ^ tov^e conceive ^ 
ed ?1 , Th^au|h(W hftd dpne it j with; ib- much cau- 
tion and fecreejvth^ttheyxQuld not get kith le- 
gally cq4uac>d f however, they either difcoWr- 
ed, pr jflleafb thought ^ey -hactdifebvered, who 
he was,, a^etppktyffid fhorffehtts night and day, 
in deviling methods affcevenge* • Above^ll, that* 
unlucky fellow* wj^cr had Wen itf pnefontad follow- 
ing the girl, was fo tranfported with rage, that he 
fcarce ever returned to his rightefenfts. . He had 
been foniething of a draugbtfman himfelf, fo he 
fet about making a picture in ridicule of the indus- 
trious 
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trkras (ervants; bat, either the thing itfelf was 
fo difficult, or he proceeded with fo much rage 
and trepidation, that it was a perfeA caricatura, 
and his friends prevailed with him to ftipprefs it 
The poor author, in the mean time, was oblig- 
ed to be eonftantty upon his guard, as there was 
always a fet of defperadoet lying in wait for him, 
armed with dubs, and fully determined to 
his brains out, if they could catch him in a pi 
per place. In the mean time, they all agreed 
telling lies upon him without ceafing. They af- 
firmed, that no body but a complete rafcal could 
be capable of fuch a performance j that to betray 
Servants to their matters was, at any rate, a ma- 
licious trick y but, that for a Servant to laugh at 
has fellow Servants, and fet other people a laugh* 
ing at them too, was the ckareft demonftratiou 
of a depraved heart. It was ten years after the 
faft was committed, that my informer left the 
country ; and he declared that their refentment 
had not abated in the leaft degree : a circum- 
ftance which I observed, had made a deep hn- 
preffion upon his mind •, fo that he would often 
fay, From the fury of an enraged Servant, good 
Lord deliver me. He alfo told me, that he was 
convinced by this example, that wit and hu- 
mour was a talent unfpeakably prejudicial to the 
pofieflbr - r and therefore, if ever he had a child, 
and obferved in hhn the leaft turpi that way, he 
would apply himfelf with the utmoft ' affiduitjr 
to eradicate it as a vice. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. K, 

The cmikffnefs of Senmnts i* their mutt. A curl- 
- 0us debute iff (*rUm f*mlf$ whieh iffutd in /*- 
. fling. 

IT wiH be eafily perceived, from what has been 
feid above, that the grcateft part of the Ser- 
vants were e*eeffively negligent They feemed 
to have two great objects conftantly in view, and 
to cany them on hand in hand ; the increafe of 
their wages, and the diminution of their labour. 
The truth is, however ftrange it may feem, thefe 
always bore an exaft proportion to one another. 
Whenever a Servant got more wages fetttad upoa 
him, he looked upon it as a confequence, that he 
ftould be more flothful than before* In the 
mean time, it was remarkable what ingenious and 
plaufible reafonings they always fell upon to jufti- 
fy their conduct. On this fubjeft particularly 
they would fay, ' What is well done is foon done. 
A fmall piece of work, executed as it ought to 
be, is better than marring a great deal, which is 
worfe than idlenefs.' 

Inftead of any other general remarks, I fhall 
entertain the reader with a curious example of 
•their ingenuity, in devifing e*ctifes for their own 
negleft. Tnis happened in the family of a great 
«an, about three years after the publication of 

Hh the 
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?6beV, mauffrious Kind, complainea. ihaj there 
had bc'cTi far a longtime aa'mtte1erat)le'negiige/ice 
in keepmjthVfene^s, and citttuaing ilraying or 
ftrange cattle from their 'matter's grounds. ' fre 
therefore jjropofeil, that'thejr (hould immediately 
go in a body,' Wive, out alt 'the ftrarise 'caifle, 
without .exception, ,t&4 were Jn\ the incTofures, 
and mend up the 'fences^ ■ which' weVe'npw. 'iii'fe 
ftrry a.CQndjtio^'jHetbld them, that there were 
331anyiiranc.fi cattfe'paftuHhg' where tfley'ought 
not tob^.i 'p^icujarly! himielf^iiotaji 

hour before,' -Tiad"'ieeb fl, With a thick 

neck, and'dilll Heavy e; road ftWu'ldtrs, 

jjrm. joints, anda lahfc :nmade aim fit 

forjumpinB. On 'this" swote^ of 'which, 

"the reader may takeibj ; juft 1 and. iajjtlj- 

||,jrato ^. . _ . ,' t . 

. pneobTerWdj that jie' could not agre^ to the 
motion^ vh' ten proceeded iVom \ twfon no way 

: -' '-*%■' >> (^i'-':. j .1. .>r ■•! :■; ill i)h 01 

remarkable, tor _ a good temper. * If our brother 
'* would loot a little more, at home, fays he; per- 
,?* haps he would find lels reafon for theft ilwrUng 
A complaints for the neghgentc of others. The 
* propofa! 
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' Ihould ^ddy..afEee,to itt ' L,an> perhaps ; 
* ^icflTattat& 




^enccoachmen' 
f out^we 'may 

'r'oiediateW re 
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'to dp. 1 itae is more v»>"-u»j iy '(-.i*^ " J" 1 * 

_' apgrehendi __ Is ■Sere not'a'iexy great "firiiilmfy 
f i(i 'colour, , 'G*ape ' and Sf e, , betV ecn our mafter's. 
^cattle and his neighbour^ ? U woul'd oblige us to- 
: , * H-fi 2- *' 



. learned obfe^yati- 
, rhaf you are' about 
fficaByin ^tfehyou 








teaff ftef&MS t#-oite l maftrf, 4K£ ^taafi 1 a- 

_ _ . _ « T 




* cWnnotj Kelp' Ifeifff ' SpdffwfoWbHp. ft* *fe. 



• tuemieive?, ana* mp&raanar^ttrtne^DmrTriia 
*1eerhs to ; SaW gi&if omtioH ft dfc^e&Fde- 






ich. 

_^ "if e|it UfSo&Tp^ ri^^i^^fKia^- the 
* author pf it feeing ttrhayc fprgot a. fundamental 
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r law of the Corporation, r tb*t no Servant Ihould 
r meddle »with the affairs of another family, or 

* pretend to tafce , tf)e jifflfe^Hw or .government 

* of any beafts but fuch as belong ta his own 

* mafter. Now, fays h^. this is\ manifestly the 
' cafe in the prefect instance i nay, it is even 

* implied in the- propofal. itfelf, wiich is, there- 
fore, qyite irregular ^nd incompetent. If that 

* bull doe? not belong to us, let his own mafter 
c fend for him when be pieafes ; we have noth- 
c ing to jiio with him. Let us mind our own 
1 affairs/ 

■ 

Then rofe a fervaht of ancient {landing, feveral 
of his teeth having. been loft by old age, who. 
bore a particular mark of his mailer's favour. He 
was remarkable for making long fpeeches, of 
which it was difficult to comprehend the mean- 
ing. After fpeaking about half an hour, quite 
unintelligibly, he concluded » thus. * Brethren, 
I do not deny, that fuch a proppfai as this 
might have done very, well iii, former" txmefc, • 
when the fences, were afcnoft entire, and the 
offending ftrangers very few; but, at, prefent, 
it is xjuite roraantick and impoffible. Will any 
man ferioufly pretend, at this time of day, whep 
the hedges are almoft wholly broken down, and 
fo many encroachments pn>every hand, to af- 
firm, that none ought to continue in the ih- 
clofiires but fuch as truly belong to our mafter. 
I am afraid his fields would make a very de- 
ll h 3 € folate 
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4 folate appearance, for there would be few left 

• behind.' 

Lafi of all, one teHs thfetn in a few words, 
that the debate was altogether idle ; that there- 
was a miftake^at the very bottom of the affair r* 
for, by the befc information' he, could procure, 
the beaft in queftion was not a bull, but an ox. 

To fum up the matter, one or other of thefe- 
various and contradictory reafons prerailed upefc 

* great majority to come to this resolution, thai: 
it was not prudent nor ezpedtat, at this time, to 
?£ree-to the propefal; and, therefore, the in- 
truders in general mould be * winkdd at, and that 
fceaft ^particular, whether he were bull or ox, 
fhould continue where he was* 
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GUAR X*. 

QfilBe ambition and eoveteufkefs of the Servants, . and 
tht various methods tfcf f<U upottM gratify that 
dtfrer* ' " 

I HA+s'obferved Before, ifetthe constitution in 
this province .was framed with great care, and: 
feemed particnlarljr Calculated to prevent ambr- 
tion and: love of pre-eminence. Eorthis reafon, 
they eftabUihdd fc parity* Among the Servants, and 
took every meaftre they r cotfld think, of, to pre- 
vent the introduffion-of dverfcbrs a»d archover- 
feers. By this time, however, the Servants had 
not only degenerated m point of fidelity and! 
diligence, but had made great encroachments up- 
on the confthution rtfelf. They had a prodigious 
hankering after die high-founding tides, and im* 
menfe revenues, which were given to Servants 
in the neighbouring province. It grieved, them 
to hear, atrcLfbmetimes, when fern *pon bufinefe 
to that country, to fee, that fome of the over* 
feers lived in fplendid palaces, and were carried 
about in chariots, while they themselves were 
ftill obliged to wear the drefe of Servants, and 
generally to walk a-foot. 

Gladly would they have introduced thefe offices 
in their own- province ; hut the great men, who 
Jkadjhitherto affifted them, dreaded the expence, 

and 
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and would not agree to it. They were, therefore, . 
obliged to proceed ctuttoufly ami gradually. In 
fome few inftahce*, they rrtad* it-appear, that one 
Servant might be introduced m two different 
families, and enjoy both* the fadaries. As to the 
work, they might be f o meti c ftc s in the one, and 
lometimes in the other; or, if oneoi them was a 
family of fmall confeqtience, they might do well 
enough without any Servantat alL . They begged; 
in the moil abjeft manner, of the governor of the 
province, that a. fmall number of ialaries might 
he appointed, without any office annexed to them, 
by way of gratuities, for the encouragement o£ 
good Servants. This was done j and there foU 
lowed a terrible competition, for obtaining them* 
which produced a moft malignant hatred between, 
thofe who were Aiccefsful and . thofe? who were 
not. 

The reader may perhaps imagine, that the hope 
of meriting thefe falaries would excite them to 
Tie with one another, in doing jthe bufinefs of the. 
families where they ferraL It was quit the con- 
trary. They tried every method of advancement 
but that only $ or, if any did try it in that way, 
they were fare to.be. difappoimed. Some of them 
ufed the old way of flattery, which had always a. 
very great effedt. Some became political tools, 
fpies, and informers to the prevailing party at 
court. Some were not afhamed to become pimps 
and pandars to great men, and even fomethnes to , 
attend them in. their rioQumal expeditions* 

Some 






fei^w-arqgrf^dbito^a^o rft^ : #awjujg. ftill an^t 

6fotif-ioia&v9g4f} j lr%)& :r Jtivopi r *W * lives, 
€ :igm f c i»xtv«ipft m^W****: fi*owr»» wfwas 
* fccfa.- ;3SmLit*j&9 $¥»« %*Ja4 ai?roald^and 
IbmotkaoJrCtBW^ &p e»| o(.£h> ti peoj^e above.; 

ww^an^ftoc^f^^^^.!^ gene be* 
hKthmi^tgt!^t^ r fi^s&? l ^t jajJE. _jgjforiB« left 

th<r couifcry^.?#d ffiB»lfi^ISSgr &$%£*.,*$*■ 
very time. The method he fell upon, was teU 

lw$Wito<b^&^^.$)£ x hejpic f a^ow-'of 

that p»^j^ce^»<|OT^ > j^je^f whicli thej 

were attit*fcftmU*<ft?>4t ,^feol»^'iP»'^ 
very gitat feaack. o| fto|jH#ife^f8«]^ f <ii 
eribe ihu^fc,***** ^^^^^w^pfeiia^ei 
toe, that SHerjf b^^a^ghfcd. 8> n £ear fcife 
He.imftKa^y.39^^; ^t^rk..;* 0* famUj. 

gotJjiiJtsJlfidyiy^^^^RBj^fc^ fold, them. 

hisiKilieefljiIJe.wag^ fi^pnj of.upcotnmon aBi-. 

Hjjejj fc*^. l>s$#B^kabJg. fof- e^erprH'e* and 

' " * " *isfplutlo% 
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iclbltitba. He carried on his fcheme* ; procur- 
ed for lu'mfelf one ialary after another j and did 
noriail to laugh 3* thq ftnrtLcftf of thofe who 
beftowed them! faying among his intimate com- 
panions, 'He hleffed Qod that mankind were, {o, 
•'■tfaffljrd'e'ccfteJ^y the formal countenance of a 



apbft-, he was inftantly created a Mailer of Service-. 
n -' '••* ! " i, '- J ' *'■" *■•-'' * ''"CHAP;. 
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ti n .wilt 11 :A gtio ;/ v77i\,nM*k?<"* <J 

and tketr manntr of treating 4hm<^ 

*■ . .» . • . 



The /reader may yr^bably be, wo;*kari&g in 
himfclf, haw the peoplo behaved iii.thefe 



-cir^umftances, acid what >ccamc pf theix, jtfaurj. 
He t^ay be ready to Ain^tftgit (their patience 
tnuft be hythi*time n$arly e&napfted, and Come 
terrible . revolution at h^ul. " Th$. truth is> the 
p^tieiice^f oufly of tbe^had r beejn^t anwdfor 
many years j but, being divide^ among thoof 
Jelves*, their influence > was ftcltfflffirienr *o paw 
duce a gaoeraj change,. Jj is ifljpoflible to jura- 
tion aUthe effecV which tlie ^poai^u^pf the S$r;. 
vants. had upon thepepple * bpt it.w^U t>e r worth 
while to take particular notice of *wo clafles of 
anen/an^ their Vhayiour ,uyqa the fijt>$k . 

tipetys and cooauft^^f *»,#6^f ?9<»,«**ft 

to abftratt reflections uron the aatiut Ot tbwfl$» 
They frere Of opui^n, iBaV dktfy; jjflfci©# pf die 
nation, centered f g^tlyepj .an<Ufc|# ^ t tfce 
Teft w^^wii^^^^'^ ifc^nK». . %w- 
«YpV { entering upon their ipeculations with fuch 



•37* $he* Hiftory of a 

an overweening conceit of themfelves, their hoaP 

ted rea&n firft led theni into many miftakes, an4 

at lad fairly turned their heads. 

It was their cufiom to fearch Into hiftory, and 
^jpafficularly into the hiftory of the Servants* 
^Therc they found, that, in every age* there had 

been a great deal of knavery among the Servants. 

Alt the inftances of this fort they ufed to colled, 
cpublifh, and compare with the condaft of the 
Servants in their own times $ which they <expo£- 
*ed with the greateft fevewry. At h&, by long 
dwelling upon this fubjeft, they came to fee of 
opinion, &at there ought to be no foch thing in 
nature as a Servant \ that they neser had doh£ 
*any thjiag but harm ; and that the vforli would 
4k jiuieh better without them. Sometimes fober- 
-winded people attempted to let them to rights, 
-and alledged, that, the 9 the diihoneft had always 
-been- too numerous as well as noify, yet ftiH 
♦there were fome o£ great worth and ufcfiiinefs; 
nay, that lociety, in the nature .of dungs, could 
not fubfift withdut perfons in lower ftations, to 
ferve and accommodate thole in higher. This 
was fo far from having an ef&ftepon them, that 
they became always more positive upon contra- 
diction, and fcarce ever failed to advance opinio 
oris ftill more wild and romantic than before. In- 
ftead of yielding that Servants were neceflary in 
fociety, they affirmed, that it was not only de- 
niable, but extremely poffibk, to have a whole 

nation 
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nation of lords, without one,perfon among tjiem 
of inferior degree. 

They affirmed, that excepting Servants, all o- 
ther men were by nature wife, honeft, and ac- 
tive ; fully Efficient for their own happinefs ; and 
that they would have been quite virtuous and 
Jhappy, without any exception, if they had not 
been blindfolded and deceived by the Servants, 
To this race, whom they ufed often in a fit of 
raving, to curfe in a molt dreacfful manner, they 
imputed all , the envy, malice, oppreffion, covet- 
oufnefs, fraud, rapine, and bloodshed that ever 
had happened fince the beginning of" the world. 
In fupport of their fcheme, they made learned 
difquifitions on nature, and the firft ^atrfe of all 
things. They fhewed that nature was, and muft * 
be wife and- good in all her produclions ; and, 
'therefore, that man muft needs be "free from 
every thing, that is evil, and his original -confti- 
•tution perfectly juft and found. All the diforders. 
tha£ were to be feen in fdciety were eafily ^ac- 
counted for, from the hellifh machinations of 
the Servants. In the mean time, it was obvious, 
that the Servants were the product of nature too j 
and according to the fame reafoning, muft have 
been of as gentle and tractable difpofitions, and 
in all refpects as faultlefs as their mafters. T*his 
manifeft difficulty; in their own fcheme, however, 
unaccountable it may appear, they never once re* 
'fleeted upon, ■: nor by confequence attempted to 
refolve. 

I i Sometimes 
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Sometimes they were preflcd with the necdfity 
of Servants to cultivate the ground, which, if 
-neglected, it was plain, would grow over with 
briars and thorns, and every noxious weed. Here 
they immediately recurred to their old argument, 
the excellency of nature's productions ; and, tip- 
on the ftrength of it, prefumed abfolutely to de- 
^j the fact. They faid, were the earth only left 
to itfeif, it would produce nothing but what was 
tifeful and falutary, and that in great abundance* 
for the fupport of its inhabitants \ that all the 
pretended cultivation of it by the Servants was 
but spoiling it y and that they themfelves had 
fowed the feeds of every hurtful or unneccflary 
plant. It was to no purpofe to mention to them, 
either the vaft tracts of uncultivated ground, or 
the defolate condition of a neglected field ; all 
this, they pretended, arofe from a certain fym- 
pathy in the feveral parts of the earth one with 
another, and from poifonous vapours eafily car- 
ried by the wind, from the. places where Servants 
had been at work. In fhort, they fometinaes 
projected a fcheme for a new fettlement where 
no Servants fhould be admitted $ and where they 
hoped, m a little time, every man would be as 
wife as a philoibpher, as rich as a merchant, and 
as magnificent as a kiag. „ 

After all, the perfection of their abfurdity ap- 
peared in the following circumftance. Though 
it was plain, to any perfon of reflexion, that their 
delirium took its rife from the tricks and mifbe.» 

haviour 
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Iraviour of bad Servants, yet they had the mod 
rooted and inveterate antipathy at. thofe that 
were good. The reafon, probably was, that the 
diligence and ufefulnefs of this laft fort flood di- 
rectly in the way of their fchetne, and prevented 
the reft of the nation from being of their opinion. 
All feemingly good Servants they affirmed to be 
at bottom arrant knaves -, and in one refpeft, un- 
speakably worfe than any of the reft, becaufe' 
they appeared to be better* The idle, flothful, 
worthlefs Servants, were frequently their com- 
panions ; and it was one of their higheft enter- 
tainments to lead fuch fellows into frolicks, mif- 
chief, or debauchery, and then point them out- 
to their fellow citi2ens, and ufe words to this 
purpofe j l You poor hood-winked fools, do you^ 
1 fee thefe rafcals ? why will you any longer bar-- 
€ bour their* in your houfes ? they are all of one 
€ complexion, and will infallibly , bring you to mU 
*' fery and fpeedy deftrultion*' - 
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CHAP; XII. 

* 

Continuation of the fame fuhjetf. 77x fentiments and 
conduEt of others % in confequence cf the behaviour of 
the Servants. 

WE are not to fuppdfe that the whole na- 
tion loft their fenfes. No : by far the 
greater number acted as prudently and rationally 
;i« men could' do in their circumftances* Accor- 
ding to plain common fenfe* in proportion as cor- 
ruption and degeneracy increased among the Ser- 
vants, they fet the higher value on fuch as wetfe 
hone ft and faithful. They ufed efvery mean in 
their power to procure fuch for their own fami- 
lies, agreeably to thtf laws of the corporation. 
When this cquld not be brought about* or when 
a good-for-nothing-fellow was buckkd to the fa-^ 
lary, they put themfelves to the additional expence 
of hiring one according to their own mind ; paid 
the former his wages duly, and only defired the 
favour of him to give them no trouble, but fpend 
his time according to his own fancy. 

It was pleafant enough to obferve the differ- 
ent conduct of the eftablifhed Servants, according 
to their different tempers, when they fell under 
this predicament. Some of them were greatly 
enraged to fee the fervice of another preferred ta 
theirs, ufed many artful , methods to prevent it 

where 



The Hi/lory ofisfc . 377 

where they could, and took every opportunity of 
venting their malice, or glutting their revenge 
when they could not. Where they could get 
any body to believe them, they aflerted that all 
ikill and power of doing good was confined to 
the corporation ; that it was inherent in them, 
and defcended in their blood from one generati- 
on to another, like courage in the race of game 
cocks. The others, they pretended, were a'fpu- 

• rtous brood, and that it was impoffible to train 
them fo as to make them fit for fervice. 

If this did not gain credit, all poffible paini 
were taken to difparage the conduct of the addi- 
tional Servants* Their work was examined with 
the greatcft ftri&nefs, every flaw in it pointed out, 
and many fauhs imputed to it merely through en- 
vy.' If any piece of work appeared to be fubftan- 
tial, they pretended it wanted neatnefs, and was 
altogether inelegant. This chargS, however, made 

- Kttle impreffion upon the people. They had x 
been fo long plagued with Servants who minded 
nothing but ornament, both in their perforis and 
their work, that they were rather pleafed than 
difgufted with one of a more homeljr carriage. 

When nothing elfe would do, the grofleft lies 
and calumnies wera fpread, both of the new Ser- - 
vants and thofe wito employed them. It was 
pretended, that they fowed the feeds of fedition 
and difaffection, in the families where they got 
admittance. Sometimes this accufation, tho' ut- 
terly groundlefs, obtained fuch credit with the 

governors 
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governors, that, if they had a 'complaint to make, 
or a caufe to try, they could fcarcely expect jus- 
tice. It was alfo alledged, that they terrified the 
children out of their wits, by telling frightful 
ftories in the winter evenings. You might meet 
with many of the cftablifhed Servants who affer- 
ted, and even feemed to believe, that all who em- 
ployed any other than themfelves, were idiots 
or crack-brained, arid deftitute of* common fenfe. 

On the other hand, not a few of the eftablifh* 
ed Servants were altogether indifferent how ma* 
ny others were hired, and how 'little work was 
left to themfelves. They knew that their wage* 
were well fecured to them, which was the main 
chance ; and they found rather more time and li- 
berty to follow the bent of their inclinations* 
Perhaps they would have been better fatisfied if 
the people had been content with what kind and 
quality of work they thought proper to do. But r 
as this was not to be expected, the hiring of o-* 
thers rendered all matters perfectly eafy, and 
their lives were one continued fcene of indolence* 
or pleafure. 

In the mean time, it was highly diverting to. 
hear how they exprefled themfelves upon this 
fubject, and with how much art and cunning they 
made a virtue of neceffity. They ufed to extol 
their own candour and benevolence. € Gentle- 

* men/ one of them would fay, f you fee with 
c what difcretion I ufe you. I am always glad 

* to fee liberty prevail, and every man fuffered to 

do 
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"* do what feems proper to himfelf. I am well 

* pleafed, that you fhould hire as many Servants 

* as you incline. Ia(k no more, than that I 

* may have a clean neat bed-chamber, in a con- 

* venient part of the houfe, my wages well and 
' regularly ,paid, and a fmall bit of ground in 
- the garden to bring up a few delicious herbs 

"f and fruits for my own ufe. If thefe things are 

* properly attended to, you fhall find me a-good 
4 man to live with j I fhall never interfere with 

* your work in the leaft, or give you. any manner 
€ of trouble, even by making remarks upon it/ 
In fuch a cafe, it would happen now and then* 
.that one of the family, touched a little with the 
.abfurdity of this phlegmatick fpeech, would anf- 
wer, { That very well he might make himfelf 

* eafy, fince, all the while, he was well fed, and 
' clothed at their expence.* This he would re- 
ceive with filent contempt, and di(^lay the great- 
eft fatisfaction in his own compofure of fpirit, and 
meeknefs of temper. 

As for the remaining part of the nation, they 
reflected very little upon their condition, but 
took fuch Servants as were fent to them, and rub- 
bed on as well as they could. Such quiet and pat- 
fiye people were highly extolled by the Servants, 
who took all .opportunities of declaring, that they 
were the only folid and rational perfons in the 
whole kingdom. Thefe praifes delighted them 
greatly ; fo that they lived as poor and as merry 
as beggars, who have nothing to hope, and no- 
thing to fear. 

CON- 
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CONCLUSION. 

1 

THUS I have given the reader an acccount 
of this extraordinary clafs of men ; and I 
am certain, he muft confefs, there is fomething 
in their characters and conduit, proper to excite 
a mixture of laughter and indignation. It is al- 
fo probable, that he feels a coniiderable degree of 
fympathy with the deluded and opprefled people, 
and is anxious to know, whether there appeared 
any profpeft 'of deliverance. This was a queftion 
I often afked at my informer, who aflured me 
that, from what he had heard and feen, there 
was riot the moft diftant profpedt of reformation 
by the Servants themfelves. The honefter fort 
were always borne down, traduced and flandered; 
and thofe of an oppofite chara&er had fo long 
kept the management of the corporation in their 
hands, that they reckoned themfelves fecure in 
their Authority, and openly fet at defiance both 
the people in general, and their fellow Servants. 

There remained juft a # glimpfe of hope from 
one quarter, viz. the gentlemen who had been 
chofen to the office of helpers. They had at firft 
contributed as much as any to the. introduction of 
wrong meafures ; but^ not being under the temp- 
tation of intereft, they began to open their eyes 
at laft. For fome years they had been a conside- 
rable reftraint upon the violence of the Servants, 

and 
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and iad prevented them in feveral inftances from, 
degrading, ftripping, and branding thofe who had 
incurred their drfpleafure, by- doing, bufinefs at 
tmfeafonable hours. They had alio contributed 
to the difgrace and difmiffion of fome drunken 
fots, and lafcivious wretches, whom fevefal of the 
leading Servants had a ftrong inclination to fpare* 
From thefe circumftances, fome flattered them- 
felves that a change might be brought about; and 
that thcJugh the Servant*- would never think of 
any reformation themfelves, it would foon be 
* forced upon them by a foreign hand.' 

After all, it was but very uncertain whether 
tiny material change would foon take place ; and 
therefore, while we can only fend that unhappy 
people our good wiihes, we have reafon to rejoice 
in our own good fortune, that we are perfectly 
free from impofitions of the fame or any finiilar • 
kind. 
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